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EDITORIAL

MORE EQUALITY IN FOOTBALL
This year’s International Women’s Day,

in leadership, and improving access and

8 March, may have come and gone, but the

opportunities for female players.

idea of a world in which all women and men

“The goal is not just to reform, but also to

have equal rights seems within closer reach

transform,” said Billie Jean King about the

than ever. It doesn’t have to remain an idea –

FIFA reform plans. You can read the extended

FIFA, by approving reforms at its Extraordinary

interview with the pioneer for gender equality

Congress on 26 February that include the

in sport on pages 8-15 of this issue.

requirement to promote women’s football and
women in football, has taken a very concrete

King’s countrywoman Abby Wambach, an

step towards making equality a reality.

Olympic gold medallist and world champion,

Illustration: Stephan Walter

made an unusual appeal to the conference
The day before International Women’s Day,

participants – that she should be forgotten.

7 March, FIFA hosted its second Women’s

She said they should forget the records she

Football & Leadership Conference in Zurich.

had broken, the medals she had won and the

Taking the theme “Equality through reform”,

sacrifices she had made. Instead, Wambach

a panel of distinguished speakers comprising

said that she hoped her legacy would enable

18 women and three men, plus guests from

the next generation to accomplish “things so

around the world, discussed the current

great that I am no longer remembered”.

situation and the way forward for greater
equality in football – both in terms of women

Perikles Monioudis
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

“Constant communication
with players, doctors and doping
control officers and continually improving
our processes are vital in the fight against doping
and a key part of FIFA’s prevention work,” says
FIFA Chief Medical Officer Prof. Jiří Dvořák. The latest
initiative is two video clips, one aimed at female players
and the other at anti-doping officers, providing a description of the procedure. A further initiative is a module of
the online FIFA Diploma in Football Medicine that gives
guidance to clinicians all around the world concerning the
application of FIFA’s and WADA’s anti-doping rules.
There are also the “11 rules to prevent doping
in football” posters, which aim to raise
awareness among young athletes,
coaches, doctors and parents.
The International Centre
for Sports Studies (CIES) has
published a FIFA-commissioned research
project analysing league-club relationships and
issues concerning internal club governance,
A challenge has been

building on its first governance study on national

thrown out to the graduates of the

associations and leagues. It reviews 18 leagues and

first-ever FIFA Female Leadership Develop-

141 clubs spanning all six confederations.

ment Programme (FLDP): to reach for the top in

FIFA provided input for the initial research terms of

football and inspire the next generation of women.

reference and assisted with the overall management

“When you leave this room today and go back to your

and direction of the project. CIES’s research

federations, think what you can achieve. This is just

project is the first step towards creating

the beginning,” said FIFA’s Senior Women’s Football

a blueprint for possible global

Development Manager Mayi Cruz Blanco to the

benchmarking across leagues

33 participants who completed the third and final

and clubs.

module in Amsterdam in early March. The second
edition will start later in 2016. With 35 places
available, applications have been received
from over 80 of FIFA’s 209 member
associations.
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WOMEN´S WORLD RANKING
Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

1 USA

0

2174

55 Israel

4

1423

108 Luxembourg

4

1134

Iraq **

882

2 Germany

0

2117

55 Jordan

3

1423

110 Georgia

5

1126

Liberia **

877

3 France

0

2068

57 Iran

2

1418

111 Cyprus

4

1125

Mozambique **

873

4 England

1

2033

58 India

-1

1412

112 Nepal

2

1120

Kuwait **

870

5 Australia

4

2014

59 Slovenia

3

1396

113 Nicaragua

4

1083

British Virgin Islands **

867
864

6 Sweden

2

1995

60 Turkey

3

1395

114 Guinea

0

1077

Qatar **

7 Japan

-3

1983

60 Côte d’Ivoire

3

1395

114 FYR Macedonia

4

1077

US Virgin Islands **

852

8 Brazil

-1

1975

62 Northern Ireland

4

1386

116 Burkina Faso

0

1060

Cayman Islands **

849

9 Korea DPR

-3

1952

62 Bosnia and Herzegovina

3

1386

117 Gabon

2

1052

Lesotho **

836

10 Canada

1

1938

64 Venezuela

2

1380

118 Zambia

3

1029

Curaçao **

831

11 Norway

-1

1923

65 Greece

3

1373

119 Namibia

1

1026

Belize **

825
767

12 China PR

5

1918

66 Haiti

2

1372

120 St Lucia

2

989

Antigua and Barbuda **

13 Netherlands

-1

1906

67 Kazakhstan

4

1354

121 Bangladesh

2

987

Comoros **

761

14 Italy

-1

1855

68 Jamaica

4

1352

122 Sri Lanka

2

978

Turks and Caicos Islands **

704

15 Spain

-1

1852

69 Hong Kong

5

1347

123 Lebanon

2

949

Barbados *

979

16 New Zealand

0

1848

70 United Arab Emirates

3

1327

124 Maldives

5

948

Libya *

883
763

17 Korea Republic

1

1837

71 Tunisia

0

1325

125 Tanzania

3

947

Andorra *

-3

1836

72 Indonesia

5

1321

126 St Kitts and Nevis

1

942

Madagascar *

714

19 Switzerland

1

1833

73 Philippines

7

1312

127 Pakistan

3

926

Mauritius *

335

20 Iceland

-1

1828

74 Algeria

3

1311

128 Grenada

3

914

21 Scotland

0

1793

75 Morocco

4

1299

129 Dominica

3

900

18 Denmark

0

1767

76 Albania

5

1298

130 Afghanistan

3

889

0

1760

77 Guatemala

-1

1297

131 Malawi

3

838

24 Colombia

1

1747

78 Fiji

5

1292

132 Swaziland

3

836

25 Austria

2

1741

79 Bahrain

5

1288

133 Kenya

3

796

26 Mexico

0

1732

80 Guam

5

1287

134 Bhutan

3

778

27 Finland

-3

1728

80 Estonia

2

1287

135 Aruba

4

745

28 Belgium

0

1721

82 Faroe Islands

4

1286

136 Botswana

4

730

29 Poland

2

1654

83 Egypt

4

1278

Chile **

1559

30 Costa Rica

4

1651

84 Guyana

5

1274

Paraguay **

1459

** Inactivefor more than 18 months and therefore not
ranked.
	

22 Russia
23 Ukraine

31 Czech Republic

2

1647

85 Laos

3

1273

Peru **

1412

32 Thailand

-2

1645

86 Malaysia

4

1260

Panama **

1363

33 Republic of Ireland

-1

1643

87 Tonga

4

1258

Uruguay **

1361

34 Argentina

1

1621

88 New Caledonia

4

1252

Bulgaria **

1343

-6

1620

89 Senegal

3

1238

Azerbaijan **

1341

0

1604

89 Montenegro

5

1238

Tahiti **

1238

6

37 Nigeria

0

1602

91 Lithuania

4

1226

Bolivia **

1217

38 Chinese Taipei

0

1590

92 Cuba

4

1217

Benin **

1187
1152

39 Romania

0

1585

93 Mali

7

1216

Suriname **

40 Hungary

2

1569

94 Congo

5

1206

Honduras **

1152

41 Portugal

-1

1556

95 Zimbabwe

3

1200

Vanuatu **

1139

42 Uzbekistan

1

1540

96 Palestine

5

1192

Angola **

1134

43 Slovakia

3

1534

97 Dominican Republic

5

1191

Sierra Leone **

1132

44 Myanmar

0

1533

98 El Salvador

5

1188

Congo DR **

1132

45 Serbia

0

1532

99 Cook Islands

5

1185

Armenia **

1104

46 Cameroon

1

1496

100 Moldova

5

1174

American Samoa **

1075

47 Trinidad and Tobago

1

1494

101 Latvia

4

1171

Eritrea **

1060
1000

48 Ghana

2

1475

101 Malta

6

1171

St Vincent and the Grenadines **

49 Papua New Guinea

0

1473

103 Singapore

0

1166

Rwanda **

50 Belarus

1

1463

104 Puerto Rico

4

1156

Uganda **

965

51 Equatorial Guinea

2

1452

105 Ethiopia

4

1153

Bermuda **

943
927

52 Ecuador

2

1451

106 Solomon Islands

4

1144

Guinea-Bissau **

53 Croatia

2

1434

107 Samoa

4

1138

Syria **

927

54 South Africa

2

1431

108 Kyrgyzstan

4

1134

Macau **

922
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imago

35 Vietnam
36 Wales

* Provisionally listed due to not having played more
than five matches against officially ranked teams.

AUSTRALIA
IN THE
TOP FIVE
FOR THE
FIRST TIME
In exalted company Australia’s coach Alen Stajcic hugs his players Kyah Simon (left) and Lisa de Vanna.

If there is one emotion that football coaches the

Australia went on to secure back-to-back wins

world over would like to eradicate completely,

over Vietnam (9-0), Korea Republic (2-0) and

it is fear. If the players of a team believe that

Korea DPR (2-1), after which coach Alen Stajcic

the opposition somehow has the hex on them

said: “If you can beat the mighty Japan, you

due to a bad run of results and that the result of

shouldn’t set your sights any lower than

the forthcoming fixture is therefore a foregone

challenging for a medal at the Olympics. We’re

conclusion, they might as well give up and go

not going to Rio just to make up the numbers,

home.

that’s for sure.” The other Asian team to qualify

LEADER
USA
MOVES INTO TOP TEN
CANADA
MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NORWAY

was China PR.
Of course, journalists love nothing better than
to stir up interest in such matters, especially

The qualifying tournament and that 3-1 win in

when the two teams are about to play each

particular are reflected in the latest Women’s

other. A case in point was Japan v. Australia

World Ranking, with the Matildas climbing four

on 29 February 2016, the third match of the

places to join the USA, Germany, France and

Asian qualifiers for the Women’s Olympic

England in the top five. Meanwhile, 2011 world

Football Tournament Rio 2016. The clear

champions Japan have slipped to seventh,

underdogs were Australia, who hadn’t beaten

meaning that Australia are now the leading

the Nadeshiko in the past six matches, a run

Asian team in the ranking. Fear is not the

that included two painful 1-0 defeats – the first

primary emotion being felt Down Under right

in the 2014 Asian Cup final and the second in

now – quite the opposite, in fact.

MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
150
MOST MATCHES PLAYED
CANADA (11 matches)
BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
MALI AND PHILIPPINES (both up 7 ranks)
BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
VIETNAM (down 6 ranks)

the 2015 World Cup quarter-final in Canada.

Alan Schweingruber
Maybe it was all down to the special date: after
all, 29 February only comes around once every
four years. Whatever the reason, the Matildas
were on fire that day, showing – whisper it
gently – almost Olympic form in beating Japan
3-1 on their own turf. With the wind in their
sails following that opening-match victory,

http://www.fifa.com/worldranking
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GENDER EQUALITY
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“IF WOMEN WIN,
MEN WIN”

More than 40 years ago, the
legendary Billie Jean King paved
the way for equal pay in tennis.
Now she is empowering women
all over the world to use their
skills and get to the top – and
she was an inspirational keynote
speaker at the FIFA Women’s
Football & Leadership Conference
in Zurich on 7 March. FIFA 1904
took the opportunity to ask her
about gender inequality in
sports and how FIFA can lead
the way for equal rights.

