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EDITORIAL

SIGHTS SET ON 
THE WORLD CUP
The ultimate aim of every FIFA member association is for its national team 

to take part in the World Cup. While the European teams have just set  

off on the road to Russia 2018, in South America they are already a third 

of the way through their World Cup qualifiers. 

As the hosts in 2014, Brazil didn’t need to qualify, but this time they have 

to take their chances with the rest of the continent. Argentina hope to 

come good in 2018 and consign their defeat in the 2014 final to history, 

while Chile want to cement their position as continental champions. 

In Europe, 54 teams are jostling for 13 of the 32 World Cup berths.  

On 6 October, four-time world champions Italy play 2010 victors Spain  

in a battle of the titans. 

Current world champions Germany, meanwhile, meet EURO 2016’s 

surprise package Northern Ireland a few days later. What is the secret 

behind the success of the Northern Irish minnows? Alan Schweingruber 

travelled to Belfast to find out. Read his report from page 8.

Perikles Monioudis
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

The day after the 

summer holidays ended in 

Russia, football stars and volunteers 

appeared before schoolchildren and 

students in the 11 host cities of the 2018 FIFA 

World Cup™ to tell of their experiences and 

great anticipation of the tournament. “We 

absolutely cannot wait for the World Cup. It’s 

going to be a huge celebration,” said Loko-

motiv Moscow’s Alan Kasaev, taking part in 

the “Day of Knowledge” and himself 

hopeful of securing a place in the 

Russian squad for the 2018 

World Cup.

On 19 August, 

the second edition of FIFA’s 

Beach Soccer Coaching Manual was 

published, offering an insight into all the 

latest technical and tactical aspects of the 

game and considering the trends and develop-

ments that were observed at the FIFA Beach 

Soccer World Cup in Portugal. “The manual is an 

ideal aid for people starting out, but also for 

experienced beach soccer coaches,” said 

Angelo Schirinzi, who took Switzerland to 

four Beach Soccer World Cups and was 

heavily involved in the drafting 

of the technical guide.

During a friendly 

match between Italy and 

France in Bari on 1 September, 

FIFA made its first successful, albeit 

low-key, live experiment using video 

assistant referees (VARs). “We need to 

and we want to help and protect the 

referees,” said FIFA President Gianni 

Infantino, who made a positive 

assessment of the first foray 

with the new technology.

Representatives 

from 14 West African countries 

took part in a two-day licensing semi-

nar for member associations at the CAF 

Centre of Excellence in Cameroon at the begin-

ning of September. The FIFA Club Licensing Pro-

gramme helps associations boost their levels of 

professionalism in key areas such as infrastructure, 

administration, finance and technology. “As a former 

professional player in different countries, I’ve seen 

exactly what goes into making a club successful 

and how African football will benefit from 

the initiatives taken,” said former Sene-

gal international Khalilou Fadiga 

at the opening session.
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Last updated:
15 September 2016

1 Argentina 0 1646

2 Belgium 0 1369

3 Germany 1 1347

4 Colombia -1 1323

4 Brazil 5 1323

6 Chile -1 1284

7 Portugal -1 1228

8 France -1 1188

9 Uruguay 3 1173

10 Wales 1 1161

11 Spain -3 1141

12 England 1 1130

13 Italy -3 1124

14 Croatia 1 1059

15 Mexico -1 1057

16 Switzerland 2 1020

17 Poland -1 984

18 Costa Rica 3 943

19 Ecuador -2 917

20 Hungary -1 913

21 Turkey -2 885

22 USA 4 874

23 Bosnia and Herzegovina 6 863

24 Netherlands 2 861

25 Peru 8 841

26 Austria -4 839

27 Iceland -4 829

28 Slovakia -4 820

29 Ukraine 1 799

30 Northern Ireland -2 798

31 Republic of Ireland 0 774

32 Romania -7 773

33 Czech Republic 1 762

34 Côte d'Ivoire 2 752

35 Algeria -3 749

36 Paraguay 6 720

37 Iran 2 712

38 Russia 0 685

39 Senegal 2 684

40 Albania -3 678

41 Sweden -1 677

42 Tunisia 3 662

43 Ghana -8 658

44 Scotland 7 652

45 Australia 12 643

46 Denmark -2 637

47 Korea Republic 1 634

48 Greece 4 622

49 Uzbekistan 6 621

50 Serbia -3 602

51 Congo DR 5 589

52 Saudi Arabia 9 588

53 Egypt -10 587

54 Congo 9 585

55 Mali 4 580

56 Japan -7 574

57 Belarus 13 573

58 Morocco -5 570

59 Cameroon -5 565

60 Venezuela -14 562

61 Guinea 5 549

62 South Africa 2 539

62 Panama 7 539

64 Nigeria 3 534

65 Uganda 0 509

66 United Arab Emirates 8 504

67 Slovenia -8 502

67 Burkina Faso 6 502

69 Trinidad and Tobago -1 490

70 Norway -20 487

71 Benin 1 483

72 Cape Verde Islands -14 475

73 Guinea-Bissau 2 474

74 Bulgaria 3 470

75 Bolivia 35 468

76 Libya 17 466

77 St Kitts and Nevis 4 457

78 China PR 0 445

79 Guatemala 3 443

80 Jamaica -9 430

81 Equatorial Guinea 4 424

82 Honduras 2 421

83 Kazakhstan 13 411

84 Finland -23 409

85 Qatar -5 389

86 Jordan -7 387

87 Cyprus -1 384

88 New Zealand 5 382

89 Antigua and Barbuda -6 381

89 Mozambique 9 381

91 Kenya -3 378

92 Zambia -1 377

93 Haiti 8 372

93 Sierra Leone -5 372

95 Latvia 15 357

96 Mauritania 8 349

97 Botswana -7 348

98 Israel -22 346

99 Malawi 28 342

100 Togo 9 334

100 Swaziland 3 334

102 Nicaragua 5 330

103 Liberia -11 329

103 Canada -3 329

105 Chad 10 326

105 Montenegro -10 326

107 Rwanda 14 325

108 Gabon -12 324

108 Kyrgyzstan -3 324

110 Oman -3 323

111 Faroe Islands 24 319

112 Armenia -10 317

113 Zimbabwe -3 316

114 Dominican Republic 24 315

114 Syria -9 315

116 Turkmenistan 3 312

117 Lithuania 8 311

118 Palestine -3 302

118 Korea DPR -19 302

118 Guyana 10 302

121 Namibia 0 301

122 Central African Republic -35 299

122 Niger 11 299

122 Curaçao 9 299

125 Philippines 9 297

126 Ethiopia 4 284

126 Bahrain 0 284

128 Iraq -15 279

129 Burundi -6 278

130 Estonia -13 274

131 Madagascar -2 269

132 Tanzania -8 264

133 Azerbaijan 3 252

134 Angola -2 247

135 Sudan 6 246

135 Thailand -15 246

137 Georgia -19 240

138 Puerto Rico -24 234

139 Cuba 12 229

140 El Salvador -3 228

141 Vietnam -3 225

142 Hong Kong 5 221

143 Lebanon 6 218

144 Tajikistan 0 215

145 Luxembourg 0 213

146 FYR Macedonia -8 211

147 Yemen 15 210

148 India 4 205

149 Afghanistan 1 201

150 Lesotho -4 200

151 São Tomé e Príncipe 2 197

152 Comoros 3 191

153 Myanmar 6 184

153 Mauritius -11 184

155 Singapore 4 176

156 Grenada 2 172

157 Barbados -1 171

158 Malaysia 9 158

159 Kuwait -16 156

160 Aruba -12 155

161 Moldova 4 154

162 Papua New Guinea 2 152

 Rank Team + / – Points

162 New Caledonia -1 152

164 St Vincent and the Grenadines -8 148

165 Maldives 9 147

166 Belize 0 141

167 South Sudan -14 138

168 Kosovo 22 135

169 Gambia -6 129

170 Dominica 3 124

171 St Lucia 1 117

172 Tahiti 3 116

173 Cambodia 7 103

173 Vanuatu 6 103

175 Suriname -7 100

176 Malta 0 99

176 Laos 1 99

178 Chinese Taipei 5 97

179 Fiji 8 93

180 Guam -11 91

181 Indonesia 10 89

182 Liechtenstein 0 86

183 Timor-Leste 3 80

184 Bermuda 4 77

185 Bangladesh -2 75

186 Solomon Islands -5 74

186 Nepal 2 74

188 Seychelles -5 72

189 Bhutan 3 65

190 American Samoa -20 64

190 Cook Islands -20 64

190 Samoa -12 64

193 Sri Lanka 0 52

194 Pakistan 0 46

195 US Virgin Islands 0 44

195 Macau 0 44

197 Brunei Darussalam 1 33

198 Montserrat -3 30

199 Cayman Islands 0 21

200 Turks and Caicos Islands 0 20

201 San Marino -1 17

202 Mongolia 0 13

203 Andorra 0 11

203 British Virgin Islands 1 11

205 Anguilla 0 0

205 Bahamas 0 0

205 Djibouti 0 0

205 Eritrea 0 0

205 Gibraltar 0 0

205 Somalia 0 0

205 Tonga 0 0

 Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points

MEN’S WORLD RANKING
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LEADER
ARGENTINA (unchanged)

MOVES INTO TOP TEN
URUGUAY (9th, up 3), WALES (10th, up 1)

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
SPAIN (11th, down 3), ITALY (13th, down 3)

MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
126

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
QATAR (5 matches)

BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
BRAZIL (up 167 points)

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
BOLIVIA (up 35 ranks)

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
FINLAND (down 131 points)

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (down 35 ranks)

BRAZIL  
REDISCOVER 
THEIR MOJO

It’s not quite like old times, but Brazilian 

fans may well have a new spring in their 

step following the news that the Seleção 

are climbing ever closer to the summit of 

the world ranking, where their arch-rivals 

Argentina have been ensconced for 

months. The five-time world champions are 

now just over 300 points from the top, 

always assuming of course that they  

continue their winning ways. They currently 

lie in a very respectable fourth (jointly with 

Colombia) after a climb of five places.

Their sights are set higher, although it 

should be borne in mind that they are still 

recovering from being swept aside in the 

World Cup on home turf two years ago 

and, at one stage, were lying sixth in their 

qualification group for Russia 2018. Brazil 

now seem to be on their way back,  

with back-to-back victories over Ecuador 

and Colombia following the appointment 

of new coach Tite, a man who is relatively 

unknown outside South America. The 3-0 

win in Ecuador in particular – Tite’s first 

match in charge and Brazil’s first victory 

there since 1983 – showed the way forward.

A new broom New Brazilian coach Tite explains his ideas. 

Real name Adenor Leonardo Bacchi, Tite 

won the Brazilian league in 2011 with 

Corinthians and followed it up a year later 

with the Copa Libertadores and the FIFA 

Club World Cup. The 55-year-old has 

brought some much-needed calm and 

circumspection to the national team, and 

even turned down the chance to take 

charge of the U-23 side at the Olympics, 

preferring to focus solely on the senior side. 

