
WWW.FIFA.COM/MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER 2016ENGLISH EDITION

ALL FOR FOOTBALL
DIVERSITY

KICK-OFF 
EUROPEAN LEAGUES 
UNDER WAY 

HISTORY 
LARBI BEN BAREK – 
DEFYING THE ODDS 

KAZAKHSTAN 
HIGHER THAN EVER 

RIO 2016 
FOOTBALL UNDER 
THE FIVE RINGS



GRASSROOTS

FIFA inspires girls and boys to play football.
FIFA’s Grassroots Programme is the core foundation of our development mission, aimed at encouraging girls and
boys around the world to play and enjoy football without restrictions. Grassroots focuses on the enjoyment of the
game through small-sided team games, and teaching basic football technique, the value of exercise and fair play.

For more information, visit FIFA.com



EDITORIAL

TOGETHER  
IN DIVERSITY
In a world so rich in diversity, football plays a key role – on the pitch as 

well as off it – in strengthening cultural and ethnic diversity and bringing 

different cultures even closer together. 

FIFA works in different societies, countries and regions all around the 

world to stress the importance of diversity. One example is the FIFA Good 

Practice Guide on Diversity and Anti-Discrimination, which addresses 

associations, clubs and fans in equal measure, and we will shortly  

be announcing the winner of the inaugural FIFA Diversity Award. 

To find out more about how these and other FIFA initiatives are working 

towards fostering even greater diversity in the world, turn to page 8. 

Perikles Monioudis
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

FIFA held a Club Licensing 

Seminar in Morocco on 3 and  

4 August, in order to help club football 

become more professionalised, in cooper

ation with the confederations. “It is a great  

opportunity to bring together all important stake

holders – associations, leagues, clubs and players, 

and this is a chance that we, as a continent, cannot 

miss,” said former Moroccan international 

Mustapha Hadji, who is general secretary of the 

Moroccan Union of Professional Footballers 

(UMFP). FIFA Club Licensing Seminars have 

already taken place so far this year  

in Panama, South Africa and 

Paraguay.

The 32 students who 

successfully completed the 16th 

edition of the FIFA Master were award

ed their diplomas at Neuchâtel Castle in 

Switzerland on 15 July. The 14 women and  

18 men from 29 different countries are now 

qualified to take up management roles in sports 

organisations around the world. “The FIFA Master 

is undoubtedly building the new generation of 

sports professionals, who can help continue 

to drive the reforms needed to revolu

tionise the sports industry,” said FIFA 

Secretary General Fatma 

Samoura.

At the beginning of 

July, the Workers Cup in Doha, 

Qatar gave construction workers 

employed in building the infrastructure 

for the 2022 FIFA World Cup™ the opportun

ity to take part in a very special football tourna

ment. The final match of the competition was 

attended by 11,050 fans. “It was an amazing 

event, showing once again the power of foot

ball. I want to take this opportunity to pay 

my respect and gratitude to the workers 

helping to shape the FIFA World 

Cup,” said FIFA President 

Gianni Infantino.

200 young players took 

part in Uruguay’s first Live Your 

Goals event in July. Several of Uru

guay’s women’s national team players, 

including Daiana Farias, Yamila Badell and 

Stefanía Maggiolini, were on hand to ensure 

the girls were entertained and enthused by 

what was for some their first experience of 

playing football. The Uruguayan Football 

Association intends to build on this 

first event to make significant 

progress in the next four 

years.
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Last updated:
26 August 2016

1 USA 0 2137

2 Germany 0 2112

3 France 0 2046

4 Canada 6 2031

5 England -1 2021

6 Sweden 0 1995

7 Australia -2 1984

8 Japan -1 1982

9 Korea DPR 0 1952

10 Brazil -2 1946

11 Norway 0 1923

12 Netherlands 1 1902

13 China PR -1 1892

14 Spain 0 1861

15 Switzerland 0 1850

16 Iceland 0 1849

17 Italy 1 1847

18 New Zealand -1 1846

19 Korea Republic 0 1843

20 Denmark 0 1838

21 Scotland 0 1778

22 Russia 0 1762

23 Ukraine 0 1757

24 Colombia 0 1756

25 Austria 0 1747

26 Belgium 0 1737

27 Mexico 0 1732

28 Finland 0 1726

29 Costa Rica 0 1658

30 Republic of Ireland 1 1640

31 Poland 2 1636

32 Thailand -2 1634

33 Czech Republic -1 1632

34 Vietnam 0 1630

35 Wales 0 1605

36 Romania 0 1593

37 Nigeria 0 1592

38 Chinese Taipei 0 1590

39 Hungary 0 1566

40 Portugal 0 1565

41 Slovakia 0 1541

42 Uzbekistan 0 1540

43 Myanmar 1 1531

44 Serbia -1 1529

45 Trinidad and Tobago 0 1494

46 Ghana 0 1487

47 Cameroon 0 1484

48 South Africa 4 1478

49 Papua New Guinea -1 1473

50 Belarus -1 1456

51 Ecuador -1 1451

52 Equatorial Guinea -1 1446

53 Croatia 0 1427

54 Jordan 0 1423

55 Iran 0 1418

56 Israel 0 1414

57 India 0 1412

58 Turkey 0 1409

59 Slovenia 0 1405

60 Bosnia-Herzegovina 0 1403

61 Northern Ireland 0 1394

62 Côte d’Ivoire 0 1386

63 Greece 0 1378

63 Venezuela 0 1378

65 Haiti 0 1372

66 Kazakhstan 0 1355

67 Jamaica 0 1352

68 Hong Kong 0 1347

69 Bulgaria 0 1344

70 Indonesia 0 1321

71 Tunisia 0 1313

72 Philippines 0 1312

73 Morocco 1 1299

74 Guatemala 1 1297

75 Faroe Islands 5 1296

76 Fiji 0 1292

76 Albania 0 1292

76 United Arab Emirates -3 1292

79 Bahrain -1 1288

80 Egypt -1 1287

80 Guam 0 1287

82 Algeria -1 1283

83 Guyana -1 1274

84 Laos -1 1273

85 Estonia -2 1266

86 Malaysia -1 1263

87 Tonga -1 1258

88 New Caledonia -1 1252

89 Senegal -1 1248

90 Montenegro 0 1225

91 Lithuania -2 1224

92 Mali -1 1222

93 Cuba -1 1217

94 Zimbabwe -1 1215

95 Congo -1 1206

96 El Salvador 1 1198

97 Palestine -2 1192

98 Dominican Republic -2 1191

99 Cook Islands -1 1185

100 Moldova -1 1174

101 Latvia -1 1171

101 Malta -1 1171

103 Singapore -1 1159

104 Puerto Rico -1 1156

105 Ethiopia -1 1155

106 Luxembourg 2 1151

107 Solomon Islands -2 1144

108 Georgia -2 1141

109 Samoa -2 1138

110 Kyrgyzstan -2 1134

111 Cyprus -1 1124

112 Nepal -1 1120

113 Guinea 0 1077

114 Nicaragua -2 1073

115 FYR Macedonia -1 1069

116 Burkina Faso -1 1060

117 Gabon -1 1052

118 Namibia -1 1026

119 Zambia -1 1021

120 St Lucia -1 989

121 Bangladesh -1 987

122 Sri Lanka -1 978

123 Lebanon -1 949

124 Maldives -1 948

125 Tanzania -1 947

126 St Kitts and Nevis -1 942

127 Grenada -1 914

128 Dominica -1 900

129 Uganda 0 855

130 Malawi -2 838

131 Swaziland -2 836

132 Kenya -2 822

133 Aruba -2 745

134 Botswana -2 732

0 Argentina ** 0 1621

0 Chile ** 0 1559

0 Paraguay ** 0 1459

0 Peru ** 0 1412

0 Panama ** 0 1363

0 Uruguay ** 0 1361

0 Azerbaijan ** 0 1341

0 Tahiti ** 0 1238

0 Bolivia ** 0 1217

0 Benin ** 0 1187

0 Suriname ** 0 1152

0 Honduras ** 0 1152

0 Vanuatu ** 0 1139

0 Angola ** 0 1134

0 Sierra Leone ** 0 1132

0 Congo DR ** 0 1132

0 Armenia ** 0 1104

0 American Samoa ** 0 1075

0 Eritrea ** 0 1060

0 St Vincent and the Grenadines ** 0 1000

0 Rwanda ** 0 996

0 Barbados ** 0 979

0 Bermuda ** 0 943

0 Guinea-Bissau ** 0 927

0 Syria ** 0 927

0 Pakistan ** 0 926

0 Afghanistan ** 0 889

0 Iraq ** 0 882

 Rank Team + / – Points

0 Liberia ** 0 877

0 Mozambique ** 0 873

0 Kuwait ** 0 870

0 British Virgin Islands ** 0 867

0 Qatar ** 0 864

0 US Virgin Islands ** 0 852

0 Cayman Islands ** 0 849

0 Lesotho ** 0 836

0 Curaçao ** 0 831

0 Belize ** 0 825

0 Bhutan ** 0 778

0 Antigua and Barbuda ** 0 767

0 Comoros ** 0 761

0 Turks and Caicos Islands ** 0 704

0 Timor-Leste * 0 991

0 Macau * 0 889

0 Libya * 0 883

0 Andorra * 0 763

0 Madagascar * 0 714

0 Mauritius * 0 335

 Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points

WOMEN´S WORLD RANKING

**   Inactive for more than 18 months and therefore not 
ranked.

*   Provisionally listed due to not having played more 
than five matches against officially ranked teams.
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LEADER
USA

MOVES INTO TOP TEN
NONE

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NONE

MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
63

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
CANADA (8)

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
CANADA (up 6 ranks)

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (down 3 ranks)

AUSTRIA  
EYE THE 
SUMMIT

They know a thing or two about scaling 

peaks in Austria, which is only natural given 

their country’s terrain. Take it steady,  

conserve your energy and keep your eyes on 

the target – only then can you make it to  

the summit. This approach is also the one 

adopted by the national team, who have 

been steadily climbing the FIFA/Coca-Cola 

Women’s World Ranking since 2003.  

Coach Dominik Thalhammer’s team are 

slowly but surely moving on up and are now 

knocking on the door of the top 20. 

They are currently lying second in their 

qualifying group for the Women’s EURO, 

with the same number of points as leaders 

Norway (who have played one game fewer 

than Austria, however). The match between 

the two teams in June ended 2-2. With the 

finals due to take place next year, Austria’s 

sights are firmly set on their last qualifying 

match, against Wales in September.  

If they make it to the Netherlands, it will be 

the first-ever participation of an Austrian 

women’s team at a major tournament.

The success of the national team is directly 

attributable to the development of women’s 

Solid foundations Austria have a great team spirit and play as a compact unit. 

football in the country. From 7,000 registered 

players in 2008, that figure grew to 17,000  

in the space of just three years. An increasing 

number of players are competing in the 

women’s Bundesliga in Germany, where the 

higher standard is already evident in training. 

Indeed, three Austrian nationals – Manuela 

Zinsberger, Carina Wenninger and Viktoria 

Schnaderbeck – play for Bayern Munich  

and helped the club win the league in both 

2015 and 2016.