Alexandra Wey/foto-net

NAME: Billie Jean King
BORN: 22 November 1943, Long Beach, California
ACTIVE TENNIS PLAYER: 1959-1983
TITLES: 169 including all four Grand Slams (Australian Open 1968;
French Open 1972; Wimbledon 1966, 1967, 1968, 1972, 1973, 1975;
US Open 1967, 1971, 1972, 1974)
ACHIEVEMENTS/HONOURS: Named one of the
“100 Most Important Americans of the 20th Century” by Life
magazine, recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2009,
co-founder of World Team Tennis and the Women’s Sports
Foundation, founder of the Billie Jean King Initiative
(leadership and diversity not-for-profit organisation) in 2014

FIFA 1904 /
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GENDER EQUALITY

Ambitious daughter Billie Jean King poses with her father Bill Moffitt (left), and Dutch footballer Robin van Persie enjoys a kickabout with his five-year-old daughter Dina (2014).

That’s what we need. Once you make a true
commitment, women will do it and they will do
it great.
Leading up to the “Battle of the Sexes” in 1973,
Bobby Riggs was very provocative in terms of
his assessment of women’s abilities. Do you
think that the attitude of men towards women
has changed?
The mentality is certainly better than it was back
then. The reason I got so much attention and
there was so much excitement about the match
was due to the fact that we were playing in the

men’s arena. Ninety-five per cent of traditional
media is controlled by men. So if it’s not about
them, they are not interested. As soon as I
played against Bobby Riggs in the men’s arena,

“If women win, men win.
It’s about us but it’s
also about them.”
Billie Jean King

QUOTES OF THE PARTICIPANTS
“The time is ripe for all of us to
shake up the status quo and
even the playing fields, giving
women’s football the chance
and recognition it deserves.”
Samar Nassar (Chief Executive Director
of the Local Organising Committee for the
FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup Jordan 2016)
10
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“From the time I was 12 years old, I have
dedicated my life to equal rights and
opportunities for all and I hope we can start a
positive conversation within FIFA, and football
in general, to promote equality for men and
women, especially in terms of representation,
inclusion and equal voice on and off the field.”
Billie Jean King
(Founder of the Women’s Sports Foundation)

“Next to education, football
is a bridge for friendship and
hope of a brighter future.”
Asisat Lamina Oshoala (Nigeria
national team player)

“Never allow waiting to be a habit, live your
dreams and take risks, life is happening now.”
Carol Tshabalala (conference moderator)

Handout, AFP

Billie Jean King, how can women break barriers
in order to succeed and be respected?
We need to have people invest in us in every
way – emotionally, with enthusiasm, and with
just as much money as for other projects. What
happens to us all the time is that for example
when a new women’s league is formed, after
two years they say it doesn’t make enough
money so those in charge let it go. They never
would do that to the guys. They lost billions
of dollars with Major League Soccer but they
hung on to it forever. Men should want their
daughters and sons to have equal opportunities.

FOR THE WOMEN. FOR THE WORLD.
Investment for success, female leaders
for progress, football for all: the
second edition of the FIFA Women’s
Football & Leadership Conference held
in Zurich on 7 March 2015 provided a
platform for open and stimulating
discussions.

improve its support for women and girls in

The common goal of all of the participants at

football, this year focused on the topic of

the conference was to open up opportunities

“Equality through reform”. In reference to the

and put ideas into practice. Abby Wambach,

reforms passed at the Extraordinary FIFA

Olympic gold medallist and world champion,

Congress on 26 February, which contain the

feels confident: “In the next few years, we can

obligation to promote women’s football and

achieve more than we have in the previous

women in football, including the requirement

30 years. There is far more potential for growth

for at least one woman per confederation to

in women’s football than men’s football. We

By Annette Braun

be elected to the new FIFA Council, Gianni

need to put forward proposals to make women’s

Infantino said: “Let’s set ambitious targets

football attractive and to put it on television,

and see where we get to.”

not only once every four years with the World

In her keynote speech at the second FIFA

Cup, but also in the years in between.”

Women’s Football & Leadership Conference,
Billie Jean King – tennis legend and pioneer

WIN-WIN SITUATION

in the fight for gender equality – asked the

Michael Kimmel, a professor at Stony Brook

audience to close their eyes: “Imagine a

University, made it clear that this was not just a

nine-year-old boy who wants to become a

matter for women to deal with alone: “Men

professional football player and maybe one day

shouldn’t think that this is a battle in which if

represent his country in a World Cup.

women win, men will lose. Gender equality is

Now imagine a nine-year-old girl who has the

also good for men.”

same dream. Think about the opportunities
open to these two children, and then, if you

“The goal is not just to reform, but also to

are honest, you will see how different they

transform,” added Billie Jean King, talking

still are.”

about the importance for FIFA to get more

Alexandra Wey / foto-net (5)

women into leadership roles. She believes the

EQUALITY THROUGH REFORM

FIFA reforms are just the start. Abby Wambach

The FIFA conference, which takes place annually

is optimistic about the future: “Women’s

to coincide with International Women’s Day and

football is gaining recognition. With the

is intended to provide a forum for discussion
about how world football’s governing body can

In the frame Billie Jean King steps into the IWD
photo booth in Zurich.

“We’re very excited about the momentum that is now
behind the women’s game and the BBC is committed
to continuing its coverage and investment.”
Barbara Slater (BBC Director of Sport)

“There is no tool for development
more effective than the
empowerment of women.”
Sonia Bien-Aime
(FIFA Executive Committee member)

“Above all, men and women have to work together in their efforts
to promote women in leadership.”
Lydia Nsekera (FIFA Executive Committee member)

reforms, women will fight for us women.
I can’t wait.”

“To change the way of
thinking takes a while, as not
everyone is ready to do it at
the same time. Therefore, we
have to convince and prove
every day that gender balance
is the best solution in every organisation.”
Brigitte Henriques
(General Secretary of the French Football Association)
FIFA 1904 /
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GENDER EQUALITY
they were interested. If women get into positions
of power they have to think the same way. They
have to think: now it’s about me and I’m going
to make sure it’s put out there right.
Does the mentality of women have to change
as well?
Let’s say, I go to a cocktail party and ask a man
what sports he likes. He gives many examples.
When I ask women guess what 99.9 per cent of
them answer?
Football?!
You have to answer that, I know! But what they
really say is: “I’m not coordinated, I’m not very
good but...” Males never would do that. If a
woman makes a mistake she says: “I’m so sorry.”
Boys don’t do that either. It’s a socialisation
process. Stop thinking that you are not worthy.
Women have to believe in themselves and they
have to truly believe that they deserve to be at
the top.
What impression did the FIFA Women’s Football
& Leadership Conference leave you with?
With the new reforms, FIFA can lead the way.
You could see that everyone at the conference
was pitching in and that everyone is willing to
make a change. The women’s game is an
opportunity and an obligation. The conference
made clear though that we can’t do it without
the men because they are in the positions of
power. So we need them to understand that
their lives will be better with gender equality,
too. If women win, men win. It’s about us but
it’s also about them.

“Forget me. Forget the medals
won, the records broken and
the sacrifices made. I want to
leave a legacy where the ball
keeps rolling forward, where the
next generation accomplishes things
so great that I am no longer remembered.”
Abby Wambach (Olympic gold medallist,
World Cup winner and US soccer icon)
12
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Thimphu, 2,300 metres above sea level FIFA is developing women’s football in Bhutan (December 2013).

Dominican Republic Girls practising on a pitch in the capital city of Santo Domingo (August 2015).

“Women’s rights are achieved
through passion, determination,
perseverance and hard work
for social change
and development
Always be on top of your game.”
Felicite Rwemarika
(executive member
and President of the
Women’s Football Commission
at the Rwanda Football Association)

“When we embrace girls and women
we give promise to our future.”
Donna de Varona (Olympic champion,
lead advisor for The EY Women
Athletes Business Network)

“We cannot fully empower women and girls
without also engaging boys and men.”
Michael Kimmel (Professor of Sociology
and Gender Studies, Stony Brook University)

“Individuals can make a big
difference if they have a great
message. But football is a
team sport so it can even have a
greater impact on gender equality.”
Billie Jean King

Alexandra Wey / foto-net (4)

Budding world champion US player Abby Wambach (left) plays with the daughter of team-mate Shannon Boxx (right).

How can you convince men to trust the process
and think of it as a win-win-situation?
We’ve been through so much so we can bring a lot
to the table. Every single person brings a different
story. Everyone is brought up by different parents,
nationalities and cultures. The diversity is becoming
amazing. We not only want to have a seat at the
table, we want to have a voice. The Billie Jean King
Initiative collaborated with Deloitte University
Leadership Center for Inclusion and did a whole
study on millennials in the workplace and found
that they believe in having an equal say as well.
Diversity is creating that mindset. I think that this
is a plus with younger people. They are the future

and it’s important that we believe in them. It’s
sometimes a struggle for them because they can’t
find jobs but I think in the long run this will make
them stronger. We need to have mixed groups with
different backgrounds. That’s going to actually help
to get to solutions.
How influential are sports for gender equality?
Sports are part of the arts and a microcosm of
society. Sports can build bridges, break down
barriers and establish friendships. Seeing
someone in motion is inspiring. It reveals the
character of yourself and others. Sports help you
with your self-awareness and tell you what your

“In sports, as in all other arenas of society, gender equality is long
overdue. With more women in leadership, everyone benefits.”
Kristin Hetle (Director of Strategic Partnerships, UN Women)

“They can take the ball away from me
but they cannot take away my passion.”
Annie Zaidi (Founder CoachAnnieZFoundation)

“Give us a chance –
you will be amazed at
what we can achieve.”
Ebru Köksal (FIFA
Consultant/Women
in Football Board Director)

strengths are. Coaches need to keep insisting
about what makes you great. You will never be
good at everything so you have to make sure
that even your weaknesses are adequate. I knew
that my forehand was horrible but I knew that it
had to be good enough in crucial situations.
Everything else made my game: my quickness,
my serve, my vertical jump. If you get to know
that about yourself, it makes you stronger.
Tennis is a great role model for gender equality.
How does football need to develop to measure
up to this success story?
Individuals can make a big difference if they
have a great message. But football is a team
sport so it can even have a greater impact on
gender equality. If a woman’s national team
wins the World Cup, that is over 20 players who
have succeeded. If you win Wimbledon it’s only
one. Additionally, football is played by boys and
girls on every continent all over the world.
To play football, you don’t need a tennis court,
you don’t need an expensive racket, you just
need a ball. Tennis hasn’t even reached Africa
yet. I was so impressed by the video about the

“Out of crisis comes
opportunity. Change is
an imperative for FIFA.
Gender equality must be
part of that change, so
we can use the whole talent
pool – not just half of it – to make football
better, and make the world better as well.”
Moya Dodd (co-opted
FIFA Executive Committee member)
FIFA 1904 /

13

GENDER EQUALITY

040 TITEL
SWEET
DREAMS
STOFF FROM
X04 ZEILE
SUGAR
BITTE
LOAF
Claudia Umpiérrez recently made Uruguayan footballing history by becoming the
first woman to referee a professional men’s match.
By Alan Schweingruber
Central Español versus Tacuarembó, a clash
between the bottom two teams in the second
division, far from an easy game. “The match
was certainly an emotional one,” she tells FIFA
1904. “Not least because a lot of my family
and friends were in the stadium. But it went
well. It was a hard but fair match.” For the
record, Central Español won 3-2.

