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1. Preamble 
 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this Test Manual, 

any party who makes use of any part of this Test Manual (a "User") does so at their own risk and shall 

indemnify FIFA their officers, directors, servants, consultants and agents against all claims, proceedings, 

actions, damages, costs, expenses and any other liabilities for loss or damage to any property, or injury or 

death to any person that may be made against or incurred by FIFA arising out of or in connection with such 

User's use of this Test Manual.  

Compliance with the requirements detailed in this Test Manual by a User does not of itself confer on that 

User immunity from legal obligations.  

Compliance with the requirements detailed in this Test Manual by a User constitutes acceptance of the terms 

of this disclaimer by that User.  

FIFA reserve the right to amend, update or delete sections of this manual at any time as they deem necessary. 

The most recent version can be accessed on https://football-technology.fifa.com/en/media-tiles/fifa-quality-

programme-for-football-goals/. 
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2. Introduction 
As part of FIFA’s strategy to develop the game and provide guidelines for its stakeholders, the FIFA Quality 

Programme (FQP) has developed this Test Manual for the testing of football goal products. As with the other 

Quality Programmes, the aim is neither to promote specific products nor to interfere in the market and block 

innovation, but to describe goals in a technical way that ensures high quality, consistency and safety for 

players.  

This manual uses test methods and design requirements listed in the EN 748:2013+A1:2018 developed by 

technical committee CEN/TC 136/22, as a basis for testing with additional specifications in order to improve 

the reproducibility of results between FIFA accredited test institutes. The scope of the testing procedure 

described in this manual is relevant for full size socketed goals (7.32m x 2.44m) weighing more than 42kg 

and offers the FIFA Quality certification.  

Future work will be used to develop a FIFA Basic standard with specific tests customised for socketed goals 

under 42kg as well as mobile goals.  

3. Normative references  
The Test Manual for Football Goals incorporates dated reference provisions from other publications. For 

dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications will apply to this 

manual only when incorporated into it by amendment or revision.  

4. Certification process  
The FIFA Quality Programme for football foals refers to the certification of specific products that have fully 

met the requirements of the tests outlined in this test manual. This manual acts as a product certification 

tool rather than a certification of a specific goal installation.  

The detailed process for becoming a FIFA licensee can be found in the “How to become a Football Goal 

licensee” document found on https://football-technology.fifa.com. However, an overview can be found in 

the following sections.  
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4.1. Administration  

Alongside all relevant product documentation, the test application includes the product declaration which 

must contain: written instructions for assembly, installation and maintenance, the details of the socket 

construction required (if applicable) and the recommended inspection methodology and frequency. During 

the application, the licensee shall appoint one of the FIFA accredited test institutes (list available on 

https://football-technology.fifa.com). 

4.2. Installation  

The manufacturer is responsible for the installation of the goal unless agreed otherwise with the test institute. 

Where possible, goals should be tested in a laboratory environment, this should include the appropriate 

sockets for permanent goals (specified by the manufacturer), a goal net as well as any detachable accessories, 

this includes stanchions, stanchion ropes and fixings, net attachment runs etc. In the occasion that laboratory 

testing is not practicable, the goal should be tested in-situ as per its usual place of application.  

4.3. Testing  

Once installed, the test institute will carry out the testing outlined in this document and compile a test report 

denoting the details of the test and confirmation of either a pass or fail result. The uploaded test report will 

be completed using a template created by FIFA and will include mandatory pictures and a full-length video 

of the testing. This report will be submitted to FIFA and made accessible to the manufacturer through the 

FQP database. Note – if the product fails the initial test, the test institute is still required to prepare and submit 

a FIFA Product Test Report informing FIFA of the failure. If a second test is required a new product test should 

be requested by the manufacturer. 

4.4. Certification 

Once successfully tested, the product will be certified for a maximum of 4 a year period and, providing the 

contractual requirements are fulfilled, will be published on the FIFA Quality Programme website 

(https://football-technology.fifa.com/en/resource-hub/certified-product-database). Licensees will also be able 

to display their product with the appropriate FIFA Quality marks on their own website and channels. In 

addition, the licensee will be listed on the football technology website as a provider of football goals with at 

least one product meeting the FIFA standard. It must, however, be noted that the certification is valid for the 

product itself not individual installations of these goals or the company itself. FIFA will also explore the 

possibilities of installation certifications in the coming years. 