He has certainly shaken things up, with 

Dani Alves now captain instead of Neymar, 

and Marcelo, Thiago Silva, Roberto Firmino, 

Oscar and Fernandinho all back in the team. 

The Seleção seem to have rediscovered 

their mojo: 19-year-old Gabriel Jesus scored 

with a sublime flick against Ecuador and 

added a second shortly afterwards with a 

curling shot from outside the box. And in 

the thin air of Quito no less, the world’s 

highest capital city at 2,850 metres.

Alan Schweingruber
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Windsor Park  
To make it out of the 
maze, you need to  
pass George Best first.

UNCHARTERED WATERS

NORTHERN IRELAND
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The 2018 World Cup qualifiers are under way, and among the smaller  
nations jostling for fame and glory are Northern Ireland. We visit Belfast,  
where the redeveloped national stadium has ushered in a new era.
By Alan Schweingruber (Text) and Adam Patterson (Photos), Belfast
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South-west Belfast The residential area around the redeveloped national stadium. 

NORTHERN IRELAND

national team reached the round of 16 in 

France, a sensational result for a side  

making its debut at the championships.  

It is not a memory that is likely to fade  

away quickly.

The achievement should at least serve to 

offset the world’s abiding memory of a 

recent period in the country’s short history, 

which was marked by bloody fighting on the 

streets between Catholics and Protestants, 

when Belfast was constantly in the news – 

for all the wrong reasons. The Troubles, as 

the conflict was known, are hardly a source 

of pride for those who lived through them, 

but they happened and are part of Northern 

Ireland’s history. That they lasted so long – 

three decades, from the late sixties to the 

late nineties – merely points to the depth of 

feeling held in the Province.

FULL HOUSE
When the conflict was finally over, the 

region experienced a burst of much-needed 

investment in substantial projects. Nowa-

days, open-deck buses packed with tourists 

parade through Belfast. That is some 

achievement, bearing in mind that tourism 

here was non-existent for decades  

(ironically, Belfast is considered to be very 

safe today). At some point, the government 

turned its attention to sport, including 

football, which led to the transformation  

The Troubles are hardly  
a source of pride but they 
happened and are part  
of Northern Ireland’s history.

Blue skies over Belfast, a mild breeze  

blowing through the city: it’s an unusually 

fine start to the day, even for summer,  

a season that can rarely be counted on in 

Northern Ireland’s capital. Sure enough,  

the clouds start to roll in towards the end of 

the morning, and the rain inexorably starts 

to fall. No one here complains, though:  

a hooded top will keep the wet stuff out,  

or better still, it’s a chance to meet up in a 

café and have a cuppa. People tend not  

to moan in these parts. 

There seems to be a particular spring in the 

step of the Northern Irish people right now 

though, following their team’s exploits at 

EURO 2016. In Europe and beyond, people 

have sat up and taken notice of this small 

nation that borders the Republic of Ireland 

yet is part of the United Kingdom. The 

10 /   FIFA 1904



Just like George Best Three boys juggle with the ball in the streets of Belfast.

of the national stadium at Donegall Avenue 

in Windsor Park into an impressive arena 

with a capacity of 18,614. 

It was officially opened on 8 October 2016 

on the occasion of Northern Ireland’s World 

Cup qualifier against San Marino. The 

qualifying campaign for Russia 2018 is 

hugely important for football in the region. 

Patrick Nelson, Chief Executive of the Irish 

FA, sits in his office on the second floor and 

gazes through the window at the inside of 

the stadium. He says: “We’re expecting a 

full house for all of the qualifiers. That has 

to be our goal after our fantastic showing 

at the Euros.”

“Fantastic” is a word that applies not only 

to Northern Ireland’s players at EURO 2016, 

but also to their fans who, along with 

supporters from the Republic of Ireland, 

received an award for their exemplary 

sportsmanship. A round-of-16 match 

against Wales, a packed stadium, medals 

for the fans – people in Belfast had to pinch 

themselves to make sure they weren’t 

dreaming. Now they’re wondering how  

this amazing story is going to pan out. 

THE O’NEILL PROJECT
The team has certainly made progress 

under coach Michael O’Neill, although  

the fans were critical of him at the start. 

Despite winning the League of Ireland title 

twice as a coach with Shamrock Rovers,  

his playing career had been nomadic, 

turning out for 13 clubs over 20 years. 

There were therefore misgivings about his 

appointment at the helm of the national 

team in 2011, doubts that were not entirely 

justified, according to Patrick Nelson: 

“People were sceptical because we’d set 

our sights so high.”

We meet new Irish FA President David 

Martin on the pitch at the new stadium, 

where the finishing touches are being 

applied. He wears the look of a man satis-

fied with his lot and raises his eyebrows  

at the mention of O’Neill. Martin has only 

been in the job for a couple of months,  

but he saw in France how meticulously  

and earnestly O’Neill goes about his work. 

“It was important to extend his contract 

before the tournament began.”

When the 63-year-old Martin met O’Neill, 

16 years his junior, at the Northern Ireland 

camp in Saint-Georges-de-Reneins, he 

probably had a few World Cup stories to 

11FIFA 1904   /



NORTHERN IRELAND

GIANTS TO SLUG IT  
OUT IN QUALIFIERS
The qualification phase for  
Russia 2018 has thrown  
up some juicy ties, including  
France v. Netherlands and  
Italy v. Spain.

No fewer than 54 European teams have 

set out on the road to qualification for 

the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™ as  

they bid to secure one of the 13 coveted 

UEFA slots for the tournament (with  

Russia qualifying automatically as hosts). 

That’s 11 places fewer than at this year’s 

EURO championship, which was won by 

Portugal, and so the matches in the nine 

groups will be correspondingly hard-

fought. Only the group winners and four 

other teams who emerge triumphant 

from the play-offs will travel to Russia. 

Two groups immediately catch the eye: 

Group A, with France and the Nether-

lands, and Group G, which contains Italy 

and Spain. However, France have not 

started their qualifying campaign with 

the confidence of a team that recently 

made it to a major championship final, 

managing only a goalless draw in Belarus, 

while the Oranje, who missed out on 

EURO 2016 and are thus under increasing 

pressure, likewise secured a solitary point 

from their encounter with Sweden in 

Stockholm (1-1). The spotlight is therefore 

now on Bulgaria, who lead the group 

thanks to a narrow 4-3 home win over a 

surprisingly spirited Luxembourg side. 

Those who are already licking their lips in 

anticipation of the big Group A show-

down between Les Bleus and the Nether-

lands when they meet for their return 

match in France on 31 August 2017 may 

be in for a surprise, then, as it would be 

unwise to take anything for granted at 

this stage. 

As for Group G, the opening matches 

were anything but unpredictable, with 

both favourites opening their account in 

convincing style. Spain top the table after 

their 8-0 rout of Liechtenstein, ahead of 

Italy, who prevailed 3-1 in Israel. The Furia 

Roja are now unbeaten in 54 World Cup 

qualifiers. The return match between 

2010 World Cup winners Spain and  

four-time world champions Italy in Spain 

on 2 September 2017 therefore promises 

to be a genuine showdown for the top 

spot in the group. 

Holders Germany – who, like the Oranje, 

have not lost a World Cup qualifier since 

1 September 2001 – got their campaign 

off to a comfortable start in Group C 

with a 3-0 win in Norway. Unlike the four 

teams mentioned above, the Germans 

are the only favourites in their group, but 

there is still a long way to go for Joachim 

Löw’s team – nine matches, in fact. 

mpeBack to their best?  
Spain, 2010 world champions and EURO winners in 1964, 2008 and 2012, celebrate a goal.
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tell, such as the time in Valencia in 1982, 

when as a fan he saw Northern Ireland beat 

hosts Spain 1-0. His message to O’Neill  

was doubtless along the lines of: “It’s high 

time we made it to another World Cup. 

Take us there.” 

Northern Ireland’s last appearance at a 

World Cup finals was 30 years ago. It won’t 

be easy to get to Russia: as well as San 

Marino and Azerbaijan, their group includes 

Germany, Norway and the Czech Republic. 

“It’s always difficult,” Martin concedes, 

“but we can do it. We certainly won’t be 

lacking in support.”

WHERE THE TITANIC WAS FORGED
In a street near Windsor Park, which stands 

in a residential area in south-west Belfast 

and is also home to record league title- 

winners Linfield FC, three boys juggle with 

a ball. You can hear the traffic noise from 

the nearby motorway and the sound of 

screeching seagulls over the rooftops.  

The harbour is not far away and if you close 

your eyes, you can picture the scene  

104 years ago, when the iconic Titanic was 

built in Belfast. 

Ten minutes up the motorway and you’re in 

the north of the city at Seaview, the ground 

of Crusaders FC. If you take the unofficial 

route through the sombre social club,  

past a long bar with a TV screen, you are 

immediately inside the stadium. Beer casks 

are stacked up in the corner. Everything is 

small, and it’s draughty. The stands behind 

the goals have just six rows of seats each, 

and the total capacity of the stadium is  

Crusading spirit  
Northern Ireland’s reigning champions 

train at their tiny ground. Twice a week is 
enough – with a match on Saturday. 
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National stadium  
Windsor Park has an 
18,000-plus capacity.

NORTHERN IRELAND

a little over 3,000. But Crusaders aren’t  

just any old club – they’re the reigning 

champions of Northern Ireland. 

It seems hard to believe, but the team trains 

just twice a week: 90 minutes on Tuesdays, 

and the same again on Thursdays. “And 

Saturday is matchday,” says Michael Long, 

who is in charge of the club’s communica-

tions and also helps out with various small 

tasks for the team. “We meet on the day  

of the match for tea and toast, discuss 

tactics and so on, and then we’re ready for 

action.” The transport logistics make it 

difficult to do otherwise: some players have 

a journey of up to two hours to get to the 

stadium, while midfielder Philip Lowry even 

lives and works in London, where he trains 

with a youth team and flies into Belfast just 

for the match.

WHEN MIGHTY MOUSE CAME TO TOWN
The contrast between the semi-professional 

NIFL Premiership and its glamorous counter-

part in England couldn’t be starker: players 

in the former earn a few hundred pounds a 

week and anyone who makes a name for 

him or herself there leaves the smaller 

island for the larger one. One could hardly 

accuse them of being pampered.  

“People love our league.  
You just need to look at  
the attendances, which have 
increased by 18 per cent in  
the last three years.”
Andrew Johnston, NIFL Managing Director
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Emblazoned in the Crusaders’ changing 

room is the exhortation “Keep the faith”, 

while the walls of the first floor are adorned 

with photos of the likes of Kevin “Mighty 

Mouse” Keegan, who played at Seaview 

with Liverpool in the seventies, and, of 

course, the biggest star yet produced by 

Northern Ireland, George Best, whose 

image is omnipresent in the pubs and 

schools of Belfast – and who even has an 

airport named after him.