A LAWYER AND A MOTHER
As Claudia stepped out on the pitch on 5 March,
who could have blamed her parents for
Montevideo
Claudia Umpiérrez
after her successful
refereeing debut
on 5 March 2016.

thinking back to the day when their teenage
daughter decided to sign herself up for a
refereeing course at university? Didn’t she
already have enough on her plate with her
law studies? Surely she didn’t need such a

Claudia Umpiérrez was still a young girl when

AN EMOTIONAL MATCH

distraction? Nearly 15 years later, her decision

her parents decided to up sticks and move

Pan de Azúcar, a town of around 7,000 inhabit-

has well and truly paid off: Claudia Umpiérrez

with their three kids – from the bustling

ants, may well be in the footballing backwaters

is now a lawyer in a bank, the mother of a

capital city of Montevideo to Pan de Azúcar,

of Uruguay, but the country of the two-time

two-year-old girl, the wife of a football referee

a small, sleepy countryside town around

world champions has often sat up and taken

(Gabriel Popovits), and a successful FIFA

100km to the east. Even the vast beach, so

notice of this small town with its evocative

referee in her own right.

practical for families, was now a 15-minute

name (“Sugar Loaf”). The townspeople are, for

drive away.

example, rightly proud of one of their famous

Collaboration: Giovanni Marti

sons – Luis Maidana – who was born in 1934
Given the choice, Claudia and her two brothers

and went on to play in goal for his country at

would have preferred to stay in the city, but the

the 1962 World Cup in Chile. But with the

family’s move proved to be a significant one for

arrival of the Umpiérrezes came a new name

Claudia’s future career. The 33-year-old is now

around town: that of Rubén Umpiérrez,

one of South America’s top female match

Claudia’s uncle, who was part of the successful

officials, having taken charge of three matches

AS Nancy sides of the 1970s and 1980s, played

at the FIFA Women’s World Cup 2015™ in

more than 400 matches in France, and also had

Claudia Umpiérrez took charge of three match-

Canada. It would be easy to assume that

the honour of representing his country.

es at the Women’s World Cup 2015 in Canada.

because she comes from a family of football

Now 59, he will no doubt have beamed with

“Claudia Umpiérrez comes from a country with

fans, which is of course partly true, but then

pride when his niece made Uruguayan foot-

a great football culture and refereeing tradition.

there was also the little matter of there being a

balling history on 5 March 2016 and, as fate

She is physically and mentally very strong, and

football pitch right next to the new family home

would have it, in Montevideo, a place that she

she understands football. I was very happy with

in Pan de Azúcar. “We were never off it!”

had once left with a heavy heart. This time,

her performance in Canada. It was another

smiles Umpiérrez. “My dad was in charge of the

however, she returned to the city to become

career highlight for her, and she certainly

club’s youth teams, so my brothers and I often

the first woman to take charge of a match in

deserved it.”

played there right up until 11 o’clock at night.”

professional men’s football in Uruguay:

/ FIFA 1904
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Gabriel Popovits

Massimo Busacca, FIFA Head of Refereeing:

Umpiérrez simply embarked upon her career
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“PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY STRONG”

“In a perfect world I’d want every child to have the same access and the same opportunities.”
Billie Jean King

FIFA development project in Malawi which was
shown during the conference. Football has no
limits. Look what the Women’s World Cup has
done with very few resources compared to the
men’s. If the commitment is there, it’s going to
make the world a better place.

Alexandra Wey / foto-net (2)

You said in your speech: “Close your eyes and
imagine a nine-year-old boy and a nine-year-old
girl who want to become professional football
players and you realise how different their paths
still are.” If you close your eyes now and imagine
the future for women, what does it look like?
Everyone in the world should work as a team
and be good to each other. I imagine a world
where everyone is the same under the law and in
a perfect world I’d want every child to have the
same access and the same opportunities. I want
everyone to at least start with a level playing
field. I’m not sure if that’s ever going to happen
but that’s my dream. I’d also like to see Hillary
Clinton become the first female president of the
United States so that these seven-, eight- and
nine-year-olds see that anything is possible.
We had a black president which was hugely
important because the black community started
to breathe easy for the first time and realised:
maybe I can do some great stuff, too. Barack
Obama gave a lot of people hope. Now it’s a
woman’s turn. Hillary Clinton could send a great
message to all the women out there.

“Our female players
inspire the next
generation of
leaders to be the
best at what they
do, whether in sports,
business, science or any other field.”
Sunil Gulati
(President of the US Soccer Federation/
FIFA Executive Committee member)

What is your message to all these women?
For the Game. For the Girls. For the World.
Get engaged, dream big and go for it. Serve
and volley, charge. Be aggressive but be smart.
Believe in yourself and say: I can do this and I
will enjoy it. Don’t be negative, be positive
about your life and what you’re doing. It’s not

easy and sometimes I catch myself, too. I want
women to hear their own voice and use it.
Just like Madeleine Albright says: “Interrupt.”
The cake, the icing and the cherry: you can have
it all!
Annette Braun was speaking to Billie Jean King

Star turn US presidential candidate Hillary Clinton is aware of her position as a role model (February 2016).

“We must use adversity to strengthen us, motivate us
and drive us to change things, not only for ourselves
but for all generations of women to follow.”
Sarai Bareman
(OFC Deputy General Secretary)

“It is not just about women’s rights –
it is about increasing the quality
of decisions in football through diversity.”

“If behind every successful man
there’s a great woman – just think
what could happen if the women
had the support of the men.”
Amanda Davies
(CNN sports anchor/
correspondent)

Sylvia Schenk (CAS arbitrator)
FIFA 1904 /
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SNAPSHOT

Remko de Waal / Keystone
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Last respects
A woman writes in the book of
condolences for Johan Cruyff
(25 April 1947 – 24 March
2016) in the Amsterdam
Museum, the Netherlands.
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MEN’S WORLD RANKING

18

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

1 Belgium

0

1506

55 Panama

5

576

109 Angola

2

306

163 Liechtenstein

2

137

2 Argentina

0

1457

56 Japan

2

575

110 Central African Republic

2

302

164 Gambia

1

135

3 Spain

0

1374

57 Korea Republic

-4

566

110 Nicaragua

-2

302

164 Bermuda

-6

135

4 Germany

0

1355

58 Congo DR

-1

565

112 Azerbaijan

4

300

166 Malaysia

5

129

5 Chile

0

1307

59 Congo

-5

564

113 Turkmenistan

1

298

167 American Samoa

0

128

6 Brazil

0

1254

60 Saudi Arabia

-5

562

113 Aruba

1

298

167 Cook Islands

0

128

7 Portugal

0

1234

61 Cameroon

1

551

115 Sierra Leone

2

297

167 Samoa

0

128

8 Colombia

0

1215

62 Nigeria

1

547

116 Armenia

7

296

170 Puerto Rico

2

127

9 England

0

1112

63 Guinea

-2

540

117 Palestine

-7

290

170 Timor-Leste

0

127

10 Austria

0

1095

64 United Arab Emirates

1

517

118 Thailand

2

288

172 Mauritius

0

120

11 Uruguay

0

1082

64 Belarus

3

517

119 Belize

1

286

173 Comoros

1

119

12 Switzerland

0

1070

64 Haiti

1

517

120 Ethiopia

4

285

174 São Tomé e Príncipe

13 Ecuador

0

1039

67 Uganda

3

506

121 St Kitts and Nevis

-3

284

-15

117

175 Yemen

0

112

14 Italy

1

999

67 Australia

1

506

122 Georgia

-2

283

176 Dominica

0

109

15 Netherlands

-1

997

67 Israel

6

506

123 Syria

2

279

177 Bangladesh

0

100

16 Romania

0

990

70 Bulgaria

5

500

124 Swaziland

3

277

178 Laos

0

88

17 Wales

0

984

70 South Africa

3

500

125 Tanzania

0

276

178 Indonesia

2

88

18 Croatia

0

965

72 Bolivia

0

499

125 Kazakhstan

6

276

178 US Virgin Islands

0

88

19 Hungary

0

951

73 Mali

-5

490

127 Chad

-14

275

181 Chinese Taipei

0

80

20 Turkey

0

943

74 Uzbekistan

-3

484

128 Lithuania

0

274

181 New Caledonia

0

80

21 Bosnia and Herzegovina

0

917

75 Venezuela

6

480

129 Burundi

-10

273

183 Cambodia

0

79

22 Mexico

0

902

76 Equatorial Guinea

-12

479

130 Madagascar

-1

272

184 Brunei Darussalam

0

74

23 Russia

0

892

77 Benin

0

464

131 Zimbabwe

0

271

185 Nepal

3

70

24 France

0

871

78 Zambia

-2

457

132 Bahrain

-2

269

186 Fiji

0

68

25 Czech Republic

0

861

79 Cyprus

0

442

133 Kuwait

0

265

187 Montserrat

0

67

26 Slovakia

-1

858

80 Qatar

-2

441

133 Namibia

1

265

187 Pakistan

-2

67

27 Ukraine

0

845

81 Morocco

-1

424

135 Philippines

-1

263

189 Sri Lanka

0

62

28 Northern Ireland

1

833

82 Jordan

0

414

135 Sudan

1

263

190 Suriname

0

57

29 Republic of Ireland

1

809

83 Gabon

0

412

135 Cuba

4

263

191 Seychelles

0

56

30 USA

2

792

84 Montenegro

0

409

138 FYR Macedonia

0

257

191 Tahiti

0

56

31 Cape Verde Islands

2

789

85 Rwanda

0

397

139 Hong Kong

-2

253

193 Bhutan

0

49

31 Poland

3

789

86 Burkina Faso

-1

392

140 South Sudan

0

246

194 Vanuatu

0

47

33 Costa Rica

-2

784

87 Canada

-2

385

141 St Vincent and the Grenadines

3

243

195 Macau

0

44

34 Sweden

1

769

88 Estonia

0

376

142 Luxembourg

0

233

196 Cayman Islands

0

43

35 Albania

1

754

89 Honduras

2

375

143 Barbados

0

227

197 Turks and Caicos Islands

0

33

36 Côte d‘Ivoire

-8

744

90 Antigua and Barbuda

0

373

144 St Lucia

1

216

198 San Marino

0

28

37 Algeria

-1

743

91 Iraq

-2

371

145 Lebanon

-5

215

199 British Virgin Islands

0

27

38 Iceland

0

741

92 Botswana

0

370

146 Vietnam

0

210

200 Solomon Islands

0

26

39 Greece

0

718

93 Faroe Islands

1

357

147 Guinea-Bissau

0

207

201 Andorra

0

6

40 Denmark

0

706

94 Korea DPR

1

356

148 Singapore

0

198

202 Mongolia

-1

4

41 Ghana

0

656

95 Guatemala

1

354

149 New Zealand

1

196

202 Papua New Guinea

1

4

42 Peru

1

646

96 China PR

-3

351

150 Tajikistan

-2

193

204 Anguilla

0

0

43 Paraguay

-1

642

97 Oman

0

342

151 Curaçao

-1

192

204 Bahamas

0

0

44 Iran

0

627

98 Latvia

2

341

151 Afghanistan

3

192

204 Djibouti

0

0

45 Scotland

1

617

99 El Salvador

-1

340

153 Lesotho

-1

186

204 Eritrea

0

0

46 Finland

1

615

100 Mozambique

2

337

154 Myanmar

-1

169

204 Somalia

0

0

47 Tunisia

1

609

101 Togo

2

333

154 Guam

2

169

204 Tonga

0

0

48 Senegal

-3

603

101 Liberia

0

333

156 Guyana

6

165
165

49 Trinidad and Tobago

0

598

103 Kenya

-4

331

156 Moldova

-1

50 Serbia

1

596

104 Malawi

0

329

158 Maldives

-1

161

51 Norway

-1

594

105 Kyrgyzstan

0

324

159 Dominican Republic

1

150

52 Jamaica

-1

593

106 Mauritania

1

320

160 India

2

142

53 Egypt

2

589

107 Libya

-2

319

161 Malta

0

139

54 Slovenia

5

577

108 Niger

1

312

161 Grenada

1

139

/ FIFA 1904

Last updated:
3 March 2016

Patricia de Melo Moreira / AFP

Rank Team

Cracking Cape Verde Defender Gegé and his team-mates just can’t stop winning – the island nation is the new number one in Africa.