Upon expiry of the certification or modification (design, component, material, etc.) of the goal, a re-test must 

be requested to renew the certification.  

https://football-technology.fifa.com/
https://football-technology.fifa.com/en/resource-hub/certified-product-database
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5. Testing procedure 
The testing procedure focusses on key design requirements as well as mechanical tests which must be passed. 

The goals must be tested in an environment which includes the full set-up of the goal and the appropriate 

sockets, this may be done in a laboratory with the correct sockets or at a location of the manufacturers 

choosing.  

Several of the methods listed in this test manual are founded on the existing EN 748:2013+A1:2018 and are 

relevant for all full-sized adult goals weighing over 42kg. The test methods have been amended to give more 

detail and provide a clearer outline for test institutes. 

A goal net and any detachable accessories must be attached as per the manufacturer’s instructions and be 

present during the testing. This includes stanchions, stanchion ropes and fixings, net attachment runs etc. 

6. Summary of requirements   

Table 1: Laboratory test requirements 

PROPERTY  TEST METHOD CHARACTERISTIC REQUIREMENT  

Goal dimensions FIFA Test Method 01 

Goal height  2,440 ± 8mm 

Height variance  ≤ 8mm 

Goal width 7,320 ± 8mm 

Width variance  ≤ 8mm 

Post dimensions FIFA Test Method 02 

Post width ≥100mm & ≤120mm 

Post depth ≥100mm & ≤120mm 

Dimensional drawings Provided & within width and depth 

requirements  

Post shape  FIFA Test Method 03 

Post shape Square, rectangular, circular, elliptical or oblong 

Correct orientation Perpendicular to goal line 

Shape consistency    <2.0mm variance between posts  

Exposed corners and 

rounded edges 
FIFA Test Method 04 

Corner radii on exposed 

components 
No radius ≤3.0mm  

Frame entrapment FIFA Test Method 05 Frame openings  Free passage of Probe D (BS EN 913:2018) 

Determination of 

strength 
FIFA Test Method 06 

Permanent crossbar 

deformation  
≤10.00mm permanent deformation  

Determination of 

stability 
FIFA Test Method 07 Stability of goal No toppling 

Net dimensions FIFA Test Method 08 

Size of the net Min. 7500mm x 2500mm 

Depth of installed net Top depth≥ 800mm 

Bottom depth ≥1,500mm  

Width of mesh ≥70.0 mm ≤150 mm 

Diameter of the yarn ≥2.0mm 

Determination of 

mesh breaking force  
FIFA Test Method 09 Mesh tensile strength 

A classification ≥1,800N 

B classification ≥1,080N 

C classification ≥792N    

Net fixing design  FIFA Test Method 10 

External openings ≤8 mm or ≥25 mm 

Use of hooks  
No metal cup hooks & use of screw caps where 

spring hooks are used 
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Goal frame tests 

The testing of the goal frame has two main aims. Firstly, to ensure that the goal is fit for purpose and 

meets the minimum safety requirements for both design and structural integrity. Secondly, to confirm that 

the size is consistent with the Laws of the Game and ready for in match use.  

These aspects are covered through FIFA Test Method 01 – FIFA Test Method 07.  

Net and net fixing tests  

FIFA considers that football nets are an integral part of the football goal, therefore testing of all nets sold 

with certified goal models must be conducted.  

FIFA Test Method 08 & 09 are aimed at assessing the performance metrics of the net. A test report for 

each net will be generated to include the product name, product ID number and the results from these 

specific tests. If the requirements of these tests are met, the net will be viable for use with any certified 

goal model.  

FIFA Test Method 10 & 11 require a net for the testing, however, they aim to assess the net fixing design 

and strength rather than the net performance. Therefore, any net which has successfully passed FIFA Test 

Method 08 & 09 may be used to conduct FIFA Test Method 10 & 11.  