The experience gained from playing at elite 

level has also had an effect on the team’s 

playing style, and having previously relied on 

a counter-pressing game to get results, the 

Austrians are now also very comfortable in 

possession – which is vital for breaking down 

stubborn opponents. Thalhammer is effusive 

about the mentality of his players, who are 

always willing to learn. This is something  

that they hope to do at the EURO and then 

in 2019 at the FIFA Women’s World Cup™  

in France. After all, as every mountaineer 

knows: when you’ve scaled one peak, there’s 

always another one waiting.

Annette Braun

Austria’s national women’s team have 
been on an upward curve for the  
past 13 years – a trend that shows  
no sign of abating.
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Big dreams  
Two youngsters take in a football match in 
the Mangueira favela in Rio de Janeiro.

A VISION OF  
THE FUTURE 
Every journey begins with a small step – even in football –  
but solidarity and fair play are always key. With that in mind,  
FIFA is set to present the inaugural FIFA Diversity Award to  
an organisation for their work to promote diversity.
By Gerd Dembowski

FOOTBALL AND SOCIETY
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Fifteen years ago, the Extraordinary FIFA 

Congress met in Buenos Aires and 

passed a ground-breaking resolution 

against racism and discrimination that 

would go on to kick-start a wide range 

of projects. That anniversary is of course 

cause for celebration, but there is still 

much to be done.

FIFA has left no stone unturned in its 

drive to improve diversity and anti- 

discrimination in the day-to-day business 
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of world football, launching projects that 

have included the anti-discrimination 

monitoring system, a Good Practice Guide, 

and the collation of member associations’ 

action plans, to name but three. 

After all, what would anti-discrimination 

work be without the tireless efforts being 

put in at grassroots level? What chance 

could this work possibly have without 

governmental and non-governmental 

organisations and fan initiatives that connect 

directly with fans, young and old alike? 

Football, one of society’s greatest unifiers, 

would undoubtedly have far less driving 

force behind it. World football’s governing 

body recognises this through the Football 

for Hope programme and all of the related 

projects at grassroots level that are using 

football to try and improve living conditions 

in society.

A JURY OF 11 EXPERTS
All of this work and the many volunteers 

behind it cannot be praised enough, which 

is why FIFA recently took the opportunity to 

launch a new award. “The FIFA Diversity 

Award,” explains FIFA President Gianni 

Infantino, “will honour those who work to 

ensure that football stays true to its core 

values of solidarity and fair play”. 

To breathe life into this new award, FIFA 

will not only highlight some impressive 

examples of the excellent work being  

done all around the world, but will also 

include all forms of discrimination, as listed 

in article 4 of the FIFA Statutes. To do so,  

FIFA has formed a jury of 11 experts,  

including, for example, FIFA Women’s 

World Cup™ winner Abby Wambach  

(USA), and Alexandra Haas Paciuc, the 

President of the Mexican anti-discrimination 

organisation Consejo Nacional para Preve-

nir la Discriminación (CONAPRED). They 

have been joined by former Germany 

international Thomas Hitzlsperger, who 

came out in 2014 after calling time on his 

career and has since worked to combat 

discrimination against homosexuals in 

football, insisting that everyone “should be 

able to live without fear of discrimination 

Kabul, 1990 Afghan children playing in the ruins of a building in the midst of the Civil War.

due to his or her background, skin colour, 

sexual orientation or religion. I do not see 

this as a political statement, but as a 

self-evident fact.” 
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“Every human being should be able to live without fear of discrimination  
due to his or her background, skin colour, sexual orientation or religion.” 
Jury member Thomas Hitzlsperger

FOOTBALL AND SOCIETY

Goa, 2010  
Two girls and two boys while away the time with 
a kick-about in an Indian slum.

THE ORGANISATIONS

The first-ever FIFA Diversity Award will be presented at the Soccerex Global  

Convention in Manchester on 26 September 2016.  The three shortlisted football 

organisations are: 

SLUM SOCCER (India) promotes the development of the most extremely marginalised 

sectors of Indian society. Their programme offers sustainable solutions to combat 

homelessness and to improve living conditions in disadvantaged areas. Their  

approaches are based on building self-sustainable communities.

KICK IT OUT (England) is primarily a campaigning organisation which enables,  

facilitates and works with football authorities, professional clubs, players, fans  

and communities to tackle all forms of discrimination. Since 1993, the campaign 

has been pivotal in persuading and supporting the game’s stakeholders to take 

their equality responsibilities seriously.

The INTERNATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION (IGLFA) promotes  

and fosters the worldwide growth of football for lesbians, gays, bisexuals and  

transsexuals (LGBT) while also strengthening the self-respect of the global LGBT 

community. Since the foundation of the IGLFA in in 1992, more than 100 teams  

and clubs from over 30 countries have taken part in IGLFA competitions. 

F04

Rainbow A symbol of peace and tolerance.

Moya Dodd, the deputy chairwoman of  

the Committee for Women’s Football and 

the FIFA Women’s World Cup™, is also on 

the jury and she says: “Football is a global 

and unique convening power. It bridges 

culture, class and creed like nothing else.  

It helps us rise above our prejudices to 

realise our commonality and our humanity. 

I’m delighted to be a part of this new FIFA 

award, which recognises and celebrates 

outstanding instances of diversity and 

non-discrimination.” 

PROJECTS IN ENGLAND AND INDIA
The first of the final three nominees is Kick 

It Out (KIO), an organisation in England that 

is supported by The Football Association, 

the Premier League, the Professional Foot-

ballers’ Association and the Football 

League. Since being founded in 1993, the 

organisation has strived to ensure that 
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people take equality seriously and work 

towards greater inclusion in the game.  

The main focuses of KIO’s work are on 

advising people on the benefits of equality, 

documenting discriminatory incidents, and 

providing practical education at schools  

and universities as well as in online courses.

The second nominee is Slum Soccer, an 

organisation that promotes the development 

of the most extremely marginalised sectors 

of Indian society. Slum Soccer’s programme 

offers sustainable solutions to combat 

homelessness and to improve living condi-

tions in disadvantaged areas, using football 

to overcome ethnic, religious, linguistic and 

gender-based barriers, to connect people, 

to teach basic life skills, and to work  

towards improving the overall quality of life. 

As the name suggests, the focus of the 

organisation’s work lies in Indian slums,  

and in the last ten years alone, nearly 

70,000 men, women and children in more 

than 63 districts all over India have benefited 

from their social development projects, 

educational and health courses.

PROMOTING UNDERSTANDING
The final nominee still in the running for  

the 2016 FIFA Diversity Award is the  

International Gay and Lesbian Football 

Association (IGLFA). Founded in 1992,  

the IGLFA promotes and fosters the world-

wide growth of football for lesbians,  

gays, bisexuals and transsexuals (LGBT) 

while also strengthening the self-respect  

of the global LGBT community. IGLFA 

tournaments and meetings are aimed at 

Diversity for eternity 
Brazil’s Pelé (left) and 
England’s Bobby Moore 
share a hug after the 
Seleção’s 1-0 win in the 
group stage of Mexico ’70.

In the last ten years, nearly 
70,000 men, women  
and children in India have 
benefited from Slum Soccer’s 
social development projects 
and health courses.
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FOOTBALL AND SOCIETY

20-YEAR-OLD FROM  
GAMBIA CAPTIVATES ITALY
Three years ago, he left Gambia to 
follow his dream of becoming a pro 
footballer. Now Sanna Conteh’s dream 
is coming true. A story from southern 
Italy that has touched the country. 

Sanna Conteh is a young man with an 

infectious laugh and an extraordinary 

talent. His life has always revolved around 

two things: family and football. But 

growing up in Gambia, life was not always 

easy – there was not enough money, no 

work, and a poor quality of life. So when 

Conteh was 17, he took one of the most 

difficult decisions of his life. Together with 

his brother, he left Gambia and travelled 

across Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger 

and Libya all the way to Lampedusa in 

Italy. “Family is very important to me,” 

says Conteh recalling that time. “It was 

very hard to say goodbye.”

The journey was perilous for Conteh  

and his brother, and they almost didn’t 

make it. But luck was on their side, and 

when they finally arrived in a refugee 

centre in the southern Italian town of 

Vitulano several weeks later, things began 

to look up.

HIS TALENT WAS OBVIOUS 
The accommodation in Vitulano happened 

to be situated next to the training ground 

of the football club ASD Forza e Coraggio, 

and Conteh soon started regularly turning 

up to watch the training sessions. One day 

he plucked up the courage to ask the 

coach if he could join in. It was obvious 

straightaway that he had talent, and soon 

it wasn’t just the people at ASD that knew 

Sanna Conteh A gifted African player with a promising future. 
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LGBT people as well as heterosexuals,  

and they also provide opportunities for 

discussions about the organisation’s  

daily work to combat all forms of  

discrimination. The organisation also uses 

football to promote dialogue about 

sporting and social experiences, respect 

and understanding. The IGLFA’s objective 

is to foster the self-respect of male and 

female players and help to ensure  

that they are not confronted by daily 

abuse for being homosexual, bisexual or 

transsexual.

This is just a brief overview of the three 

shortlisted nominees for the award.  

After assessing the projects, jury  

member Jaiyah Saelua, who is herself a 

Fa’afafine – a third-gender person in 

American Samoan culture – could not 

help but be impressed. Saelua, who  

was also the first openly transgender 

person to take part in a FIFA World Cup™ 

qualifying match, said: “Knowing that 

each nominee may be highly deserving  

of the award will make our jobs difficult, 

but I am sure that this award will inspire 

more and more people from around  

the world to make positive changes for 

their communities, organisations, and 

most especially for the sport”. 

That quote ties in perfectly with the 

original ideas that led to the introduction 

of this new award. After all, while there 

can only be one – richly deserving –  

winner when their work to promote 

diversity and anti-discrimination is  

honoured in Manchester on 26 Septem-

ber 2016, as they step up to accept the 

distinction, they will also do so on behalf 

of the many, many organisations, projects 

and initiatives that are, in their own ways, 

working wonders day in, day out to 

promote social inclusion in football.

“This award will  
inspire more and more 
people from around 
the world to make 
positive changes for 
their communities.” 
Jury member Jaiyah Saelua

about him, they were talking about him 

right across the region. 

The club Audax Cervinara were quickest 

off the mark. They signed the midfielder 

and last season were promoted into Italy’s 

fifth division. “We knew that Sanna was  

a great player,” explains club president  

Joe Ricci. “We also knew that he was the 

right man to help us achieve our goal of 

getting into the Lega Eccellenza. We took 

him into our hearts.”

The rest of Italy has since done the same, 

as the young man from Gambia has 

become a TV celebrity thanks to his 

moving personal story. And the mayor of 

Cervinara is positively effusive when 

singing Conteh’s praises: “He shows that 

it is worth following your dream,” says 

Filuccio Tangredi. “Conteh suffered a lot 

and now he is reaping his rewards. We all 

love him and we wish him all the best for 

the great career that lies ahead of him.”

