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Marcel Desailly

LETTER FROM A FIFA LEGEND

DEAR READERS OF  
FIFA 1904!

W
hen I was a boy, the tennis 

greats Björn Borg, John 

McEnroe and Jimmy  

Connors celebrated their  

big victories. I used to celebrate with them 

in front of the TV. I was fascinated by their 

dynamism, their gameplay, their tremen-

dous mental strength and their ability to 

concentrate, with which they emerged and 

gained their victories. That shaped me. 

I played table tennis at the time, passion-

ately – even later when I was a professional 

footballer. Table tennis is popular among 

footballers, because it promotes exactly 

what true tennis champions also need: the 

ability to concentrate.

Without the ability to concentrate in a 

competition over the entire distance, 

Sebastian Vettel could not have won the 

Formula One World Championship – four 

times! NBA star Dirk Nowitzki would not 

have been the perfect three-point  

champion for so many years. And Yelena 

Isinbayeva could not have made herself 

queen of the pole vault.

From page 8 onwards, these and other 

world-class athletes, true champions in 

their sport, tell FIFA 1904 what, on the 

other hand, they have learnt from football. 

And just how much they love our beautiful 

game.

Enjoy the issue!

With sporting greetings,  
Your FIFA Legend Marcel Desailly
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FIFA 1904 app
FIFA 1904 appears monthly in four 
languages and is also available as an 
app for smartphones and tablets
http://www.fifa.com/mobile

COVER PICTURE
Sebastian Vettel  
at the Home of FIFA. 
Photo: Gian Paul Lozza / 13 Photo.
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Who, what, how?  
It feels like you’re wearing 3-D glasses: two footballers, one ball, 
three dimensions. This optical illusion actually shows Edgard Dakoi 
of the Côte d’Ivoire national team pulling off a balletic kick in  
the Francophone Games. The picture was taken in Abidjan  
(Côte d’Ivoire) on 30 July 2017.

THE MONTH IN PICTURES

4 /   FIFA 1904



5FIFA 1904   /

IS
SO

U
F 

SA
N

O
G

O
/A

FP



Orange crush
The Netherlands women’s national team make their way through 
Utrecht on a boat the day after their 4-2 win over Denmark in the 
final of the UEFA Women’s Euro (7 August 2017). “I didn’t get 
much sleep,” coach Sarina Wiegman admitted. The new champions 
celebrated into the night with 12,500 fans in the city centre.

THE MONTH IN PICTURES
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TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL

When Sebastian Vettel talks football, his enthusiasm 
shines through. But what do football and Formula 1 
have in common? The Ferrari driver visited us at the 

Home of FIFA for a conversation about resilience, boring 
executive boxes and the best footballer in the world.

Sebastian Vettel spoke to Annette Braun and  
Alan Schweingruber; with photos by Gian Paul Lozza

V
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“MESSI IS THE BEST“
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TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL

So you stand to watch the game?
Absolutely. I’ve been asked into the 

executive boxes many times, but the 

atmosphere there just isn’t for me. I want 

to be in amongst it, where the singing 

happens, where the real atmosphere is. 

That’s what really makes football fun, 

don’t you think? I go with friends. And at 

half-time we go and get a beer and a 

sausage.

Don’t you get swamped by fans?
Sometimes. Mostly at half-time. Kids come 

up to me and ask for an autograph, and 

I’m quite happy to oblige. If it did get too 

much, then I’d have to say “Look, I’m here 

as a private individual just trying to watch 

the match.” During the 90 minutes, most 

fans are engaged and engrossed in the 

match. We’re all there for the same reason 

at the end of the day.

You travel a lot. How do you keep up to 
date with matters football?
On race weekends it’s actually quite tricky. 

Sometimes I keep up to date via the live 

ticker. Or I watch recordings of what  

happened in the Bundesliga that day back  

at the hotel. I do get quiet weekends at 

home, as well. When that happens I listen  

to the Bundesliga round-up on the radio 

on Saturday afternoon.

What about other European leagues?
Well, I do drive for an Italian racing team 

[laughs]! Most people in our team are big 

Juventus fans, so I do automatically keep 

an eye on Serie A. Football is a great topic 

of conversation, so I try to always be on 

the ball. Otherwise, I also take an interest 

in La Liga in Spain, as I’ve been to see 

Barcelona play quite a few times.

Do you show your emotions as a fan?
I get very emotional for international  

matches, like when Germany beat Italy at  

the European Championship last year.  

When the game was on, we were in 

Sebastian, when did you first find  
yourself inside a football stadium? 
It must’ve been in the mid- to late 1990s. 

Borussia Mönchengladbach were playing in 

the Champions League and a friend took 

me to the game. I can’t remember who  

they were playing, though. These days, 

when I go to a game, I go and see Eintracht 

Frankfurt. They’re my local team.

Do you watch from an executive box?
Oh, no, I watch from the terraces. With the 

hardcore fans. 

Austria preparing for the Grand Prix week-

end. In the evening, we all watched the 

quarter-final together. You can imagine 

what that was like! One-all, then the 

penalty shoot-out that didn’t seem to want 

to end. I celebrated and shouted. It really 

was very emotional. 

How was the mood in the team after-
wards?
Oh, it was alright. Obviously, I walked in 

with my chest puffed out the next day!

You grew up with football. Did you  
never dream as a boy of becoming a 
professional footballer?
I was passionate when I played, but I  

never really joined a team as such. That 

was probably because I just wasn’t good 

enough. I used to really love being in 

possession, but didn’t much like giving the 

ball to anyone else. It was only later that  

I would understand what it takes to  

become a professional footballer. While 

there are lots of clubs all over every  

country, to really make it, a lot of things 

have to come together. And even then,  

the athlete in question has to be extraor-

din arily talented.

How would you explain the whole world’s 
captivation with football?
Everyone can identify with football – it’s 

easy to get into. To play the game, you 

don’t need any equipment or a perfect 

location. You don’t even need a grass pitch; 

any flat surface will do to begin with. 

“I WANT TO BE IN  
AMONGST IT, WHERE  
THE SINGING HAPPENS,  
WHERE THE REAL 
ATMOSPHERE IS.”

I 

t’s pouring down. Yet the rain and the 

cool temperatures in Zurich don’t stop 

the masses from visiting the zoo.  

Mums, dads and kids are queuing to  

get in. From here, you can see FIFA HQ, 

and you realise where the man in the 

baseball cap and the dark plaid shirt is 

heading. He stops for a moment before 

the entrance, pulls out his phone and 

dials a number. A few minutes later, 

Sebastien Vettel strides into the lounge 

on the first floor of the Home of FIFA. 

He shakes a couple of hands and smiles 

unassumingly.

10 /   FIFA 1904



Role model  
The four-time world champion 

is not just an idol for many 
children, but is also cited as an 
exemplary athlete by Germany 

coach Joachim Löw.
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TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL

Everyone has tried football at some point in 

their lives, even if only for a few minutes. 

And because everyone knows how hard it 

is to control a football, everyone can also 

appreciate what the professionals do. 

Is that different in Formula 1? 
Most people drive a car from the age of 18, 

but to pursue motor sports seriously, it 

takes more than that. You need committed 

parents, who drive their kids to go-carting 

races week after week. Parents prepared to 

take on all that effort for such a long time. 

Luckily, I had that.

And now you’re a four-time world  
champion and role model for lots of kids.
When I see how kids look at me, I think to 

myself, “You know what, that was me just  

a few years ago!” It’s fantastic to be able  

to give kids something to take away with 

them. When I was a junior driver, Michael  

Schumacher once presented me with a 

trophy. Meeting him was unforgettable.  

I grew into the job of being a role model 

automatically. First came the dream of 

becoming a racing driver, then my horizons 

widened, bit by bit. At the same time, you 

always have to be focused on backing up 

your performance levels and staying at  

the top.

What does it take to be the best at any 
given sport?
A lot of talent. That’s the basic prerequisite. 

After that, it’s about how much you’re 

willing to work to improve yourself. Lots of 

people have got as far as being a profes-

sional and then been happy with that. But 

that’s exactly when you need to pay 

attention to the details and continue to 

improve. That’s the only way to get to 

places that no one has ever been before. 

Sooner or later hard work is always 

rewarded. Whether it’s enough to be the 

best comes back to how much talent you 

have.

Who’s the best current footballer?
There are good reasons why Lionel Messi  

and Cristiano Ronaldo have had the title  

CAREER IN THE FAST LANE

Sebastian Vettel was three-and-a- 

half years old when he first sat in a 

go-cart. His father is a motor sports 

enthusiast and gave him his first few 

laps. In 2010, aged just 23, Vettel 

became the youngest Formula 1 

world champion of all time. In total, 

he won the World Championship 

four times with Red Bull, most 

recently in 2013. 

Vettel has been driving for Ferrari 

since 2015. In the drivers’ standings 

for the current season, the German 

is engaged in an exciting two- 

way tussle for the title with Lewis 

Hamilton. 

F04

of best footballer in the world to them-

selves for years now. Such consistency at 

the highest level is extraordinary. Who’s 

better? That’s not an easy question. Messi 

is perhaps the more talented footballer of 

the two, but that makes Ronaldo the harder 

worker and better athlete [read about 

Vettel‘s top 11 on p. 14 – ed.]. This mono-

poly at the top of football reminds me a  

lot of tennis, where the same four players 

have dominated the tour for years. Clearly, 

the players ranked five, six and seven  

are also good, but to get to the top that’s 

not enough. Not for a prolonged period, 

anyway.