System inspections 

The last set of tests are to inspect the full system including the structure as a whole, the sockets and 

whether there is additional technology within the goal which warrants further testing. This is done through 

FIFA Test Method 12 & 13.  

6.1. Goal dimensions - FIFA Test Method 01 

Principle 

The inner height and length of the goal mouth are measured at multiple locations to ensure dimensional 

compliance.  

 

Net fixing strength  FIFA Test Method 11 
Fixing strength and failure 

mode  

No failure resulting in non-functional or 

hazardous fixings.  

Visual inspection  FIFA Test Method 12 

Approved materials 

Visual assessment & photographic reporting 

No additional structure 

elements 

Ground sockets 

Warning label 

Technology in the 

goal  
FIFA Test Method 13 

Compliance to FIFA and 

applicable EN Norms 

Compliance to the requirements of FIFA Test 

Methods 01-13 and additional testing 

standards appropriate to the technology utilized  



 
 
  

 

 
  
 

  
 Test Manual for Football Goals 7 

Apparatus 

 A laser distance measuring device or staff capable of measuring to an accuracy of at least ±2mm over 

a distance of 8.0m.  

Test procedure  

a) Measure the length of the goalmouth between the inner edges of the goal posts at a height of 100 

± 10mm above the playing surface - for natural turf use the top of the soil as the playing surface, for 

filled artificial grass it would be top of the infill and for non-filled it would be top of the primary 

backing - record the value as 𝐿𝑏.  

b) Repeat the measurement, again measuring from the inner edge of the goal post at a height of 100 

± 10mm below the underside of the crossbar recording the value as 𝐿𝑡.  

c) Measure the height of the goal opening from the playing surface - for natural turf use the top of the 

soil as the playing surface, for filled artificial grass it would be top of the infill and for non-filled it 

would be top of the primary backing - to the underside of the crossbar at a position of 100 ±10mm 

from the inner edge of the right post. Record the value as 𝐻𝑟. Where the playing surface impairs an 

accurate measurement, a rigid board of approximate length and width 500x500mm may be placed 

on the surface to provide a flat datum. The thickness of the board must be added to the measured 

height.   

d) Repeat the height measurement at 100 ±10mm from the inner side of the left post, again, utilising 

a flat datum board if required. Record the value as 𝐻𝑙.  

 

Express ion of results  

All measurements should be reported to the nearest 1mm. The variation between each length and height 
measurements should also be noted within the results report. Where dimensions fall out with the 
requirements detailed in Table 2, these should be marked as a fail.  
 
Table 2: Goal frame - dimensional requirements 

Measurement position Dimensional requirement (mm)  

Inner Length – Bottom (𝐿𝑏) 
7,320 ± 8 

Inner Length - Top (𝐿𝑡) 

Inner Height – Right (𝐻𝑟) 
2,440 ± 8 

Inner Height – Left (𝐻𝑙) 

𝛥𝐿 (𝐿𝑏 −  𝐿𝑡) 
≤8 

𝛥𝐻 (𝐻𝑟 −  𝐻𝑙) 
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6.2. Post dimensions - FIFA Test Method 02 

Principle 

The cross-sectional dimensions of the goal posts are assessed to ensure conformity.  

Apparatus 

 A calliper measuring device with a calibrated accuracy of at least 0.1mm and a minimum measuring 

range of 130mm.   

Test procedure  

a) The width and depth of each post is measured from the base of the post. Where possible, 

measurements should be made prior to the posts being installed in their upright position.  

b) Dimensioned drawings must be provided by the manufacturer detailing the design width and depth 

of the post cross-sections such that they may be compared against the physical measurements.  

Expression of results 

The length and width of each post shall be recorded in the test report to an accuracy of 0.1mm. The 

dimensioned cross-sectional drawing of the posts shall be included as an appendix to the test report. The 

width and depth of each post must be ≥100mm and ≤120mm with no larger than 2mm difference between 

left and right posts for each corresponding pair. 