Russia. Once regarded as mere also-rans, Cape

heavyweights – those who have reached a

Verde are now well placed to qualify for both

World Cup quarter-final (Cameroon, Ghana,

tournaments. And now they are the best team in

Senegal), those who represent 180 million

Africa to boot. Stay cool? Easier said than done!

people (Nigeria), and those who often triumph
at the Africa Cup of Nations (Côte d’Ivoire,

CHILDREN WERE FANS OF SENEGAL

Egypt) – have all been powerless to stop the

The history of the Cape Verdean national team

march of a so-called minnow. Cape Verde,

does not date back very far as they only played

a group of islands off the west coast of Africa

their first internationals a few years after the

where football long lay dormant, have shot up

country gained independence from Portugal in

st

There’s been a remarkable shift
in power in the FIFA/Coca-Cola
World Ranking: Cape Verde,
an island state of around
500,000 people, are currently
the best-placed African team.
By Alan Schweingruber

the ranking to 31 place. No other African

1975. The Cape Verdean FA then joined FIFA in

country – of which there are no fewer than 53 –

1986. For many years, football was simply

is currently ranked as high.

something you played in your spare time. If kids
kicked a ball about on the streets, they tended

Somewhat surprisingly maybe, the Cape Verdean

to do so wearing shirts of Senegal, the closest

FA general secretary is still refusing to get carried

country on the west coast of Africa and, in

away, wary as he is of adding to the general

football terms at least, Cape Verde’s big bro

sense of euphoria with some 500,000 Cape

ther. Unable to join their brother on the pitch,

Verdeans already excited about next year’s

Cape Verdeans cheered them on instead – but

Africa Cup of Nations in Gabon, which will be

there’s now a very real chance that the two

swiftly followed in 2018 by the World Cup in

countries could meet head-on once the third



STAY
COOL

It’s actually happened. Africa’s footballing

FIFA 1904 /
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It is often claimed that more
Cape Verdeans live abroad – up
to 700,000 – than on the nine
Atlantic islands themselves.

Pure joy A Cape Verdean father and his son celebrate a 2-0 friendly win over Portugal (March 2015).

and final qualifying round for the 2018 World

and promptly reached the quarter-finals.

Cup gets under way in October. But the

That was the signal for people back home to

question is: who would now be in the role of

throw the mother of all parties, but not before

big brother?

the team had shown them how to do it as
they sang and danced their way into the press

It is often claimed that more Cape Verdeans live

conference after their crucial victory over

abroad – up to 700,000 – than on the nine

Angola in their final group match.

Atlantic islands themselves. Many of those
abroad hold dual nationality, such as Portugal’s

Music is, after all, part and parcel of life in Cape

Nani, whose parents are from Cape Verde. The

Verde. Anyone who thinks of the lilting sounds

father of former Swedish international Henrik

of morna immediately thinks of the biggest star

Larsson also hails from the island state. Two

that the country has ever produced: Cesária

impressive names, which explains why former

Évora (1941-2011), who for decades walked the

Cape Verde national team manager Alexandre

streets with her beguiling and melancholic

Alhinho revamped the scouting system some

songs until she finally, at the age of 48, received

13 years ago, travelling the world, visiting clubs,

her first record deal. She quickly became an

talking to people and paving the way for

international star. What more inspiration could

Cape Verde’s sensational qualification for the

Cape Verde’s players need?

LEADER
BELGIUM (unchanged)
MOVES INTO TOP TEN
NONE
MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NONE
MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
14
MOST MATCHES PLAYED
CONGO DR, CÔTE D’IVOIRE, GUINEA,
LEBANON, MALI (2 matches each)
BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
VENEZUELA (up 57 points)

2013 Africa Cup of Nations – the smallest-ever
country to do so.

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
ARMENIA (up 7 ranks)

THE MOTHER OF ALL PARTIES
Their debut appearance at that tournament
turned out to be a story in itself. As the

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
CÔTE D’IVOIRE (down 84 points)

Ana Rita Silva / Citizenside / AFP

national team did not have enough money to
get to South Africa, a fund-raising campaign
called “Operation CAN 2013” was launched

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
SÃO TOMÉ E PRÍNCIPE (down 15 ranks)

with commemorative stamps, special concerts
and donations. And then everything simply fell
into place – the teamwork, the qualifying
campaign, the fans’ support – which is why the
players left for South Africa full of confidence...

http://www.fifa.com/worldranking
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FIWC 2016

New York City sparkles in the March sunshine A fitting venue for the Grand Final of the FIWC 2016.

BIGGER AND BETTER!

At the New York showdown of the FIFA Interactive World Cup 2016, 32 players battled it out
on the EA SPORTS™ FIFA 16 game for the coveted title of FIFA Interactive World Cup Champion.
The Grand Final, held from 20 to 22 March, attracted considerable media attention.
By Perikles Monioudis

The stakes are high – the chance to win a

For the first time, it was possible to take part in

genuine FIFA trophy – and everyone is in with a

the tournament using either of the two leading

shout. This is the football fans’ tournament,

consoles, PlayStation®4 or Xbox One.

FIWC LIVE
After the groups were drawn on

of the Grand Final is crowned FIFA Interactive

In 2010, the FIFA Interactive World Cup entered

over two days on 21 and 22 March. All

World Cup Champion.

the Guinness Book of World Records as the

matches were streamed live on FIFA.com.

world’s largest computer game tournament. This

The whole of the Grand Final could also

The FIWC, which takes place annually, is organ-

year, the Grand Final was broadcast live at prime

be followed on FIFA TV on YouTube and

ised by FIFA in cooperation with EA SPORTS™ to

time in the USA on Fox Sports 1 for the first time

on Twitter @FIWC: the group stage on

find the world’s best EA SPORTS™ FIFA 16 player.

in its history.

21 March (live stream: 14.00 to 18.00

This year marked the 12th edition of the

local time); the final round on 22 March

tournament and it was held in New York – the

TITLE, PRIZE MONEY, FIFA BALLON D’OR

(live stream: 18.00 to 20.00 local time).

competition’s second time in the USA, having

The FIWC champion in Munich in 2015 was

Fox Sports 1 also broadcast the tourna-

previously been hosted in Los Angeles in 2011.

Abdulaziz Alshehri of Saudi Arabia. His reward

ment live in the USA.
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20 March 2016, the matches took place

where the fans become the stars, and the winner

Head to head Mohamad Al-Bacha (Denmark; right) and Sean Allen (England) battle it out in New York’s venerable Apollo Theatre.

Sweet taste of victory Mohamad Al-Bacha lifts the trophy in celebration.

FIFA 1904 /
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FIWC 2016

Unbroken concentration Mohamad Al-Bacha in full flow.

Group stage in the Skylark Lounge Who will score next?

24
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“I was thinking a bit ‘This game is over’, but unfortunately for my opponent the game is 90
minutes. I scored two goals within two minutes that made me a world champion.”
Mohamad al-Bacha

for beating Frenchman Julien Dassonville in the

one to two. The tournament therefore promised

look at some of the memorable moments

May 2015 final was not just the title of virtual

to be bigger and more competitive than ever this

from the Grand Final by visiting the FIWC

world champion, but also prize money of USD

year, and it didn’t disappoint. Reigning world

Facebook page.

20,000 and an invitation to the FIFA Ballon d’Or.

champion Alshehri was guaranteed a place in

Alshehri duly enjoyed a trip to Zurich in January,

the Grand Final but unfortunately was unable

“To win the competition is beyond words for

where he rubbed shoulders with Lionel Messi,

to attend. The remaining slots were awarded to

me. For the last few months I have really

Cristiano Ronaldo and Neymar at the star-studded

30 winners of online qualifiers across three

worked on my performance and was totally

gala. He also played a couple of games of

staggered seasons, with the final place going to

committed to playing the best I could here in

EA SPORTS™ FIFA 16 against Brazilian world

the winner of the live qualifying tournament in

New York. Being presented with the winner’s

champion Kaká and Germany’s Célia Šašić

the host country, the USA.

trophy by David Villa is amazing and I can’t

(winner of UEFA Best Women’s Player in Europe

quite believe this is reality yet!” said Al-Bacha.

for 2014/15), whose performances in the virtual

“REAL PASSION FOR FOOTBALL”

game Alshehri praised. They were still no match

For three days, the finalists went head to head

Speaking about Mohamad Al-Bacha’s win, the

for Alshehri though, who after all had made it

in the US metropolis in their quest to become

Spanish world champion David Villa said: “It’s

past 1,206,517 other players – the total number

the world’s best gamer on EA SPORTS™ FIFA

been a real eye opener for me to see the level

of participants in the FIWC 2015. Even more

16 until this year’s victor emerged: Mohamad

of competition here. The professionalism and

players – 2,326,583 – took part in the online

Al-Bacha of Denmark. In addition to the

mental strength in the final was just like in a

qualifiers for FIWC 2016.

championship title, he has won USD 20,000

real World Cup final. I played a few of the

and a trip to the FIFA Ballon d’Or. But actually

competitors myself but I’m nowhere near their

For the FIWC 2016, the number of slots for the

just qualifying for the Grand Final was a prize

level. Congratulations to Mohamad Al-Bacha.

Grand Final was increased to 32, and the number

in itself, with an impressive programme of

He played a great match this evening and

of gaming platforms was also increased from

events laid on for the gamers. You can take a

showed a real passion for football.”

PAST WINNERS
2016: Mohamad Al-Bacha (Denmark);
2015: Abdulaziz Alshehri (Saudi Arabia);
2014: August Rosenmeier (Denmark);
2013: Bruce Grannec (France);
2012: Alfonso Ramos (Spain);
2011: Francisco Cruz (Portugal);
2010: Nenad Stojkovic (USA);
Jonathan Skudlik

2009: Bruce Grannec (France);
2008: Alfonso Ramos (Spain);
2006: Andries Smit (Netherlands);
2005: Chris Bullard (England);
2004: Thiago Carico de Azevedo (Brazil).