Can you learn anything from other  
athletes?
Absolutely. The longer you’re in the busi-

ness, the more you feel the connection  

with athletes from other disciplines.  

I try to learn from them. What has shaped 

me and what I have to deal with affects 

every other professional sportsperson as 

well. Some kick a ball around, others hold  

a steering wheel, but the day-to-day 

challenges are the same. Training, discipline 

and mental strength are important for all 

athletes. 

With the difference that in Formula 1  
so much depends on the performance of 
one person – the driver.
The team mindset also applies in Formula 1, 

even if you maybe don’t get that impression 

from the outside. We don’t have 30 players, 

we have a team of 1,000 looking after  

two drivers. They’re all important. We win 

and lose together. Even though clearly I’m 

the one with the ultimate responsibility at 

the wheel.

Before the World Cup in 2010, Germany’s 
coach Joachim Löw cited you as an  
exemplary athlete. That was how he 
motivated his team…
Conversely, this generation of the Germany 

team has shaped me. To this day, seeing 

“I USED TO REALLY LOVE 
BEING IN POSSESSION,  
BUT DIDN’T MUCH LIKE  
GIVING THE BALL TO 
ANYONE ELSE.”
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“LOTS OF PEOPLE HAVE 
GOT AS FAR AS BEING 
A PROFESSIONAL AND 
THEN BEEN HAPPY 
WITH THAT. BUT THAT’S 
EXACTLY WHEN YOU NEED 
TO PAY ATTENTION TO 
DETAILS AND CONTINUE 
TO IMPROVE.”

Football shirt instead of racing suit  
Sebastian Vettel enjoys donning football boots  
for the odd charity match, but he never  
considered becoming a professional footballer. 
“That was probably because I just wasn’t good 
enough.”
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TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL

Sebastian Vettel 
sitting in the  
manager’s hot seat? 
“I’d send my dream 
eleven out in a  
3-3-2-2 formation,” 
he says.
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MANUEL NEUER
“The best goalkeeper in the world.”

SERGIO RAMOS
“Extremely good at winning  

duels and headers.”

MARCELO
“Works the left wing and takes 

charge of crosses.”

TONI KROOS
“Distributes the ball with  
dynamic forward passes.”

ANDRÉS INIESTA
“Responsible for flashes of  

inspiration and special moments  
in a match.”

LIONEL MESSI
“In my view the best player on the 

planet. No one runs faster with the ball. 
Genius passer and goalscorer.”

CRISTIANO RONALDO
“Totally versatile; just as good  

in the box as finding space  
dropping off deep.”

ROBERT LEWANDOWSKI
“The best in-the-box striker, with incredible 

reflexes and instinct for goal.  
Also has perfect shooting technique.”NEYMAR

“The man for the out-of-the-ordinary.  
Even if you don’t see him for 70 minutes,  

he can decide a game in the blink of an eye.”

MATS HUMMELS
“Calm on the ball and an eye  

for opening a game up.”

PAUL POGBA
“The ball-winner; also provides 

cover behind the midfield three.”
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players like Philipp Lahm or Bastian 

Schweinsteiger still brings memories of 

special moments flooding back. They 

helped launch a new era and were fantastic 

in the World Cup in Germany in 2006. I 

was actually at two of the games. My 

friends had all already passed their driving 

tests by then, so we were able to drive to 

the different host cities. I have happy 

memories of Brazil’s 4-1 win over Japan in 

Dortmund. 

What images have stuck with you?
Ronaldo, Ronaldinho, a five-goal World 

Cup game. But there was one other 

unforget table moment from that night: I got 

together with my current girlfriend! So my 

trip to the FIFA World Cup stadium in 

Dortmund was a key moment in my life.

You were 19 at the time. What’s the first 
World Cup you remember? 
That would be France ’98, with the incred-

ible Zinédine Zidane. That was also the  

year I first got a Panini sticker album. 

Unfortunately, Germany only made it to the 

quarter-finals, where they lost to Croatia. 

Croatia’s number 9, he was great…

Davor Šuker.
Exactly! Šuker.

How do you see things going for  
Germany in Russia next year?
I’d love to see my countrymen playing for 

the World Cup title again. For a few years, 

we’ve had the luxury of lots of quality 

players enjoying repeated success. Anyway, 

from outside, football seems to have 

changed a lot. It’s getting more and more 

professional. 

And what do you think of that change?
I think with innovation and change it’s 

always a matter of time and getting used  

to things. Video technology means that  

you can look at a contentious situation 

from multiple angles a number of times and 

reach a more objective decision. Yet, on 

the other hand, football is a sport that 

thrives on its tradition, and that includes 

the fact that not all refereeing decisions 

are 100% right. Now we can argue about 

whether this is unfair or whether it belongs 

in the game. I’m very happy that it’s not 

something I have to worry about. Instead,  

I can sit on the couch and say, “This is not 

how it all used to be!” Generally speaking 

I’m really more of a traditionalist, including 

in my own sport.

Yet rule changes are a constant in 
Formula 1…
Formula 1 is very complex. The stewards 

have to deal with an enormous rulebook 

and find the balance in order to guarantee 

a fair race. On the other hand there are 

things that just happen. You make  

mistakes and you have to face the conse-

quences. Situations will also always arise 

that are new and that you just have to 

evaluate one by one.

Would a footballer have the mental 
strength to compete in a Formula 1 race?
I’m sure they would. The expectation and 

the pressure that you have to cope with in 

competition are the same. It’s about 

attitude and mental strength, things that 

professional athletes train for. Obviously 

physical fitness plays an important role, 

too. In this regard, you can’t compare the 

two sports one-to-one.

What do you mean by that? 
I think Formula 1 drivers have better 

stamina than footballers. That doesn’t 

mean that we could cruise through a 

90-minute match. Footballers focus on 

interval training. They’re masters at picking 

up the tempo at the flick of a switch, then 

dropping it again. Racing drivers couldn’t 

keep up with them in that regard. However, 

if you were to measure who ran more 

kilometres over a one-hour run, a lot of 

people would be surprised by the results 

[laughs]!

“MESSI IS PERHAPS 
THE MORE TALENTED 
FOOTBALLER OF THE TWO, 
BUT THAT MAKES RONALDO 
THE HARDER WORKER 
AND BETTER ATHLETE.”
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Hawaii  
Brazilian Gabriel Medina  
in action in November 2016.

TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL
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Brazilian surf champion Gabriel Medina talks to FIFA 1904 about playing football on the beach, 
and why his 2014 World Championship title went some way to healing Brazil’s wounds. 
By Alan Schweingruber

GABRIEL MEDINA:  
“I’M IN LOVE 
WITH FOOTBALL”
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TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL

Gabriel, is it possible to avoid football growing up in Brazil? 
It’s impossible. Your first gift is usually a ball. So it’s cultural. Football is 

part of the Brazilian way of life.

Do footballers and surfers meet at the beach?
I love to play football on the beach. It’s not usual for me to meet 

football players on the beach. But on their vacations they tend to go  

to beaches, there’s this connection between football and surf.

How did you become a surfer?
I’m in love with football. I used to play every single day when I was a 

child and a friend of mine surfed and he took me out to surf. After that, 

playing football and surfing became a routine in my life, plus I was 

having fun among my friends, so I ended up enjoying it a lot. Then I 

started to compete, I got it right and then I became a pro. When I took 

it seriously, I told my family I wanted to be world surf champion and I 

made it. 

When did you realise that you were good enough to become a 
professional?
It came naturally, it was all for fun. I spent the entire day surfing.  

I didn’t know how to do it so well, but I kept trying. And then I  

discovered a gift that God gave me and I’ve kept it up.

Do you see analogies between surfing and football?
In both sports, to really stand out you need a special gift. It requires 

talent, ability. It’s not enough to be only hard-working and dedicated. 

You have to get accustomed to the athlete’s lifestyle, being focused full 

time, and concentrated, following the training routine. It’s a busy life,  

in which you have to give up many things in order to be good at what 

you have chosen to do. In these ways there are a lot of similarities 

between surfing and football.

What is the most exciting experience you have had regarding 
football in general? 
There was a charity game last year where I was able to play with 

Neymar, Emerson Sheik and Douglas Costa, among other players, and 

this experience was amazing, because I managed to score in this game 

and, at the same time, get close to my idols who I had always followed 

on TV and who are now friends of mine. We often talk to each other.  

It was a unique experience.

FIRST TITLE AT THE AGE OF 11
Gabriel Medina was born in São Sebastião, São Paulo, and grew 

up in the suburb of Maresias. He began surfing at the age of 

nine. He won the Brazilian U-12 Championship aged 11, and in 

2013 became junior WSL world champion before becoming pro 

world champion just one year later.

This year he founded the Gabriel Medina Institute in which he 

has invested around USD 1 million. The school’s office is located 

at the beach where he learnt to surf. Children up to the age of 

16 who have been selected for the surfing championships 

receive comprehensive training at the institute, as well as lessons 

in English and IT skills.

F04

Great mates 
Neymar (left) and 
Medina in 2014.