“The English Premier League has always 

been very popular in Northern Ireland,” 

says NIFL Managing Director Andrew 

Johnston. Nevertheless, the local people 

also love their own league: “You just need 

to look at the great attendances, which 

have increased by 18 per cent in the last 

three years.”

People tend not to moan in these parts. 

When you talk to Johnston about the title 

race, he deploys a stock phrase that has a 

special resonance for one city in particular: 

“This season is going to be a titanic battle.”

FA President David Martin  
“We certainly won’t be lacking in support.”

Chief Executive Patrick Nelson  
“We’re expecting a full house for all of the qualifiers.”

For more about World Cup qualification in this issue, check 
out pages 24-27 and 30-33. All the latest results and tables 
can be found at http://www.fifa.com/worldcup/index.html. 

QUALITY TO SPARE AT THE TOP
They say there are no easy games any 

more, but that seems a little hard to  

believe when you notice the gulf  

between the big guns at the top and  

the minnows at the bottom of the FIFA/

Coca-Cola World Ranking. It does,  

however, contain more than a grain of 

truth when you consider that every  

nation has a chance to move up the  

ranking to a decent position or even  

higher and so boost football in their 

country. One of the so-called minnows  

is now mixing it with the giants of the 

game, as confirmed by the results of 

EURO 2016. Wales, spurred on by their 

talisman Gareth Bale, reached the  

semi-finals, while Iceland made it to  

the quarters. 

Both teams have opened their account  

in the qualifiers for Russia 2018 in differ-

ing style, with Wales, who have only one 

World Cup qualification under their belts 

(1958), thrashing Moldova 4-0 in Group 

D to head the table ahead of  

Austria, who are also on three points. 

Iceland, on the other hand, drew 1-1 

with Ukraine in Kiev in Group I. Talking 

of little guys, in the same group,  

Kosovo – like Gibraltar, newcomers to 

World Cup qualifiers – are joint top of 

the table after a 1-1 draw in Finland.  

It should be said, however, that all three 

matches in that group finished with the 

same scoreline and the six teams thus 

share the same position. 

But does Kosovo’s joint lead need to  

be put into perspective? Who knows 

how the standings will look at the end? 

After all, tiny Luxembourg put three  

past Bulgaria in their Group A match,  

although they eventually lost 4-3, and 

the Faroe Islands played with confidence 

to earn a 0-0 draw with Hungary, who 

reached the round of 16 at EURO 2016. 

For minnows, these teams are certainly 

giving us plenty of excitement. 

mpe
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Divine assistance welcome  
Cuban keeper Nelson Johnston (centre)  

with arms raised before the group match  
against Thailand at the FIFA Futsal World Cup  

in Colombia (13 September 2016). 
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“I like stress.  
Stress is something positive,  

it is all about how we handle it.  
We have to divide it.”

CHRISTOPH DAUM,  
HEAD COACH OF ROMANIA

“The mechanisms of regulations and  
compliance of sports have not been able to 
keep pace with the speed at which sport is 

growing and we are paying the price.”

RAJITA KULKARNI, PRESIDENT OF THE WORLD 
FORUM FOR ETHICS IN BUSINESS

“We need to educate our youth.  
Young people need role models in leadership 

to inspire them to love sports.”

WILFRIED LEMKE, SPECIAL ADVISER  
TO THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL  

ON SPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

ETHICS IN SPORT

ON THE ETHICAL  
POWER OF SPORT
As a major force for social  
integration, sport has an  
important role to play in society 
and across national borders. 
High-ranking representatives 
from the worlds of sport  
and ethics met at the Home  
of FIFA to discuss social  
responsibility, a longstanding 
obligation for sport. 
By Perikles Monioudis

Do athletes have to live up to their social 

responsibility more consciously than others 

and act as ethical role models? And how 

does this relate to the environment in which 

athletes, associations and clubs – the various 

stakeholders in the business of sport – oper-

ate? What social responsibility is incumbent 

upon these stakeholders who are working 

in such a highly competitive field? 

TOP-LEVEL PANELS
On 16 September, high-ranking representa-

tives from the fields of sport and ethics  

met at the Home of FIFA to discuss these 

issues. The Brussels-based foundation,  

The World Forum for Ethics in Business 

(WFEB), organised this 2nd World Summit on 

Ethics & Leadership in Sports (WSELS). 

At the summit, WADA Special Investigator 

Professor Richard McLaren, Special Adviser 

to the UN Secretary-General on Sport for 

Development and Peace for Sport Wilfried 

Lemke, Vice-President of the European 

Parliament Ryszard Czarnecki and 53 other 

high-ranking participants discussed the 
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“A win-at-all-cost attitude  
in sports is like the business model  

to maximise profits.”

PROF. RICHARD MCLAREN,  
WADA SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR,  

MEMBER OF COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT

“Living in the moment  
is success for me.  

Sport is about finding this and  
then you can do your best.”

TINA MAZE,  
WORLD CUP ALPINE SKI RACER

“Long-term stress really breaks down  
the system. There is a decrease in the number 

and activity of the immune cells.”

PROF. FAHRI SAATCIOGLU,  
PROFESSOR FOR MOLECULAR AND CELL BIOLOGY, 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOSCIENCES, OSLO UNIVERSITY

situation in the world of sport and possible 

ways to further improve it. All of this was 

fully in line with the foundation’s motto: to 

preserve the beauty of sport and effectively 

utilise it for the benefit of society.

The point is this: sport can serve to tackle 

social problems. In order to accomplish this, 

however, sport itself must first act in  

accordance with high ethical standards.  

This includes applying responsible business 

practices. Sport and business have to learn 

from each other and from their various 

opportunities and challenges, and must  

find a common path that takes account  

of ethical principles. There was consensus 

on this at the WSELS again this year. 

CRITICISM OF JUST MAXIMISING PROFITS
There was also a consensus at the summit 

that the commercialisation of sport threat-

ens to overshadow its intrinsic values.  

Prof. Richard McLaren summed it up as 

follows: “Sport at the elite level is no longer 

amateur but professional. It’s a business 

first, and sport second. A win-at-all-cost 

attitude in sports is like the business  

model to maximise profits.” Solutions that 

protect the purity and integrity of sport are 

therefore needed, he believes. 

There were 250 attendees from 35 coun-

tries at this year’s WSELS. In his opening 

address, FIFA President Gianni Infantino 

stressed that FIFA has to be an accessible 

organisation. He said that FIFA regarded it 

as indispensable “to foster and encourage 

these events, taking into consideration  

the social impact we create”.

ETHICS IN SPORTS AWARD
At the summit, the WFEB bestowed its 

awards for individuals, teams and organisa-

tions that have demonstrated the impor-

tance of human values and ethical conduct 

in sport and in life. On conferring the Ethics 

in Sports Awards, the WFEB’s founder,  

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, said, “In the face of 

corruption it is high time to wake up and 

take corrective measures. We should take 

life as sportive. Sports can play a major role 

in uniting the hearts and minds of people.” 

“In the face of corruption it is high time to  
wake up and take corrective measures.” 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
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“Sport at the elite level is no longer amateur but 
professional. It’s a business first, and sport second.” 
Prof. Richard McLaren

Solar Impulse was the winner in the Out-

standing Organisation category. The  

organisers believed that the record-break-

ing solo flight from Nagoya to Hawaii in  

five days and five nights showed what 

could be achieved with perseverance.  

Solar Impulse applied its message and 

motivation to achieve its common  

overarching goal, providing an exemplary 

demonstration of the various values of 

sportsmanship as it did so. 

The individual prize went to the German, 

Wilfried Lemke, for his outstanding  

contribution to breathing new life into  

the unifying power of sport for peace.  

His initiatives in launching projects in  

conflict zones have given fresh hope to  

the desperate and those disabled by war. 

The Ethics in Sports Awards Outstanding 

Teamwork prize went to the management 

of the Swiss club FC Basel, who exemplify 

management with values, thereby generat-

ing sustainable success. 

THE PRICE OF SUCCESS
If every area of performance optimisation  

in sport has been explored – if training 

methods have been so highly technolo-

gised, nutrition science has been perfected 

and the technical side of things has been 

revolutionised – is it perhaps the case that 

the only avenue left to improve is the 

mental element – including by adhering to 

ethical principles? 

What price, then, success? What impact 

does it have on mental strength, athletes 

conscious of their actions, society and  

the environment? This was explored by a 

top-class panel involving Tina Maze,  

Christoph Daum, Edgar Davids, Isha  

Johansen and the molecular biologist  

Prof. Fahri Saatcioglu. 

In the discussion, Johansen directed the 

focus of those present away from individual 

success towards communal, sustainable 

success. Only when you are mentally strong 

enough to look beyond yourself, she  

explained, can you inspire others to change 

things for the better. 

“Sports can play a major role in uniting  
the hearts and minds of people.”

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR,  
FOUNDER OF THE WORLD FORUM  

FOR ETHICS IN BUSINESS

“When you are committed not only  
for yourself but for the whole generation, 

then you can bring about change.”

ISHA JOHANSEN,  
PRESIDENT OF THE SIERRA LEONE FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION, OWNER/CEO OF FC JOHANSEN

“FIFA needs to become an open  
organisation, a new FIFA.  

We need to put ethics at the  
heart of what FIFA is doing.”

GIANNI INFANTINO,  
FIFA PRESIDENT
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SOCIAL MEDIA

FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
”Which team will be the big surprise in the European  

qualifiers for the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia, and why?”

“KAZAKHSTAN WON’T QUALIFY BUT THEY LOOK MUCH IMPROVED.  
THEIR CLUBS ARE DOING BETTER IN EUROPE EVERY SEASON TOO.”

Steven Oldham (England) on Facebook

”I EXPECT ICELAND TO QUALIFY, BUT IT WILL NOT BE A SURPRISE THIS TIME.  
IT WILL BE DESTINY.”

MJ Lee (USA) on Twitter

“SCOTLAND. THE WILL TO END A 20-YEAR DROUGHT WITHOUT QUALIFYING  
FOR THE FINALS AND A QUITE EVEN GROUP COULD HELP THEM GET  

AT LEAST A SPOT IN THE PLAY-OFFS.”
Vitor Rodolfo Becegato (Brazil) on Facebook

“WALES AS THEY WILL KEEP THEIR EURO MOMENTUM AND  
ARE IN GOOD FORM WITH SOME YOUNG PLAYERS AND GARETH BALE  

AND AARON RAMSEY REACHING THEIR PEAK.”
K K Karthik Krishnan (Malaysia) on Facebook

“ROMANIA SINCE THEY HAVE A GOOD MIX OF YOUNG AND OLD PLAYERS.”
Norbert Ratiu (USA) on Facebook
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Up and up  
Jordan’s Yousef Al-Rawashdeh and 
Australia’s Trent Sainsbury in action 
during the World Cup qualifier in 
Sydney on 29 March 2016. 