6.3. Post shape - FIFA Test Method 03 

Principle  

Both the posts and crossbar are visually assessed for shape and orientation 

Test procedure  

Both the left and right posts shall be visually assessed to ensure compliance to the following requirements:  

 The cross-sectional profiles of both posts are geometrically compliant and are square, rectangular, 

round, elliptical or oblong as shown in Figure 1. 

 The posts are correctly orientated to the goal line with any straight edges must be perpendicular or 

parallel to the goal line. 

 The left and right post are of the same profile and orientation  
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Calculation and expression of results  

The profile of the post shall be noted in the results report including descriptive detail on any channels or 

auxiliary components forming the net attachment system which effect the cross-sectional profile of either 

post.   

6.4. Exposed corners  and rounded edges  - FIFA Test Method 
04 

Principle 

The goal frame and components thereof are inspected for any exposed corners or edges with a radius of 

≤3mm which may cause risk of injury.  

Apparatus  

 Radius gauge set capable of measuring external radii to an accuracy of at least 0.25mm over a range 

of between 2.00mm and 4.00mm.  

 A suitable light source such as a handheld torch or similar. 

Test procedure  

a) Visually examine the goal frame and its component identifying any exposed edges or corners which 

may be close to or below the 3mm required edge radius.  

Figure 1: Permitted goal post cross sections 
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b) Position the radius gauge against the corner as shown in Figures 2, 3 and 4 placing the light behind 

the radius gauge such that any gap between the gauge and corner may be identified.  

 

Calculation and expression of results  

Note any non-conforming edges or corners exhibiting a radius of ≤3.00mm within the results report making 

note its location on the goal.  

6.5. Frame entrapment - FIFA Test Method 05 

Principle 

The goal frame is assessed for entrapment risk to minimise the likelihood of players being caught in openings 

or angled assemblies of the goal frame at a height of over 1,200mm from the surface.  

Apparatus  

 An angle measuring device such as a digital protractor or similar with a minimum accuracy of ±1° 

over a measuring range of 0-180°.  

 A head form probe as detailed in Figure 5 below and in accordance with BS EN 913:2018.  

Figure 3: Conforming radius   
of exactly 3.00mm 

Figure 4: Non-
conforming radius of 
<3.00mm 

Figure 2: Conforming radius of > 
3.00mm 
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 Digital force gauge or newton meter with a calibrated accuracy of at least ±5N over a minimum range 

of 0- 230N 

Test procedure  

a) Apply probe D, as outlined in Figure 5, to any relevant openings in excess of 1,200mm above 

ground level, record and report any frame locations of which the probe does not pass through 

when applied with a force of 222 ±5N. The probe shall be applied with the axis perpendicular to 

the plane of opening.  

b)  Using the digital protraction, measure the downwards angle of all relevant frame components 

positioned in excess of 1,200mm above ground level reporting any junctions forming an angle of 

<60°.  

Calculation and expression of results  

Any openings or angles which allow passing of probe D or create a junction angle of below 60° respectively 

shall be detailed in the results report and noted as a fail. Any junction angles of below 60° shall be recorded 

to the nearest whole degree and its location noted.  

  

Figure 5: Head form probe D 
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6.6. Determination of strength - FIFA Test Method 06 

Principle 

A vertical load is applied to the centre of the crossbar, upon removal of the load, the crossbar is visually 

inspected for damage. The test should be conducted in accordance with the method as described in EN 

748:2013+A1:2018, of which the following is a summary thereof. Close attention should be paid to the 

below apparatus and test procedure sections which include additional information and requirements not 

detailed within the aforementioned EN 748 standard.  

Apparatus 

 A suitably mounted winch device or dead-weight and application mechanism capable of applying 

gradual increase in load in the vertical axis of at least 1,800N.  

 Strapping with a width of 50 ±10mm and any auxiliary attachments required to facilitate load 

application to the crossbar.  

 An appropriate load cell with a minimum measurement accuracy of ±1% over the load range applied 

during the test.  

 A laser distance measuring device or staff capable of measuring to an accuracy of ±2mm over 2.50m.  

Test procedure  

a) Measure the height of the crossbar from its underside to the playing surface at the centre of its span. 