“Your first gift is usually a ball. It’s impossible  
to avoid football, which is part of the Brazilian  
way of life.”
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Football crazy  
Medina in Australia after winning the Quiksilver Pro Gold Coast in 
March 2014 (top), wearing the colours of his beloved Corinthians (right) 
and playing football at the age of 13.    
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You’ve founded an institute. Do you see yourself as an ambassador 
for young people?
Yes. The Gabriel Medina Institute runs programmes through which I’m 

trying to develop a little bit of what the sport gave me. Children see  

me as a role model. Whatever I do, they’re still watching, so with my 

institute I’m trying to leave a legacy for the sport. This can be inspiring 

and I hope other people can do something similar, no matter what  

the sport is. I think it’s really good. I’m still young and I know I’m a 

reference. I like to help children and young people.

You had a very successful 2014, the year the whole country was 
suffering after the Seleção lost in the semi-final of the World Cup 
against Germany. What was your role as a Brazilian winner in this 
context?
It was a weird year, because Brazil lost in the football and there was 

also the Brazilian volleyball team who were also defeated. So my title 

at the end of the year was a huge relief. It came at the best time 

possible. We know how the Brazilian fans are, so passionate, and I was 

a Brazilian winner. It was nice to see so many people happy, to feel that 

emotion, that passion that Brazil has for Brazilian sport. It was amazing.

You beat Kelly Slater in Tahiti. What kind of victory could you 
compare that to in the world of football? 
It could be compared to Brazil v. Argentina, with Messi playing as a 

forward [laughs].

Who is your favourite football team and why?
I support Corinthians! It was the team of my father, mother, grandfather, 

of my uncles, the team of my family. You always have to follow your 

family’s favourite team whether you like it or not. But of course, today  

I enjoy it and I wouldn’t change my team for any other.

What is your relation to Neymar? How did this come about?
I met Neymar in 2013. I went to his place when he still played for Santos. 

I gave him a present, it was a surfboard, but around that time we 

didn’t talk that often, especially because I used to travel a lot, I didn’t 

go out very much and I wasn’t doing anything much else outside the 

“2014 was a weird year, because the Seleção  
lost the semi-final against Germany and  
then there was the Brazilian volleyball team,  
who were also defeated. So my world title  
came at the best time possible.  
It was nice to see so many people happy.”

sport. I was more low profile. But then after two years we became closer, 

I’ve already travelled to Europe to visit him. He also came to Maresias. 

We’re good friends, he’s an incredible guy, on and off the pitch.

Do you like the development of modern football?
All the changes that benefit the sport – the athletes, the teams and, of 

course, the public, the fans – are all important. Some of them need time 

to assimilate, or need further study. But it’s always important to think 

about how to make sports even more attractive and competitive. 

Can Brazil win the 2018 World Cup?
Yes, of course. That could be seen during the FIFA World Cup qualifiers. 

Coach Tite is doing a terrific job. He’s a great coach and we have excep-

tional players, all talented. I would even hazard a guess that the final is 

going to be Brazil v. Germany, if they don’t meet before that [laughs].

California Medina riding a gnarly wave, three months before his world 
title triumph in 2014.
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Russian icon  
Yelena Isinbayeva came from  
a modest background and hit 
the heights of her sport. 

TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL
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“MY DREAM?  
FOR RUSSIA TO FINISH 
IN THE TOP THREE.”

lar,” says Isinbayeva to FIFA 1904 in July 2017, some 12 years after 

her exploits in London. “Athletes must be developed in many 

ways, because both pole vaulters and footballers must unite 

coordination and speed reactions.”

The two-time Olympic gold medallist and three-time world 

champion is a self-confessed football fan and was also part of the 

successful Russian bid team for the 2018 FIFA World Cup™. “My 

most memorable moment in football was in 2010 when Russia 

won the right to host the FIFA World Cup in 2018,” she says. 

“The World Cup is next year! We are excited to host the best 

World Cup ever!” 

The Russians’ organisation of the recent FIFA Confederations Cup 

was almost as smooth as one of Isinbayeva’s run-ups – the infra-

structure and facilities were flawless, and the mixture of local and 

foreign fans ensured that the tournament was a true festival of 

It is 22 July 2005 and the mild summer evening has drawn a huge 

crowd to the London Grand Prix at the National Sports Centre in 

Crystal Palace. There is a brilliant atmosphere in the stadium – 

small wonder, as the crowd has just seen Russian pole vaulter 

Yelena Isinbayeva set a new world record by clearing 4.96m and 

she is now eyeing an even greater height. The reigning Olympic 

champion asks for the bar to be set at 5.00m and allows herself a 

little smile. Then, as she psyches herself up, she smiles again. 

Happiness is etched all over her face, probably because she knows 

she has it in her to set a new high mark. She mutters some words 

of encouragement to herself before she sets off on her run-up. 

Her movement is smooth and powerful, her technique perfection 

as she plants, takes off, swings up, extends and, yes, clears the 

bar. She’s done it – Isinbayeva is the first woman to clear 5.00m. 

As she lands on the mat, she jumps straight back up and punches 

the air in joy before falling to her knees and leaning backwards  

on the mat before getting back to her feet to celebrate her new 

world record with the London crowd. 

COORDINATION AND SPEED REACTIONS
Her celebrations were not too dissimilar to those often seen on a 

football pitch. “Pole vaulting and football are both very spectacu-

Yelena Isinbayeva, the most successful female pole vaulter in history, talks to 
FIFA 1904 about the similarities between her sport and football, her club  
allegiance, and her hopes for the Russian team at the World Cup on home soil. 
By Perikles Monioudis

“Pole vaulting and football are both  
very spectacular.”
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football. Russia also set new standards with the introduc-

tion of the Fan ID system, which allows supporters to 

apply online for their Fan ID, which is then sent to their 

home address, no matter where they are in the world.  

The Fan ID also works as a visa, allowing fans to not only 

enter Russia but also to travel around from host city to 

host city free of charge. And that also applies to the home 

fans too! 

IN THE TOP THREE
Most fans of the Sbornaja, the Russian national team,  

will concede that the team is still some way off challenging 

the very best in the world – but that does not stop them 

dreaming. “Of course my dream – and the dream of all 

Russians – is for our team to be more successful than they 

were this year,” says Isinbayeva, talking about the Sborna-

ja’s relatively early exit from the Confederations Cup 2017. 

“We hope they will make it to the knockout stages and 

that they will aim to finish in the top three places in the 

World Cup. That is my dream for Russian football.” 

Like her fellow fans, Isinbayeva is aware that it will be a tall 

order for the Russians to claim a place on the podium, but 

she also knows just what can be achieved in sport with 

hard work and a professional attitude as winning became 

second nature to her, and from an early stage in her career 

too. She was blessed with talent, but just as importantly 

she also had the ability and drive to make the most of that 

talent. 

“I LIKE HOW THEY PLAY”
When she is not following the fortunes of the Sbornaja, 

Isinbayeva only has eyes for one other team. “My favourite 

team is Barcelona. I like their players. Especially Lionel 

Messi. I like how they play.” The similarities between the 

Jump of the century  
In London in 2005,  
a 23-year-old Isinbayeva... 
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Jump of the century  
... became the first woman  

to clear five metres. 

“My dream? For Russia to finish  
in the top three.”

UP, UP AND AWAY!
Yelena Isinbayeva was born in Volgograd, Russia on  

3 June 1982. Her honours include two Olympic golds 

(2004, 2008), a European Championship title (2006) and 

three world titles (2005, 2007, 2013). Over the course of 

her career, she set no fewer than 30 pole-vault world 

records (17 indoor and 13 outdoor). She was also named 

Female Athlete of the Year by the IAAF in 2004, 2005  

and 2008. She has been a member of the IOC Athletes’ 

Commission since 2016. 

F04

former world-class athlete and one of the leading club 

sides in the world are clear for all to see. The effortless 

ease with which Isinbayeva competed and swept all- 

comers aside, particularly in the early days of her career,  

is one of the key characteristics of every Barça side too. 

And anyone who has played for the Catalans usually has 

another reason or two to count himself lucky, whether 

that is down to the many victories and titles that inevitably 

come his way, or simply because going into work every 

day must be a pleasure, given that Barcelona tend to have 

some of the very best players in the world in their ranks. 

But the 2018 World Cup in Russia is now just around the 

corner, and the teams will no doubt set the bar high once 

again. It can only be hoped that the team that jumps the 

highest – onto the top of the podium – does so with as 

much elegance as Isinbayeva. 
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FELIX NEUREUTHER: 

MY WORLD CUP MOMENT

S
lalom and giant slalom specialist Felix Neureuther – son 

of skiing greats Rosi Mittermaier and Christian Neu-

reuther – could also have ended up a footballer. In his 

youth, he didn’t just take to the slopes, but also to the 

pitch (here he is in all his footballing glory at the age of nine). 

The same applies to his mate Bastian Schweinsteiger, who cut a 

fine figure not just on the football pitch, but also hurtling after 

Neureuther down the piste. 

Football or skiing? That was the question faced by each of the 

boys. Neureuther opted for the skis; Schweinsteiger for the 

studded boots. To this day, they love to get together to discuss 

who is best in which discipline and who would win in a competi-

tion in either.

Both have achieved great things. Felix Neureuther won World 

Cup gold with the German team in 2005, as well as silver in the 

2013 Slalom World Cup, bronze in the 2015 and 2017 editions, 

as well as 12 World Cup races.

bra

“The most memorable match for me was the 2014 World Cup final, when Germany beat Argentina  
to take the title in Brazil. I was sat with my friends in our local pub in Garmisch-Partenkirchen  

and watched Basti Schweinsteiger have the game of his life.  
That night, that match, that performance... nobody’s going to forget that.”
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Penalty shoot-out in the Alps  
Austrian snowboarders Philipp Kundratitz (left) and Mathias Weissenbacher 
stage a spot kick in the Alpine wastes. Although one could be forgiven for 
thinking the image has been photoshopped, one would be wrong – Kundratitz 
took off from the small mound on the left and caught the ball in mid-backflip.