MONEY FOR THE FAMILY BACK HOME  
It looks like Conteh might soon be saying 

goodbye to Cervinara. The young hopeful 

has already had a trial at US Avellino,  

a club in Italy’s second highest league, 

Serie B. The next step in his career will 

probably be settled in the next few weeks. 

Cervinara captain Simone Cioffi recently 

said that Conteh would go far – and 

couldn’t hide his emotions when talking 

about him. Whenever Conteh himself 

appears on TV, he always laughs. It’s his 

trademark. And he really only wants to  

do one thing: play football. A lot. If he is 

successful at it and able to earn money  

for himself and the family back home in 

Gambia, so much the better. 

Collaboration: Giovanni Marti

15FIFA 1904   /



Cue wild celebration  
New Chelsea boss Antonio Conte is 
on the same emotional wavelength 
as the fans during the Blues’ 2-1 
victory over West Ham United in 
their Premier League season opener 
(15 August 2016).

SNAPSHOT
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Pep Guardiola, 
Manchester City 
“We’ll get there  
in the end.”

EUROPE’S LEAGUES

DON’T 
WORRY, 
IT’LL BE 

FINE!

The new season is underway at last in many  
top leagues. What’s been going on in Europe 
during the summer break? We take a look  
at developments in England and Germany,  
with a word or two on record transfers.
By Alan Schweingruber
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Pep Guardiola barely had time to warm the seat in the manager’s 

office at Manchester City before he was faced with critical questions 

from journalists who wanted to hear his thoughts on how his new club 

would fare in the Premier League this coming season. The Spaniard sat 

in his chair at the press conference and scratched his designer stubble 

pensively before stating: “People cannot imagine how difficult it is to 

build up something, to get players to put in place new ideas. You need 

time, but we will get there in the end.”

Good football coaches know how to get their individual philosophy 

across to their players and are also savvy when it comes to communi-

cating said philosophy to the public. Guardiola is a master of the art. 

His words always carry a tinge of sadness and doubt. You have to 

approach his monologues as if you were peeling an onion to get to the 

gist of what he is saying, which, at the press conference in question, 

was as follows: It will be a good season for Manchester City, and we 

will keep our rivals at bay. Don’t worry, it’ll be fine!

It goes without saying that the fans of City’s cross-city rivals would  

also like to hear something similar from their coach, but the mere 

presence alone of José Mourinho is enough to inspire confidence in 

everyone around him. His particular box of tricks won’t come into play 

until later in the season though, when temperament and spin have a 

greater impact. Manchester United’s long-term goal with Mourinho is 

to remain the richest club in the country and to regain what they see 

as their rightful position at the top of the tree. Their aim in the short 

term, incidentally without Bastian Schweinsteiger, who has been frozen 

out by the new manager, is to win the 2016-17 Premier League,  

preferably along with the FA Cup. 

The clubs with a realistic chance of winning England’s frantic top-flight 

league this season are the usual suspects from Manchester, London 

and Liverpool, although they may again have to contend with an 

apparent no-hoper after Leicester City’s astonishing triumph last 

season, which has given hope to unfancied teams everywhere and 

lifted the spirits of sports fans who love to see passion prevail over cool 

calculation.

You have to approach Guardiola’s monologues 
as if you were peeling an onion to get 
to the gist of what he is saying.

WILL  
POGBA DO 

A BALE?
With billions of pounds of TV money currently 

washing around the Premier League, it was a 

fair bet that the world transfer fee record would 

be broken this summer. Three years after 

Gareth Bale moved from Tottenham Hotspur 

to Real Madrid for around EUR 101 million, 

Manchester United have smashed that sum by 

four million by signing 23-year-old Paul Pogba 

Superstar Paul Pogba, 23  
Expensive, but a major talent.
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in a deal that attracted more column inches than the transfer itself: the 

Red Devils spent this staggering amount for a player whom they had 

discovered at the age of 16 at Le Havre, trained in their academy and 

then let go three years later to Juventus for nothing.

Like designer clothing, players who break the transfer record tend to 

have a wow factor. And such mega-expensive ball wizards have 

everything to lose when they turn out for their new clubs and find 

themselves having to prove that they’re worth the money. The record 

fee splashed out by Real in 2013 for the lightning-fast but not-yet- 

superstar Bale surprised many, but the Welshman eventually held his 

own in Madrid after an indifferent start. As for Pogba, it remains to be 

seen whether the expensive midfielder will use his fame and promise as 

a potential Ballon d’Or winner to his advantage. Whatever happens,  

he should be aware of the fact that the spotlight will not be completely 

on him, with names of the calibre of José Mourinho, Zlatan Ibrahimović 

and Henrikh Mkhitaryan all now plying their trade at Old Trafford.

Juventus may have hit the jackpot with Pogba’s sale, but most of the sum 

they expected to receive for him had already been spent on Gonzalo 

Higuaín, whom they acquired from Napoli for a mere EUR 90 million. 

The money paid for the Argentinian was just part of a major transfer 

offensive by the Turin club during the close season, with the Serie A 

champions also gaining the services of Dani Alves, Miralem Pjanić  

and Marko Pjaca. It can be safely assumed that The Old Lady is gearing 

up for a serious challenge for the Champions League in addition to 

trying to win the Italian league for the sixth time in a row.

Like designer clothing, players who break the 
transfer record tend to have a wow factor.

Gonzalo Higuaín, 28 Now a Juventus player after his EUR 90 million transfer.

Schalke 04 have become a byword for chaos  

in Germany of late. Okay, that may be a bit of 

an exaggeration, given that any multi-million 

euro business needs to have a modicum of 

order to continue being successful, but Schalke 

have written off debts to the tune of  

EUR 100 million in the last five years. Their 

staunch fans focus naturally enough on matters 

on the pitch, but expectations of the club in 

and around Gelsenkirchen in terms of results 

are seldom met – far from it: in fact, “chaos” 

sums up the situation quite nicely.

FROM 
CHAOS TO 

CALMNESS

Leroy Sané, 20 Secured a move to Manchester City.
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Breel Embolo, 19 
Schalke’s major signing 
from Switzerland.

EUROPE’S LEAGUES

22 /   FIFA 1904

K
ey

st
on

e



Bayern signings  
Renato Sanches, 19, and Mats Hummels, 27.

The new (old) boss? Uli Hoeness is aiming to become president of Bayern Munich again.

It wasn’t until August,  
when the transfer gossip  
had died down and no one  
was talking about Sané, 
Götze and Schürrle any 
more, that Bayern issued 
a brief statement.

And now Schalke have sold their most 

talented player – Leroy Sané – to 

Manchester City for EUR 55 million.  

As Sané had only appeared 47 times  

in the Bundesliga for Schalke, the 

Süddeutsche Zeitung came to the 

mischievous conclusion that every 

match he had played before his costly 

transfer had been worth over  

EUR 1 million to The Royal Blues. 

Schalke had certainly prepared for his 

departure, having already signed 

19-year-old Breel Embolo from Basel. 

For once, Schalke’s 2016 close season 

was a turmoil-free affair.

Maybe it’s simply a case of observing 

how the best go about things. Talking 

of whom, Bayern Munich again  

showed the others how it should be 

done this year by getting all of their 

transfer business out of the way 

before EURO 2016, signing first  

Renato Sanches, then Mats Hummels.  

At EUR 35 million, the 18-year-old 

Sanches certainly didn’t come cheap, 

but with hindsight, one wonders  

what would have had happened had 

the hugely talented Portuguese been 

on the football radar in England. 

Compatriot José Mourinho is an  

admirer, but he didn’t become the 

Manchester United coach until late May.

Things were therefore fairly quiet this 

summer at Bayern and it wasn’t until 

August, when the transfer gossip had 

died down and no one was talking any 

more about Sané and the Dortmund 

signings Mario Götze and André 

Schürrle, that Germany’s most success-

ful club issued a brief statement  

guaranteeing that it would knock the 

Olympics and Pogba off the front 

pages: Uli Hoeness, a free man since 

February, is back and standing for 

election again as president of the club 

after a 21-month stint behind bars for 

tax evasion.
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SOCIAL MEDIA

FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

Who will win the FIFA Futsal World Cup Colombia 2016, and why?

“PORTUGAL. WE’VE GOT RICARDINHO.”
Monica Guedes (South Africa)

“COLOMBIA! BECAUSE THEY’RE THE HOME TEAM,  
HAVE THE FANS ON THEIR SIDE,  

HAVE A GOOD SQUAD AND A GREAT COACH.”
Sergio Espinoza (Colombia)

“COLOMBIA. BECAUSE I HAVE FAITH IN MY COUNTRY.  
COME ON, TRICOLOR!”

Victor Torres (Colombia)

“PARAGUAY WILL BE CHAMPIONS.  
BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE TEAM,  

THE EXPERIENCE AND BELIEF.”
Jorge Alderete R. (Paraguay)

“BRAZIL WILL WIN, THERE’S NO DOUBT  
THEY’RE THE BEST IN FOOTBALL.”

Dawson Arcángel (Venezuela)
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RIO 2016

GOLD RUSH
The Olympic Football  
Tournaments 2016 in Rio 
provided plenty of quality 
and no little drama – as well 
as a new rule: for the first 
time at a senior international 
tournament, teams were  
allowed four substitutions. 
By Perikles Monioudis

Reigning champions USA travelled to Brazil determined to hold on to their Olympic crown, 

having already returned home with gold four times in previous competitions (1996, 2004, 2008 

and 2012). This time around, however, captain and FIFA Women’s World Player of the Year Carli 

Lloyd and her team-mates were up against it when they took on Sweden in the quarter-final on 

12 August 2016 in the capital, Brasília. Lloyd had scored the winning goal both in the 2008 final 

in Beijing and in the 2012 final in London, but she could only throw her hands up in dismay after 

the penalty shoot-out, the teams having been level at 1-1 after 120 minutes of play. 

FOURTH SUBSTITUTION 
Although the Scandinavians prevailed 4-3 in the shoot-out, in the long run this dramatic match 

will probably be remembered most for a team change that took place in extra time. When 

Lindsey Horan came on for the injured Mallory Pugh in the 114th minute, it was the first time 

that a fourth substitution had been made at a senior international tournament – a scenario 

envisaged by The International Football Association Board (IFAB) in Cardiff a few months ago, 

when it decided to allow just such an contingency for a two-year trial period. Among the issues 

being considered during the test phase are whether the fourth substitution will lead to more 

goals, whether it will benefit the players and how often a substitute – especially the fourth – 

scores a goal or plays a key part in a goal.

26 /   FIFA 1904

Bu
da

 M
en

de
s /

 G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es

 (2
)  



The Swedes also used a fourth substitute in the match against the USA one minute before  

the end, when Emma Berglund replaced Jessica Samuelsson, thus bringing the number of 

substitutes used during the quarter-final to eight. 