Where the playing surface is uneven or causes uncertainty in the measured results, a rigid board or 

similar may be placed below the crossbar to facilitate accurate measurement. Should a board be 

used, it should remain in position until the end of the test.  

b) Position the loading apparatus such that the direction of load application is vertical and centrally 

located on the crossbar.  

c) Attached the strapping to the crossbar such that the load is applied vertically downwards from the 

centre of the crossbar. The strapping attachment method must ensure that no rotational torque is 

applied to the crossbar during testing.  

d) Apply a vertical load of 1,800 ±50N to the centre of the crossbar for a period of  60 −0
+10 seconds.  

e) Remove the load and, following a recovery period of 30 min −0
+10 seconds, visually assess the goal 

frame in its entirety for any damage or permanent deformation with particular attention paid to any 

welded connections.  

f) Measure the height of the crossbar from its underside to the playing surface at the centre of its span. 

Where a board was utilised in the pre-load measurement, this should also be adopted in the post-

test measurement.  
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Calculation and expression of results  

The pre and post-test height measurements should be reported to the nearest millimetre with a variation of 

>10mm being noted as a fail. Descriptions of any permanent damage or deformation identified during the 

visual assessment should be noted with reference images in the results report.  

6.7. Determination of stability  - FIFA Test Method 07 

Principle 

A horizontal load is applied to the centre of the crossbar and its ability to withstand the force without toppling 

assessed.  

Apparatus  

 A suitably mounted winch device or dead-weight and application mechanism capable of applying 

gradual increase in load in the horizontal axis of at least 1,100N.  

 Strapping with a width of 50 ±10mm and auxiliary attachments required to facilitate load application 

to the crossbar. The strapping should be of sufficient length such that a free distance of 3,000mm 

may be achieved between the goal and the apparatus to avoid injury should the goal topple.  

 An appropriate load cell with a minimum measurement accuracy of ±1% over the load range applied 

during the test.  

Test procedure  

a) Position the loading apparatus such that the direction of load application is parallel to the playing 

surface and centrally located on the crossbar.  

b) Attached the strapping to the crossbar such that the load is applied horizontally and outwards from 

the centre of the crossbar as illustrated in Figure 6.  The strapping should be attached to the crossbar 

such that the horizontal load is applied to the uppermost edge of the crossbar.  

c) Apply a gradual horizontal load of 1,100 ±50N to the centre of the crossbar for a period of  60 −0
+10 

seconds before releasing.  

Figure 6: Stability test loading location – figure adopted from section 5.3.1 of BS EN 748:2013+A1:2018 
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d) Should the goal topple forwards, record the applied force at the time of occurrence.  

Calculation and expression of results  

The tests should be marked as a fail should the goals topple during the test, where a failure does occur, the 

applied force at the point of failure should be noted to the nearest 1N.  

6.8. Net dimensions - FIFA Test Method 08 

Principle 

The nets dimensional characteristics including cell width, yarn thickness and overall net size are measured 

and assessed against the dimension’s requirements defined below.    

Apparatus  

 A calliper measuring device with a calibrated accuracy of at least 0.1mm and a minimum measuring 

range of 200mm.   

 A laser distance measuring device, steel tape or staff capable of measuring to an accuracy of at least 

±2mm over a distance of at least 8.0m.  

 Weight of 3.0 ±0.5kg with an appropriate net hook. 

Test procedure  

 With the net lying upon a flat surface and, without applying tension to the yarn, measure the yarn 

thickness using callipers taking care not to apply excessive pressure.  

 With the net installed on the goal frame in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, measure 

the horizontal and vertical distance between the nodes of the net across five random locations on 

the net. On each cell, two vertical and two horizontal measurements should be taken totalling 20x 

measurements across the goal.  Measurements should be taken from the inside of one node or Knot, 

to the outside of the next.  

 Using the minimal force required to take up any slack in the side netting, manually pull the goal 

netting in an outwards direction perpendicular from the centre of each side-net. Whilst in tension, 

measure the distance between the left- and right-hand side netting.   