SNAPSHOT
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Points, points, points 
Nowitzki has scored more 
than 30,000 regular-season 
points, making him the sixth 
most prolific scorer in NBA 
history.
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“THE HYPE IN THE 
USA BEGAN WITH 
DAVID BECKHAM”

Dirk Nowitzki is a big chap. At two metres and 13 centimetres, 

he towers majestically above all he surveys. Still, the Würzburg-

born power forward is a humble guy who is eager neither to 

step into the limelight nor to have a fuss made of him. He 

certainly doesn’t give it the big “I am”, and he only has one 

special request: a long bed. 

As most of us can only imagine, it’s not easy sleeping with  

cold feet dangling over the end of the frame, so his request is 

perfectly reasonable. In fact, it seems altogether very modest 

given the impressive career that Dirk Nowitzki can look back 

over now that he has ascended to the pantheon of basketball 

legends. Meanwhile, away from his “day job”, his heart is also 

pulled towards another ball game: football. “To dive into a 

challenge and slide ten to 20 metres across a rain-soaked 

pitch... that’s football. It’s a great sport to watch and it’s  

become so fast paced and athletic,” he says and soon he is 

waxing lyrical about classy link-up play, spectacular goals and 

moments of nail-biting tension. 

He doesn’t find football and basketball to be so different: 

“Having a feel for the ball is very important in both sports. 

Either you have it or you don’t. Then there’s the sense of how 

the team fits together and the understanding that you can only 

win by playing together.” Still, it’s not as if Nowitzki ever 

wanted to be a professional footballer. “It was clear quite early 

on that I’m relatively unburdened by talent when I have a ball 

at my feet,” he says with a smile. 

Dirk Nowitzki is one of the world’s greatest basketball players and has been making history in  
the NBA. At home, however, there is another ball game that shares his attentions: football.
By Annette Braun (text) and Philipp Reinhard (photos) in Frankfurt am Main

THE UNFORGETTABLE 1990 WORLD CUP FINAL
Nonetheless, he played football as a child – just like pretty much 

any other kid growing up in Germany. The young Nowitzki played 

“wall ball” for hours on end with his schoolmates. The aim of  

the game was to hit the wall with one touch of the ball – anyone  

who didn’t manage to hit the wall with their kick would be out. 

“Of course, you try to make it as hard as possible for the other 

kids so that they can’t control the ball anymore,” explains Nowitzki 

of the principle of the universal game that has always been a 

source of great fun for children around the world. His neighbour, 

meanwhile, didn’t see it that way. The above-mentioned wall 

formed one side of his house and was originally white... until it 

was festooned with countless imprints of a dirty football. 

Nowitzki still enjoys a kickaround – no longer against a wall, 

but for a good cause instead. This year saw the second edition 

of his charity match, “Champions for Charity”. Nowitzki has 

experienced the power of sport and the social influence that  

it can have for himself. At a very young age, he was already 

taller than his teachers and was often teased by other kids his 

age. “Basketball gave me a tonne of self-confidence because 

there I was just one of many big guys,” says Nowitzki, who 

appreciates the healing effects of sport. 

Still, when deciding the discipline for his charity match, he 

opted for football – and for a good reason: “Football is the 

most popular sport in the world. It has the furthest reach and 

can therefore make the biggest difference.”

TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL
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DIRK  
NOWITZKI 
ON...
... FOOTBALL IN THE USA
“When I came to the US in 1999, nobody knew about  

the German Bundesliga or the Premier League. In the last 

few years, however, the marketing of football has been 

ramped right up. Now, you can watch every Premier League 

game on TV and they are even going to start showing two 

or three matches from each round of the Bundesliga on  

FOX Sports. The national teams and the MLS have made 

huge strides forward. The hype began with the signing of 

David Beckham. These days, there are a lot of big name 

players here in the US and the games are great fun to watch. 

The passion for football among the population has grown  

so much that people get together to watch matches in 

Portland or Seattle just like in Europe and gather in city 

centres to walk together to the stadiums. There are fan 

clubs, the fans have chants and you really get the feeling 

that something’s growing here.” 

... FOOTBALL FEVER IN THE NBA
“Among the American players, American football and baseball are still pretty much the two most 

popular sports here alongside basketball. But among the European and African players, football has 

its own following in the NBA and inspires a great deal of interest and passion.” 

... THE 2018  
FIFA WORLD CUP
“Germany have to be among the favourites. 

After 2014, there seemed to be a bit of a  

hangover going on, but that’s normal when 

you’ve been working towards a goal for so long 

and then you achieve your dream. At the World 

Cup in 2018, the guys will be fully fit again and 

ready to compete for the title. It doesn’t matter 

who’s injured or who’s included in the squad:  

at the big tournaments, the Germans always 

show up. There are also now a lot of young 

players that have come through and have the 

hunger to capture the title. The established 

team members will show leadership and will 

bring their experience to bear.”

TOP ATHLETES AND FOOTBALL
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Above all, for Dirk Nowitzki the leather-panelled ball triggers 

one thing: emotion. For him, a truly unforgettable moment 

was the final of the 1990 World Cup: “Lothar Matthäus didn’t 

want to take a penalty because he’d felt a twinge in his foot. 

Andi Brehme stepped up in his place and struck the ball cleanly 

into the bottom left corner. And that was enough for us to beat 

Argentina and become world champions. It was incredible.” 

That summer, Nowitzki was 12 years old and watched the 

game with his family. Everyone sat transfixed by the TV and 

crossed their fingers.

The same spirit gripped the Nowitzki household 24 years later. 

When Mario Götze scored in extra time in the World Cup final 

in Brazil, the basketball star, who had arrived in Germany from 

Dallas only shortly before kick-off, again experienced a joy that 

knew no bounds: “I almost knocked over the table in my 

excitement. In an instant, any trace of jet lag was gone.”  

When it comes to football, the otherwise balanced and calm 

Dirk Nowitzki finds it difficult to keep his emotions in check. 

“During a match, it’s not uncommon for me to yell at the TV,” 

he admits openly.

Eyes on the ball  
Whether it is the Premier League, the 

Bundesliga, the MLS or the German  
national team, Nowitzki always  

follows the latest developments.

ALL EYES ON …  
DIRK NOWITZKI

His cousin introduced him to basketball when he was 12 or  

13. By the time he was 20, he had left his peaceful home town of 

Würzburg in Bavaria to hit the big time and take the NBA by storm. 

Nowitzki is now 39 years old and he can look back over a career littered 

with achievements. He has stuck with the same team – the Dallas  

Mavericks – since the start of his American adventure and together they 

won the NBA Finals in 2011, when he also won the NBA Finals Most 

Valuable Player Award. In early 2017, Nowitzki joined basketball’s elite, 

becoming only the sixth player in the history of the NBA to score more 

than 30,000 points. A regular in NBA All-Star line-ups and the 

Bavarian engine of the German national team with whom he 

won World Championship bronze in 2002 and European 

Championship silver in 2005, Dirk Nowitzki is rightly 

referred to as one of the greatest basketball 

players of all time.
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“Football has always been a family affair for us,” says Nowitzki. 

His wife, Jessica Olsson, is Swedish and her brothers – twins 

Marcus and Martin – are professional players who frequently 

have their brother-in-law watching on TV or from the stands. 

“One plays for Derby County and the other for Swansea City. 

Therefore, we watch loads of Premier League games and are 

always talking about football.” Last summer, Nowitzki was also 

in France for the European Championship: “We went with the 

whole family, the kids included, to see two of Sweden’s group 

matches – against Italy and Belgium. Although we had Zlatan 

Ibrahimović, we unfortunately couldn’t make it through.” 

“INVEST IN YOUNG PLAYERS!”
He’s hoping for another successful conclusion at the 2018 

World Cup – whether for the Swedish or the German team, he 

doesn’t mind as his heart beats for both. If there should be a 

direct encounter between the two, his preferred victor is clear: 

“Naturally, I’d be fully behind Germany. I’m certain that my 

brothers-in-law would understand.”

And what if Dirk was to switch places with Joachim Löw for a 

day: who would be his tip to play for the national squad in  

Russia? “Serge Gnabry has great potential. He could be the 

player that helps Jogi Löw and the team to retain the title,” 

hints Nowitzki, carefully speaking in the conditional as he 

would never be so arrogant as to try to influence the decisions 

of a World Cup-winning coach. 

During contract negotiations with the Dallas Mavericks this 

summer, Nowitzki was equally and typically modest. “Invest 

the money in promising young players that have a glorious 

future ahead of them. Old Dirk will then take whatever’s left,” 

he said to the club management in his own inimitable way.  

He showed once more something that cannot be denied: just 

as great as his career in basketball and his love of football have 

been, so are his qualities as a human being.

“Football is the most popular sport in the world.  
It has the furthest reach and can therefore  
achieve the most.”

In love with the game  
Nowitzki doesn’t just watch football –  
he also loves a kickabout!
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Austrian ski jumper Stefan Kraft soared serenely 
to a world record leap of 253.5 metres this year. 
When watching football, though, the ski  
jumping champion is not always able to keep  
his emotions in check.
Annette Braun asked the questions

Stefan, who is your high flyer on the football pitch? 
David Alaba. Not only does he play for my favourite team, Bayern 

Munich, but he’s a fellow Austrian, too!

