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TO THE MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS OF FIFA 

Circular no. 1817 

Zurich, 8 November 2022 
 
FIFA Clearing House: operations commencing on 16 November 2022 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
We are pleased to inform you that at its meeting on 22 October 2022, the FIFA Council approved 
the FIFA Clearing House Regulations, as well as several amendments to the Regulations on the 
Status and Transfer of Players (“RSTP”) and to the Procedural Rules Governing the Football 
Tribunal (“Procedural Rules”), in relation to the go-live of the FIFA Clearing House. The following 
paragraphs briefly set out the revisions. 
 
 

I. FIFA Clearing House 
 

(a) Background 
 
The FIFA Clearing House is an integral part of FIFA’s ongoing commitment to introducing 
fundamental changes to the football transfer system. The idea of establishing a clearing house 
came from the FIFA Football Stakeholders Committee and was then endorsed by the FIFA 
Council back in October 2018, as part of the first reform package of the transfer system. 
 
The FIFA Clearing House project began to take shape with the main goals of centralising, 
processing and automating payments between clubs, initially relating to training rewards 
(training compensation and solidarity contributions), and of promoting financial transparency 
and integrity. This was to be achieved by setting up an external entity, the FIFA Clearing House 
(“FCH”), to process those payments and ensure compliance with international financial 
regulations. 
 
The FCH entity was established in Paris and obtained a licence to operate as a payment service 
provider on 23 September 2022 from the French Prudential Supervision and Resolution 
Authority (Autorité de contrôle prudentiel et de résolution, ACPR). The FCH Management Board, 
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as well as the majority of Supervisory Board members, are independent of FIFA. The remainder 
of the structure is organised in the form of three lines of defence, as it is common in financial 
institutions, with various degrees of monitoring and oversight. The European Union possesses 
one of the most robust and transparent financial regulatory systems, and Paris is recognised 
as one of the leading financial hubs worldwide. 
 
 

(b) FIFA Clearing House Regulations: a brief description of the process 
 
The process of distributing training rewards consists of three steps: (1) identification of 
entitlement to training rewards, (2) creation of an electronic player passport (EPP) and (3) 
transfer of payments between clubs through the FCH entity. This process is regulated through 
the FIFA Clearing House Regulations. 
 
The FIFA administration will identify triggers of training rewards through the information 
declared by its member associations and their affiliated clubs in the context of international 
transfers, domestic transfers (where relevant) and first professional registrations. The 
implementation and integration of domestic electronic systems (both for player registration 
and for domestic transfers), mandatory since 1 July 2020, are essential to this purpose. 
 
An EPP provides a player’s registration history from the age of 12. A review process with the 
participation of relevant clubs and member associations will allow FIFA to determine the final 
version, creating transparency, ensuring accuracy and facilitating the calculation of training 
rewards. The EPP will be accompanied by an allocation statement, establishing the exact 
amounts owed by the new club to the training clubs. 
 
This represents a fundamental change in how training clubs receive compensation for their 
efforts, being a shift from the current claims system to a system of automatic entitlement. 
 
The allocation statement will be then sent to the FCH entity for further processing. The FCH 
entity will start its compliance assessment of all parties, consisting of client due diligence and a 
comprehensive risk analysis and screening of the clubs, their owners, the source of the funds 
and the nature of the transaction. Once all parties pass the assessment, the new club will 
process the payment and, when the funds have been received by the FCH entity, they will be 
immediately distributed to the training clubs. Cases of payment or compliance failures will be 
escalated to the FIFA Disciplinary Committee. 
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Note: it is important to remember that the proof of payment declared to FIFA plays a crucial 
role in the calculation of training rewards. Member associations and their clubs are reminded 
that, in accordance with article 1 of Annexe 5 to the RSTP, 5% of any transfer compensation 
must be deducted for payment of the solidarity contribution. Consequently, the amount 
declared in the proof of payment in TMS will be considered to reflect the 95% of the respective 
transfer compensation. 
 

II. Amendments to the RSTP 
 
The relevant amendments to the RSTP relating to the go-live of the FIFA Clearing House  concern 
amendments to the definition of the term “Registration”, the definition of the terms “FIFA 
Clearing House”, “Electronic Player Passport (EPP)” and “Transfer Compensation”, along with 
article 2 paragraph 1; new article 5 paragraph 6; article 7; article 9 paragraph 3; article 22 
paragraph 2 d), e), f) and g); article 23 paragraphs 1 and 2; article 2 paragraph 3 of Annexe 4; 
and article 2 paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Annexe 5 of the RSTP. 
 
In this respect, the amendments to the RSTP that relate to the FIFA Clearing House, in 
accordance and conjunction with the FIFA Clearing House Regulations, facilitate the following 
processes: 
 

• Automatic generation of the EPP, with a review process in accordance with the FIFA 
Clearing House Regulations 
 

• Referral of complex EPP matters by the FIFA general secretariat to the Dispute 
Resolution Chamber of the Football Tribunal for decision 

 
• Processing of training compensation (Annexe 4) and solidarity mechanism (Annexe 5) 

payments through the FCH entity 
 
 
III. Amendments to the Procedural Rules 

 
Likewise, the amendments to articles 27 and 28 as well as new article 28bis of the Procedural 
Rules are aimed at facilitating the procedure relating to training reward claims, as well as at 
detailing the procedure before the Dispute Resolution Chamber of the Football Tribunal in 
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relation to cases of legal or factual complexity in electronic player passports, with the objective 
of calculating training rewards due and executing payments through the FIFA Clearing House. 
 
IV. Applicability in time 

 
The FIFA Clearing House Regulations and the amendments to the RSTP and to the Procedural 
Rules will enter into force on 16 November 2022. 
 
It should be noted that transfers or registrations of players having occurred before the go-live 
of the FIFA Clearing House will be paid and processed via the current claims system. 
Accordingly, training rewards relating to instalments falling due after 16 November 2022 that 
nevertheless result from transfers concluded before the entering into force of the FIFA Clearing 
House Regulations will be paid and processed via the current claims system. 
 
 
 

***** 
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The FIFA Clearing House Regulations, the revised editions of the RSTP and the Procedural Rules 
are available at legal.fifa.com. Informative videos and further information are also at your 
disposal on the FIFA Clearing House page. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions concerning the FIFA Clearing 
House at chhelpdesk@fifa.org. We will be happy to answer any queries from you and your 
affiliated members. 
 
We thank you for taking note of the above and for informing your affiliated clubs accordingly. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE 
DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 
Fatma Samoura 
Secretary General 
 
 
Cc: - FIFA Council 

- Confederations 
- ECA 
- FIFPRO 
- World Leagues Forum 

 

https://www.fifa.com/legal
https://www.fifa.com/legal/football-regulatory/clearing-house
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