 Apply the 3.0 ±0.5kg weight to the centre the net at the top of the goal at a location 500 ±10mm 

behind the crossbar. While the load is applied, measure the distance between the playing surface 

and the net at its loaded point to determine the slack in the net from its attachment point on the 

crossbar and record as ℎ𝑠𝑙𝑎𝑐𝑘.  

 Measure the distance between the playing surface and the point of net attachment to the back of 

the crossbar and record as ℎ𝑎𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑐ℎ𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 
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 Measure the depth of the net from the back of the crossbar in a central location across the goal at 

both the top and bottom of the goal, where necessary the laser level should be used to determine 

the location of the goal line for the bottom measurement.  

Calculation and expression of results  

Calculate the net height using the following equation:  

𝑁𝑒𝑡 ℎ𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = (ℎ𝑎𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑐ℎ𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 − ℎ𝑠𝑙𝑎𝑐𝑘) + ℎ𝑎𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑐ℎ𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡  

All measurements shall be recorded in the results report with all calliper measurements recorded to the 

nearest 0.1mm and laser measurements to the nearest 1mm. Any measurements which fail to meet the 

requirements detailed in Table 3 should be noted as a failure within the report.  

 

Table 3: Goal net dimensional requirements 

Measurement  Dimensional requirement  

Yarn Thickness  ≥2.0mm ≤4.0mm 

Net Cell Size (node to node) ≥70.0 mm ≤150 mm 

Net Width  ≥7,500mm  

Net Height  ≥2,500mm  

Net Depth (Top) ≥800mm  

Net Depth (Bottom)  ≥1,500mm 

6.9. Determination of mesh breaking force - FIFA Test 
Method 09 

Principle 

A sample of mesh is elongated until a failure occurs in the yarn or a node of the cell. The test should be 

conducted in accordance with the method as described in EN ISO 1806:2002, of which the following is a 

summary thereof.  

Apparatus  

 A tensile testing apparatus and appropriate load cell with a minimum measurement accuracy of ±1% 

over the load range applied during the test. The apparatus must be capable of applying load with a 

constant rate of elongation.  

 An appropriate tensile jig utilising two steel pins mounted perpendicularly to the direction of applied 

load and parallel to one another. The pins must be sufficiently large in diameter such that they do 

not create an artificial breaking point.  

 A suitable data-logging and time measuring device. 
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Mesh samples 

Single cell samples should be cut from the net product from random locations. Loose ends of the sample cut 

as far from the cell nodes as possible. To avoid excessive fraying of the yarn ends, a hot knife should be used 

for sample preparation.  

Should the nodes of the mesh slip during testing before a breaking force is obtained, a sample of 3x3 cells 

may be used with the test conducted on the central cell only.  

Test procedure  
a) Ensuring the pins are correctly aligned to the applied force and parallel to one another, mount the 

sample over the pins such that the cell nodes are as far from the pins as possible. 

b) Apply the force to the sample until the point of failure, the constant rate of elongation should be 

adjusted such that the ‘time-to-break’ for each sample is 20 ±3 seconds.  

c) Should the cell not break at one of the nodes or, should the loose ends of the mesh slip through the 

nodes, the test results of that sample shall be disregarded.  

d) Repeat steps a) and b) until such a time as valid results have been collected on ten test samples.  

 

Calculation and expression of results  

The average mesh breaking force overall ten samples shall be calculated and reported in newtons to the 

nearest whole value. Any results obtained where the loose ends of the mesh slipped into the knot during the 

test should not be included and the number of these occurrences noted in the report. The net shall be 

allocated a classification in accordance with the requirements in Table 4. Any net achieving an average 

breaking force below the requirements of Class C shall be noted as a failure within the results report.  

Table 4: Net breaking force classification 

Class Minimum breaking force (N) 

A ≥1,800  

B ≥1,080  

C ≥792  

6.10. Net fix ing des ign - FIFA Test Method 10 

Principle 

All net fixings, including stanchion attachments where applicable, are visually inspected and measured to 

assess any risk to players from finger entrapment or injury.   