What sets him apart?
He’s a really nice, likeable guy, but at the same time he’s highly discip

lined. He’s someone who’s always working hard to improve himself, 

and that makes him a role model. Obviously, I could also watch Lionel 

Messi for hours on end. The things he can do with the ball are crazy.

Did you ever play, yourself?
Until I was 13, I played for SV Schwarzach. I was always a fan of 

Ronaldo.

Were you a striker too?
Yes. I was always a small and nimble type of player, so I played in 

attack.

“WITH JUMP TRAINING, 
EVEN SMALL PLAYERS CAN 
DOMINATE IN THE AIR”
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Lift-off!  
Stefan Kraft soars 

through the sky  
in Planica, Slovenia 

in March 2017.

And now? Do you still play?
Football tennis is a fun and intensive fixture throughout the season 

for us in our team. This summer, my roommate Michi Hayböck – who 

is a rabid Barcelona fan, by the way – and I will also play a friendly 

against each other with our old football clubs. They’re already placing 

bets back home [laughs]!

Who’s more likely to win?
We shall see! Michi is a really good player. We like to test ourselves 

against each other on the PlayStation sometimes, too. And should 

Bayern happen to be playing Barça in the Champions League, things 

really hot up between us.

How does the evening have to go for you to be happy? 
Generally speaking, I find an evening of football enjoyable if Bayern 

win [laughs]. Like in 2013, when we won the Champions League.  

I prefer to watch with friends. We throw something tasty on the 

barbeque, and then the party can start. On matchdays I’m always in  

a really good mood! 

And how do you react to defeats?
My worst moment in football was probably when Bayern lost the 

“Dahoam final” in 2012. We were on a training course in Oberstdorf 

and watched the match on a giant screen. We were the better team, 

had more chances, but then still suffered such a narrow, bitter loss.  

I was totally floored. 
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Austria is a winter sports nation. So how big a deal is football there? 
Football is a world sport, and one that anyone can play and anyone can 

talk about. There’s a passion for football in almost every country, and 

Austria’s no different. We also have a lot of fantastic and enthusiastic 

fans on our side in skiing and ski jumping, though. Every year, for 

instance, I’m blown away when we go to Innsbruck and Bischofshofen  

in the Four Hills Tournament and we get roared on by thousands of fans 

in the stadium. 

Would an average Austrian be more likely to be able to name all  
the jumpers in the ski-jumping squad or the players in the national 
football team? 
We ski jumpers probably have an advantage there in that there aren’t 

that many of us and our squad doesn’t change so quickly. So I’d have  

to say that the average Austrian would find it easier to name the ski 

jumpers. 

What can footballers learn from ski jumpers? 
Maybe how to fly at the right moment [laughs]. No, but joking aside,  

I think you can always learn something from other sports – it’s thinking 

outside the box, essentially. Let me mention jump training. It can make 

even small players dominant in the air.

So would you trust a footballer to leap from a ski jump? 
The way David Alaba looked when I showed him a 240-metre jump  

I did a couple of years ago, probably not! I mean, you have to start with 

little jumps. 

What football skills would help with ski jumping?
Footballers often have tremendous take-off power, which is of course 

absolutely instrumental. On the other hand, and for logical reasons, 

they’re trained for a completely different kind of stress on the body. 

Stamina, for example, is something you don’t need as a ski jumper.  

One thing that is very important, however, is to really stretch yourself  

out to get into a perfect jumping position. I’d love to see the footballers 

do that!

What would you do if Austria won the FIFA World Cup one day? 
Now that is a good question. To be quite honest, I’ve never considered 

the idea. But never say never. If that happened, I would totally flip out 

– along with the whole of Austria. Preferably live in the stadium! 

KING OF THE AIR
2017 was the perfect year for Stefan Kraft. Not only did the ski 

jumper bring home the World Cup for the first time, but at the 

World Championship in Lahti, Finland, he also became double 

world champion, winning on both the normal and the large hills.  

The 24-year-old Austrian had his breakthrough two years ago.  

In the 2014-15 season, he won the prestigious Four Hills  

Tournament, in which jumpers compete at four different venues 

in Germany and Austria over the course of just a few days. 

F04

“I find an evening of football enjoyable if  
Bayern win.”

Local boy in the photograph  
Kraft poses in a shirt of his local team, SV Schwarzach.
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PLACE Yorkin, Costa Rica
DATE 15 August 2015
TIME 14:50
PHOTOGRAPHER Ivan Kashinsky

FIRST LOVE
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Welcome to our  
expanding network 
Award-winning service and hospitality awaits you on-board one of 
the youngest fleets in the sky. With comfortable seating, delectable 
cuisine and over 3,000 in-flight entertainment options, you will 
experience a flight like never before. Fly with Qatar Airways to 
more than 150 destinations worldwide. 

Visit qatarairways.com



PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE

INDIA LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR 
A TRUE REVOLUTION

J
ust about a year ago, I visited Goa 

to take part in the FIFA U-17 World 

Cup India 2017 emblem launch.  

At that time, I described the  

tournament as “an exceptional 

opportunity to combine two of FIFA’s core 

missions: to organise competitions and to 

promote football development”.

It is interesting to look back at that moment 

in September 2016. Four months earlier,  

we had presented the FIFA Forward  

Development Programme to the 66th FIFA 

Congress in Mexico City. A few weeks later, 

I unveiled the “FIFA 2.0: The Vision for the 

Future” document at a FIFA Council meeting.

This retrospection is interesting because it 

gives us a perspective of just how far we 

have come in a relatively short period of 

time. How FIFA has defined a master plan 

and honed the tools to put it into practice. 

Because as much as football is massively 

popular, the planet is still bursting with 

fertile ground to develop the game a  

lot further. It is FIFA’s obligation to identify 

these opportunities and work for them to 

flourish.

The example of India is a particularly illus-

trative one. Although football has been 

making considerable strides in the country 

for years now, there is a unanimous sense 

that the room for growth is still of gigantic 

proportions. India is a football boom waiting 

to happen: it is simply a matter of investing 

in development – and, more importantly, 

doing so in a wise and effective manner. 

This is what the FIFA Forward Programme 

aims to achieve with tailor-made projects. 

For every territory in the world, there is a 

sensible plan to help football grow. 

Today, as we count down towards the kick- 

off of the FIFA U-17 World Cup in October, 

India is fortunate enough to have this youth 

tournament as a valuable spotlight shining 

right over its development plan. With the 

“Mission 11 Million”, which is taking foot-

ball to schools across the whole country, 

India has been laying the foundations for a 

true revolution. A revolution of development 

and popularisation. 

The FIFA U-17 World Cup is, by its very 

definition, a stepping stone for young 

footballers to experience what the global 

stage feels like. This year’s edition, though, 

has the potential to be even more than that 

and become a springboard for football in 

one of the greatest countries in the world.

I will be watching and supporting.

Gianni Infantino 

FIFA President

Yours in football,
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FIFA NEWS

At the 6th UNESCO International Conference of Ministers and  

Senior Officials Responsible for Physical Education and Sport, 

which was recently held in Kazan, Russia, FIFA Secretary General 

Fatma Samoura stressed the importance of partnerships between 

governments, national associations and FIFA to enhance access  

for all to sport and to increase the contribution of sport – notably 

football – in the realisation of sustainable development goals.  

Social integration, the main theme of this year’s conference, is  

also at the heart of FIFA’s ongoing work and initiatives. As an 

example of a meaningful synergy, Samoura outlined the “Football 

for Schools” projects, which aim to incorporate the promotion  

and practice of football and other sports for girls and boys in the  

school curriculum. As part of FIFA’s strategic roadmap “FIFA 2.0: 

The Vision for the Future” and the FIFA Forward Development  

Programme, the design and implementation of these programmes 

contribute to the development of the game at national level while 

placing the game at the service of local communities. The projects 

provide support through tangible actions such as renovating 

existing pitches, training instructors, coaches and referees,  

providing equipment and promoting life skills through capacity- 

building in training methods and social education components. 

In July, FIFA joined forces with UEFA to host “UEFA/FIFA Women  

in Leadership – taking a next step together”, an event coinciding 

with the UEFA Women’s EURO in the Netherlands. The aim was to 

honour more than 150 candidates who have successfully completed 

the programme to promote women in leadership positions at  

UEFA and FIFA. The event in Amsterdam was organised to herald 

the next step and develop a new and improved version of the 

programme and adapt it to the needs of the member associations 

and confederations – with the help of the many graduates.  

“Participating in the programme changed my life forever. I 

wouldn’t be here on this stage, and I would have never been 

appointed to the position that I am in now, if I’d not had the 

opportunity to take part in that programme,” said Sarai Bareman, 

FIFA’s Chief Women’s Football Officer, to the alumni.

Between 17 June and 2 July, Russia was the setting for a spectacu-

lar tournament with eight countries – the champions of the six 

confederations together with the Russian hosts and the reigning 

world champions from Germany – doing battle for the FIFA  

Confederations Cup. Once again it was the Germans who walked 

away with the trophy, their new-look squad sending a clear  

message to all teams hoping to claim their World Cup crown next 

year. The tournament also gave fans the opportunity to see some 

of the biggest names in the game as well as some of the stars of 

tomorrow. Facts and figures: Ranking: 1. Germany, 2. Chile,  

3. Portugal. adidas Golden Ball: Julian Draxler. adidas Golden 

Glove: Claudio Bravo. adidas Golden Boot: Timo Werner. 