FIFA WORLD CUP™ QUALIFIERS
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THE 
HEAT  
IS ON

The 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™ qualifiers have only just begun in Europe, in stark 

contrast to the other five confederations where much of the action has already taken 

place. Three confederations – CAF, the AFC and the OFC – have already reached round 

3 of their preliminaries, whereas CONCACAF is already in round 5. CONMEBOL,  

meanwhile, has completed eight matchdays. While there is still a lot to play for, the 

picture is slowly but surely starting to take shape...

CONMEBOL: AS YOU WERE?
With nearly half of the South American qualifiers now complete, the table has taken  

on a rather familiar look with Uruguay, Brazil and Argentina currently occupying the  

top three spots in the CONMEBOL round-robin group of ten. After eight matches,  

the Uruguayans – world champions in 1930 and 1950 – have 16 points to their name, 

just one more than five-time champions Brazil and two-time champions Argentina.  

Four South American teams will qualify directly for Russia 2018, with the fifth-placed 

team going into a play-off against the winners of the Oceania zone. At the time  

of writing, Colombia were in fourth spot on 13 points, the same number of points  

as Ecuador, who were in the fifth spot that would see them take their place in the 

play-offs. If you are wondering what has happened to reigning South American  

The race to qualify for the World Cup is now under way in Europe,  
but the five other confederations went under starter’s orders quite a 
while ago. FIFA 1904 takes a look at the current state of play.
By Perikles Monioudis

Ambitious coach Anthony 
Hudson is aiming to  
take New Zealand  
to their third World Cup. 
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FIFA WORLD CUP™ QUALIFIERS

Heads up!  
Algeria’s Islam Slimani being held 
down in a challenge for a header 

against Tanzania (top left).  
Fiji’s Avinesh Suwamy and 

Vanuatu’s Raoul Coulon (top 
right), Honduras’ Alberth Elis and 

Mexico’s Diego Reyes (bottom 
left), and Argentina’s Ángel Di 

María and Uruguay’s Jorge Fucile 
(bottom right) in aerial duels. 
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WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 
– FACTS AND FIGURES
AFRICA, ROUND 3 

(Oct. 2016 – Nov. 2017),  

53 participating teams,  

5 slots for Russia 2018 

ASIA, ROUND 3 

(Aug. 2016 – Sep. 2017),  

45 participating teams,  

4.5 slots 

EUROPE, ROUND 1 

(Sep. 2016 – Oct. 2017),  

54 participating teams,  

14 slots 

NORTH, CENTRAL AMERICA AND  

THE CARIBBEAN, ROUND 5 

(Nov. 2016 – Oct. 2017),  

35 participating teams,  

3.5 slots 

OCEANIA, ROUND 3 

(Mar. 2017 – Oct. 2017),  

11 participating teams,  

0.5 slots 

SOUTH AMERICA, ROUND 1 

(Oct. 2015 – Oct. 2017),  

10 participating teams,  

4.5 slots 

F04

champions Chile, they are currently in seventh place on 11 points but just two points  

off fourth, so all is far from lost. If La Roja do make it to Russia, it would be their tenth 

World Cup appearance.

OFC: KIWIS ON THE CASE
But who will come out on top in the Oceanian race for the play-off place against the 

fifth-placed CONMEBOL side? New Zealand are certainly the clear favourites, and when 

round 3 of the qualifiers gets under way in early November, the Kiwis – currently 88th in 

the FIFA/Coca-Cola World Ranking – will take on Fiji and New Caledonia in Group B. 

The New Zealanders have not had it all their own way against the New Caledonians 

recently though, only winning 1-0 at home in June. There can be no doubting  

coach Anthony Hudson’s ultimate goal, however – to reach the intercontinental  

play-off, to see off the challenge of their South American rivals, and to secure New 

Zealand’s third-ever appearance at a World Cup finals (after previous qualifications in 

1982 and 2010).

AFC: JAPAN PLAYING CATCH-UP
Australia’s major rivals in their OFC days were undoubtedly New Zealand, but with their 

move to the AFC came new challengers in the shape of Japan and Korea Republic,  

two former World Cup hosts that certainly punch their weight in international football. 

The Socceroos have their sights set firmly on qualifying for their fifth World Cup,  

however, and they have certainly got off to a good start in round 3, leading Group B 

after two matchdays with Japan currently down in third place. It will be fascinating  

to see who will come out on top in the end. Like CONMEBOL, the AFC has 4.5 slots at 

the World Cup up for grabs.

CAF: ALL EYES ON GROUP B
There will be five African teams at Russia 2018. The crucial third round of CAF qualifiers 

starts on 7 October, with five groups of four teams doing battle for those precious 

tickets to Russia. Group B looks to be the hardest one to call, with three World Cup 

stalwarts – Algeria, Cameroon and Nigeria – up against each other. Nigeria, led by 

Franco-German coach Gernot Rohr (see our interview starting on page 30), are hoping 

to reach their sixth World Cup, while Algeria proved at the last World Cup that they are 

a force to be reckoned with.

CONCACAF: DOWN TO THE WIRE?
Round 5 of the qualifiers in North, Central America and the Caribbean will begin in 

November 2016 and will see six teams do battle for 3.5 slots at Russia 2018. With four 

teams who made it to Brazil 2014 – Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico and the USA – all  

in the mix together with Panama and Trinidad and Tobago, the race to qualify from 

CONCACAF will most likely go right down to the wire. Thirty-two teams will make up 

the field at Russia 2018, with only the hosts so far assured of their place. The other  

31 slots are currently up for grabs in the six confederations – and the only other thing 

that we already know for sure is that every team that makes it to Russia will be starting 

from scratch again in just over 18 months’ time.

Battle royal: World Cup 
stalwarts Algeria,  
Cameroon and Nigeria  
find themselves  
in the same group.
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PLACE Jakarta, Indonesia
DATE 4 August 2016
TIME 14.37
PHOTOGRAPHER Beawiharta

FIRST LOVE
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Old-timer in Cap Ferret  
Gernot Rohr in his 1952 Citroën  
in front of his hotel.

THE INTERVIEW
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Gernot Rohr shuts the bonnet of his 1952 

Citroën, climbs in and turns the key. The engine 

eventually kicks into life and the coach takes the 

venerable vehicle on a one-hour journey through 

the pine forest on the French Atlantic coast.

Gernot, this is your fourth coaching job in 
Africa. Is Nigeria your toughest challenge to 
date?
The country has a population of 190 million,  

so you can imagine the excitement when the 

national team plays. I don’t know if it’s my 

toughest challenge, but I do know it’s a massive 

one.

Do you feel that the nation is behind you?
It’s too early to talk about that: people need  

to get to know me better first, but I do feel that 

the FA is fully behind me. The rest will happen  

in due course. Our first World Cup qualifier will 

be in Zambia on 9 October, followed by my first 

big test at home to Algeria one month later.  

I’m excited about what’s to come.

Many people say you’re on a hiding to nothing 
in Nigeria, who have had ten coaches in the 
last six years.
The stakes are certainly high, but I have to say 

that this team has a lot of potential. Nigeria are 

“I’M PERFECT 
FOR AFRICA”
Hired to lead Nigeria out of the international wilderness, Franco-German 
coach Gernot Rohr has little time in which to achieve his objective:  
if he fails to negotiate the Super Eagles’ way through a tricky World Cup 
qualifying group, his services will be dispensed with on the spot.  
FIFA 1904 spoke to the 63-year-old.
By Alan Schweingruber (text) and Franck Ferville (photos) in Cap Ferret, France
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THE INTERVIEW

NAME Gernot Rohr
BORN 28 June 1953 in Mannheim
PLAYING CAREER Bayern Munich, Waldhof Mannheim, Kickers Offenbach, Bordeaux
COACHING CAREER US Créteil, OGC Nice, Young Boys Berne, Ajaccio AC, Étoile Sportive du Sahel,  
FC Nantes, Gabon, Niger, Burkina Faso, Nigeria 
MAJOR HONOURS As a player: German league champion (twice), French league champion  
(three times), German cup winner (once), French cup winner (twice), European Cup winner (once).  
As a coach: UEFA Cup finalist with Bordeaux

a cut above the teams I’ve coached in recent 

years. It’s a chance to live out the World Cup 

dream.

When does your contract expire?
In theory, at the end of 2018.

Why “in theory”?
If the team doesn’t make it to Russia, the FA can 

terminate my contract on the spot. I wouldn’t 

get any compensation.

Contracts like that aren’t usual, are they?
That was the agreement. It’s worth the risk,  

but I don’t want to think that far ahead. I believe 

we will qualify.

Will you move to Nigeria?
I’ll travel a lot and also have a place in the 

capital, Abuja, because I obviously need to 

watch matches and get a feel for the game 

there. I’ll still be based in France – I’ve got a 

seven-year-old daughter and four-year-old son, 

and we feel at home in Cap Ferret.

You and your wife run a small hotel here. How 
did that come about?
When I was coaching Bordeaux in 1996, we 

beat AC Milan in the quarter-finals of the UEFA 

Cup, for which the chairman doubled our 

bonuses. I used the money to buy the Hotel des 

Pins. The French “pins” means “pine trees”, and 

I planted three of them straight away in front of 

the building. It’s a former theatre with 17 rooms, 

and I used it as a training retreat once for a 

team that I managed.

Are you nostalgic?
[Laughs] What makes you say that? 

“If the team doesn’t make it  
to Russia, the FA can terminate 
my contract on the spot.  
That was the agreement.  
It’s worth the risk, though.”

32 /   FIFA 1904

Fr
an

ck
 F

er
vi

lle
 / V

U



You seem to have a calmness about you.  
Have you changed since you’ve been working 
in Africa?
I’ve always been calm and patient, so I’m 

perfect for Africa [laughs].

What are your impressions of Africans?
They’re spontaneous, natural, witty, playful. 

They’re so chilled, and that makes you feel good. 

But of course they have another side: punctuality 

is not their strong point. My challenge will be  

to find a diplomatic way that works. Tolerance 

and openness are important, and solidarity  

within the team will be crucial. It’s what has 

traditionally given Nigeria and the other African 

teams their strength.

Are you obsessed with details?
No. You have to use your strengths where 

they’re needed: you shouldn’t always sacrifice 

everything. When I first came to Nigeria, I spoke 

to the groundsman and tried to motivate him. 

We need to play on a good surface for our home 

games. They are not details, just things that can 

make the difference.

How heavily does it weigh with Nigerians that 
their team failed to qualify for the 2017 Africa 
Cup of Nations?
They’re disappointed, naturally, but we still had 

a crowd of 60,000 for our last group match 

against Tanzania, which was a meaningless 

fixture. That shows me the passion is there. 

Maybe it’ll be to our advantage that we didn’t 

qualify for the Cup of Nations, as we now can 

concentrate on qualifying for the World Cup. 

Algeria and Cameroon are in our group and will 

certainly be tough nuts to crack.

When did you first come into contact with 
Africa?
It was in 2001 in Réunion, which is an island by 

“Solidarity within the team will be crucial.  
It’s what has traditionally given Nigeria and 
the other African teams their strength.”