Unforgettable FIWC 2015 winner Abdulaziz Alshehri meets Lionel Messi at the FIFA Ballon d’Or 2015.
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Today’s hopefuls
competing to become
tomorrow’s stars.

© 2016 Visa. All rights reserved.

SOCIAL MEDIA
FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
“THERE WILL BE MORE WOMEN ON THE FIFA COUNCIL.
WHICH NEXT STEPS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE FIFA
TAKE TOWARDS A FURTHER COMMITMENT TO GENDER EQUALITY?”

“GREATER PROMOTION OF THE WOMEN’S GAME, BETTER FIELD QUALITY,
AND MORE WOMEN IN POSITIONS OF POWER WITHIN FIFA.”
Allison Cary on Twitter

“FIFPRO WORLD XI FOR THE WOMEN TO BE HONOURED
AT THE ANNUAL BALLON D’OR LIKE THE MEN. “
David Welch on Twitter

“ADVOCATE & SUPPORT LIVABLE MINIMUM WAGES
FOR ELITE FEMALE FOOTBALLERS WORLDWIDE
(ENABLING FULL-TIME FOCUS & HIGHER STANDARDS)”
Katherine on Twitter

“MORE MEDIA COVERAGE OF WOMEN’S FOOTBALL”
Helen Charlesworth on Twitter

FIFA

“NO MORE FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD PLAYER OF THE YEAR.
WE WORK/PLAY JUST AS HARD. WE DESERVE OUR OWN BALLON D’OR AWARD.”
Gina Claborn on Twitter
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FIRST LOVE
PLACE Panama City, Panama
DATE 20 March 2015
TIME 15.28
PHOTOGRAPHER Caio Vilela

Fotogloria

THE INTERVIEW

Fabian Johnson, 28
The midfielder believes
that the USA can aim for a
World Cup semi-final.
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“I WOULD CHOOSE
THE USA AGAIN”
Five years ago, Fabian Johnson had a big decision to make:
Germany or the USA? Now, he’s a pillar of the Stars and Stripes.
A chat about the meaning of “home”, Jürgen Klinsmann and
American football.
Alan Schweingruber was speaking to Fabian Johnson

Fabian, can you still remember the day you
decided to play for the USA?
Fabian Johnson: That would have been in the
summer or autumn of 2011. Jürgen Klinsmann
called me and asked whether I could see myself
playing for the USA. So I sat down and gave it
some thought.

Levon Biss

Did you call Klinsmann back?
I didn’t agree straight away. He invited me to
attend a USA training camp so that I could get to
know the team and the coaches. I joined in with
training and everyone made me feel welcome. That
made my mind up. I wanted to be part of the team.
I made my debut for the USA against France in
November 2011. My parents didn’t really get
involved in my decision. They would have backed
me no matter what I had decided.
You were part of the Germany team that won
the U-21 European Championship in 2009
alongside Manuel Neuer, Sami Khedira and
Mezut Özil, who all went on to lift the World
Cup…
I know what you are going to ask. It wasn’t easy
for me back then. I was at VfL Wolfsburg between
2009 and 2011, and I wasn’t really playing much
so there was obviously no chance of me being
considered for the national team. Then I moved to
Hoffenheim, which is when the call from Jürgen
Klinsmann came. It all went really quickly from
FIFA 1904 /
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there, and I was just relieved that everything was
going well again. Should I have waited for my
chance with Germany? I am happy with how it has
all turned out. I would make exactly the same
decision again if I had to.

“Should I have waited for
my chance with Germany?
I am happy with how it
has all turned out.”
Do you consider yourself to be German or
American these days?
[laughs] I hear that question a lot. I guess most
people who have parents from two different
countries also get the same question. I can’t really
answer it though. My father is from Chicago [Ed.
he was stationed in Mannheim as a US marine],
and whenever I am in the USA I enjoy my time
there. I am now playing for my dad’s homeland,
which means that I have a stronger connection to
the USA now. My mother is from Bavaria though.
I grew up there and learnt to play football there.
I am German but I am also American.

Tell us a little about him.
He’s a great motivator. He tries to get the best out
of everyone. His players’ mental attitude is very
important to him. And he is ambitious.
In October 2015, he sent you home early after
you had lost 1-0 to Mexico. He thought you were
faking an injury. What happened there?
That was a misunderstanding and we have talked
it over since. These things happen in football. But
I’m back on board now – that’s the main thing.
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NAME Fabian Johnson
BORN 11 December 1987, Munich
NATIONALITY Germany and USA
CLUB CAREER 1860 Munich, VfL Wolfsburg, TSG Hoffenheim,
Borussia Mönchengladbach
INTERNATIONAL CAREER (USA) 42 appearances
INTERNATIONAL CAREER (GERMANY)
(U-17, U-18, U-19, U-20, U-21) 35 appearances

Levon Biss

In which language do you speak to Klinsmann?
If it’s just the two of us, German. Otherwise
English.

“Let’s be honest: how many people thought we would qualify for the
knockout stages after being drawn into a group with Portugal, Ghana and
Germany? Very few. We can take heart from how we played in Brazil.”

Can the USA win a World Cup soon?
The women have shown us the way! [laughs]
It’s too early to make any predictions about Russia
2018. We’ve only just started the qualifiers. But I
don’t see any reason why the USA can’t qualify for
a World Cup quarter-final or a semi-final in the
near future. We weren’t far off in Brazil because
the round of 16 against Belgium could have gone
either way. Thibaut Courtois had a great game in
goal though, and we ended up losing 2-1. But let’s
be honest: how many people thought we would
qualify for the knockout stages after being drawn
into a group with Portugal, Ghana and Germany?
Very few. We can take heart from how we played
in Brazil.
You were particularly impressive against
Portugal, marking Cristiano Ronaldo out of the
game at times. How was that little duel for you?
When I look back at it now, I can obviously
remember being up against him. But at the time,
just the feeling of being at a World Cup was much
more intense. The 2014 World Cup felt like one
long movie that ended too quickly. It was an
incredible experience.
What was the game against Germany like?
One word: chaotic!
Because of the rain?
Yes. Our families didn’t even make it to the
stadium because Recife’s streets were flooded.
We had to warm up on the touchline so that the
pitch didn’t get damaged. The weather turned
everything on its head. But the game itself was
fantastic. It was even better for me because I knew
virtually all of the German team. Unfortunately,
we lost the match [Ed. 1-0].
The USA haven’t had it all their own way in
recent friendlies, and you haven’t qualified for
the FIFA Confederations Cup 2017 either.
What’s going wrong?

Games against so-called minnows are never as
easy as they look. You have to look at the bigger
picture. Matches in the south are always tricky.
Take our game in Honduras, for example. It kicked
off at 2pm so you can probably imagine what
happened. It was over 30 degrees so it wasn’t long
before we were out on our feet. Then the referee
made a wrong decision, and all of a sudden it’s
game over.

You signed your first professional contract at
1860 Munich. Who was your mentor?
I never really had a football mentor as such.
I joined 1860 because my brother, who is four
years older than me, was also playing there.
My mum made it possible for me to play club
football. She drove me to and from hundreds of
training sessions and matches so that I could enjoy
my hobby. My brother doesn’t play anymore.

Tell us about “soccer” in the USA.
It’s crazy to see just how big American football is
in the USA. It’s everywhere. No matter where you
go, no matter which bar you visit – American
football is always on. If it’s not, then it’s baseball,
which can sometimes go on for days. Football
probably won’t overtake those games any time
soon, but one thing’s for sure: Americans like to
be swept along by a craze, which is great.
Our matches in Brazil were a big deal in the USA,
as was the women’s World Cup win last year.

Is it true that you have played in every outfield
position on the pitch?
Yes. When I signed for Mönchengladbach, I
assumed that the coach wanted me as a defender
but Lucien Favre decided that I was too attackminded and pushed me up into midfield. I’ve also
played up front though, that’s true. It was a while
ago though. Back when my mum was still driving
me around!

Do you go to the USA for your holidays?
Rarely. I just don’t have the time. If I do, then I fly
to the east coast – last time I was in New York and
Miami. The Copa América will be played in the USA
in June. There’ll be an incredible atmosphere in the
stadiums thanks to all of the fans from the south.
I saw that for myself when we played Mexico.
The European Championship will be taking place
in France at the same time though. Which
tournament will your parents be watching?
The one that I am playing in! [laughs] My family
probably won’t be able to come to the USA, and I’ll
also have to watch the EURO from afar. As much
as I can anyway, given the time difference…
Which league do you enjoy watching the most?
The English. The tempo over there just sucks you
in. And, of course, the German. I hope that it will
be a little more competitive one day. It will be hard
to get past Bayern in the next few years.
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THEN

1990
NAPLES, ITALY

Laurent Van Der Stockt / Gamma-Rapho / Getty Images

If you couldn’t get your hands on a ticket, you watched the games on TV.
At least this particular “box” had a cool spot in the heat of the Italian summer.
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NOW

2014
RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL

Nick Potts / PA / Keystoone

All eyes were on the Seleção at “their” World Cup,
with even the local delicacies taking a back seat for once.
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WE NEED THE PROS

What is the purpose of the new Professional
Football Department?
James Johnson: The overarching goal of the
department is to bring professional football
stakeholders – clubs, leagues and players –
closer to FIFA by including them more in the
organisation’s decision-making structures.
This fits with the reforms approved by the FIFA
Congress on 26 February to ensure more inclusiveness among stakeholders. The department
will also implement decisions of FIFA bodies

regarding professional football matters and act
as an intermediary between the organisation
and professional football stakeholders.

ment was overdue, particularly given
the evolution of professional football in recent
years and in light of the reforms.

Why was it introduced at this time?
A substantial part of FIFA’s new vision is
stakeholder inclusion and engagement.
The contribution and role of professional
stakeholders in football is highly significant.
FIFA’s Executive Committee recognised this
and decided that a professional football depart-

Could you explain the responsibilities of the
Professional Football Department?
One of our main responsibilities will be to
strengthen relationships with professional
football stakeholders and support the new
Football Stakeholders Committee, which the FIFA
Congress agreed to establish as part of the
reform package. Our department will oversee
FIFA’s club licensing and club benefits programmes as well as professional football matters
that require FIFA’s authorisation – an example
would be applications for closed leagues or
regional leagues. We will also be involved
in the management of professional football
services, reports and research projects.

Better together A new FIFA department for professional football and its stakeholders.
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What’s your professional background and how
will that experience help you in your new role?
I am a qualified attorney specialising in corporate
and labour law. Since joining football administration, I’ve worked at national level in the
professional game for Professional Footballers
Australia, where I managed player relations.
At confederation level, I worked for FIFPro Asia
as its legal secretary and the Asian Football
Confederation as the Director of International
Relations and Development. Since joining FIFA
two years ago, I’ve worked as a Senior Manager
of Member Associations focusing on national
association relations and club licensing. My
experience working at each of these three levels
of the football pyramid, as well as coming up
through the professional game, allows me to

Getty Images

FIFA recently created the Professional Football Department as part of a new approach to better engage with
clubs, leagues and players. Heading up the department is Australian James Johnson, who himself has a broad
range of experience within the game. The 34-year-old represented Australia at youth level, played in the
United States in college, as well as for professional clubs in his homeland and Vietnam before injury ended his
career prematurely. Since becoming a qualified attorney, he has worked in various roles across football including
representing players while with Professional Footballers Australia and FIFPro.

PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE

FIFA IS FOOTBALL

A substantial part of FIFA’s new
vision is stakeholder inclusion
and engagement.

2015 was an unbelievably difficult year for FIFA. Nevertheless, I have no doubt that
FIFA will emerge from the storm that has enveloped world football in stronger shape.
The reforms that were recently passed by the Congress are a milestone on the road to
good governance. I will do everything in my power to help the member associations
to also fully implement these universal reforms at all levels of football.
I am grateful for the trust that the Congress has placed in me: it is a great honour and I

appreciate the importance of each stakeholder,
their unique interests and the challenges they
face.

am ready to tackle the challenges ahead with vigour.
The member associations not only have one vote each, they also each have a voice
and an opportunity to make that voice heard, as every member association has a role

What do you think your biggest challenges
will be?
The biggest challenge I anticipate is balancing
the competing interests of the clubs, players
and leagues. Even when each of these stakeholders’ interests are aligned, the interests will
in some cases compete with those of national
associations and confederations. The challenge
will then be to ensure that we get the right
balance of interests, both within the professional
game and also between the professional game
and the governing bodies at national and
confederation level.

to play in shaping the future of FIFA. Democracy and participation, transparency and
efficiency – these are values that are close to my heart.
These values are also needed in the area of football development. We need to create
development projects that are tailored to the specific needs and circumstances of each
individual member association.
We are also striving to achieve gender equality in football. Women are essential for the
future of the game. I’m thinking here about the success and the very high standard of
the Women’s World Cup in Canada last year, and I am also aware of the importance
of getting women into decision-making positions across football.
There are huge challenges ahead of us. But we must never forget our very raison
d’être – football. Football must return to being at the centre of everything we do.
For the game, and for all the players and fans around the world – they are the heart
of our wonderful sport.

Lukas Mäder / 13 Photo

Best wishes, Gianni Infantino
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FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

Alexandra Wey / foto-net

“THE SPECIAL BRAZILIAN
EXHIBITION IS GOING TO BE HUGE”
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The FIFA World Football Museum has had a fantastic
first month. Managing Director Stefan Jost talks about
the positive response, the most popular exhibit and the
planned “Brazil 2014 Revisited” special exhibition.

Stefan Jost, how’s it going?
Stefan Jost: It’s going well. On weekends, we
are getting 600 to 800 visitors per day, and on
weekdays, it’s between 200 and 300. Those are
decent figures for a new museum.
What is the best kind of feedback for you?
When someone leaves the building with a smile on
their face, that makes me very happy. That’s what
the museum is for, bringing people together
through football. It is important that fans feel good
here and have fun.
How many smiling faces do you see every week?
Quite a few. A lot, in fact. That makes us proud,
and it’s always nice when they express their
enthusiasm in words.

“Visitors don’t come to the FIFA
Museum to find out how things
stand in the investigations but for
a bona fide football experience.”
Such as?
Recently, a young lad said when he was leaving
the museum that he now understood why his
grandad shouted so much when football was on
the telly (laughs). The fact is that people have a
better understanding of why football is so popular
when they visit the exhibition areas. The museum
is a world of experiences.

Stefan Jost
The Managing
Director wants
more football stars
to appear at the m
useum in the near
future.

Which exhibit is proving the biggest hit?
Kids love the pinball machines on the first floor,
which is where they can let their hair down a bit
and see who’s the best. Women really like the
Soccer Dance on the basement level, while men
prefer the trophies and historical parts. Overall
though, the Rainbow display in the first exhibition
area is probably the most popular.
FIFA 1904 /
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“The fact is that people have a better understanding of why
football is so popular when they visit the exhibition areas.”

Even though it doesn’t seem to do very much?
That’s not strictly true, as many football fans don’t
know how many national teams belong to FIFA
and what is actually behind all that. When they
stand in front of this huge vitrine with 209 jerseys,
it is a dazzling sight, with all of the colours on
display. Our younger visitors tend to seek out the
jersey of their national team, while the older ones
look at the detail on the shirts. It is a special
exhibit.
Why is there no mention anywhere of the FIFA
crisis?
You need some historical distance before you can
make a proper assessment. A lot of the proceedings are still ongoing, and it isn’t the museum’s job
to sum up the events for visitors. Like everyone
else, I’m aware of the criticism in the media, but
most visitors can separate the two areas. They
don’t come to the FIFA Museum for an explanation
of how things stand in the investigations but for a
bona fide football experience. As soon as the
proceedings have been resolved in accordance with
the law, we will have a look at it.

Opening day FIFA President Gianni Infantino and Stefan Jost on 28 February 2016

Fabrice Coffrini / AFP

Are there any special exhibitions planned for
2016?
The first special exhibition, about the FIFA Ballon
d’Or in January, was a success. We quickly realised
that we had a good basis on which to build.
The next special exhibition is going to be huge:
it’s called “Brazil 2014 Revisited”.
Tell us more!
The exhibition will open in the autumn and will last
for approximately four months. We’ll be taking a
look back at the 2014 World Cup and will show
that a major tournament like that can have a big
effect in the long run. Of course, we’ll also be
telling the stories behind the games, and there will
be typical Brazilian dishes on offer, plus a samba
course for those who are interested. The plan for
next year is to take a look at Africa and the origins
of organised football there.

Will any football legends be invited?
We have made a great start where international
stars are concerned, with Cafu, Renate Lingor,
Carli Lloyd and Hope Solo – to name but a few –
all making an appearance, as have Swiss legends
Ottmar Hitzfeld, Mauro Lustrinelli and Stéphane
Chapuisat. You can be sure that other stars will
also be coming to the museum: in fact, there are
plans for an entire team to visit. But I can’t reveal
anything at this stage.

MUSEUM APP
The mobile app for the FIFA
World Football Museum can be
downloaded free of charge. It is
available in English, Spanish,
German and French, and
contains interesting information
and activities for museum visitors
(including an audio guide,
augmented reality, a plan of the

Stefan Jost was talking to Alan Schweingruber

museum and a treasure hunt).
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QATAR

A VALUABLE FIND
Rock samples more than 20 million years old were recently discovered near Doha,
some 16 metres beneath the site of the Qatar Foundation Stadium, which will host a
FIFA World Cup™ quarter-final in 2022 – an extraordinary geological discovery.
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Warren Little / Getty Images

Building site near Doha
The earth excavated for the foundations would
fill around 550 Olympic-sized swimming pools.
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Impressive The Qatar Foundation Stadium, 7km outside Doha, will have a capacity of 44,000.

Excavation work for the stadium’s foundations involved removing

research into the “Dukhan rock”, named after the city of Dukhan on

1.37 million cubic metres of rock, which is enough to fill around

the west coast of Qatar and its immediate surroundings.

550 Olympic-sized swimming pools. Once the rock had been removed,
it soon became clear that something extraordinary lay underneath.

EOCENE GREETINGS
“We discovered that the rocks in question originated under water,

Eid al-Qahtani, Project Manager for Competition Venues at the

forming a layer during a period known as the middle-Eocene epoch,”

Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy, explains: “As we dug

continues Al-Qahtani. The Eocene epoch began around 56 million

down deeper on site, we came across interesting and distinct colour

years ago and ended approximately 33.9 million years ago. Al-Qahtani

bandings on the rock formations. We were intrigued to find out how

was also stunned that the rocks were found just 16.5m below ground,

old these rocks really were.” They immediately decided to conduct

as similar discoveries have been at a far greater depth.
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The excavation work only went down a further 50cm, so the Dukhan

the warm winds, but will also maximise the natural cooling effect of

rock was almost not discovered at all. A depth of 17m was needed

the bowl-shaped 44,000-capacity arena.

because it has been decided to lay the pitch five to six metres underground for cooling purposes.

Some of the excavated rock has been used for the golf course being
built nearby, while the rest will be re-used in various projects in Qatar.

A COOLING BOWL
F04

After conducting their own research into ways to cool the Qatar
Foundation Stadium, Spanish stadium architects Fenwick Iribarren
confirmed the findings of British engineering firm ARUP and suggested
laying the pitch underground. This will not only minimise the effect of
FIFA 1904 /
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Denmark, 1982 Opponents left rubbing their eyes – 11-year-old girl Ulla Mørk Christensen (left) scores 14 goals in four matches for Galten Ballelup.
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Life Kinetik combines
visual tasks, movement and
cognitive tasks, thereby
forming new connections
in the brain.
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A WORK OUT FOR THE BRAIN
It may look odd, but it’s certainly effective. “Life Kinetik”, the exercise concept developed by
Horst Lutz, stimulates players’ brains and improves performance.
By Annette Braun

The phone rings and Horst Lutz picks up to hear

options because his team-mates move in such a

this way, the automatic response is avoided, and

Frank Wormuth, head of coach education at the

way that they are also ready to receive it,”

new stimuli are produced. For footballers who

German Football Association (DFB), on the other

explains Lutz. “The player in possession doesn’t

are used to striving for perfection and repeating

end of the line. He has news: “Horst, you don’t

let himself get confused by the additional

exercises until they have mastered them

need to come to the coaching course to introduce

options, but is able to make the right decision.

completely, this approach requires a change of

Life Kinetik this time,” he says. “All the trainees

The game is therefore faster and more varied.”

thinking at first. But most players quickly accept

already know about it.” For eight years, Lutz has

the new method, as they see that even after a

been visiting the DFB’s Hennes-Weisweiler

USE YOUR HEAD

short time, their performance improves. “When

Academy to present his exercise programme and

Applying Life Kinetik training to football enables

players have taken our philosophy on board,

its uses and benefits for footballers. This year, for

players to analyse situations more quickly and

then they enjoy it and have fun because there is

the first time, his expertise is not required, as Life

react accordingly. If the exercises seem difficult,

no pressure. They don’t have to do everything

Kinetik has become common parlance. “Around

that’s because they are meant to. They need to

perfectly – quite the opposite: it’s actually an

half of all the professional football teams in

be challenging, because the training is not about

advantage when they can’t do it perfectly,

Germany are using Life Kinetik now,” says Lutz.

doing something you can already do, but about

because that’s when the brain kicks into action,”

The unique training method is a success story

using movements that you are not used to. In

explains Lutz.

that has become widely known in Sweden,
Denmark, Austria, Turkey, Switzerland and Japan
as well as other countries.
Life Kinetik is system of brain training through
physical activity using exercises combining visual
tasks, movement and cognitive tasks, thereby
forming new connections between the brain
cells. The exercises have a positive effect on
concentration, problem-solving skills, reflexes,
balance, coordination and the ability to cope
with stress for elite athletes and ordinary folk
alike. For footballers, it enables them to
concentrate at high speeds and make fewer
mistakes. Jürgen Klopp was the first professional

Joern Pollex/Bongarts / Getty Images

manager to recognise the advantages of Life
Kinetik for his team (when he was at Borussia
Dortmund), realising that it offered an answer
to coaches’ eternal question: “How can I work
with footballers and make them improve without
putting them under constant physical strain?”
Life Kinetik is an off-the-pitch activity that helps
performance on the pitch – and the effects are
noticeable. “The player with the ball has more

Ball skills German players get to grips with Life Kinetik exercises.