The FIFA U-17 World Cup will take place in India between 6 and  

28 October 2017. The draw in Mumbai, which was attended by 

two FIFA Legends in the shape of Nwankwo Kanu and Esteban 

Cambiasso, placed the 24 teams in the following groups: 

SAMOURA ADDRESSES  
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF SPORTS MINISTERS

WOMEN IN  
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

RUSSIA 2017 –  
A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

COUNTDOWN TO U-17 WORLD 
CUP IN INDIA
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“My goal against England 

wouldn’t have stood if this 

technology had been 

around,” admits Diego 

Maradona. Nevertheless,  

the Argentinian legend is 

effusive in his praise for the 

new system. “Technology 

brings transparency and 

quality, and it provides a 

positive outcome for teams 

who decide to attack and 

take risks.” In calling for 

transparency, Maradona cast 

his mind back to the 1986 

FIFA World Cup Mexico™ and his famous “Hand of God” goal 

against England. “Obviously I think about it whenever I show my 

support for the use of technology,” he said with a laugh. “And I’ll 

tell you something else: at the 1990 World Cup I used my hand to 

clear the ball off the line against the Soviet Union. We were lucky 

because the referee didn’t see it. You couldn’t use technology back 

then, but it’s a different story today.”

The longest-ever national FIFA 

World Cup Trophy Tour will start 

in Russia this September, and 

over a 123-day journey covering 

more than 26,000km, the 

trophy will visit 24 Russian  

cities, from Vladivostok in the 

far east to Kaliningrad, the most 

westerly of the host cities. 

The FIFA World Cup Trophy Tour 

is a joint venture between FIFA 

and long-standing partner 

Coca-Cola. In 2013 and 2014, 

more than a million fans fulfilled the dream of every football  

player and saw the actual World Cup trophy with their very  

own eyes.

MARADONA PRAISES  
VAR TECHNOLOGY

WORLD CUP TROPHY TOUR  
IN RUSSIA

No ball. No players. No game. Just people watching football. From 

5 August to 10 September, the museum will host an exhibition 

of Tunisian sports journalist Faouzi Mahjoub’s fascinating snap-

shots, taken in Africa in the 1960s and 1970s. Free entry.

Zurich’s Long Night of Museums will take place on 2 September 

2017 (19:00 to 02:00), when the museum will organise a special 

“Midnight Pinball Challenge”. Free entry with a “Long Night of 

Museums” wristband.

As a coach, Ottmar Hitzfeld won two UEFA Champions League 

titles and was also in charge of the Swiss national team from 2008 

to 2014. At 19:30 on 7 September 2017, he will drop by to talk 

about tactics, the psychological side of the game and developments 

in football. Free entry.

CULTURAL EVENTS AT  
THE FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL 
MUSEUM IN ZURICH
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Last updated:
10 August 2017

 Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points

FIFA/COCA-COLA MEN’S WORLD RANKING

1 Brazil 1 1604

2 Germany -1 1549

3 Argentina 0 1399

4 Switzerland 1 1329

5 Poland 1 1319

6 Portugal -2 1267

7 Chile 0 1250

8 Colombia 0 1208

9 Belgium 1 1194

10 France -1 1157

11 Spain 0 1114

12 Italy 0 1059

13 England 0 1051

14 Mexico 2 1046

15 Peru -1 1023

16 Croatia -1 1007

17 Uruguay 0 995

18 Wales 2 951

19 Sweden -1 933

20 Iceland -1 927

21 Costa Rica 5 918

22 Slovakia -1 917

23 Northern Ireland -1 897

24 Iran -1 893

25 Egypt -1 866

26 USA 9 865

27 Ukraine -2 843

28 Congo DR 0 822

29 Republic of Ireland 0 816

30 Bosnia and Herzegovina 0 815

31 Senegal -4 794

32 Ecuador -1 791

33 Turkey 0 779

34 Tunisia 0 776

35 Cameroon 1 737

36 Netherlands -4 734

37 Austria 0 723

38 Greece 0 716

38 Nigeria 1 716

40 Czech Republic 0 714

40 Paraguay 0 714

42 Serbia 0 713

42 Romania 0 713

44 Japan 2 696

45 Australia 0 691

46 Denmark 1 683

47 Burkina Faso -3 678

48 Algeria 0 677

49 Korea Republic 2 674

50 Ghana 0 665

51 Slovenia 2 652

52 Bulgaria 2 643

52 Montenegro 2 643

54 Côte d'Ivoire 2 636

55 Haiti -6 625

56 Hungary 1 616

57 Jamaica 19 614

58 Scotland 0 612

59 Saudi Arabia 2 601

60 Morocco 0 600

61 Panama -9 592

62 Russia 0 590

63 Albania 0 583

64 Uzbekistan 1 579

65 Mali -6 545

66 South Africa -2 536

66 Guinea 0 536

68 Bolivia -1 532

69 Venezuela 0 521

70 Israel 0 512

71 Belarus 0 503

72 Armenia 1 480

73 Uganda 1 464

74 United Arab Emirates 1 459

75 Honduras -3 455

76 Sierra Leone 7 448

77 China PR 0 447

78 Qatar 1 433

79 Azerbaijan 1 427

80 Syria 2 423

81 Congo 5 413

82 Kenya 2 412

83 Trinidad and Tobago -5 399

83 Libya 4 399

85 Norway 3 391

86 Mauritania -5 384

86 Curaçao -18 384

88 Gabon 3 381

89 Faroe Islands 1 376

90 Madagascar -1 370

91 Benin 2 369

92 Guinea-Bissau -7 365

93 Palestine 1 364

94 Cyprus 1 358

95 Canada 5 352

96 Zambia -4 345

97 India -1 341

98 Estonia 0 334

99 Lithuania 0 333

100 Guatemala 2 331

101 Zimbabwe 0 325

102 Iraq 1 324

103 El Salvador 0 320

104 Mozambique -7 315

105 Kazakhstan 1 308

106 Malawi 5 306

107 Suriname 0 305

108 Jordan 0 299

109 Nicaragua -4 295

110 Finland 0 293

110 Korea DPR 3 293

112 Georgia 0 290

113 Togo -4 289

114 Cape Verde Islands 1 284

115 Antigua and Barbuda 2 276

116 Equatorial Guinea 2 272

116 Niger 0 272

118 Central African Republic 1 271

119 Rwanda 8 260

120 Oman -1 259

120 Tanzania -6 259

120 Ethiopia 16 259

123 New Zealand -1 258

124 Bahrain -1 257

125 St Kitts and Nevis -1 255

125 Lebanon -1 255

127 Philippines -1 249

128 Kyrgyzstan -1 248

129 Andorra 0 246

130 Thailand 1 243

131 Latvia -1 242

132 Burundi -11 235

133 Liberia 17 232

134 Vietnam -1 231

135 FYR Macedonia -1 228

136 Luxembourg -1 223

136 Namibia 20 223

138 Angola 3 220

139 Swaziland -7 217

140 Botswana -2 201

141 Turkmenistan -4 200

142 Maldives 0 199

143 Comoros -3 197

143 Lesotho -5 197

145 New Caledonia -2 196

146 Hong Kong -1 192

146 Yemen -1 192

148 South Sudan -5 185

148 Chinese Taipei -1 185

150 Tahiti -2 181

151 Tajikistan -2 180

152 Sudan 12 179

153 Chad -2 168

154 Puerto Rico -2 167

155 Solomon Islands -1 162

156 Afghanistan -1 160

157 Myanmar 0 157

158 Gambia 3 156

159 Moldova -1 154

160 Mauritius -7 150

161 Dominican Republic -2 144

162 Grenada 1 140

163 Guyana -3 135

164 Papua New Guinea -2 130

165 Bhutan -1 123

166 Belize 1 119

166 Malaysia 1 119

168 Barbados 13 118

169 Nepal 1 117

169 St Vincent and the Grenadines 10 117

171 Laos 0 116

171 Singapore -2 116

173 Aruba -1 113

174 Kuwait -1 111

175 Indonesia 0 110

176 Cambodia -3 109

177 Dominica 0 107

178 São Tomé e Príncipe -2 98

179 St Lucia 4 95

180 Kosovo -3 90

181 Fiji -1 87

182 Cuba -18 80

183 Macau -1 79

184 Bermuda 0 72

185 Guam 3 69

186 American Samoa -1 64

186 Cook Islands -1 64

188 Brunei Darussalam 0 62

189 Bangladesh 1 60

190 Malta 1 56

190 Liechtenstein 1 56

192 Djibouti -7 53

192 Samoa 1 53

194 Seychelles 0 52

195 Vanuatu -1 51

196 Timor-Leste 0 42

197 Sri Lanka 0 34

198 Mongolia 0 30

199 US Virgin Islands 0 26

200 Pakistan 0 24

201 Montserrat 0 20

202 Turks and Caicos Islands 0 13

202 Cayman Islands 0 13

204 San Marino 0 12

205 British Virgin Islands 0 6

206 Anguilla 0 0

206 Bahamas 0 0

206 Eritrea 0 0

206 Gibraltar 0 0

206 Somalia 0 0

206 Tonga 0 0

http://www.fifa.com/worldranking
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The Fan ID passed the FIFA Confederations Cup test with flying 

colours, and will surely make the 2018 World Cup an even more 

attractive proposition.