A MOMENT OF MISERY FOR MARTA
Apart from the Americans’ premature exit, the semi-finals line-up was pretty much as expected 

and featured four teams from the top ten of the FIFA World Ranking of 24 June: Germany (2nd), 

Sweden (6th), Brazil (8th) and Canada (10th). France and Australia, currently lying 3rd and 5th in the 

table, were knocked out in the quarter-finals by Canada and Brazil respectively. Carrying the 

hopes of the host nation was five-time FIFA Women’s World Player of the Year Marta, but the 

Brazilian number 10 endured a moment of agony when she missed her penalty in the quarter- 

final shoot-out against Australia. Thankfully, her team-mates spared her blushes by making no 

mistake from the spot (final outcome: 7-6 to Brazil). 

NEYMAR FINDS HIS FEET
The Brazilian fans appeared to prefer Marta to her male counterpart Neymar, the latter taking 

his time to find his shooting boots at the tournament. Nevertheless, the superstar managed to 

open his Rio 2016 account with a free kick in the 12th minute in the quarter-final against  

High on emotion  
Sweden celebrate beating the USA 
(left); Neymar in full flow (centre); 
Mallory Pugh’s injury paves the way 
for the first-ever fourth substitution 
(top); Chinese fans cheer on their 
team (below).
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Colombia (2-0). As a result, the hosts progressed to both the men’s and the women’s semi-finals 

and thus achieved the minimum expected of them, an admittedly ambitious goal that was 

matched only by Germany. 

There was surely no talk of minimum objectives in the camp of the Honduras’ men’s team,  

but Los Catrachos exceeded all expectations by reaching the semi-finals, which was the first 

time that a Central American side had ever reached that stage of the competition. Their star 

performer was goalkeeper Luis “Buba” López, whose stunning saves, particularly with his strong 

left hand, must have driven his opponents to despair – such as in the quarter-final against Korea 

Republic (1-0), when he parried three times from Son Heung-min, normally a reliable finisher  

for Tottenham Hotspur in the Premier League as well as for his national team, and became a 

match-winner in the process. “Buba” was mobbed by his celebrating team-mates after the  

final whistle. The strong team around López, who was also at the 2014 World Cup in Brazil as 

the third-choice goalkeeper, is largely down to coach Jorge Luis Pinto, whose squad for the 

Olympics mainly comprised players who are not yet among the top performers for their clubs. 

TEAMWORK AND INDIVIDUAL BRILLIANCE
Any coach aiming to win gold at Rio 2016 needed to pull off the difficult trick of motivating  

and creating trust in his or her players while welding them into a high-spirited and resilient unit. 

Team-building – a key factor at such tournaments – is not an exact science and tends to take 

place on an as-and-when basis. 

Former Germany international Horst Hrubesch, who is also in charge of the German U-23 side, 

certainly had such a knack in Rio. His team will never be seen again after the tournament in its 

current form. Hrubesch was severely hampered in the selection of his squad, having to do 

without the services of anyone who had changed clubs in the Bundesliga in the summer and 

RIO 2016

The art of coaching:  
motivate and create 
trust in the players and 
weld them into a unit.

No longer going for gold  
Marta is comforted by fans after Brazil’s defeat 
in the semi-final (left); Honduras goalkeeper 
“Buba” López kept his team in the tournament 
on several occasions. 
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was in the middle of pre-season training, as well as every player striving to make the first XI in 

Europa or Champions League matches. Nevertheless, it was the same for all coaches at the 

Olympics. 

LIFELONG MEMORIES
As far as the quality of football on show at the Olympics was concerned, it must be said that it 

exceeded many people’s expectations, highlighting the fact that successful football is all about 

marrying teamwork with individual brilliance. 

It was assumed from the outset that the best players would be available to the women’s teams 

for a competition that is generally considered to be a mini-World Cup among those taking part. 

The men’s tournament, however, accepts that the clubs hold greater sway and consists of U-23 

teams with an additional three older players per team. The focus here is more on team-building 

and creating a unique and unforgettable experience that no one who has competed at the 

Olympics would want to have missed. 

BALM FOR THE BRAZILIAN SOUL

Accusations that football at the Olympics 

lacks sparkle were firmly kicked into touch 

by many of the matches at Rio 2016 

including the two finals, which were 

played at a high tempo and contained 

plenty of thrills and spills. 

In front of a noisy crowd at the Maracanã 

in Rio on 19 August 2016, the German 

women overcame a well-organised  

Swedish team 2-1 to claim the gold medal. 

Having won bronze three times in the  

past, Germany finally claimed the prize 

they craved to seal the perfect send-off  

for World Cup-winning coach Silvia Neid. 

Golden moments  
Walace, Gabriel 
Jesus, Neymar, 
Gabriel Barbosa and 
Rafinha (from left) 
celebrate Brazil’s 
Olympic triumph. 

After the lively Dzsenifer Marozsán 

opened the scoring shortly after half-time, 

Sweden gave themselves a mountain to 

climb in the 62nd minute when Linda 

Sembrant put through her own goal. Stina 

Blackstenius reduced the arrears five 

minutes later but Germany held out for 

the win.

The German men’s team had the opportun-

ity to emulate their female counterparts  

in the final against Brazil, again in front of  

a sell-out Maracanã crowd. Forty years  

had passed since East Germany’s gold 

medal triumph at Montreal ‘76, and the 

current, skilful and attacking version of  

Die Mannschaft will have to wait a little  

longer in their quest to repeat that feat 

after Brazil, spurred on by the charismatic 

Neymar, prevailed in a penalty shoot-out 

following an open match that was full  

of endeavour and played in the right spirit 

(1-1; 5-4). After captain Maximilian Meyer 

scored in the 69th minute to cancel out 

Neymar’s free-kick opener from the first 

half, this terrific game came to a climax 

when – who else? – Neymar converted  

the deciding penalty for Brazil. As the tears 

flowed, it was clear that a load had been 

lifted off the talisman’s slender shoulders. 

This was an atonement of sorts for the 

traumatic 7-1 hammering that the hosts 

had suffered at the hands of eventual 

winners Germany in the World Cup semi- 

final two years ago. 

The bronze medals were won by the  

Canadian women (2-1 against Brazil) and by 

the Nigerian men (3-2 against Honduras). 

mpe
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PLACE Ain Diab Beach, Casablanca
DATE 10 June 2015
TIME 18.43
PHOTOGRAPHER Yorias Yassine Alaoui Ismaili

FIRST LOVE
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World Goalkeeper of 
the Year 1987  
Jean-Marie Pfaff, now 63,  
played 156 matches for 
Bayern Munich.

THE INTERVIEW
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How are you, Jean-Marie?
Jean-Marie Pfaff: Very well, thank you! I am 

enjoying the warm Belgium summer. There’s 

always something going on here at our home in 

Brasschaat, and my six grandchildren certainly 

keep me busy! 

Do you still go to football matches?
Football is my life. I travel a lot around Europe, 

often to Germany. A Bayern Munich game is 

always an experience. It means a lot to me that  

I am still invited to games, even though I last 

played for Bayern nearly 30 years ago.  

It’s always fun, even though we always tend  

to win...

“We”?
I can’t shake that habit, the six years I spent at 

Bayern really did shape me as a person. I enjoy 

going back to Munich from time to time. I’m 

getting to know the locals a bit better these 

days. I just didn’t have the time for that before. 

We were always on a pitch somewhere.

Is Carlo Ancelotti the right man for Bayern?
Oh, please! Ancelotti is a world-class coach,  

and he belongs at a world-class club. If you have 

coached at Real Madrid, you can coach any-

where. He’s the right man. I’m looking forward 

to seeing the Italian influence on Bayern.

“A GOALKEEPER ALWAYS 
HAS TO BE THE BOSS”

He was once named the world’s best goalkeeper,  
and he was also known as an entertainer and  
a crowd favourite. FIFA 1904 spoke to Jean-Marie Pfaff 
about Belgium’s “golden generation”, the lack of  
characters in modern-day football, and the successful 
reality TV show “De Pfaffs”.
Alan Schweingruber was talking to Jean-Marie Pfaff
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THE INTERVIEW

NAME Jean-Marie Pfaff
BORN 4 December 1953 in Lebbeke
PLAYING CAREER KSK Beveren (1973-1982), FC Bayern Munich (1982-1988),  
Lierse S.K. (1988-1989), Trabzonspor (1989-1990)
INTERNATIONAL CAREER 64 caps for Belgium 
MAJOR HONOURS 3 x league champion and 2 x cup winner (with Bayern Munich),  
4th place at 1986 World Cup, runner-up at EURO 1980 

You played 156 matches for Bayern.  
Manuel Neuer has already overtaken you as 
he’s on 161. How do you rate him?
Neuer is a fantastic goalkeeper, probably the 

best in the world right now. I just wish he were 

a little louder on the pitch.

Does a goalkeeper have to be loud?
A goalkeeper should be the boss.

Don’t Bayern have enough bosses in their 
team?
It’s not about that. It’s important that a team 

receives directions from the back. Otherwise 

Neuer does that fine, others less so. Goalkeepers 

in truly great teams rarely have a lot to do. For 

many years, Iker Casillas, for example, knew that 

he could rely on the guys in front of him at Real 

Madrid. Good goalkeepers really come into their 

own when things aren’t going right. It’s then that 

they have to withstand pressure from the oppos-

ition. They have to be able to direct and take 

risks, catch the ball and not just punch it away.

Is there a lack of characters in football at the 
moment?
If we are still talking about goalkeepers then yes, 

there is. When I was playing, I was spat at and 

kicked at corners. You can’t let provocation like 

that put you off. It’s probably not that bad any-

more, but the basic principle remains the same:  

a goalkeeper has to stand his ground, he can’t 

be afraid. The opposition striker should know, 

even before kick-off, just who he is up against.

What do you think about modern defenders?
The word “modern” is a bit tricky. We all love 

watching powerful defenders with excellent 

technique and tactical awareness.

“A goalkeeper always has to  
stand his ground.  
The opposition striker should 
know, even before kick-off, 
just who he is up against.”
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to blame though. Wilmots did a good job over 

the past four years. It would have been better  

if some of the players had looked a little closer 

to home too.

Thibaut Courtois criticised the team’s tactics 
after that Wales defeat.
That’s exactly what I mean. You just don’t do 

that. If a player doesn’t agree with the coach,  

he should talk to him in person about his 

concerns, preferably during training. That is  

how I always did it anyway. But criticising tactics 

in a post-match interview? That’s not on.

Before the tournament, you were quoted as 
saying that all Belgian players should look for 
a new job if they didn’t reach the semis.
True, I did say that [laughs]! Everyone could see 

just how good that team was. And it still is: 

Hazard and De Bruyne are only 25, and Lukaku 

is even younger. Hopefully the team will  

now come through the World Cup qualifiers 

unscathed and then we’ll see. They can still 

achieve a lot in the next few years.

Will new coach Roberto Martínez be expected 
to win the World Cup?
Just before the tournament, yes he probably 

will! Let’s talk about that again in 18 months’ 

time. It’s important now that the team sticks 

together. The human aspect will be important 

“You have to be able to decide whether a team has  
the class to be able to play a modern style of football.  
Brazil had too high an opinion of themselves at  
the 2014 World Cup. They thought they’d be able to 
beat Germany with a refined system of play.”

I sense a “but” coming...
But you have to be able to decide whether a 

team has the class to be able to play a modern 

style of football, which is over-rated anyway. 