You’ve got lots of old cars, including a Škoda 
and a Fiat 500 under the porch of your house.
Classic cars have long been a passion of mine, 

but it’s not as if I leave them around the place 

doing nothing. I drive all of them. This Citroën 

was one of the first cars to have a front-wheel 

drive and was used in a lot of bank raids  

because of its speed. You can see it in the old 

gangster films. My late great-uncle Oskar had 

one just like it – he played professional football 

in France in the thirties and forties.

Your father was a footballer, too.
And a great coach, who influenced me and my 

four brothers in his own way. In Mannheim,  

we all turned out for his team for quite a while. 

Of course, he was a bit stricter with us, but he 

was always fair. He was an educator, and we 

learnt a lot more than just football from him.

Rohr’s mobile rings. He apologises, pulls in and 

gets out. “Oui, allô?“ He returns to the car after 

a few minutes.

That was Vincent Enyeama, the Lille goalie. He’s 

retired from international football, unfortunately. 

I’d like to have him in the team.

What did you say to him?
That with his experience, he’d be good for the 

team and for Nigerian football as a whole. 

Vincent has played at three World Cups, and 

everyone wants him to reconsider. Of course, 

there’s always a story behind the decision.  

He didn’t agree with certain things and certain 

people, but you’ve got to forgive and forget,  

like Nelson Mandela did. Is there a better 

example from Africa?

How did Enyeama react?
We’ll see. I’ll probably need a bit of time to talk 

him round.

Madagascar and belongs to France. Some 

friends of mine told me how beautiful it is there, 

and I decided to open my first hotel on the 

island. It’s still there, and business is good.

What’s it like on Réunion?
Very peaceful. It has a lot of people from 

different cultures and many different faiths, but 

it all seems to work. There’s no conflict, war or 

racism. It’s a great example to other countries, 

especially in the current climate. I may well  

settle down there one day – my wife is from 

Madagascar. 

You’ve lived in France since 1977 and have 
German and French citizenship. What is your 
relationship with the old country?
When Germany play France, I support Germany. 

My family have been coming to visit me ever 

since I moved here. In the seventies, when I 

played for Bordeaux, sometimes half the family 

were in the stadium. Getting them all in wasn’t 

so easy. Every time, I had to stop warming up  

on the pitch and run to the back entrance to 

clear it with the man on the gate. He’d say: 

“You haven’t got that many relatives!”

But I’m sure you got round him with your calm 
nature?
Most of the time [laughs].
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THEN

Norway keeper Tore Antonsen celebrates his team’s 2-1 win over England in a World Cup qualifier. 

1981  
OSLO, NORWAY
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NOW

Gianluigi Buffon performs the same trick after Italy defeat Sweden 1-0 in a EURO 2016 group match. 

2016  
TOULOUSE, FRANCE
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DEBATE

UNFCCC AND FIFA JOIN FORCES  
TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE
FIFA has joined the United Nations (UN) Climate Change Secretariat’s initiative  
Climate Neutral Now, becoming the first international sports organisation to do so.

issues of our time, and we are proud to 

commit to this cause. Beyond the pledge 

and through the power of football, we also 

aim to inspire greater awareness and best 

practices in sustainability standards,” said 

FIFA’s Secretary General, Fatma Samoura, 

who announced the collabo ration during  

a handover ceremony of the pledge at  

the UN headquarters in New York.

The Climate Neutral Now initiative repre-

sents a global community of organisations 

committed to becoming climate-neutral  

by the second half of the 21st century. 

Climate Neutral Now calls on organisations 

and individuals to measure, reduce and 

report greenhouse gas emissions and 

compensate those that cannot be avoided 

with UN-certified emission reductions.  

The initiative was launched in September 

2015 by a founding group of organisations 

that included Microsoft, Sony, the adidas 

Group and Marks & Spencer.

“The climate talks in Paris this past  

December highlighted the critical role  

that non-state actors – corporations,  

NGOs and individuals – are playing in 

addressing climate change. Every sector 

has an important role, but we are excited 

by the potential that sports organisations 

represent. More than one billion people 

watched the 2014 World Cup final in 

Brazil. There’s enormous potential for 

inspiring sports fans around the globe,  

in addition to the action that the sports 

organisations are taking in-house,” said 

the Executive Secretary of the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC), Patricia Espinosa.

By joining the campaign, FIFA has pledged 

to continue to strive towards becoming 

greenhouse gas emission-neutral by the 

mid-21st century, and has committed, as it 

did in Brazil in 2014, to measuring, reduc-

ing and offsetting all of its greenhouse  

gas emissions at the 2018 FIFA World Cup 

Russia™.

“Each one of us, as well as every organi-

sation, has to take responsibility for the 

world we live in and lead by example. 

Climate change is one of the most pressing 

“Each one of us, as well  
as every organisation,  
has to take responsibility  
for the world we live in  
and lead by example.” 
Fatma Samoura

FIFA Secretary General Fatma Samoura at the UN HQ in New York. 
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PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE

Best wishes, Gianni Infantino

At FIFA, the 2006 FIFA World Cup  

Germany™ was considered to be a  

turning point with regard to the sus

tainability of its competitions, including 

environmental protection. Since then, 

projects have been put in place to 

measure and mitigate the environmental 

impact of those events, not only in 

relation to climate change but also in 

other areas relevant to sustainability, 

such as waste management and green 

stadiums.

“For the last ten years, we have been 

engaging with our stakeholders and 

other institutions to find sensible ways  

of addressing environmental issues and 

to mitigate the negative environmental 

impact of our activities. Therefore we  

are thankful and proud to be recognised 

as an actor when it comes to climate 

change by being the first sports organi

sation to join the Climate Neutral Now 

initiative,” added FIFA’s Head of Sustain

ability & Diversity, Federico Addiechi. 

For more about FIFA’s sustainability 

initiatives, please visit FIFA.com/

sustainability.

PROTECTING  
THE GAME  
AND ITS  
STAKEHOLDERS 

Developing football: that’s why we’re here. It’s at the heart of all of our 

activities, from headlinegrabbing competitions down to everyday projects. 

One of those activities has led to the trialling of video assistance for referees 

during the friendly between Italy and France in Bari in early September.  

That day, we were all involved in opening a new chapter in the history of 

our sport. In assisting the referee, we limit the chance of errors and we 

protect the game and its stakeholders, which means ensuring that we can 

go further in upholding the spirit of our game.

Naturally, one trial won’t be enough to draw any firm conclusions and we 

will be running another in November when Italy play Germany in Milan.  

It goes without saying that it is vital we don’t inadvertently stop the game 

and disrupt the rhythm of play. And, of course, this potential development 

will spark plenty of debate. There are those who support a technology  

that would practically become an essential item of equipment on the pitch, 

arguing that the game of the 21st century demands it, while there are others 

who see the uncertainty, and even injustice, of human judgement to be an 

integral part of the game.

This type of discussion is, by its very nature, lively and passionate. Everyone 

has their own opinion, arguments, convictions and misgivings. This is  

another thing that brings us together in our passion: the opportunity to 

discuss it endlessly and to compare our ideas. We should be delighted that 

FIFA is such a catalyst for these discussions and a driving force behind the 

exchange of ideas. Stimulating reflection is one of our duties. And it is 

thanks to this that football keeps moving forwards.
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FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

DULCET  
TONES

The antique Brazilian radio in  
the underground level of the  
FIFA World Football Museum is 
not immediately noticeable.  
Its story is symbolic of a time 
when the television was still far 
from being a household item.
By Alan Schweingruber

In the FIFA World Football Museum, there is an old radio with three knobs 

and a round frequency dial. You can’t touch it, however, as the wireless set 

dating from 1937 is kept behind a pane of glass. The “Cruzeiro 100” was 

donated by the Museu do Rádio in Porto Alegre.

But what’s so special about it? And where exactly is the connection with 

football? Older visitors must surely be left puzzled to see such an artefact 

again after all these years, while the younger generation must be fascinated 

by such a rudimentary contraption, trying to imagine life as it once was: 

indeed, it is hard to picture life without YouTube and WhatsApp. Or even a 

time before the internet and television.

There was a time when anyone who couldn’t make it to the stadium had just 

one way of experiencing elite football matches: by listening on the radio.  

And “listening” really meant following the action. Minute by minute, play by 

play. Through their descriptions of the game, talented radio commentators 

could paint glorious images, even for the most uneventful of matches.  

Such was the popularity of their colourful illustration of the action on the 

pitch that many devotees would gladly cancel their Sunday constitutional in 

favour of sitting round the radio to listen. Excitement was guaranteed.

EVER DECREASING CIRCLES
Of course, there are still great radio commentators who are skilled in the 

art of providing live coverage over the full 90 minutes. But the pool of 
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August 1955  
A crowd gathers at Berlin’s Havelstrand to listen to  
the match between the USSR and West Germany.
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FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

luminaries has certainly shrunk. The commercial behemoth of television 

has dominated broadcast media for decades now. Standing in front of  

one of the first TV sets, a television receiver in 1936 say, who would have 

been able to even comprehend the technological developments that were 

to come? The enormous box from Germany weighed 75 kilos and the  

tiny screen took up only a fifth of the front surface. The rest was made of 

wood and metal. 

The first football World Cup to be broadcast live on TV was the 1954 edition 

in Switzerland. People were ready to say goodbye to the colossal and  

unwieldy 75-kilo boxes; TV sets in the fifties, ideally in a modern grey design, 

were smaller and lighter. Looking back, those early days of broadcast sports 

can be seen as the first public viewing events as people gathered together to 

watch television. An astonishing 90 million people watched the 1954 World 

Cup “without even setting foot in the small country between Italy and 

Germany”, as was sensationally reported in the media at the time. However, 

there were only four million sets officially registered.

November 1927 Swiss radio commentator Hans Sutter in action reporting on the international match between Switzerland and Sweden in Zurich.

The first World Cup to be 
broadcast live on TV was the 
1954 edition in Switzerland.

Cruzeiro 100  
The radio dating from 
1937 is on display in 
the FIFA World  
Football Museum. 
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WORLD CUP GAMES IN THE STREETS
Owning a TV was therefore something of a luxury, while staying at home on 

the sofa to listen to the game over the radio was the norm. The Brazilian 

“Cruzeiro 100” on show in the FIFA World Football Museum in Zurich is part 

of the 1938 FIFA World Cup display. It symbolises the huge importance that 

listening to the radio once held in South America. World Cup games in 1938 

kicked off in the early evening, Paris time. At that hour in South America, 

however, most people were on their way to work. The Brazilian government 

therefore made use of radio, broadcasting commentary on the matches over 

loudspeakers in the streets, so that everyone could listen.

If anyone wants to get a feeling of what it’s like to listen to live commentary 

on the radio, they could try this simple but admittedly expensive experiment: 

go to a Premier League match in England and, when the game enters a  

dull phase, tune in to British radio coverage on your headphones and simply 

enjoy – minute by minute, play by play.

2004 African Cup of Nations A group of Kenyans gather to watch the match on screen, but the radio is ever present (Senegal-Kenya 3-0).