If you fancy the idea of following your team around from venue 

to venue in Russia next year but think it might be too far away 

and the whole process too complicated – too dangerous, even – 

then think again. The world’s biggest country has so much to offer 

when it comes to culture, cuisine and scenery, not to mention 

going out (the drinks go down a treat, too). An ideal location 

for a football fiesta, then, and for fans everywhere to visit. 

Fans planning to make the big trip should start, naturally enough, 

by buying tickets online. Then the real business of planning the 

journey begins. Once the flights have been booked, it’s a question 

of registering for a Fan ID, which is needed to get into the 

stadium – having a ticket alone is not enough. Ideally, you 

should apply for a Fan ID as soon as possible at www.fan-id.ru. 

The document boasts an impressive range of benefits: on the 

reverse is the same biometric data contained in your passport, 

which thus removes the need to obtain a visa to enter Russia.  

It also enables holders to travel free on public transport in and 

between the host cities. Free transport – now that can’t be bad. 

Having the Fan ID safely with you makes the trip both to and 

around the country so much easier, plus the document is sent 

by post to the applicant‘s home. 

2018 FIFA WORLD CUP

Anyone deciding to go to a World Cup match while they are  

in Russia can also obtain a Fan ID in the host city or even at  

the stadium itself without any fuss. You can’t miss the spacious 

downtown distribution centres or the white, tent-like structures 

outside the stadiums bearing the sign “Fan ID Center”. So,  

how does it work? You go in, draw a number and are served 

very quickly. After showing your passport, a photo is taken  

and you fill out the application form. A few minutes later, you 

go to a desk, where you are issued with your own personal 

laminated Fan ID adorned with an elegant ribbon. Armed with 

this and your ticket, you now have everything you need to enjoy 

a safe visit to the stadium. 

You’re sure to receive a friendly welcome from the hard-working 

young staff in the Fan ID tents, football fans one and all, and 

dedicated to providing an outstanding service to fans from all 

over the world. Short waiting times, a good atmosphere in the 

tent and satisfied customers – everyone’s a winner.

mpe

THE MAGIC CARD

Ready for the fans  
There will be many friendly faces at 
the hard-to-miss Fan ID centres at the 
Russian World Cup stadiums, waiting 
to welcome and help fans – just as 
they did at the Confederations Cup.  
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THEN

Members of the England team, including a hatless Geoff Hurst, wait in the lounge at Heathrow Airport  
before boarding their flight to Mexico. Striker and part-time DJ Jeff Astle is clearly already in party mood.

1970  
LONDON, ENGLAND
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NOW

Have ghetto blaster will travel: Cameroon players groove to the beats en route  
to their match with Australia in the Confederations Cup.

2017  
SAINT PETERSBURG, RUSSIA
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“FOOTBALL CAN HEAL SOUTH SUDAN” 

The new president of 

the South Sudan 

Football Association, 

Francis Amin (above), wants to 

use the unique power of 

football to unify the youngest 

country in the world. ”I’m 

trying to use football as a tool 

to unite the people of South 

Sudan. Football can bring 

them together as one,” said 

Amin, who was elected presi-

dent in FIFA-supervised elec-

tions. ”We have the example 

of the national team. When 

they have a match, all the 

people forget about their 

problems, they come all of 

them under one flag of the 

national team.” Amin now 

wants to promote football 

development in South Sudan 

so that the nation can estab-

lish itself on the continental 

stage. Amin sees the training 

of coaches and referees, as 

well as pushing women’s 

football and encouraging new 

players to take up the sport,  

as key areas to focus on. “I’m 

a businessman, so I’m thinking 

of how to make an investment 

section in the football associ-

ation. When we get some 

income and after that get 

some facilities, it will be easy,” 

Amin told the BBC. He is also 

planning to establish a super 

league in 2018. 

COACHING COURSE 
IN RWANDA 

FFAS LAUNCHES 
SUMMER YOUTH 
LEAGUE 

SAMOA CELEBRATES 
“HEALTH AND  
WELLNESS WEEK” 

Thirty football 

coaches have taken 

part in a FIFA- 

funded advanced training 

course in Rwanda. Over five 

days, FIFA instructor Ulric 

Mathiot of the Seychelles 

brought the participants up to 

speed in various areas and 

helped get them in shape for 

their upcoming duties.

The Football  

Federation  

American Samoa 

celebrated the nation’s inde-

pendence day in true  

footballing fashion, holding  

its annual tournament to 

launch the 2017 FFAS Summer 

Youth League. The opening 

day saw over 600 children  

and young people participate 

in 62 teams – a significant 

Thousands of 

girls and boys 

across five districts in Upolu 

cheered “No to Obesity!” at a 

series of Just Play festivals to 

celebrate Health and Wellness 

Week and wrap up a series of 

sessions focusing on healthy 

lifestyles in Samoa. The nine 

festivals involving 11 schools 

taught children about their 

right to play and the import-

ance of physical activity in 

reducing the risk of non- 

communicable diseases. Just 

Play teachers and volunteers 

also educated and encouraged 

children about making healthy 

food choices, such as eating 

fruit and vegetables instead of 

junk food and fizzy drinks. The 

festivals – which invite parents 

and community members to 

get involved in Just Play – help 

to share and reiterate impor-

tant health messages to 

children throughout the 

community.

increase compared to last 

year’s league – and FFAS 

President Sen. Faiivae Iuli  

Alex Godinet (below) ex-

pressed his excitement at the 

impressive turnout as he 

officially opened the league. 

“It is great to see a big  

increase in teams competing 

in this year’s competition,”  

he said. The league offers 

non-competitive football for 

the mixed divisions for grades 

4-6 and 7-9, as well as a boys’ 

division and a girls’ division, 

both for grades 10-12. The 

boys’ division for grades 13-15 

will play one round-robin  

competition with the top four 

teams continuing to a play- 

off round to determine the 

division winner. Meanwhile, 

the girls’ division for grades 

13-15 will also play a 

round-robin competition, but 

will instead play two rounds 

and determine the winner 

based on points at the end of 

the competition.
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SAVIĆEVIĆ GIVEN 
FIFTH MANDATE  
IN MONTENEGRO 

Dejan Savićević has 

been unanimously re- 

elected as president 

Victor Santos will 

stay at the helm 

of football in 

Andorra for the next four 

years, after being re-elected 

for a second term as president 

of the Andorran FA (FAF). 

Santos’ first term brought 

considerable progress within 

Andorran football. The senior 

national team has enjoyed 

victories this year against 

Hungary in a FIFA World Cup 

qualifier and San Marino in a 

friendly, while development 

work has also seen encourag-

ing results at U-21 and youth 

levels. While continuing to 

develop existing projects, 

Santos said that emphasis will 

also be placed on nurturing 

women’s football. Andorra’s 

national women’s team has 

made its first appearances in 

qualifiers for the UEFA Wom-

en’s EURO and FIFA Women’s 

World Cup in recent times.

THREE NEW  
NATIONAL  
TEAMS FOR  
NEW ZEALAND 

SANTOS STAYS  
AT THE HELM  
IN ANDORRA 

NEW PRESIDENT 
AND EIGHT SEMI- 
PROFESSIONAL 
REFEREES  
FOR 2017/18 

More talented Kiwis 

will soon get the 

chance to compete 

on the global stage in the 

rapidly growing sport of futsal 

after the establishment by 

New Zealand Football of three 

new national teams, including 

a Futsal Ferns side for the 

country’s elite women. Male 

and female U-18 squads will 

also be introduced, comple-

menting the existing Futsal 

Whites national men’s side, 

creating a clear player develop-

ment pathway to senior 

international level for both 

men and women. The intro-

duction of the new teams 

arrives after a period of huge 

growth for the indoor game 

since it was brought under  

the umbrella of New Zealand 

Football in 2010. There has 

been a 340% increase in 

playing numbers in the past six 

years with over 22,000 futsal 

players now registered. While 

all areas of futsal have flour-

ished, the women’s game has 

experienced a particularly high 

rate of development with a 

23% rise in participation since 

2015. The group of players 

who make up the inaugural 

squad are set to make history 

but it will not be the first time 

New Zealand has been repre-

sented at women’s inter-

national level. A national side 

was put together to compete 

in the FISU World University 

Futsal Championships in Brazil 

a year ago and even earned 

the country’s first-ever point at 

a world event with a 2-2 draw 

against Kazakhstan, as well as 

taking a shock two-goal lead 

over defending champions 

Brazil before being defeated.

Gérard Linard (above) 

has been elected  

as the new President  

of the Belgian Football  

Association (URBSFA). The 

74-year-old succeeds François 

De Keersmaecker, who has 

stepped down after eleven 

years at the association’s helm. 

Linard has been given a  

two-year mandate, and is the 

eleventh president in the 

URBSFA’s history. A financial 

expert, Linard was a member 

of the URBSFA’s executive 

committee from 2009, and 

was interim general secretary 

between February 2015  

and October 2016. Linard 

identified four key words for 

his presidency – “harmonise, 

digitalise, centralise and 

modernise. I want to be the 

president of everyone.” The 

URBSFA is set to launch a  

new initiative aimed at  

professionalising refereeing, 

with eight referees becoming 

semi-professional next season. 

The aim is to gradually increase 

that figure over time in order 

to have ten semi-professional 

referees by 2018/19 and 12 by 

2019/20. ”We intend to work 

intensively on their pre-match 

preparation, match analysis 

and coaching. They will spend 

one-and-a-half days a week 

practising at our national 

football centre,” explained 

Johan Verbist, head of referee-

ing at the URBSFA. “We hope 

to improve the skills of every 

single one of those match 

officials. But we won’t just be 

helping our semi-professional 

referees. All of our referees are 

equally important to us, and 

we will obviously continue to 

support the others as well.” 