FIFA 1904 /

49

TRAINING

A legendary talent Argentinian Diego Armando Maradona’s dream goal against England (1986 World Cup quarter-final).

but also good visual and spatial awareness in

3,500 to date – who then take the knowledge

1860 München, wants players to learn to move

order to be able to assess the situation and react

back to their clubs to help their players achieve

intelligently. He likes to point to Maradona’s

appropriately,” says Lutz. Lutz believes that while

the success they seek. Life Kinetik is not like

famous goal by way of example. Maradona was

some, like Maradona, have an innate sense of

traditional football training, as its practitioners

just inside his own half when he received a pass

intelligent movement, it is also possible to learn

are well aware, but it is precisely this fact that

during Argentina’s 1986 World Cup quarter-final

it through practising Life Kinetik.

makes it so attractive to players.



Lutz, previously a youth leader and coach at

straight past the first two opponents. Maradona

EYE ON SUCCESS

The high level of awareness of Life Kinetik among

sped up, sprinted with long strides up the

The Life Kinetik exercises, which revolve around

the trainee coaches at the DFB shows that those

right-hand side of the pitch, keeping the ball

small coloured balls, combine coordination,

responsible for teams’ training have realised

close to his feet, almost stroking it with his soles.

cognitive and visual aspects. The visual part

that the mind is an underdeveloped aspect in

Then he moved towards the centre, leaving the

poses difficulties for footballers – and for most

football, and an area in which players certainly

next opponent heading into an empty space,

other high-performance athletes – as it is an

have room to improve. Nearly every club has

and forced his way at high speed into the

aspect that in normal training and everyday life

specialist trainers – for fitness, goalkeeping,

penalty area. All this with the ball never leaving

is completely neglected. However, very few

technique, nutrition, etc., and many now also

his feet, as if it were glued to his boots or an

athletes are bad at both the visual and the

have a brain trainer. At the highest levels of

extension of his body. He skipped past the

coordination tasks: “If someone has difficulty in

football, where players’ physical conditioning is

oncoming English goalkeeper and stroked the

one area, it is usually balanced out by strengths

virtually identical, Life Kinetik can be what sets

ball into the bottom left corner of the net.

in another,” says Lutz. The structure of the

them apart, perhaps becoming the deciding

With his 60-metre sprint over half the pitch, he

exercises follows a specific order – changing

factor between victory and defeat. Lutz hopes

extended Argentina’s lead to 2-0, and years later

movements, series of movements and flowing

that knowledge of Life Kinetik will become an

his stunning solo performance was voted goal of

movements, pursuit eye movement, peripheral

essential criterion when teams are selecting

the century. “Carrying off a feat like this requires

vision and focusing. In the past, Lutz worked

coaches. That, in fact, is what happened last

various processes to happen in the brain.

directly with teams, but nowadays his time is

summer at Bundesliga club Hamburger SV when

The player needs not just the technical ability,

in short supply. He now trains coaches – over

coach Bruno Labbadia was looking for an
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against England. He immediately pivoted and ran

“I want knowledge
of Life Kinetik to become
an essential criterion
when teams are selecting
coaches.”
Horst Lutz, Life Kinetik trainer

assistant and listed knowledge of Life Kinetik as
one of the requirements for applicants.
Lutz’s phone rings again – he’s much in demand.
Life Kinetik, which is already beginning to take
off in the USA, is about to hit Liverpool – it’s
Jürgen Klopp on the phone, and he wants to
take the innovative programme to England.
Then, as he used to with Dortmund, when the
Reds score a goal he’ll be able to say: “That goal,
Horst, that goal was thanks to Life Kinetik.”

THE STANDARD EXERCISE
Hold a small ball in each hand. Hold the
balls in front of your body, throw them
10cm up in the air parallel to each other,
cross your hands and catch the balls.
Keep your hands crossed and throw the
balls up again, parallel to each other.
Uncross your hands and catch the two

F04 / Clajus

balls.
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FIFA PARTNER

FACES OF FIFA

Name: Rebecca Smith Job title: Women’s Football Manager
Age: 34 Nationality: New Zealand Date joined FIFA: 2013

Name: Jermaine Birkett Job title: Financial Controller Age: 34
Nationality: United Kingdom Date joined FIFA: 2013

Name: Hans Hultman Job title: Deputy Head of Media Age: 54
Nationality: Sweden Date joined FIFA: 2013

How did you come to be at FIFA?
Football has given me so much in my career that I
couldn’t imagine not giving back to this beautiful
sport. It feels like the circle is now complete.

How did you come to be at FIFA?
When we decided to move back to Switzerland,
I prepared a list of where I would like to work and
FIFA was number 1. I couldn’t believe my luck
when I found a very appealing role in finance,
for which I sent my application immediately.
Two nerve-racking interviews later, I was offered
the position.

How did you come to be at FIFA?
For 30 years, I have been working at all levels of
football: club, association, confederation... It was
a natural step to join the world’s governing body
and work with global events.

What goals do you have for FIFA?
The creation of a FIFA women’s football strategy
that links all divisions together to one mission to
increase the standard and opportunities in women’s
football for the development and professionalism
of the game.
Which has been your favourite tournament?
The 2012 London Olympics was my career highlight:
to be competing among the best athletes in all
sports from the whole world is an incredible honour.
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Who do you think will win the 2018 FIFA
World Cup?
You mean the FIFA Women’s World Cup 2019? By
2019, it will be a surprise since women’s football
will have been taken to a whole new level with a
refreshing look through increased investment and
quality, and it will be more beautiful than ever.
What does sport mean to you?
Football has meant the world to me. It teaches
discipline, hard work, teamwork, health, social
skills, competiveness, and, most importantly,
enjoyment. Football opens doors to other worlds,
new countries, different types of people and
belief systems, it has the power to change social
standards and norms. I’m indebted to football.

Who do you think will win the 2018 FIFA
World Cup?
England. I also predict them for 2022, 2026, 2030…
Which club do you support?
Arsenal – I’ll never forget the 2003/04 season
when the Gunners went a record 49 consecutive
top-flight league games unbeaten.
Which has been your favourite tournament?
The 2002 FIFA World Cup Korea/Japan. My idol,
Ronaldo, returned from injury, collecting the
Golden Boot and assisting an inspired Brazil to
win their fifth FIFA World Cup.
What does sport mean to you?
It has always played a strong part in my life,
whether participating, following, or supporting.
Since working for FIFA, I really appreciate the
positive impact football has on people across the
globe.

What goals do you have for FIFA?
The overall aim for the group of people working in
media operations is to provide the best possible
conditions and services for the media to report on
FIFA’s competitions and events.
Which has been your favourite tournament?
That’s easy: the 1994 FIFA World Cup when I had
the privilege of joining a fantastic journey as the
team administrator and media officer with the
Swedish team all the way to a bronze medal!
Which club do you support?
I have two. The club deepest in my heart is Östers
IF from my hometown of Växjö in Sweden. They’ve
unfortunately been trailing a bit in recent years,
but I live in hope of a recovery. I also keep a close
eye on IFK Göteborg, the club where I had my first
job in football and my first taste of international
football back in the 1980s.
What does sport mean to you?
Sport plays a big role in my life. Professionally I have
been working in sports – not only football – throughout my career. Outside of work, I have a life-long
dedication to practice myself – mainly running – or
watching all kinds of sports, whether live or on TV.
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THE DOG WHISPERER
A pitch invader with a difference provided
a memorable moment at the 1962 World Cup
quarter-final between Brazil and England
in Chile.
By Annette Braun

He ran into space on the right, dashed towards the penalty area and
glanced behind him at the player in possession as if demanding a pass.
“Play me in, now. I’m clear on goal.” All in vain, however, as the ball
failed to come in his direction. Could it be that his team-mates were
ignoring him? Perhaps he then thought, huffily: “If that’s the way you
want to play it, at least I’ll show you how I can run, even if I haven’t got
the ball.” He feinted to the right and darted past the first player on the

The dog that stopped Garrincha
... was soon halted in his tracks by England
player Jimmy Greaves: here’s how he did it.

left, accelerated, dribbled across the turf, feinted again and left the
next player for dead. It was a veritable tour de force that only came to
an end when England striker Jimmy Greaves got on his hands and
knees and stopped him in his tracks.
The scene was the Viña del Mar stadium in Chile, where the 1962
World Cup had just entered the knockout phase with the quarter-final
between holders Brazil and the Three Lions of England. The assertive
and nimble protagonist who left so many players from both sides in his
wake was not sporting a football kit, however. Was it a bird? Was it a
plane? No, it was a dog of course, and one that created perhaps the
most bizarre moment in World Cup history.
It was an exciting match, with an England side showing plenty of effort
and determination in their endeavours to keep out the multitalented
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/ FIFA 1904

South Americans but only holding out until the 33rd minute, when

Admittedly, our four-legged friend was somewhat lacking in the

Garrincha gave Brazil the lead. England fought back and equalised just

technical finesse department, and he was totally outwitted by Jimmy

six minutes later through Gerry Hitchens. The Seleção’s class told in

Greaves’ expert dog whisperer technique, which consisted of lowering

the second half, though, with Vavá heading in a rebound following a

himself to the dog’s height, gaining his trust, and then grabbing him

free kick to restore his team’s lead after 54 minutes and Garrincha

by the neck. Greaves handed the struggling mutt to a steward, but he

sealing victory with his second goal to send Brazil through to the

didn’t react as expected. Perhaps he was disappointed to be subbed so

semi-finals.

soon after his unscheduled appearance, particularly after such a

FLEET OF PAW

dazzling run, or maybe he was just relieved that the episode had come

Had the aforementioned canine interloper not stormed the pitch and

to an end. Whatever the reason, dogs will be dogs, and this one

dribbled his way into football history, post-match discussions would

proceeded to empty his bladder all down a bemused Greaves’ shirt.

doubtless have centred on the day’s other star performer, Garrincha.
As it was, the deadly striker with the twinkling feet had to play second

FIFTEEN MINUTES OF FAME AND A NEW HOME

fiddle in the conversational stakes to the pooch who had stolen his

Garrincha couldn’t resist a smile at the incident, and Greaves himself took

limelight, who, during his brief cameo on the pitch, managed to do

it in good humour, even wondering afterwards whether he could have

what no English player had managed for a whole 90 minutes: stop

taken more advantage of the situation for the remainder of the match.

Garrincha.

After all, man-to-man marking was no longer an option on a striker whose
shirt was drenched in dog urine and with an odour to match. However,

FIFA Films

he was unable to prevent England’s defeat and exit from the tournament.

The dog was adopted on the spur
of the moment by Garrincha after the match.