Brazil, for example, had too high an opinion of 

themselves at the 2014 World Cup. They 

thought they’d be able to beat Germany with a 

refined system of play. Sometimes it would be 

much more efficient to play with a man-marker 

in front of the defence. We saw that at the 

European Championship, when Iceland did well 

with a simple system. Wales too.

As Belgium experienced first-hand...
Unfortunately.

What did you make of that quarter-final?
Well it was disappointing to be knocked out.  

I’m not just saying that. I was frustrated.  

But that’s tournament football for you. Before 

the tournament, some people in Belgium were 

acting like we had already won it. They got 

ahead of themselves a bit there...

Why did Belgium fall short?
It’s hard to give an answer to that so soon after 

the competition. We made it to the quarter- 

finals, and if we had won three more games, 

Marc Wilmots would now be the best thing 

since sliced bread. But now he’s not even the 

Belgium coach anymore. He wasn’t the only man 

for Martínez. He doesn’t just have to find the 

right balance, he also has to get rid of all of the 

EURO hangovers...

You’re now 63 – what is your motivation for 
wanting to continue to play an active role  
in football?
The motivation is always there. But for me  

it’s more of a need, a need to pass on my 

experience of being a professional footballer. 

How do you do that?
I hold motivational speeches at companies.  

My topic is “Become the number one, stay the 

number one!”. I also organise charity events.  

On 19 August, Diego Maradona came to  

Antwerp to mark the 30th anniversary of the 

1986 World Cup semi-final between Belgium 

and Argentina. That was amazing. Maradona 

came with 18 bodyguards. All of the money  

we raised was donated to two foundations for 

children who are suffering from cancer or 

intellectual disabilities. I also want to get 

involved in football development.

You are also a TV star in Belgium and the 
Netherlands...
Yes, I was [laughs]! The “De Pfaffs” reality TV 

show ran for ten years. Every week, two million 

people would tune in to watch us go about our 

daily lives. I lived with my family in a big house 

with a swimming pool and a pool table. We also 

had a Doberman called Angie. It was a very 

funny time.

But not very private?
That’s the whole point of a reality show isn’t it?  

I have always been someone who communicates 

openly. I have never had a problem with that. 

That series was fun – and people enjoyed it too. 

So everything was OK. We called it a day in 

2012 after 227 episodes.

And since then you’ve made more time for 
football again.
There’s a time and a place for everything. Apart 

from football, of course – there’s always time for 

football!
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THEN

Captains Uwe Seeler (Germany; left) and Bobby Moore (England)  
keep their eyes on the coin tossed by referee Gottfried Dienst (Switzerland)  
before kick-off of the legendary World Cup final at Wembley. 

1966
LONDON, ENGLAND
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NOW

Captains Franko Diaz (Venezuela; left) and Bahaeddine Othman (Tunisia)  
watch the coin tossed by referee Khalil al-Ghamdi (Saudi Arabia)  

at the FIFA U-17 World Cup. 

2013
ASH SHARIQAH, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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DEBATE

FOR THE GAME. 
FOR THE PLANET. 

FIFA invests in football worldwide – 
and it does so with a responsible  
eye on the environment: through 
Football for the Planet, FIFA’s global 
programmes and events are built  
on a foundation of environmental 
conscientiousness.

Football for the Planet is the official envir

onmental programme of FIFA and aims to 

mitigate the negative impact of its activities 

on the environment. It is the continuation 

of the environmental programmes that 

have been developed for FIFA competitions 

since the 2006 FIFA World Cup™ in  

Germany. 

In Brazil, FIFA and the 2014 FIFA World  

Cup Local Organising Committee (LOC) 

implemented several projects to reduce  

the impact of the 2014 FIFA World Cup 

Brazil™ on the environment. 

CARBON OFFSETTING
Global warming is one of the most pressing 

issues of our time. One of the main factors 

in the change in temperature is the carbon 

dioxide (CO2) that is released into the 

atmosphere through human activities.  

FIFA and the LOC estimated the total 

carbon footprint of the 2014 FIFA World 

Cup Brazil would be 2.7 million tonnes of 

CO2 of which 251,000 tonnes were under 

our operational control. FIFA and the LOC 

offset all carbon emissions under their 

operational control through carefully 

selected carbonreduction projects in 

various regions around Brazil. These emis

sions took into consideration the travel and 

accommodation of all staff, officials, teams, 

volunteers and guests, as well as emissions 

produced by the venues, stadiums and 

offices. In addition, FIFA invited successful 

ticket applicants to offset the emissions 

/   FIFA 190438

K
ey

st
on

e



PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE

Best wishes, Gianni Infantino

resulting from their travel to the tourna-

ment for free, no matter where in the 

world they were travelling from. 

SUSTAINABLE STADIUMS
Most of the FIFA World Cup stadiums in 

Brazil aimed to achieve LEED certification 

for green buildings and many installed solar 

panels on their roofs to generate renewable 

energy. In support of this effort, FIFA and 

the LOC organised a six-day training course 

on sustainable stadium management for  

all 12 stadium operators. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT IN STADIUMS
The objective of a newly introduced waste 

law in Brazil was to better control the 

handling and destination of waste. In 

collaboration with local waste cooperatives, 

FIFA, the LOC and Coca-Cola developed a 

waste management system for the stadiums 

to ensure that waste was handled properly 

and recycled where necessary. With the 

promotional appeal of 2014 FIFA World Cup 

mascot Fuleco, messages were developed 

to inform spectators about what to do and 

how to discard their waste. 

SOLIDARITY  
AND FAIR PLAY

FIFA is evolving, launching more and more initiatives to develop football  

all over the world, leaving no stone unturned in our work to help bring 

projects to life, to support our member associations, and to come up with 

ever more ideas for the game and all of those who hold it so dear. 

The passion that we all share for the game represents an incredible  

opportunity for us to move forward together, regardless of any differences 

we may have. It is a chance that we at FIFA are determined to seize by 

encouraging and supporting initiatives that shine a spotlight on those who 

far too often live on the margins of our societies. Football provides the solid 

base for a common culture that FIFA has to protect, share and strengthen, 

but we should never lose sight of the fact that this culture is that of a game 

built upon solidarity and fair play, both on and off the pitch.

Celebrating diversity, however, is not just about recognising and honouring 

brilliant initiatives, but also about words and actions. There is perhaps no 

better example of that than the upcoming FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup, 

which will get under way in Jordan on 30 September. An evolving FIFA is  

an organisation that promotes football in all of its forms all over the world. 

Apart from the competition itself, which we have no doubt will be spec -

tacular, the tournament represents an opportunity for Jordanians to get to 

know women’s football better, and for all of the delegations to discover 

another country and another culture.

Experiences such as these are why we all love this sport so much.
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From talisman to bystander  
A severe injury in the quarter-final 

ended Neymar’s participation  
in the tournament.

Object of desire  
32 teams, 64 matches, 
one World Cup trophy.

FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

“A WONDERFUL  
EXPERIENCE”
Passion, flamboyance and the beautiful game: the FIFA World Football  
Museum’s first temporary exhibition looks back at the history of Brazilian 
football and the 2014 World Cup.

The fourth star  
Captain Philipp Lahm  
and the German team 
celebrate winning the 
World Cup.
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Record world champions Brazil will be in the spotlight more than usual over the next  

six months with the opening on 21 September of the FIFA museum’s first temporary 

exhibition, which will be dedicated to the 2014 World Cup and the country’s illustrious 

footballing history. “Brazil 2014 Revisited” will bring to life the 20th edition of world 

football’s biggest tournament in a spectacular fashion with a dazzling array of unique 

artefacts, stories, images and videos.

The land of the Sugarloaf Mountain may not have invented football, but its people  

have certainly taken the game to their hearts. The World Cup held in Brazil two years 

ago featured outstanding players, passionate fans, vibrant venues and a host of  

surprises – a fitting tribute to the host country, which is of course the most successful 

football nation of all time. 

“When we defined our cycle of temporary exhibitions, for us it was obvious to start 

with FIFA’s state-of-the-art tournament – which is the World Cup. We wanted to  

create the greatest amount of passion. Naturally we decided on Brazil 2014. During  

the tournament, we collected many items,” says Creative Director David Ausseil.  

“I can’t wait to finally see the reactions of the visitors when they see the results. I am 

confident that the exhibition will evoke the emotions and the passion that we all  

experienced and enjoyed from the tournament two years ago.” 

A MEMENTO FROM A MAESTRO GUITARIST
The dedicated exhibition room by the main entrance, which covers an area of 250 square 

metres, will contain a stunning collection of artefacts donated by stars such as Philipp 

Lahm, Javier Mascherano, Marcelo and Miroslav Klose, who at the tournament became 

Three-time World Cup winner  
Brazilian legend Pelé.

Somersaulting for joy  
Germany’s Miroslav Klose  
is the World Cup record  

goalscorer with 16 goals.

Top marksman  
Colombian James Rodríguez  

netted six times at the tournament.
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the top scorer of all time at World Cup final competitions with 16 goals. Also on display 

will be the guitar used by Carlos Santana during the closing ceremony at the Maracanã.

Visitors will also be able to relive the most thrilling scenes from the 2014 World Cup  

by watching special video montages on multiple screens featuring such memorable 

moments as the awesome flying header by the Netherlands’ Robin van Persie against 

Spain, the stunning strike by Colombian James Rodríguez against Uruguay, the nerve- 

wracking penalty shoot-out between Brazil and Chile and the historic 7-1 semi-final 

trouncing of the hosts by Germany.

“The look and feel of this exhibition will give the visitors a real taste of the 2014 World 

Cup in Brazil. It is a unique mix of vintage and modern styles, great objects and  

spectacular video content,” says Exhibitions Manager Anastasia Karangelou.

IT STARTED WITH A SCOT 
Given Brazil’s legendary passion for football, it’s hardly a surprise that the 2014  

competition was such a success. The country’s love affair with the beautiful game has 

been going on for well over a century – since 1895 to be precise, when a Scottish 

expatriate organised the first official match there and thus wrote the opening chapter  

of a story that would entrance millions, taking in five World Cup titles and exceptional 

ball players of the likes of Pelé, Garrincha and Ronaldo along the way. Above all, 

though, it is a story of a playing style that brought a new artistry to the game.

“Brazil has an unbelievable football history and it has become synonymous with ball 

wizardry, dribbling and jogo bonito, the beautiful game,” says Eloi Silveira, the  

exhibition’s curator. “This temporary exhibition will be a wonderful experience for all 

fans, whether it be those who followed Pele, Rivellino and Zico or the generation who 

grew up watching Ronaldo, Ronaldinho and Neymar.”

F04

“The exhibition is a unique  
mix of vintage and modern  
styles, great objects and 
spectacular video content.”
Exhibitions Manager Anastasia Karangelou

Flying  
Dutchman  
Robin van Persie 
pulls off a diving 
header in the 
group match 
against Spain – 
and scores.

Box of tricks  
A street footballer in Brazil  
tries to emulate his idols.

SPECIAL EXHIBITION
“Brazil 2014 Revisited” is the first 

temporary exhibition to be held at  

the FIFA World Football Museum, 

which is located by the Zurich-Enge 

station and opened seven months ago. 