PANIC ON THE STREETS OF JERSEY
US film-maker and author Orson Welles (1915-1985) 

found worldwide fame thanks to a radio play.  

The evening before Halloween in 1938, American 

radio station CBS broadcast The War of the Worlds, 

narrated by Welles. The story was already well known, 

but it was adapted for the radio play. The action  

was relocated from England to New Jersey on the east 

coast of the US, where the listeners themselves lived. 

This caused no small amount of confusion among 

residents. Many took the play to be a genuine news 

report and feared an imminent alien invasion. Accord-

ing to tabloid newspapers of the time, New York and 

New Jersey experienced an outbreak of mass hysteria. 

Orson Welles’ best-known work, however, was  

his first film, Citizen Kane, released three years later. 

sca
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On home turf The U-19 team are looking forward to next year’s European Championship, where they will enjoy home support.

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

WOMEN  
IN FOCUS
Women’s football in Northern Ireland has enjoyed steady  
growth over the past 40 years. The Irish FA is fully committed  
and has ambitious plans for the game.
By Annette Braun

The chances are that many babies born in 

Northern Ireland over the next few months 

will be christened William, or Willa if it’s a 

girl. Not content with qualifying for their 

first-ever European Championship this year, 

the national men’s team also made it to the 

round-of-16 stage. The focus of the ensuing 

euphoria was one Will Grigg, who, despite 

remaining on the bench for the entire 

tournament, became a cult figure as his 

name lent itself perfectly to a ‘90s hit by 

Gala as reworded by Northern Ireland fans. 

The folks from the Province are generally 

fond of football and music, and have 

created some memorable moments down 

the years. The infectious chant of “Will 

Grigg’s on Fire” resounded in stadiums 

around France and in the streets of Belfast, 

and even reached the top ten of the UK 

charts. 

“I heard stories of mums singing the song 

to send their babies to sleep at night,” says 

Sara Booth of the Irish Football Association. 

She enthuses about the atmosphere during 

the tournament, the joy that people from 

the country felt about their team’s success 

and the opportunities that it will give to 

men and women alike in the game. 

U-19 EUROS ACT AS A CATALYST
Northern Ireland is itself hosting a European 

championship next year – the women’s 

U-19 version, which the country is embracing 

wholeheartedly. Booth has assumed the 

role of Tournament Director after taking 

part in the first edition of the FIFA Female 

Leadership Development Programme over 

the past year. “The calibre of women 

participating was phenomenal and when 
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we all started to share our experiences, 

knowledge and skills, it became evident 

how many female game-changers existed 

within football,” she recalls. She wants  

to transfer the knowledge she gained from 

the course and the euphoria from EURO 

2016 to the U-19 tournament next year: 

“The buzz from France has most definitely 

transferred to the local game in Northern 

Ireland and we are hoping to utilise the 

momentum generated to develop girls’  

and women’s football.” 

The broad support that the tournament is 

already receiving from the worlds of sport, 

politics and the media shows how far 

women’s football has come since the first 

women’s league was formed in Belfast  

40 years ago. The Northern Ireland Football 

League, which organises the men’s compe-

titions, has taken over the organisation of 

the women’s league this season, attesting 

to the priority accorded to the women’s 

game across the entire association as well 

as its huge popularity in the Province. Some 

300,000 people regularly tune in to watch 

the highlights of the Women’s Premier 

League on TV every Sunday evening – an 

impressive figure for a country with a 

population of just 1.8 million.

“We have seen significant progress,  

particularly in terms of participation at 

grassroots levels within clubs and schools. 

Over 80% of post-primary schools in  

Northern Ireland offer girls the opportunity 

to play football in the various activities 

offered through the association and other 

local stakeholder events,” says Booth.  

In the last three years alone, 5,000 girls 

have taken part in various FIFA Live Your 

Goals festivals and discovered their passion 

for the beautiful game.

FROM SCHOOLS TO CLUBS
The focus is now on making it easier for 

girls to go from school to club football,  

thus furthering their careers and, in the First steps Young players at a 2013 Live Your Goals festival in Belfast.

“We have seen significant 
progress, particularly in terms  
of participation at grassroots 
levels within clubs and schools.”
Sara Booth

best-case scenario, appearing for their 

country. To this end, the Irish FA launched 

the award-winning SCORE pilot project in 

2013 to create a link between grassroots 

football and the clubs. 

The association has high ambitions to  

raise the profile of the women’s game,  

and drew up a development plan for  

the 2014-2018 period that aimed not only 

to raise the number of female players but 

also to encourage more women to take  

an active role in clubs, leagues and the 

association itself. A national programme  

set up four years ago to develop more 

female leaders in the game bears witness  

to this commitment.

In addition, Ulster University will be launch-

ing a national football academy next year. 

“This will provide the opportunity for our 

players to receive world-class coaching 

while continuing their studies,” says Booth. 

Looking forward, the aim is for the senior 

women’s team to qualify for a major cham-

pionship within the next ten to 15 years. 

Who knows, maybe some of the star 

performers will have the first name Willa 

and evoke memories of the golden summer 

of 2016?
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visa.com

We’re proving our innovative spirit with 
every dip, swipe, click, and tap.
Visa is fully committed to innovation, aiding in transforming the way we shop and pay through 

billions of connected devices, everywhere. Innovation starts with Visa. 



Match-winner Venezuela’s Deyna Castellanos celebrates after scoring the only goal of the final match 
of the South American qualification tournament against Brazil.

KICK-OFF 
TIME
The FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 
is on in Jordan until 21 October. 
It’s all about winning the trophy – 
and a first chance to put the  
spotlight on a promising future.
By Annette Braun

In the 48th minute, Dzsenifer Marozsán  

got hold of the ball, took aim and shot.  

It was a shot of force and precision in equal 

measure – the ball flew 18 metres and 

beyond the reach of the goalkeeper, into 

the net. It was the opening goal of the 

Olympic football final between Germany 

and Sweden at Rio 2016. Marozsán’s 

opener laid the foundation for Germany’s 

2-1 victory. The midfield playmaker turned 

out to be key to her country’s success:  

it was her free kick, after all, that led to  

the match-winning second goal. 

For many, that evening in the Maracanã 

would have been the first time they’d really 

noticed the German, but others would have 

been thinking back to 2008 and feeling 

justified in respect of the positive view 

they’d formed of her back then. Marozsán 

was just 16 at the time, as she enjoyed a 

convincing tournament alongside her 

Germany team-mates at the inaugural FIFA 

U-17 World Cup in New Zealand. With six 

goals, she won the Golden Shoe and was 

tipped as one to watch for the future. 

Marozsán’s example shows that the  

U-17 Women’s World Cup is a first show-

case for the world’s young footballers.  

It’s a platform that offers a first chance  

for players to make an impact on the 

highest international stage – and for stars 

to be born. 

YOUNG OLD STAGERS
Since 30 September Jordan has been playing 

host to the fifth edition of the tournament, 

where 16 teams are fighting it out for  

the title. The majority of players are just  

16 years of age, yet they appear to be 

model professionals already. Venezuela’s 

Deyna Castellanos, for example, is already 

at her second World Cup. She made  

a name for herself in Costa Rica in 2014, 

topping the scoring charts with six goals. 

In the final match of the South American 

qualification tournament for this year’s  

U-17 competition, she scored the winner in 

Venezuela’s 1-0 home victory over Brazil.  

A crowd of over 41,000 came out to watch 

the match that day, not that Castellanos  

let that faze her. She can handle pressure, 

and she’s aiming high, but her feet are still 

firmly on the ground. “We know that  

we’re seen as the team of the moment,” she 

says, “but we’ve learnt to block out things 

like that.” 

Castellanos has no intention of looking too 

far ahead – despite shining examples like 

Dzsenifer Marozsán. “In football, you live in 

the moment, in the here and now,” she 

explains. Until (she hopes) 21 October, her 

focus will therefore be on her team’s games 

in Amman, Irbid and Zarqa.

“We know that we’re seen 
as the team of the moment 
but we’ve learnt to block 
out things like that.” 
Deyna Castellanos
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Whose round is it?  
Following their team’s 13-2 
victory over Kenya in  
December 1965, Ghana’s 
players Kofi Pare, Sam 
Acquah, Paa Nii Lutterodt 
and Cecil Jones Attuquayefio 
(left to right) enjoy a 
well-earned drink at the 
High Commission of Ghana 
in Nairobi.
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HISTORY

“CHA BOOM”... GOAL!
Cha Bum-kun’s goals gave the  
South Korean striker a rather unusual 
nickname in Germany and helped  
him become one of the most famous 
names in Asian football.
By Annette Braun

Cha Bum-kun may well have been born in 

South Korea, but with his mop-top haircut 

he could easily have passed as the fifth 

member of The Beatles. The fact that he 

was part of his own revolution – to take  

the name of the Liverpudlians’ famous 

B-side from 1968 – fitted in perfectly with 

the image of a man who certainly made  

an impression both on and off the pitch. 

Up in lights There is no mistaking the identity of Eintracht Frankfurt’s latest goalscorer thanks to the scoreboard at the Waldstadion (1 October 1980). 

But whereas the “Fab Four” sang about  

a political revolution, Cha was involved in 

one of a sporting nature. The incredibly 

popular striker was not only an excellent 

footballer, but also something of a 

bridge-builder given that when he moved 

to Darmstadt from Seoul in 1978, he was 

only the second-ever Asian player – after 

Japan’s Yasuhiko Okudera – to have moved 
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to the German top flight. Cha was a  

pioneer, someone who paved the way for 

the likes of Son Heung-min and Shinji 

Kagawa to one day follow in his footsteps. 

Between 1978 and 1989, Cha plied his 

trade with Darmstadt 98, Eintracht Frankfurt 

and Bayer Leverkusen, leaving his mark 

wherever he played with his style of play 

and through the sheer force of his perso n-

ality. There is no shortage of statistics to 

bear that fact out. Cha, for example, did 

not have his name taken by the referee for 

most of his time in the Bundesliga, receiving 

the only yellow card of his career in one of 

his very last games in Germany, a 3-1 

defeat for Bayer Leverkusen at the hands of 

Bayer 05 Uerdingen.

TOUGHEST OPPONENT
Cha didn’t make a name for himself with 

robust challenges or by moaning at the 

referee, but rather with his uncanny knack 

for being in the right place at the right  

time and with his inimitable shots, which 

saw him find the back of the net more  

than 100 times in various domestic and 

international competitions. The sheer 

power of his strikes also gave him a unique 

nickname – “Cha Boom” – as they often 

arrowed past bemused goalkeepers before 

they knew it. Explaining his decision to sign 

him, Frankfurt coach Friedel Rausch said:  

“He was the best and most determined 

striker I’d ever seen”. Cha certainly repaid 

Rausch’s faith in him by going on to win 

the German Cup (with Eintracht) and two 

UEFA Cups (one with Eintracht and the 

other with Bayer Leverkusen).