Apparatus  

 8mm and 25mm finger probes as shown in Figure 7 and Figure 8. Probes should be constructed of a 

rigid material such as aluminium, steel or a suitable polymer.  
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 An angle measuring device capable of measuring to an accuracy of ±1° over a range of 0-180°.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Test procedure  

a) With the net fully installed on the goal frame, visually inspect all net fixings for any hazardous edges 

or protrusions.  

b) Metal cup-hooks must not be used in the attachment of the net to the goal frame. Where spring or 

carbine hooks are used, these must incorporate screw nuts to prevent unintended opening.  

Finger entrapment tests shall be conducted in accordance with the procedure detailed in Annex A.3 of BS 

EN 913:2018, the below of which is a summary thereof. 

c) Apply the probe A into the minimum cross-section of any openings and rotate it in a circular motion 

whilst at an angle of 45 degrees to the central axis of the opening. The probe should not become 

trapped in the opening.  

Figure 7: Probe A - 8mm finger entrapment probe 

Figure 8: Probe B -25mm finger entrapment probe 
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d) If probe A can enter the opening, apply probe B, rotating in a circular motion at an angle 45° to the 

central axis of the opening to assess for any potential entrapment risk.  

Calculation and expression of results  

Present the findings of the visual inspection including supporting images where applicable detailing the 

location and number of non-complying net fastenings.  

The location of any openings which allow the passing of probe A but not probe B must be recorded in the 

final results report with supporting images. These openings should be noted as a fail in the results report 

where:  

a) Openings caused an entrapment of either probe when rotated at an angle of 45 degrees.  

b) When fully inserted, the opening depth prevents Probe A from being rotated through 360 degrees 

whilst at an angle of at least 45 degrees from the central axis of the opening as shown in Figure 9 

and 10. 

6.11. Net fix ing strength - FIFA Test Method 11 

Principle 

A horizontal force of 1,100N is applied to the centre of the net to assess the strength of the net fixings.  

Apparatus 
A suitably mounted winch device or dead-weight and application mechanism capable of applying gradual 

increase in load in the horizontal axis of at least 1,100N.  

Figure 10: FAIL – probe A inserted into an opening  
that imposes and entrapment risk 

Figure 9: PASS - probe A inserted 
in sufficiently shallow opening 
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 A rigid circular disc of 400 ±10mm in diameter, with rounded edges, with a mass of ≤5Kg and with 

a suitable attachment mechanism at its centre as shown in Figure 11 

 An appropriate load cell with a minimum measurement accuracy of ±1% over the load range applied 

during the test. 

 A laser distance measuring device or staff capable of measuring to an accuracy of ±2mm over 2.50m.  

  

Test procedure  

a) On the inside of the goal, position the load application disk on the back net at a height of 1,000 

±100mm from the underside of the crossbar ensuring the attachment hoop protrudes through the 

back net as shown in Figure 12. 

b) Attach a suitable length of cable or strap to the load application disk in addition to the load cell and 

apply a load of 1,100 ±50N for a period of 10 −0
+1 seconds 

c) Remove the load and visually assess the net fixings for: 

a. Any permanent damage including but not limited to permanent deformation, cracking, or 

breakage of fixings 

b. Any fixings that have become dislodged during the test 

c. Any fixings which have moved from their original position 

Figure 11: Net fixing load application disk 
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Calculation and expression of results  

Note quantity and location of any net fixings which have become damaged or dislodged during the test. 

Should fixing be damaged to the extent that they are no longer functional or have become hazardous due 

to sharp or exposed edges, a fail result should be noted in the report with supporting images and a 

description of the failure. 

6.12. Visual Inspection - FIFA Test Method 12 

Approved Materials  

Materials used in the construction of the goal frame and any other components or fasteners thereof shall be 

selected and protected against oxidation or corrosion such that the structural integrity of the goal is not 

affected. Where two or more material types are assembled in direct contact, provisions must be made to 

prevent the occurrence of galvanic corrosion.  

Material coatings including paints and powder coatings must not be hazardous to players or the environment 

during the product lifecycle and consideration should be given to the safe disposal of the goal following this 

period.  Relevant information on the classification and use of such materials can be found in The 

Classification, Labelling and Packaging (CLP) Regulation ((EC) No 1272/2008 

No additional structural elements or physical support may be used inside the net or in its immediate 

surroundings other than bars fixing the goal net to the ground and goal net stanchions behind and outside 

the net with the exception of freestanding frames which may utilise fixed counterweights. Where fixed 

counterweights are used, these must not pose a risk to player safety.  