Ticket prices for the exhibition, which 

will run from 21 September 2016 to  

19 February 2017, are CHF 8 for adults 

and CHF 4 for children, or CHF 4  

and CHF 2 respectively if the ticket is 

combined with one for the permanent 

exhibition.
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WITH YOUR LOYALITY AND PRIDE,
EXCITEMENT AND PASSION ...

YOU ARE THE PULSE IN THE STANDS.

YOU ARE PLAYER 
NUMBER 12

JORDAN...  
OUR PLAYGROUND TM

September 30 - October 21, 2016



WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

CUP OF HOPE 
In Jordan, the start of the U-17 Women’s World Cup at the end of September is eagerly awaited. 
The tournament trophy went on tour in the run-up to the competition, including a visit to  
the Zaatari refugee camp.
By Annette Braun

staging a major women’s football tourna-

ment for the first time in the Middle East 

hopes to promote the long-term develop-

ment of women’s football in the region 

and inspire more girls to take up the sport.

And finally, the hope of all the refugees 

who for years have been living far away 

from their homes and struggling for their 

The silver trophy, which is crowned with a 

football overlaid with a world map, was 

polished to a high shine and stood glinting 

in the sun. The U-17 Women’s World Cup 

trophy tour signalled the start of the  

countdown to the competition in Jordan 

and the glittering prize on show symbol-

ised the overall sentiment surrounding this 

tournament: hope.

The hope of the 16 teams, who from  

30 September will be battling to win the 

competition and hold the trophy triumph-

antly aloft. The hope of the players,  

who want to perform their best at their 

first high-level international tournament 

and raise their professional profiles in the 

process. The hope of Jordan, which by 

For the children in the camp,  
whose daily life is one  
of hardship, it was a rare  
carefree moment of  
enjoyment and togetherness.

daily survival. There are over 600,000 

Syrian refugees in Jordan, half of whom 

are female. The girls living in Zaatari, the 

biggest refugee camp in the country,  

were thrilled to see the trophy when it 

arrived there on 21 August, accompanied 

by the competition’s mascot “Aseela”.

Aseela also brought with her balls,  

bags and sports equipment for the girls, 

and inspired them to have a kickabout  

and get to know each other. For the 

children in the camp, whose daily life is 

one of hardship, it was a rare carefree 

moment of enjoyment and togetherness.

Glimmer of hope The trophy tour comes to the Zaatari refugee camp in Jordan.
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

GOLDEN DREAMS
Janine van Wyk captained  
the South African national team 
at the Olympic Football  
Tournaments in Rio. At home, 
she is getting back to basics 
with a development programme 
for young players.
By Annette Braun

A glimpse of the future 
As well as being the captain 
of the South African national 
team, Janine van Wyk (left) is 
also the founder of JvW FC 
(junior team pictured above) 
and a school league.
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In 2013, JvW FC was founded in order  

to offer talented players a place to play 

football outside of school. Van Wyk  

herself, alongside national team players 

Nompumelelo Nyandeni, Amanda Dlamini, 

Linda Motlhalo and Mamello Makhabane 

play in the club’s first team. In 2015, they 

finished fourth in the country’s top league 

consisting of 18 teams.

Talent-spotting and youth development  

are important steps for achieving success 

down the line. Van Wyk was just six years 

old when she began playing football  

and discovered her love for the sport.  

But it was not all plain sailing for her. For 

example, it was not possible to play football 

at her school. That is something she has  

not forgotten and it influences her work 

today. “We wanted to provide girls with a 

structured and competitive league at school 

level, allowing aspiring players to take the 

sport more seriously, and then to move into 

club structures around the country,” says 

project leader Lauren Duncan about the 

goals of the JvW initiative. “We wanted to 

prove that South Africa has the talent and  

if it is nurtured in the right way, we can 

slowly produce future football stars.”

The success of the programme can be seen 

by the progress made in the last five years. 

The girls in Gauteng, the smallest but most 

economically prosperous of South Africa’s 

nine provinces, were in high spirits. They 

had gathered together to send positive 

thoughts to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where 

the South African national team were 

playing their opening match of the Women’s 

Olympic Football Tournament against 

Sweden. The South Africans put up a good 

fight against the Scandinavians, but finally 

succumbed to a narrow 1-0 defeat.  

The players looked happy after the final 

whistle, and 7,000 kilometres away the 

young talent of the next generation were 

also enamoured. They applauded their  

idols and couldn’t tear themselves away 

from the TV screen. 

All of those girls watching the match  

together that day shared the same dream – 

of one day themselves playing for their 

country at the Olympics. Thanks to the 

Banyana Banyana captain, Janine van Wyk, 

it doesn’t have to remain a pipe dream.  

The relationship between the established 

players and the youth players is close,  

and now the distance between Africa and 

South America suddenly doesn’t seem  

so great.

FOOTBALL FEVER IN 109 SCHOOLS
Van Wyk first set the “JvW Girls Football 

Development Programme” in motion in 

2012 with a school league. Back then,  

12 teams with 320 players in total took 

part. Now, 109 schools are part of the 

programme which is split into U-15 and 

U-17 age groups, and the schools also 

compete with each other in a mixed-age 

competition. The girls are inspired to  

develop their football skills and possibly 

even to follow a career in the sport. 

“We wanted to prove that 
South Africa has the talent 
and if it is nurtured in the right 
way, we can slowly produce 
future football stars.”
Lauren Duncan, project leader

Those who were named as the best players 

in the school league in 2012, 2013 and 

2014 are today all playing in the national 

youth team. The school league gave  

them the chance to awaken their passion 

for football and they are now well on their  

way to following in founder Van Wyk’s 

footsteps.

A FUTURE FULL OF PROSPECTS
For the girls gathered around the TV in 

Gauteng, the journey has just begun.  

Their eyes sparkled as they watched the 

game in Rio because they knew that they 

were part of a project that could lead to  

the highest level of football and that would 

have an enriching effect on their whole 

lives. “Women’s football can have an 

influence on girls. They have aspirations  

and goals to look forward to, and this will 

keep them from the negative factors that 

our society faces,” explains Duncan about 

the importance of promoting the sport. 

Banyana Banyana have played Sweden 

before, at the London 2012 Olympic 

Games. On that occasion, they were  

soundly beaten 4-1 by the Europeans.  

The result in Rio clearly shows the progress 

made by the South African team and  

serves as further motivation for the young 

women of Gauteng. The name Gauteng 

means “place of gold”, the province having 

been named for its many gold mines. 

Winning Olympic gold is not yet a serious 

proposition for the national team, but the 

future certainly looks golden for Banyana 

Banyana and for the girls in Gauteng who 

are the faces of the future.  
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Stretch those legs Les Bleus warming up in Peebles, Scotland ahead of the 1966 FIFA World Cup™ in England (7 July 1966). 

PHOTO ARCHIVE
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Juggler  
No ball around but that 
didn’t stop Larbi Ben Barek 
showing off his skills – by 
juggling a wastepaper bin!

HISTORY

Elegant, versatile and technically gifted, in the 
1930s Larbi Ben Barek paved the way for  
modern-day playmakers and he is rightly regarded 
as one of the first real stars of African football.
By Annette Braun

When football fans start reminiscing about 

the legends of the game, the players who 

have done the incredible and helped to 

make football what is today, they immedi-

ately start replaying images and scenes in 

their minds. All of a sudden, they are lost  

in their memories of breathtaking dribbles, 

cool finishes, stunning saves and hard-

fought battles for the ball. No two fans’ 

THE FATHER OF 
ALL PLAYMAKERS 

younger fans of the game, who can pick  

up a photo or watch video footage to help 

them feel that they were actually there  

in person. 

There is, however, precious little footage of 

Larbi Ben Barek, and even pictures of the 

man who was born in French Morocco are 

few and far between, mainly as he played in 

recollections are ever the same, with their 

personal memorable moments dating  

back to different times, focusing on their 

favourite teams or even tournaments that 

are unforgettable for different reasons. 

But it is these very moments that ensure 

that players are never forgotten and that 

they live on in our memories – even for the 
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Master of the pitch  
Larbi Ben Barek always had 
an overview of the game.

an era when there were only a few cameras 

in the stadium and when photographers did 

not capture every single movement on the 

pitch. The scant images that do exist of  

Ben Barek have also taken on yellowish tint, 

and they in no way do justice to all that  

this prototype playmaker achieved. 

Ben Barek was blessed with an understan d

ing of the game that covered the entire 

pitch, and he was known to embark on 

mazy dribbles that went on and on until his 

opponents lost their bearings. He also scored 

goals – eight on his debut for Olympique 

Marseille in 1938 alone, and he is rightly 

regarded as the man who paved the way for 

modernday playmakers. 

FULL SPEED AHEAD TO THE TOP
Ben Barek grew up in a town 300km from 

Casablanca and began his career with a 

local club. Later, while sporting the colours 

of Idéal Club Casablanca, he put in such an 

incredible performance against US Marocaine 

Casablanca that the opponents immediately 

snapped him up. After breaking into the  

US Marocaine first team, he was part of the 

team that won the 1937 North African 

Championship between the champions of 

French Algeria and the French protectorates 

of Morocco and Tunisia. He then led a 

Moroccan XI to victory over France with 

observers from Olympique Marseille watch

ing on in the stands, and it did not take 

long for them to recognise that Ben Barek 

was an extraordinary player, and one that 

they needed to sign.

After switching to Marseille, he scored 14 

goals in 32 appearances for before being 

forced to return home following the outbreak 

of World War II. He then won another North 

African Championship with US Marocaine 

before moving back to Europe in 1945 – this 

time to Stade Français in Paris – staying 

there for three years before moving on to 

Atlético Madrid, leading his new side to  

two league titles in the face of some stiff 

competition. His interpretation of the 

playmaker role certainly turned heads, and 

in 1953 Real Madrid snapped up a certain 

Alfredo di Stéfano, a player similar in style  

to Ben Barek, and changed their style of 

play to resemble that of Atlético. 

BIGGER THAN THE EIFFEL TOWER
Incredible success, but very few pictures 

to tell his story – such was the destiny  

of Larbi Ben Barek. In the absence of 

photographic evidence to document his 

talent, it is left to words to do the talking 

for him. In 1948, with Ben Barek on the 

verge of completing his transfer to Spain, 

one French journalist pleaded: “Sell the 

Eiffel Tower, but don’t sell Larbi Ben 

Barek”. And if that were not praise 

enough, then how about this from none 

other than Pelé, who once said: “If I am 

the king of football, then Larbi Ben Barek 

is the God of it”.

Had Ben Barek been given free rein to forge 

his career, then it would most certainly have 

taken a different path to the one he was 

forced to travel. World War II not only 

interrupted his career in France, but also his 

international career with L’Équipe Tricolore. 

His time with France can broadly be split 

into three phases: before the outbreak of 

war, when he won four caps, after the war 

during his time in Paris, and after his return 

to Morocco, where he would later call time 

on his career. 