In Eintracht’s run to the first of those  

European finals in 1979-80, Cha and his 

team-mates came up against Aberdeen, 

who were then managed by a certain  

Alex Ferguson, who was still without his 

knighthood and yet to embark on  

his glorious career at Manchester United. 

After the match, Ferguson admitted: “We 

the final on its head, scoring the equalising 

goal with 81 minutes on the clock, not with 

one of his trademark blockbuster shots but 

rather with a towering header into the 

corner of the goal, even though he wasn’t 

exactly the tallest of strikers. Bayer went on 

to claim the trophy in the ensuing penalty 

shoot-out, sealing victory in a game that no 

Bayer fan will ever forget.

WORLD CUPS AS A PLAYER AND COACH
Cha won more than 100 caps for his 

country, and in 1986 he was part of the 

South Korean squad as the country made 

their World Cup debut in Mexico. They 

were drawn alongside Italy, Bulgaria and 

Argentina, however, and exited with just 

one point to their name. Cha then had to 

wait another 12 years for his next World 

Cup involvement, this time as the South 

Korean national team coach at France 

1998, when once again the team couldn’t 

get more than a solitary point on the 

board, holding only Belgium to a 1-1 draw.

South Korea’s showing in France did not 

affect Cha’s popularity, however, and in 

2013 he was named in Eintracht’s team of 

all-time legends, with his image adorning  

a pillar at one of the city’s underground 

train stations. These days, Cha is back  

home in South Korea and working in youth 

development, and next year he will be an 

ambassador for the FIFA U-20 World Cup  

in his home country. 

As we all know, The Beatles are no  

more, the band having split up in 1970, and  

Cha no longer has his trademark mop-top 

hairstyle either. But just as the Scousers’ 

music will never be forgotten, nor will  

Cha’s glory days in Germany.  

“Cha Boooom”!

knew that Cha would be our biggest 

problem but he was just unstoppable.” 

Cha’s second European final triumph was 

one for the history books. After Bayer  

had slumped to a 3-0 first-leg defeat at 

Espanyol, few people gave them a chance 

of turning the tie around. But they had  

reckoned without Cha, who helped to turn 

Cup of Cha Cha Bum-kun hoists the German 
Cup after Eintracht’s 3-1 victory over  
1. FC Kaiserslautern in Stuttgart (2 May 1981).
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What exactly do you do at FIFA?

I am part of the host broadcast production team  

in FIFA’s TV Division which is in charge of the  

TV operations to bring all FIFA competitions to  

audiences across the globe through our media 

rights licensees.

Which footballer (or person involved in  

football) would you like to meet and why?

I would like to meet Lionel Messi or David Beckham 

to discuss their involvement as international 

ambassadors for UNICEF. Football is international 

and I find it great that they use the sport as a 

means to fight for children’s well-being.

What has been the highlight of your time at 

FIFA so far?

I was lucky to be selected as the FIFA TV  

represen tative for this year’s FIFA Female  

Leadership Development Programme.  

These workshops have been an eye-opener on  

the condition of women leaders in football  

associations around the globe, as well as an 

opportunity to meet more than 30 amazing women 

from all confederations who share the  

will to break barriers for women and girls  

through football.

FACES OF FIFA

Name: Armelle Canet Job title: Senior Manager of  
TV Event Operations Age: 40 Nationality: France  
Date joined FIFA: 2013

Name: Narayanasamy Natarajan Job title: Executive 
ICT Programme Manager Age: 51 Nationality: United 
Kingdom Date joined FIFA: 2015

Name: Elizabeth Eastman Job title: Connect Pro-
gramme Coordinator Age: 28 Nationality: USA  
Date joined FIFA: 2014

What exactly do you do at FIFA? 

I am a member of FIFA ICT team, and am currently 

responsible for FRM (Fan Relationship Management) 

and the ICT programme for the 2018 FIFA World Cup in 

Russia.

Which footballer (or person involved in football) 

would you like to meet and why?

Diego Maradona’s ‘Goal of the Century’ will always 

remain in my memory. I grew up in Southern India and 

Maradona has a huge following in that part of the 

world. It would be interesting to talk with him.

What has been the highlight of your time at  

FIFA so far? 

Attending the 2018 FWC Preliminary Draw in  

St Petersburg, which was a beautiful curtain-raiser for  

the upcoming main event. Also, it was a pleasure  

and an honour to be elected as one of the three 

employee representatives in our organisation’s pension 

fund and contribute to our colleagues’ welfare.

Has your impression of FIFA changed since you 

joined?

I joined FIFA in May 2015, a period when the organisa-

tion was just about starting to redefine itself leading to  

a raft of changes, both organisational and thought- 

process related. Change necessarily means new frontiers, 

new thinking and re-directed energy and that is exactly 

what I am starting to experience at FIFA now. Every  

day is exciting and something to look forward to!

Why did you want to work for FIFA? 

I have been involved with football since I was very 

young and it is a passion of mine. I like what sports 

can do for people – bring joy, build character, and 

even change the world. I want to work in something 

that I love and believe in.

What exactly do you do at FIFA? 

I work in the Member Associations Department on 

Connect Services as part of FIFA Forward. Connect is 

a project that enables global stakeholder registration. 

We help the members get a better understanding of 

who is playing/involved in the game in their countries 

and how they can better use this information in the 

running of their associations. 

Which is your favourite football team of all 

time? 

GCZ beach soccer – we won the first-ever Women’s 

Beach Soccer Euro Winners’ Cup. Then the ’99 USA 

women and ’98 England squads.

Has your impression of FIFA changed since you 

joined?

Yes, I have more respect for how hard people have 

to fight for change. Things like gender equality for 

competitions in futsal and beach soccer are still 

missing, but it gives you a bit of hope to see that 

people are trying. It is our job to try to protect  

the game and give as many opportunities to as many 

people as possible to play.
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32 FINALISTS WERE FLOWN TO  

NEW YORK  
FOR THE THREE-DAY TOURNAMENT.

MORE THAN  
2.3 MILLION PLAYERS  

FROM 192 COUNTRIES  
COMPETED IN THE 

QUALIFICATION PHASE.

STATISTICS

FIFA INTERACTIVE 
WORLD CUP 2016

/   FIFA 190452 Alexander Hassenstein / Getty Images



THE GRAND FINAL 
GENERATED 40 MILLION  

SOCIAL IMPRESSIONS  
IN JUST ONE WEEK.  

140 DIFFERENT  
MEDIA OUTLETS  

COVERED THE EVENT.

THE BROADCAST OF THE  

GRAND FINAL  
WAS AVAILABLE IN MORE THAN 100 COUNTRIES.

MORE THAN 1.8 MILLION  
E-SPORTS FANS  

WATCHED THE GRAND FINAL  
ONLINE, WHILE MORE THAN  

2.5 MILLION PEOPLE  
FOLLOWED THE SHOWDOWN ON TV. 
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Charismatic coaches draw 
the eye as they go about 
their work: a selection  
of cult touchline characters.
By Alan Schweingruber
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VALERIY LOBANOVSKYI (1939-2002)

It can get pretty cold and windy on the steppes of Eastern Europe, 

which may account for the impassive face worn by Valeriy Lobanovskyi 

when watching the teams he coached in action. On the other hand,  

it might just be that he was an undemonstrative type who preferred to 

focus on the job in hand. And what a job he did, too: embarking on his 

managerial career in 1969, he revolutionised football with his attacking 

playing style. He was one of the first coaches to dispense with the 

sweeper and instructed his teams in the virtues of aggressive pressing. 

Born in Kiev, Lobanovskyi coached the USSR three times and also 

Ukraine at the end of his career. Before entering football, he worked in 

the heating trade – which was a tad warmer than the football pitch.

In the wintertime, Fatih Terim can often be seen with his wife on the Swiss ski 

slopes, clad in his beanie hat and shades as he glides serenely through the snow. 

This is somewhat at odds with the fiery temperament that he has been known 

for in his lengthy coaching career to date, with provocation seemingly accom

panying him wherever he goes. “I am a very emotional person,” he says. An 

uncompromising sweeper as a player, he is currently in his third stint in charge  

of the Turkish national team, the first having culminated in his side’s firstever 

participation at a European Championship in 1996. Terim also likes to holiday in 

his second home of Italy, where he briefly coached Fiorentina and AC Milan,  

and where he is also affectionately known as Imperatore (“the Emperor”).

BRANKO ZEBEC (1929-1988)

When Branko Zebec sat on the bench in his 

buttonedup shirt and cardigan, giving his 

instructions in German, he looked like your 

favourite uncle. It was quite a different story 

behind the scenes, however, as the Croatian 

was known to be a nononsense disciplinarian. 

At Hamburger SV, for example, his players 

could not leave the city without his permission. 

There was discontent in the ranks at his  

methods and superstar Kevin Keegan wanted 

to leave after the first few training sessions,  

but he decided to stay, and went on to win 

two European Footballer of the Year awards in 

succession under Zebec. At the end of the 

seventies, Zebec’s alcoholism became public 

knowledge. During one match, he was so 

drunk that he had to be put in the team bus at 

halftime. Nevertheless, Zebec was an intelligent 

and sensitive coach, despite his hardman 

reputation, and one of the best in his trade at 

that time.

FATIH TERIM (BORN 1953)
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COACHES

CÉSAR LUIS MENOTTI  
(BORN 1938)

Probably the greatest philosopher coach 

of them all, Menotti led Argentina to 

their first World Cup triumph in 1978. 

He was wary of football’s dark arts and 

had a great sense of justice – at a time 

when his country was ruled by the 

military junta. Menotti said things like:  

“I cannot separate football from other 

aspects of culture because for me, 

football is part of culture, and in every 

culture there is a search for a particular 

form of the truth.” TV cameras would 

always linger on the Argentinian when 

he drew heavily on his cigarette – he 

was a chain-smoker. “A top coach,”  

said Bernd Schuster while at Barcelona. 

“When he spoke to us players, he asked 

how our wives and kids were. Apart 

from that, he just sat on the bench and 

smoked 50 fags.”
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ENZO BEARZOT (1927-2010)

JÜRGEN KLOPP (BORN 1967)

Enzo Bearzot was a taciturn man, hence his nickname among his compatriots, “The Quiet One from Friuli” – although whether it was a 

compliment or not is hard to say. What is not in doubt is the respect he earned as a coach, especially following the 1982 World Cup in 

Spain, which began badly for his Azzurri team. After three uninspiring draws in the first round, Bearzot imposed his now-famous silenzio 

stampa, or media blackout. This apparently “crazy idea” led to the now silent Italians securing the world title: from that moment on,  

they did their talking on the pitch, beating Argentina, Brazil, Poland and West Germany on their way to glory. Incidentally, Bearzot’s pipe 

from 1982 is on display at the FIFA World Football Museum in Zurich.