As for the mongrel, his new-found fame won him a new home. Tamed
by Greaves, he was adopted after the match on the spur of the moment by
Garrincha, who took the dog back with him to Brazil. The legendary
FIFA 1904 /
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FAMOUS WORLD CUP MOMENTS
In 1962, a dog melted fans’ hearts with its virtuoso dribbling performance during
the Brazil v. England quarter-final in Viña del Mar. What other singular events have
found their way into the annals of World Cup history? Here is a selection.
receiving treatment, Yugoslavia had to start the match with ten men.
Still bleeding, he eventually appeared after 20 minutes, but was
unable to prevent his team from losing 2-0 to Brazil and exiting the
tournament.
It must be really cold in Switzerland – it’s got mountains. At least,
this was the somewhat rudimentary thinking of the Scottish FA when
its squad travelled to the alpine country for the 1954 World Cup.
Confusing Switzerland with Antarctica backfired on the Scots in style,
however, when they took on Uruguay in the summer heat of Basel,
their long, woollen jerseys no doubt contributing to a 7-0 thumping
at the hands of La Celeste.
Leading 3-1, France thought they had scored a fourth in their match

Over-warm The Scottish team line up in their woollen shirts under the
unforgiving Basel sky (1954 World Cup).

against Kuwait at the 1982 World Cup. Chaos ensued, however,
when the conceding team complained that they had stopped playing
when they heard a whistle, causing Kuwait’s then FA president
Fahad al-Ahmad al-Sabah to storm onto the pitch. He threatened to

between Argentina and the USA. The Americans were incensed at

take his team off the pitch unless justice prevailed. The referee gave

what they perceived as Argentina’s rough-house tactics, which

in, for which he was later suspended, and the goal was disallowed.

produced a flurry of injuries for the US team. When their physio

France won 4-1 anyway after netting again before the (real) final



At the first World Cup in 1930, feelings ran high in the semi-final

therapist dashed onto the pitch to attend to yet another of his

whistle blew.

players lying stricken on the turf, he dropped his medical bag and,
in doing so, broke a container of chloroform, knocking himself out

Annette Braun

in the process. The USA went on to lose the match 6-1.
It was the 1938 World Cup in France. With an hour gone, holders
Italy were leading 1-0 in their semi-final against Brazil when the
referee blew for a penalty in their favour. Stepping up to take the
kick, the Azzurri’s captain, Giuseppe Meazza, suddenly realised
that the elastic in his shorts had snapped. What to do now?
Showing remarkable elan, the Inter Milan hotshot held his shorts
up with one hand and coolly dispatched the penalty. Italy were
second time.
Substitutions had yet to be introduced when the 1950 World Cup
took place, so Yugoslavia were really up against it when their striker
Rajko Mitić hit his head on an exposed girder as he made his way
from the dressing room to the pitch at the Maracanã. With Mitić
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A whistle and its consequences Sheikh Fahad al-Ahmad al-Sabah intervenes
on behalf of the Kuwait team during the match against France (1982 World
Cup in Spain).

RDB, Georges Bendriehm / AFP

in the final and on their way to becoming world champions for the

playmaker (Garrincha, that is) is still revered today as one of the best
footballers of all time. Indeed, Pelé once said that he would never have
won his three World Cup winner’s medals without him. But Greaves, the
dog whisperer of Viña del Mar, also achieved fame in Brazil – as the man
who gave the dog to Garrincha. In fact, so popular did he become that he

Dog whisperer Greaves was mobbed
by hundreds of fans during an airport
stopover in Brazil.

was mobbed by hundreds of fans during an airport stopover in Brazil.
The ace marksman eventually became a world champion in 1966, the year
that England beat West Germany 4-2 in the final after extra time.
And the fleet-footed pitch invader? It wasn’t the last such animal to disturb

whipped the ball off a player’s toes before heading towards the touchline

the football peace by any means. One even strayed onto the pitch during a

with it, displaying exemplary tackling skills but a less-than-unerring eye

league match in Argentina between Rosario Central and River Plate in 2014

for goal.

and marked out its territory in the only way it knew how – but this time it
was not urine that was deposited on the pitch. And one pooch managed
to evade its potential captors for three whole minutes in a match between
Santa Fe and Botafogo in Colombia in 2011, before suddenly vanishing
whence it came. But the most successful was a police dog in Brazil, which

1962 FIFA WORLD CUP CHILE™
The biggest surprise of the tournament occurred before it even kicked off

managed to prevail against Yugoslavia in the match for third place, which

in Chile, when 1958 runners-up Sweden failed to qualify. Holders Brazil,

remains Chile’s best World Cup finish to date.

however, showed their class once again and convincingly defeated
Czechoslovakia 3-1 in the final to win their second World Cup – mainly

The Brazil v. Chile semi-final could have had serious consequences for

without Pelé, who was injured in the second group match and replaced

the Seleção’s outstanding playmaker, Garrincha, after he was sent off in

by Amarildo.

the 83rd minute for violent conduct. He would have been suspended for
the final, but a reprieve allowed him to participate in the 3-1 defeat of

THIRD PLACE FOR THE HOSTS

Czechoslovakia and thus play a full role in Brazil’s second successive World

During the Chile v. Italy group-phase match (the so-called Battle of

Cup win.

Santiago), there were ugly scenes on the pitch when emotions boiled over
and the teams had to be escorted off by police after the final whistle.

Annette Braun

The hosts made it through to the semi-finals, where they succumbed to
eventual winners Brazil in front of a packed crowd. However, they
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL ACTIVITIES 2015

451

ACTIVITIES WERE
ORGANISED FOR WOMEN’S
FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT

102
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GIRLS’ GRASSROOTS

120_foto-bylines_x12

DEVELOPMENT
OF COMPETITIONS
AND LEAGUES

55,000

33

WOMEN, GIRLS, COACHES
AND ADMINISTRATORS
BENEFITED WORLDWIDE

FEMALE LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

12

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL
ADMINISTRATION AND
MANAGEMENT COURSES

67
COACHING
EDUCATION AND
EXPERTISE
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF...

A MEMBER OF THE FIFA TECHNICAL STUDY GROUP
It’s nearly 10.00, and Jean-Paul Brigger, Head
of the FIFA Technical Study Group (TSG), is about
to talk to his colleagues in the conference room
of a hotel in Tokyo. Brigger has prepared well
– just as he did when he was a player (35 caps
for the Swiss national team) and an elite coach in
his home country. He assembled the study group
himself – a crack team of football experts
including former national team coaches Gérard
Houllier, Carlos Alberto Parreira and Spanish
youth team coach Ginés Meléndez, along with
international players and technical directors from
associations and clubs. “For a FIFA tournament,
the group can be together for up to five weeks,
so if an expert agrees to be a member of the
TSG, it shows that he or she is fully committed to
developing the game of football,” explains
Brigger. In the evening, a FIFA Club World Cup
match is due to take place in nearby Yokohama,
in the stadium that staged the 2002 World Cup
final. Of course, Brigger was there: this is a man

Jean-Paul Brigger “Developing the game is the TSG’s number-one priority.”

who knows his job inside out.
The TSG for the Club World Cup includes people
such as the German Holger Osieck and New
Zealander Wynton Rufer. The main job of the

Cup in China PR. “The TSG is very important

What is our role today? What awaits us? Are we

team, which can comprise anything from three

to the development of youth football in the

ready? These are the questions that Brigger asks

to 13 people, depending on the tournament, is

associations, particularly the smaller and

himself on the day of our interview. He intends

to analyse the matches and identify new trends.

medium-sized ones,” he says, adding that in his

to visit the referees at the match in the evening

The group also chooses the best outfield players

line of work, you have to be somewhat of an

to show them a few sequences and say a few

and goalkeeper of the tournament. Its insights

idealist to believe in something so intangible.

words about how he expects each team to play.

are then communicated via a technical report,

“You can’t actually prove that the TSG’s work

For example, if a team tends to favour the

which is sent to FIFA’s 209 member associations

has a huge impact, as it can be a while before

counter, it is important for the assistant referees

and to the confederations in four languages.

the analysis made via FIFA’s programmes trickles

to be in the right position so that they can

Included with the report is a DVD showing

down to the way that players are trained and

quickly and accurately make an offside decision.

match situations, thus enabling all members,

perform on the pitch.”
The TSG performs many roles, but its number-

Christian Grund / 13 Photo

whether their coaches were there or not, to
form a mental picture of the tournament from a

“Thankfully, there is a greater emphasis on

one priority remains the same: to develop the

technical perspective and to adjust their training

attacking football today,” continues Brigger. “In

world’s most popular sport.

courses accordingly using the relevant FIFA

the past, too many coaches were content to sit

programmes. Keeping up with developments is

back and go for a 0-0. Nowadays, the game is

the name of the game – or “the goal of our

faster and more varied, and coaches are prepared

work,” as Brigger puts it.

to win 4-3, which is what happened at the 2014

Perikles Monioudis

World Cup in Brazil.” Costa Rica, for example,
The first FIFA Technical Study Group was assem-

managed to win a very strong group. Asian and

bled for the 1966 World Cup in England, and the

African teams have also improved in recent years,

outfit has also been analysing FIFA’s women’s

says Brigger. “We must surely have contributed

tournaments since the 1991 Women’s World

to this growth, at least in some small way.”

Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a FIFA employee in
their daily work. All technical reports can be accessed on FIFA.com:
http://tinyurl.com/zqjsygy
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CELEBRATION

PELÉ
Footballers these days are well advised to
practise and perfect their creative goal
celebrations if they want to be remembered
for them. Indeed, you may be forgiven for
occasionally doubting the authenticity of
players’ supposedly spontaneous celebrations.
That’s what makes this scene from 1958 so
refreshing – it is clear that nothing about it
is rehearsed. Pelé had just scored a crucial
goal in Brazil’s World Cup quarter-final match
against Wales. Instead of putting on a wild
show by the corner flag, he simply chased the
ball right into the goalmouth and kissed it,
followed by half the Brazilian team, who
jumped in to celebrate with the young
goalscorer. In the end, there were seven
players in the goal – including a committed
Welsh defender. With Wales down 1-0, he
wanted to get the ball back into play quickly,
but with all the hullaballoo he didn’t stand a
chance.
The next day, photos from the match in
Gothenburg were splashed across newspapers
around the world. There were plenty to
choose from – photographers had managed
to snap Pelé and his team-mates from every
angle, some of them so swept up in the
euphoria that they even ran into the six-yard
box with their cameras. It was as if they
knew that this relatively unknown young
player – the 17-year-old Edson Arantes do
Nascimento from the small town of Três
Corações – was destined for greatness.
With Pelé, the Seleção of course went on to
win the tournament – their first-ever World
Cup title. That was how goal celebrations
used to be; nowadays, you might suspect it
was all down to the machinations of a clever
PR agency.

Alan Schweingruber
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YOU ARE PLAYER
NUMBER 12

JORDAN...
OUR PLAYGROUND

TM

WITH YOUR LOYALITY AND PRIDE,
EXCITEMENT AND PASSION ...
YOU ARE THE PULSE IN THE STANDS.
September 30 - October 21, 2016

FOOTBALL
FOR HOPE

Football for Hope is our global commitment to building a better future through football. To date, we have
supported over 550 socially responsible community projects that use football as a tool for social development,
improving the lives and prospects of young people and their surrounding communities.

To ﬁnd out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com