Due to the colour of his skin, Ben Barek  

was sadly also subjected to racial abuse 

throughout his career, including during his 

debut for France in 1938 in fascist Italy, when 

he was mercilessly jeered by the crowd.  

He is said to have then sung La Marseillaise 

at the top of his voice, earning him even 

more admirers in the process. 

Ben Barek also made the odd appearance 

for North African XIs, but those matches are 

not part of official records as Morocco only 

gained independence from France in 1956 

before joining FIFA four years later.

FIFTEEN YEARS FOR FRANCE
In his last appearance for France, against 

West Germany shortly after the 1954 World 

Cup, he was substituted due to injury but 

took the blow in his stride, befitting of a 

man who was one of the very first stars of 

the African game. No player is yet to have a 

longer international career with Les Bleus 

either, as 15 years came and went between 

Ben Barek’s first and last appearances in  

the blue shirt. 

Ben Barek passed away in 1992, and world 

football’s governing body bestowed a 

posthumous Order of Merit upon him in 

1998 in recognition of his achievements in 

the game. We may not have many pictures 

or much footage at our fingertips, but we 

can safely say that Larbi Ben Barek is one of 

the true legends of the beautiful game.
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Why did you want to work for FIFA? 

From an early age, football has always been a part of 

my life. However, my talent for reporting on football 

was greater than anything I could do on the pitch. I 

was in charge of the communications department at 

FC Zurich until 2012, when one day I was approached 

by FIFA. After several interviews, I received an official 

job offer. For me, working for FIFA is a privilege and 

great honour. 

Which is your favourite football team of all time? 

There are three teams that have always featured 

prominently in my life: FC Zurich, Internazionale and 

Boca Juniors. For me, these three teams – each in 

their own way – embody pure footballing passion, 

which, whether in good or bad sporting times, I have 

never stopped living.

What has been the highlight of your time at FIFA 

to date? 

There have already been so many highlights. To name 

a couple: the annual FIFA Ballon d’Or awards, the 

referees’ preparation seminars and the U-17 World 

Cup 2015 in Chile, where I was stationed as a media 

officer in the city of Talca. The core of my work is and 

remains football and that means: experiencing 

wonderful emotions every day through what I do.

Why did you want to work for FIFA? 

When I was looking for a new challenge, FIFA offered 

an exciting and international working environment, 

which organises the world’s largest sporting event 

and other tournaments and which is incredibly 

complex and rewarding at the same time. Moreover,  

I was intrigued by the development programmes 

through which FIFA reaches out to all the countries in 

the world.

What exactly do you do at FIFA? 

I am the assistant to two chief officers. My job is to 

support them in their day-to-day business and 

administrative work, managing their daily schedules 

as well as organising and attending meetings with 

them. I have also had the opportunity to attend 

several events in order to support the Competitions 

team. These have always been great experiences.

Has your impression of FIFA changed since 

you’ve joined?

Absolutely! I think that only when you work for FIFA 

do you actually realise how much work, effort and 

passion the FIFA employees put into their work, 

which you cannot see from outside. The hard work of 

my colleagues and the team spirit inside FIFA makes 

me very happy and proud of being part of the team.

What has been the highlight of your time at FIFA 

to date? 

Being part of the delegations behind some of FIFA’s 

competitions is unforgettable, particularly the 2014 

FIFA World Cup Brazil™, since it was so intense  

and full of anecdotes. However, at moments, being 

part of the activities of the FIFA Judicial Bodies  

has been incredibly rewarding. No matter how 

challenging it has been, many of those concluded 

cases have positively marked the future of football, 

the organisation and ultimately have rendered us 

more conscious of the high expectations placed on 

football stakeholders. 

Has your impression of FIFA changed since 

you’ve joined?

Indeed, since FIFA has changed considerably in the 

last 5 years. There is an increased sense of ownership 

by the staff, higher recognition of the importance of 

transparency and accountability and clear awareness 

that the actions of football officials impact on FIFA’s 

image worldwide. Changes of this kind do not occur 

immediately and there is still room for improvement 

but I believe we are in a better place than when I 

joined, and I hope it will keep evolving.

Which footballer would you like to meet  

and why? 

Sir Alex Ferguson. Otherwise Roy Keane, just go and 

watch that 1999 UCL semi-final, Juventus - Man. Utd.

FACES OF FIFA

Name: Giovanni Marti Job title: Media Relations 
Manager Age: 44 Nationality: Switzerland  
Date joined FIFA: 2012

Name: Astrid Lehmann Job title: Personal Assistant to 
the Chief Competitions & Events Officer and the Chief 
Technical Development Officer Age: 35 Nationality: 
Germany Date joined FIFA: 2014

Name: José Rodriguez Job title: Head of Ethics & 
Governance Age: 32 Nationality: Venezuela  
Date joined FIFA: 2011
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STATISTICS

FIFA U-17 WOMEN’S 
WORLD CUP

SINCE 2008, 
THIS YOUTH TOURNAMENT 

HAS BEEN HELD EVERY  
TWO YEARS WITH  
16 TEAMS  

TAKING PART

THE U-17 WOMEN’S 
WORLD CUP 2016  

WILL BE THE FIRST FIFA  
TOURNAMENT TO BE PLAYED  

IN JORDAN (AMMAN,  
IRBID AND ZARQA)
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THE RECORD  
FOR THE MOST GOALS 

IN A SINGLE GAME WAS 
SET BY GAMBIA AND 

FRANCE (2-10)  
IN 2012

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
2010 HOLDS  

THE RECORD FOR THE MOST 
GOALS SCORED:  

125 AT AN AVERAGE  
OF 3.9 PER GAME THERE HAVE BEEN  

FOUR PREVIOUS EDITIONS, 
EACH WON BY  

A DIFFERENT TEAM:  
KOREA DPR (2008),  

KOREA REPUBLIC (2010),  
FRANCE (2012) AND  

JAPAN (2014)
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Last updated:
11 August 2016

1 Argentina 0 1585

2 Belgium 0 1401

3 Colombia 0 1331

4 Germany 0 1319

5 Chile 0 1316

6 Portugal 0 1266

7 France 0 1189

8 Spain 0 1165

9 Brazil 0 1156

10 Italy 0 1155

11 Wales 0 1137

12 Uruguay 0 1130

13 England 0 1107

14 Mexico 0 1042

15 Croatia 0 1022

16 Poland 0 1011

17 Ecuador 0 1002

18 Switzerland 0 957

19 Turkey 0 915

19 Hungary 0 915

21 Costa Rica 6 883

22 Austria -1 875

23 Iceland -1 871

24 Slovakia -1 867

25 Romania -1 856

26 Netherlands 0 848

26 USA -1 848

28 Northern Ireland 0 822

29 Bosnia and Herzegovina 0 813

30 Ukraine 0 801

31 Republic of Ireland 0 800

32 Algeria 0 781

33 Peru 1 777

34 Czech Republic -1 768

35 Ghana 1 749

36 Côte d'Ivoire -1 748

37 Albania 0 739

38 Russia 0 728

39 Iran 0 674

40 Sweden 0 656

41 Senegal 0 654

42 Paraguay 0 636

43 Egypt 0 632

44 Denmark 0 630

45 Tunisia 0 627

46 Venezuela 0 621

47 Serbia 0 612

48 Korea Republic 0 609

49 Japan 8 595

50 Norway -1 588

51 Scotland -1 584

52 Greece 0 579

53 Morocco 1 574

54 Cameroon -1 571

55 Uzbekistan 1 560

56 Congo DR 3 554

57 Australia 2 549

58 Cape Verde Islands 4 545

59 Slovenia 5 542

59 Mali 2 542

61 Saudi Arabia 4 540

61 Finland 4 540

63 Congo 7 533

64 South Africa 3 529

65 Uganda 4 525

66 Guinea -3 521

67 Nigeria 3 513

68 Trinidad and Tobago -10 511

69 Panama -18 508

70 Belarus 2 507

71 Jamaica -16 492

72 Benin -4 489

73 Burkina Faso 0 486

74 United Arab Emirates 0 484

75 Guinea-Bissau 0 474

76 Israel 0 471

77 Bulgaria 0 446

78 China PR 3 445

79 Jordan -1 437

80 Qatar -1 425

81 St Kitts and Nevis -1 423

82 Guatemala 8 394

83 Antigua and Barbuda 0 393

84 Honduras -2 390

85 Equatorial Guinea -1 389

86 Cyprus -1 387

87 Central African Republic -1 386

88 Sierra Leone 2 381

88 Kenya -2 381

90 Botswana -1 378

91 Zambia -3 376

92 Liberia 0 370

93 Libya 0 366

93 New Zealand 0 366

95 Montenegro 0 365

96 Gabon 2 359

96 Kazakhstan 1 359

98 Mozambique -2 357

99 Korea DPR 18 354

100 Canada 0 350

101 Haiti -1 349

102 Armenia 0 348

103 Swaziland 0 344

104 Mauritania 15 343

105 Syria -1 341

105 Kyrgyzstan -1 341

107 Nicaragua -1 340

107 Oman -1 340

109 Togo -1 339

110 Zimbabwe 2 338

110 Bolivia -1 338

110 Latvia -1 338

113 Iraq -14 337

114 Puerto Rico -2 332

115 Chad -1 326

115 Palestine -1 326

117 Estonia -1 323

118 Georgia 0 318

119 Turkmenistan 1 312

120 Thailand 1 305

121 Rwanda -10 303

121 Namibia 3 303

123 Burundi 2 297

124 Tanzania -1 295

125 Lithuania 2 293

126 Bahrain 2 289

127 Malawi 6 286

128 Guyana 1 280

129 Madagascar 2 273

130 Ethiopia 2 270

131 Curaçao 3 261

132 Angola 5 259

133 Niger -3 257

134 Philippines 1 256

135 Faroe Islands 1 254

136 Azerbaijan 1 253

137 El Salvador -12 244

138 Dominican Republic 1 243

138 FYR Macedonia 1 243

138 Vietnam 1 243

141 Sudan 1 231

142 Mauritius 0 225

143 Kuwait 1 223

144 Tajikistan 1 222

145 Luxembourg 1 219

146 Lesotho 5 214

147 Hong Kong 1 213

148 Aruba -1 209

149 Lebanon 0 208

150 Afghanistan 0 206

151 Cuba -30 205

152 India 0 200

153 South Sudan 0 197

153 São Tomé e Príncipe 0 197

155 Comoros 0 191

156 Barbados 0 182

156 St Vincent and the Grenadines 0 182

158 Grenada 1 171

159 Myanmar 1 167

159 Singapore -1 167

161 New Caledonia 0 162

162 Yemen 0 160

 Rank Team + / – Points

163 Gambia 0 154

164 Papua New Guinea 0 152

165 Moldova 1 151

166 Belize -2 150

167 Malaysia 0 148

168 Suriname 2 131

169 Guam 3 129

170 American Samoa -2 128

170 Cook Islands -2 128

172 St Lucia -1 121

173 Dominica 0 117

174 Maldives 0 115

175 Tahiti 0 114

176 Malta 0 109

177 Laos 0 107

178 Samoa 0 106

179 Vanuatu 0 103

180 Cambodia 0 100

181 Solomon Islands 0 92

182 Liechtenstein 0 89

183 Seychelles 2 85

183 Chinese Taipei 0 85

183 Bangladesh 0 85

186 Timor-Leste -1 84

187 Fiji 0 82

188 Bermuda 0 77

188 Nepal 0 77

190 Kosovo 0 66

191 Indonesia 0 65

192 Bhutan 0 64

193 Sri Lanka 0 58

194 Pakistan 0 54

195 US Virgin Islands 1 44

195 Montserrat 1 44

195 Macau 0 44

198 Brunei Darussalam 0 33

199 Cayman Islands 0 21

200 San Marino 0 20

200 Turks and Caicos Islands 0 20

202 Mongolia 0 13

203 Andorra 0 12

204 British Virgin Islands 0 11

205 Anguilla 0 0

205 Bahamas 0 0

205 Djibouti 0 0

205 Eritrea 0 0

205 Somalia 0 0

205 Tonga 0 0

 Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points
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LEADER
ARGENTINA