At the age of 18, Jürgen Klopp travelled around 

England by train for four weeks, and he says he 

didn’t meet a single idiot the entire time he was 

there. In 2015, he chose Liverpool as the next post 

in his coaching career, trusting his gut instinct 

when he asked himself whether he would be 

happy in the UK. The answer was in the affirmative 

and, after one season, British fans have clearly 

taken to a man whose impulsive behaviour on the 

touchline is certainly refreshing. Above all, though, 

he is genuine. “I know I’m a completely normal 

guy,” he said recently in an interview with Stern 

magazine. Such modesty and eloquence belies the 

fact that Klopp has a wealth of expert knowledge 

in his field, having steered Dortmund to two  

Bundesliga titles in 2011 and 2012, sporting his 

trademark tracksuit and baseball cap.
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HEALTH

ALL IN THE MIND?

Fancy a glass of apple juice? After their successful summer in France, 

no Icelander can resist the stuff. There must have been something 

special (legal, of course) about that organic French apple juice  

to make the fearless football Vikings of northern Europe convinced 

they needed to drink it every day. The magic seemed to work, for a 

time – the “Hu” heroes from the far-flung island sailed through the 

group stage and the round of 16 powered by the juice, only losing 

when they came up against the hosts in the quarter-finals. Maybe 

Didier Deschamps’ team were also drinking the good stuff. While 

the Icelanders’ preference is for apple juice, German coach Jogi 

Löw likes to drink espresso. The little cup was an obligatory acces-

sory at his press conferences before each of Germany’s matches. 

Such rituals have long been part of football, and belong to a team’s 

preparations just as much as the pre-match warm-up. They often 

relate to eating or drinking habits, but they can also take other 

The Icelanders had an unexpectedly good EURO campaign. Apparently, they drank apple juice  
before each of their matches – is that the secret of their success? At the very least, it’s a new entry  
on the list of unusual lucky charms in football. 
By Annette Braun

forms. Some players, for example, always step onto the pitch with 

their right foot first, others always with the left. The seating order 

in the team bus usually follows strict rules that are rigidly adhered 

to as long as the success holds. Something that brings luck once 

will positively affect the team’s performance in the future too... so 

the thinking goes. Or, more importantly: a deviation from the 

routine can lead to bad luck – a much worse consequence that 

teams take great pains to avoid. There are as many different 

“lucky” foibles as there are players and coaches, but they have one 

thing in common: the belief is in the head, and the head has a 

significant influence on physical performance.

CRUYFF’S FORGETFULNESS AND THE CONSEQUENCES
Johan Cruyff, during his time at Ajax, used to slap his goalkeeper in 

the stomach and then spit his chewing gum into the opposition’s 

half before kick-off. Only once did he miss this ritual, in 1969 at the 

58 /   FIFA 1904

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n:

 K
av

el
 R

af
fe

rt
y



European Cup final against AC Milan. Ajax lost the match 4-1,  

and Cruyff felt responsible for the defeat. That was the last time  

he ever forgot his gum.

Negative experiences can also lead to superstitions. Ahead of a 

junior national team match, Czech player Tomáš Rosický sang the 

national anthem lustily, full of pride to be representing his country 

and looking forward to the match with great anticipation. But his 

enthusiastic singing did not have the desired effect. The team lost, 

and Rosický vowed that in the future he would no longer join in 

the national anthem with such full-voiced gusto – a decision he  

has stuck to to this day, for the good of the team. 

French defensive supremo Laurent Blanc had a different recipe for 

success at the 1998 World Cup. Before every game, he planted a 

smacker on the smooth head of goalkeeper Fabien Barthez. Thanks 

to those lucky kisses, the home team won the title. Or maybe it 

was actually thanks to the song “I will survive” which they always 

had on in the dressing room. The nature of the ritual doesn’t seem 

to matter much, what counts is that it is done religiously and that  

it gives the protagonists self-belief.

PELÉ’S SHIRT PROBLEMS
For Brazilian football legend Pelé, his superstition became a stum-

bling block. In the 1960s, he gave away his Santos shirt to a  

fan after a match, and in the next few matches he failed to score. 

Some players always step onto the pitch with 
their right foot first, others always with the left. 

The ball just didn’t want to go in the goal for him. Pelé was 

convinced: his run of bad luck was down to the shirt he gave away. 

The answer? He would have to get the jersey back. An employee  

of the club was sent out to search for the precious item and duly 

came back with a shirt which he gave to the player. In the next 

match, wearing the shirt, Pelé scored – the magic was back. It 

wasn’t until some time later that it was revealed that the employee 

had just given Pelé another shirt that looked similar to the one he 

had given away. 

What does that tell us? That football is played on the pitch, but  

also in the mind. The Icelanders will drink to that – with a glass of 

apple juice. At least, they’ll stick to the juice until they have secured 

their qualification for the 2018 World Cup in Russia. Maybe then 

they could replace the French apple juice with a Russian drink to 

bring them luck. Best to avoid the vodka – but how about a  

refreshing glass of Kwas, a sour drink made from bread, water and 

herbs? Kwas the spirit!
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF...

Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a FIFA employee in 
their daily work.

THE HEAD OF RECEPTION
FIFA receives 40,000 to 50,000 faxes a 

year, and it is the job of Laurette 

Rodriguez and her seven-strong team to 

make sure that they swiftly reach their 

proper destination within the organisation. 

“The box fills up overnight,” says Laurette, 

“so it’s our first job in the morning.” 

The door to Laurette’s office is open, and 

her vista on this sunny day is of the FIFA 

team going through their paces at 

lunchtime on the artificial pitch adjoining 

her office. Coffee in hand, she prepares  

for tomorrow’s employee performance 

review. Later, she talks with a colleague  

to create an overview of all the events  

that are taking place in the building. The 

work is centrally managed, and concerns 

the occupancy of the 36 rooms and  

spaces in and around the Home of FIFA, 

which include the capacious auditorium 

(200 seats), the 22 meeting rooms,  

the foyer, the terrace, the four changing  

rooms and the four pitches (two for 

football, one for beach soccer and one 

mini-pitch).

Planning is everything: as if organising  

the use of the facilities to everyone’s 

satisfaction isn’t challenging enough,  

there is also the small matter of supporting 

and catering for the people using them. 

“Time is crucial where large workshops 

and forums are concerned,” says Laurette, 

“as we are often notified of a change at 

the last minute. A room is needed, and 

that has a knock-on effect on many 

others.” Coordinating seating plans and 

printing nameplates are among the 

department’s more straightforward tasks: 

arranging external caterers or suddenly 

having to find an interpreter for an  

out-of-the-ordinary language, on the  

other hand, is another matter.

Laurette Rodriguez Her considerate multilingual team is part of the fabric of FIFA.

It’s afternoon, and Laurette looks at the 

document at the top of her pile. She recalls 

a medical emergency in the building three 

weeks previously: “It turned out okay 

because we all responded quickly.” Her 

team is also responsible for informing 

FIFA’s trained first-aiders immediately of 

any situation requiring their support. 

Will it be somewhat less busy tomorrow 

morning, when Laurette is on Reception? 

She laughs, and says how much she  

enjoys the direct contact with callers and 

tourists. She speaks for her whole team, 

whose considerate and multilingual 

service has become part of the fabric of 

the Home of FIFA.

F04
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CELEBRATION

BEBETO 
Delighted to be left holding the baby... 

Brazilian forward Bebeto’s iconic and 

much-copied goal celebration at  

USA ‘94 was a moment of unbridled 

joy that only a new father could  

experience. Having just netted to  

make it 2-0 against the Netherlands in 

Dallas on 9 July, he raised his hands 

together to cradle an imaginary baby 

in front of him. 

His child had been born just two days 

before and brought a wide and joyous 

smile to his father’s face. At first, the 

striker savoured the moment of double 

joy alone as he wheeled away in 

celebration. But he was soon flanked 

by his two team-mates Mazinho (left) 

and Romário. 

The scene was beamed around the 

world and turned out to have a  

positive effect on the next generation: 

not only would Bebeto’s boy, Filius 

Mattheus (named after German  

footballing legend Lothar Matthäus 

and the source of the celebration), 

become a professional himself  

(he plays for Portuguese side Estoril), 

but the sons of Romário and Mazinho 

also went on to follow in their fathers’ 

footsteps. Romarinho plays in the 

Japanese second division with Zweigen 

Kanazawa, while Mazinho’s boys, 

Rafinha and Thiago, are under contract 

with Barcelona and Bayern Munich.

As a nice postscript that certainly 

cannot be added to all celebrations,  

the Seleção went on to become  

world champions later that sweltering 

American summer of 1994.

Annette Braun

62 /   FIFA 1904



63FIFA 1904   /

G
ES

 / M
ar

ku
s 

G
ill

ia
r



PUBLICATION DETAILS

PUBLISHER FIFA, FIFA-Strasse 20, P.O. Box, 8044 Zurich, Switzerland 

Phone +41-(0)43-222 7777, fax +41-(0)43-222 7878

PRESIDENT Gianni Infantino

SECRETARY GENERAL Fatma Samoura

CHIEF COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER Fabrice Jouhaud

HEAD OF CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS Julia Ferguson

CHIEF EDITOR Perikles Monioudis

STAFF WRITERS Alan Schweingruber (Deputy Editor), Annette Braun

ART DIRECTION Catharina Clajus

PICTURE EDITOR Peggy Knotz

LAYOUT Susanne Egli

TRANSLATION AND PROOFREADING English: Timo Eugster,  

Andrew Hurley, Stuart Makin, Caitlin Stephens; French: Alexandre 

Adriano, Alexandre Hubert, Alexandre Károlyi, Nicolas Samier, 

Estelle Valensuela; Spanish: Irene Antolín Pérez, José Ibarra,  

Juan F. López Vera, Natalia Pita Álvarez; German: Sandra Locher, 

Yves-Manuel Méan, Gabriela Straube-Zweifel

PRODUCTION Hans-Peter Frei

PROJECT MANAGEMENT Christian Schaub

PRINTING Zofinger Tagblatt AG

CONTACT feedback-magazine@fifa.org

INTERNET www.FIFA.com/Magazine

Reproduction of photographs and articles of FIFA 1904 in whole or 

in part is only permitted with prior editorial approval and with 

reference to the source (FIFA 1904, © FIFA 2016). 

The editor and staff are not obliged to publish unsolicited manu-

scripts and photographs. The views expressed in FIFA 1904 are not 

necessarily those of FIFA.

FIFA and the FIFA logo are registered trademarks.

Made and printed in Switzerland.

FIFA 1904 – PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION (FIFA).

Home of FIFA, Zurich.

64 /   FIFA 1904

N
ik

la
us

 W
ae

ch
te

r /
 R

ep
or

ta
ir.

ch

mailto:feedback-magazine@fifa.org
http://www.FIFA.com/Magazine


WITH YOUR LOYALITY AND PRIDE,
EXCITEMENT AND PASSION ...

YOU ARE THE PULSE IN THE STANDS.

YOU ARE PLAYER 
NUMBER 12

JORDAN...  
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FOOTBALL
FOR HOPE

Football for Hope is our global commitment to building a better future through football. To date, we have 
supported over 550 socially responsible community projects that use football as a tool for social development, 
improving the lives and prospects of young people and their surrounding communities.

To find out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com