  

Figure 12: Load application position on net – figure adopted from section 7.3 of BS EN 16579:2018 
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Ground Sockets  

Ground sockets shall be appropriate for the diameter of the post and be appropriately tolerance or otherwise 

secured to minimize movement of the post within the socket once installed in an upright position.  

Ground sockets shall be set in concrete foundations designed and installed in accordance with the 

dimensional requirements outlined in Figure 13 where: 

 The depth from the playing surface  - for natural turf use the top of the soil as the playing surface, 

for filled artificial grass it would be top of the infill and for non-filled, it would be top of the primary 

backing - to the uppermost surface of the foundation (ℎ1) is at least 40mm. 

 The depth from the playing surface  - for natural turf use the top of the soil as the playing surface, 

for filled artificial grass it would be top of the infill and for non-filled it would be top of the primary 

backing - to the lowermost point of the socket (ℎ2) is at least 500mm.  

Goal labeling  

Goals must be indelibly marked with the following test and information in a location that is visible both 

during storage and whilst in an upright socketed position as per the requirements of EN 748:2013+A1:2018.  

Required Text: 

 This goal is designed to be used for football only and no other purpose. 

 Check all fastenings are fully tightened before using this product and check periodically afterwards. 

 At all times the goal shall be secured against tilting. 

 Do not climb on the net or goal framework.  

 FIFA Certification Number 

 The name or trademark of the manufacturer, retailer or importer and the year of manufacturing of 

the frame. 

Figure 13: Example Socket Foundation – figure adopted from annex A of BS EN 748:2013+A1:2018 
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 Weight of goal to the nearest kg 

 A warning label giving details of use that the goal is designed for and the corresponding net type. 

Calculation and expression of results  

Any non-conformity to the requirements assessed in the visual inspection must be detailed in full within the 

results report with supporting images where practicable. An image of the goal labelling showing all relevant 

information shall also be included.   

6.13. Technology in the goal - FIFA Test Method 13  

Principle 

With development of technologies within the game of football, it is conceivable that goals could play host 

to some of them as part of systems for refereeing applications, coaching applications or broadcasting use. 

The concern of this test method is not the functionality of the technology but the assurance that the goal is 

fit for use when such technologies are installed. The aim of this section is to avoid any goal that, were to 

have any technology added to it, avoids any obvious omissions that are not covered in this test manual and 

could not be foreseen at the time of writing.  

Note that this provision has been added to allow an assessment of the goals’ suitability for use in a match 

but that this does not in itself constitute approval under the Laws of the Game. 

Test procedure  

In addition to fulfilling the entire test requirements with the technology installed, goals must be fit for use 

and additional tests shall be carried out to determine that: 

- The goal is still recognisable as such 

- The goal still meets the original dimensions as per the Laws of the Game and where additional 

structural components are added that these do not have a negative impact on the functionality of 

the goal (e.g. shape of posts) or pose any danger to players 

- The visual aspects of the goal (i.e. uniform colour, design) are not significantly impacted by any 

additions  

- Where different materials are used the ball-goal frame interaction (e.g. rebound angle, grip, 

deformation, etc.) is not affected by the change 

- The additional technology does not impact the structural and material integrity of the goal 

- Where electrical components are built into the goal, that appropriate safety standards be complied 

with to ensure harm-free fulfilled in all conditions including heavy rain 

Due to the differing nature of such additions, suitable mechanical, electrical and safety testing will need to 

be carried out to ensure the goal is fit for use. The decision regarding the appropriate tests lays entirely 

with FIFA based on recommendations from FIFA accredited test institutes and a suitable proposal can be 

provided to the manufacturer upon request. Wherever possible, existing standards shall be used as a basis 

for such additional testing. 
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Where a modified goal is to be used for an official goal-line technology system, the system must meet the 

requirements of the FIFA Quality Programme for Goal-Line-Technology for official use in matches. 