MOVES INTO TOP TEN
NONE

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NONE

MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
2

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
CAMBODIA, IRAQ, SINGAPORE, UZBEKISTAN  
(1 match each)

BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
COSTA RICA (up 43 points)

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
KOREA DPR (up 18 ranks)

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
CUBA (down 100 points)

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
CUBA (down 30 ranks)

KAZAKHSTAN WARM 
UP FOR TRICKY 
MATCHES AHEAD
It should have been a celebratory evening 

for the Chinese. The national team from 

Kazakhstan were in the Chinese city of 

Dalian for a friendly match, and the home 

fans welcomed their western neighbours 

with warm applause. What could possibly 

go wrong? The two teams had only played 

each other twice before – in 1997 and 

2007 – and in both encounters, China had 

the home advantage and accordingly won 

both matches easily.

But in June this year, the tables were 

turned. China failed to capitalise on their 

chances and were caught off guard in the 

67th minute when Kazakh sub Azat  

Nurgaliev scored by heading the ball in from 

ten metres. It turned out to be the winning 

goal. Confirmation perhaps that this young 

but large country (ninth biggest in the 

1-0 victory  
Azat Nurgaliev 
following his goal 
against China.

world by area) is on the right track when  

it comes to football. Kazakhstan have had 

an unbeaten run since October 2015.

However, the effect of their good results 

on their ranking position is paying off 

somewhat late, thanks to few international 

matches being played in August. In this 

month’s ranking, Kazakhstan have jumped 

up one place to 96th – the best position yet 

for the national team, which represents a 

country of 17 million inhabitants.  

Kazakhstan will need plenty of self-belief 

when they look ahead to their difficult 

World Cup qualifiers: their group includes 

Poland, Romania and Denmark.

Alan Schweingruber
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WHAT IS FUTSAL?
This five-a-side variant of football is played on a pitch measuring 

38-42m x 20-25m (international standards). A match consists of 

two 20-minute halves, with unlimited rolling substitutions allowed. 

The clock is stopped for interruptions, while set pieces must be 

taken within four seconds. The Futsal World Cup takes place every 

four years, with the first edition held in the Netherlands in 1989. 

Brazil have won the title five times and Spain twice.

DANCING WITH THE BALL

Five World Cup appearances testify to a long and successful 

career – especially when the tournament only takes place every 

four years. Global swimming events take place every two years, 

and biathlons every 12 months. The FIFA Futsal World Cup, 

however, like that of its big brother football, is strictly a  

quadrennial affair. 

Alessandro Rosa Vieira, better known as Falcão, is the face of  

the sport, someone who is synonymous with elegance and 

consistency. This exceptional athlete will be participating in the 

FIFA Futsal World Cup for the fifth and final time this year in 

Colombia, striving to ensure that Brazil secure their third trophy. 

When the tournament gets underway on 10 September in  

Bucaramanga, Cali and Medellín, there will be one team that  

the Seleção will fear the most: Spain. The two rivals have  

dominated the sport down the years, producing some thrilling 

matches along the way. Brazil were triumphant in 1989, 1992, 

1996, 2008 and 2012, while Spain prevailed at the 2000 and 

2004 editions of the tournament. Falcão, whose array of tricks 

regularly draws gasps of awe from spectators, seems to tower 

above the rest. His compatriot Ronaldinho once described him  

as his role model, and Robinho referred to him as his teacher. 

EMERGING FROM THE SHADOWS
Thanks to the likes of Falcão, futsal, which originated in South 

America during the 1950s, is finally emerging from football’s 

shadow. Far from being just an introduction to football or simply  

an indoor version of the beautiful game, futsal has developed  

its own mystique. The pitch being smaller than that of 11-a-side, 

the play is quicker, and mistakes are punished immediately.  

The game is technically demanding, and excellent ball control is  

a must – almost better technique is required than in football,  

in fact.

At the same time, there are still professionals and amateurs taking 

part, which means that the atmosphere is akin to one of a  

At the FIFA Futsal World Cup in Colombia, which kicks off on 10 September 2016, all eyes 
will be on a Brazilian who will be appearing at the tournament for the fifth and final time: 
multiple player-of-the-year winner Falcão.
By Annette Braun

domestic cup competition. There will be encounters between 

minnows and giants right from the start, duels that would  

appear to be a foregone conclusion on paper. The reality may  

be different, however.

Top-level futsal can be really exciting, as demonstrated by the 

2012 World Cup final in Thailand between Brazil and Spain,  

which the Seleção won 3-2 thanks to a goal by Neto in extra 

time. Each edition of the competition is hosted by a new country, 

which this year will be Colombia, whose team made their first 

appearance in 2012 and finished a very creditable fourth. 

The whole country seems to be in the grip of futsal fever, and 

spectators enjoyed an exciting match in Medellín in May between 

the national side and a team of legends, who triumphed 3-2.  

Of course, one player stood out in particular: Falcão, who took 

the occasion in his stride and whose name once again figured  

on the scoresheet.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF... 

Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a FIFA employee 
in their daily work.

THE HEAD OF EDUCATION AND TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT

To describe just one working day in the life 

of Jürg Nepfer would be like ordering a 

three-course menu in a restaurant and 

leaving after the starter. That’s why we 

decided to extend our “day in the life of”  

to the first 48 hours of Jürg’s week-long 

trip to Africa. We begin in Zurich on  

Saturday evening. Jürg is about to set off 

for Malawi, 7,200km from Switzerland.

It’s 21.00, there’s still a bit of time before 

departure. Jürg quickly looks through his 

documents again, checks he has everything, 

and makes a few notes. He is heading  

to Malawi to launch a pilot course for 

an im portant new FIFA project aimed at 

technical directors. Since 2009, all member 

associations have been obliged to appoint  

a technical director if they want to benefit 

from FIFA development projects. The 

technical director’s role is specifically to 

further develop football in their own  

country.

Jürg’s flight to South Africa is quiet.  

There’s a bit of turbulence now and again, 

but FIFA’s longest-serving employee is  

used to that. The 57-year-old Swiss has 

been working for world football’s governing 

body since 1979, and travels abroad 12 to 

15 times a year.

After catching a connecting flight in Johan-

nesburg, Jürg arrives in Blantyre in the early 

afternoon. He is feeling excited and nervous 

in equal measure – he loves the warm- 

hearted mentality of the local people but 

he knows that running a pilot project can 

be particularly challenging. When he arrives 

at his hotel 20 hours after leaving home,  

he showers and gets ready for his meeting 

with the team and the Malawian FA.  

The meeting focuses on the course content, 

the schedule and the distribution of tasks.

Jürg Nepfer FIFA’s longest-serving employee at the launch of a pilot project in Malawi.

Representatives of the Malawian government 

are also invited to the opening ceremony 

the following day, meaning Jürg’s diplomatic 

skills will be needed. That evening he goes 

through the guest list again and does some 

internet searches to help him learn and 

remember people’s names and roles.

Early on Monday morning, a car is waiting 

for Jürg in front of the hotel. Here in  

Blantyre it is important to allow plenty of 

time to get anywhere, as even rain can 

cause the streets to become gridlocked. 

Jürg and his team arrive in good time at the 

technical centre and get to work checking 

the installations and familiarising them-

selves with the podium. Then the guests 

start arriving and soon the event is under 

way, starting with opening addresses by 

Grace Obama Chiumia, Malawi’s Minister 

for Sport and Culture, and by the President 

of the Malawian Football Association, 

Walter Nyamilandu. Next it is Jürg’s turn  

to speak, using his welcome message to 

thank the Malawian government for their 

support for football in the country, and 

then giving a brief introduction to the 

course programme and its aims. The audi-

ence applauds. Jürg breathes a sigh of 

relief, sits down, and reflects on the first 

few hours of the day. There’s only one 

conclusion to be reached: the launch of the 

new project has been a success for him and 

his team. He doesn’t yet want to think 

about his return flight to Zurich – the next 

five days in Malawi promise to be far too 

exciting and interesting for that. Even after 

37 years at FIFA.

F04
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CELEBRATION

FLAXEN- 
HAIRED  
ROMANIANS
When TV and radio reporters travel to a big foot

ball tournament, they put in hours of preparation. 

Before going, they watch countless videos in order 

to be able to recognise the players and learn the 

shirt numbers and names off by heart. Once they 

are in position in the stadium, they make sure  

to have a glass of water ready in case of a dry 

throat – just another part of the preparations.  

One last test of the microphones before kickoff –  

“onetwo, onetwo” – and they are ready to go.

You can plan for everything – blackouts, torren

tial rain and more – but some things can still catch 

you out. Like in 1998. Ahead of the World Cup, 

the Romanian players made an unusual pact with 

each other that they would all dye their hair if they 

won their first two group matches. Not only did 

they win their first group game against Colombia, 

but they also beat England in their second.  

And so true to their word, captain Gheorghe Hagi 

and his teammates appeared at their third match 

against Tunisia sporting identical blond mops. 

The fans in the stadium and at home of course 

thought it was a great joke, but for the journalists 

on duty in Paris trying to make out the Romanian 

players from high up in the media tribune of  

the Stade de France it was the stuff of nightmares. 

Admittedly, baldheaded Bogdan Stelea stood  

out, but that didn’t help the international sports 

reporters much – he was in goal.

The photo is from the match between Romania 

and Tunisia (11) on 26 June 1998. It shows four 

Romanian players celebrating with goalscorer 

Viorel Moldovan. Normally in a picture caption 

one might identify the goalscorer by his hair 

colour, but here we’ll have to specify: Moldovan  

is wearing the number 9 shirt.

Alan Schweingruber
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SAY NO
 TO RACISM

Football breaks down barriers.
Football builds bridges. It has a unique power to inspire friendship, respect and equality. FIFA’s "Say No to Racism"
campaign is part of our commitment to tackle all forms of discrimination in football. Everyone should have the right 
to play and enjoy football without fear of discrimination. Say no to racism.

To find out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com



FOOTBALL
FOR HOPE

Football for Hope is our global commitment to building a better future through football. To date, we have 
supported over 550 socially responsible community projects that use football as a tool for social development, 
improving the lives and prospects of young people and their surrounding communities.

To find out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com