The association hopes that, in 

addition to improving the 

quality of refereeing in domes-

tic football, this initiative will 

also result in Belgian referees 

featuring more prominently at 

international level.
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RE-ELECTED  
WINDTNER LOOKS 
TO THE FUTURE 

PAVELKO BEGINS 
NEW TERM  
IN UKRAINE 

AIMAR NAMED 
NEW ARGENTINA 
U-17 COACH 

Andriy Pavelko (below) 

has been re-elected as 

president of the 

Football Federation of Ukraine 

(FFU) for a five-year term at 

the association’s congress. 

Pavelko, who is 41, was elect-

ed to the FFU executive com-

mittee in 2003, and became 

association vice-president in 

September 2012. He served as 

FFU interim president from 

January 2015, before being 

elected as president in March 

of the same year. Following his 

election, Pavelko outlined the 

FFU’s plans for the coming 

years. “Our strategy contains 

Former Argentina 

international and FIFA 

Legend Pablo Aimar 

has been appointed as the new 

head coach of the Albiceleste 

U-17 side. Following the team’s 

failure to qualify for the FIFA 

U-17 World Cup in India later 

this year, “El Payaso” took over 

with the aim of taking the 

team into a new era. It will be 

Aimar’s first experience on the 

touchline as he has only just 

hung up his boots after a 

successful playing career that 

took him to clubs including 

River Plate, Valencia and 

Benfica. Over the course of 52 

matches for the senior national 

team, he took part in the 2002 

and 2006 editions of the FIFA 

World Cup and the FIFA Con-

federations Cup 2005. Before 

starting for the senior team, 

however, he had already 

showcased his talents with the 

Leo Windtner has 

been re-elected 

as president of the Austrian 

Football Association (ÖFB), 

securing his third four-year 

term after taking the helm in 

PROFESSIONAL 
HELP FOR  
AMATEUR  
FOOTBALL 

Less than 1% of the 

people who play 

football do so 

professionally. The amateur 

game represents 99% of those 

involved in and passionate 

about the world’s most popu-

lar game, making it a real 

global phenomenon. In Slo-

vakia, this recognition has 

given rise to BE-PRO, a unique 

service that brings together 

players, clubs and others 

involved in amateur football. 

The service works much like 

an online dating service for 

football, creating a virtual 

space where players, clubs and 

officials can connect. The 

services available on BE-PRO 

are not only for players and 

clubs, but also for coaches, 

masseurs, doctors, physios, 

fitness coaches and club 

officials, all of whom can post 

their biographies and CVs to 

raise their profiles within the 

game and connect with clubs. 

Beyond the primary function 

of informing and connecting 

people and clubs, the aim of 

BE-PRO is to create a commu-

nity of football lovers, so the 

website also gives users an 

opportunity to chat about 

tickets, matches and tours, 

and exchange other informa-

tion of mutual interest. The 

BE-PRO database now has 

5,444 users and has facilitated 

hundreds of transfers within 

Slovakia and even abroad, 

especially after the website’s 

relaunch this winter. BE-PRO’s 

supporters include big names 

in Slovakian football past and 

present, such as Filip Šebo, 

Juraj Halenár and the national 

team’s all-time leading 

goalscorer, Róbert Vittek.

several stages,” he said, “the 

first being set for 2020, and 

which includes programmes 

for stadium development, 

coach education, administra-

tion and the development of 

regional football, as well as a 

new system of talent training. 

We are united in understand-

ing that it is necessary to have 

a clear philosophy and plan of 

future actions.” The FFU 

president’s term of office was 

increased from four to five 

years under new statutes 

approved by the Congress.

FIFA MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

of the Football Associ ation of 

Montenegro (FSCG). The 

50-year-old, who enjoyed a 

distinguished career as a 

player, began his fifth man-

date after being re-elected by 

acclamation at the FSCG’s 

general assembly. Savićević 

has been at the helm of 

Montenegrin football since 

2004, and now he will serve a 

new term until 2021. The 

former Budućnost Titograd, 

Red Star Belgrade and AC 

Milan player said that he will 

continue to work hard to 

develop the country’s football.

2009. The 66-year-old immedi-

ately looked to the future at 

the association’s ordinary 

general assembly in Zell am 

See. “With almost 300,000 

active players, football is the 

biggest sport in Austria,” he 

explained. “We want to make 

sure it stays this way, and we 

will keep up the good work. 

We will evaluate, evolve and 

find a consensus for what’s 

best for the ÖFB together.”
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LONG-TERM  
PLAYER  
DEVELOPMENT 

CLUB LICENSING 
SEMINAR  
IN PARAGUAY 

Since the adoption of 

the Long-Term Player 

Development (LTPD) 

The Colombian FA’s 

executive committee 

has appointed Jorge 

Serna as its new director of 

development. He will also be 

the representative for football 

development to CONMEBOL 

and FIFA and his primary task 

will be to encourage engage-

ment in grassroots football for 

girls and boys, as well as futsal 

and beach soccer, throughout 

the country. As director, Serna 

will have to oversee greater 

involvement in each of these 

disciplines, seeking new talent 

for each and helping in the 

training of those that are 

already involved in men’s and 

women’s football, futsal and 

beach soccer. Serna will also 

draw up new programmes for 

growth and development in 

each region of Colombia 

through initiatives that will 

include setting up clinics, more 

sophisticated short- and 

long-term training plans and 

conferences, all with the aim 

of promoting football for both 

men and women in all age 

groups and disciplines.

The Paraguayan FA 

(APF) recently held  

a club licensing 

seminar, which brought to-

gether representatives from  

12 clubs in the country’s first 

division at the APF headquar-

ters in Asunción. APF President 

Robert Harrison (below) 

opened the event and high-

lighted the high importance of 

the seminar to the association. 

“Today, we are taking the first 

step towards the formalisation 

of a licensing system for clubs 

in the first divisions A, B and C 

and second division, where we 

can see all kinds of differences 

that we are determined to 

overcome... this process is 

something that we have been 

longing to start for a long 

time.”

model in 2008 when Canada 

Soccer launched Wellness to 

World Cup, LTPD principles 

have become commonplace in 

a majority of environments 

where young Canadians are 

playing the game. According 

to a recent survey of stake-

holders responsible for grass-

roots development, including 

players, parents, coaches, 

referees and football adminis-

trators, more than 75% of 

people say they support the 

principles of LTPD. “The survey 

confirms that there is an 

understanding in the commu-

nity that LTPD principles are 

vital to ensuring that our next 

generation of grassroots 

players have the best opportun-

ity to develop in nurturing, 

standards-based, age- and 

stage-appropriate training 

environments,” said Canada 

Soccer Director of Develop-

ment Jason de Vos. “It is 

crucial that we continue to 

work to educate the whole 

soccer community across the 

country about the reasons 

behind – and benefits of – 

LTPD.” Within in the first four 

stages of the LTPD model, 

age- and stage-appropriate 

training methods ensure that 

skill development is placed 

above all else up to “Level 4 

– Train to Train”. Agreement 

with these principles is ex-

tremely high with more than 

90% of respondents under-

standing that smaller team 

sizes for younger athletes and 

team selection based on a 

range of factors, not solely 

age, but mental and physical 

maturity, are equally vital. 

Nearly all respondents agree 

that developing player skills 

ahead of playing or winning 

games at a young age and 

that getting young players as 

many touches of the ball as 

possible in training environ-

ments is important.  

COLOMBIAN FA 
APPOINTS NEW 
DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR 

U-17 and U-20 teams, even 

winning the FIFA U-20 World 

Cup in Malaysia in 1997. At his 

unveiling as coach, the former 

midfield maestro recalled the 

“beautiful” memories of his 

time at youth level, while also 

hinting at some of the ideas 

that he has for facing this new 

challenge.
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Twenty-nine 

female instructors 

from 19 different 

member associations of the 

AFC attended the JFA Wom-

en’s International Course 

which was held in Osaka from 

Tuesday, 11 to Sunday, 16 July. 

In the first half of the course, 

the JFA presented its approach 

and philosophy of fostering 

player development and  

the mechanism of developing 

football instructors. The 

majority of the time was spent 

explaining the current circum-

stances of football in Japan  

to the different member 

associations. In the latter part, 

the course attendees took on 

a more active role and gave 

presentations on the situations 

they faced in their respective 

GRASSROOTS 
COACHING COURSE 
IN BRUNEI 

A five-day FIFA 

Grassroots Coaching 

Course took place at 

the National Football Associ-

ation of Brunei Darussalam 

(NFABD) House with 18 parti-

cipants receiving certificates of 

participation. The training was 

countries in addition to paying 

various visits to women’s 

football clubs in Japan. At the 

end of the course, the partici-

pants planned and hosted a 

football festival where 50 local 

first-to-fourth-grade girls came 

and enjoyed the event. Finally, 

all course participants, includ-

ing the instructors, promised 

that they would continue their 

work hard to accelerate the 

development of women’s 

football in Asia.

JFA HOLDS  
WOMEN’S  
INTERNATIONAL  
COACHING COURSE 

PREVENTING  
CHILD ABUSE 

The Bermuda 

Football Association 

(BFA) has noted the 

recent conviction and subse-

quent sentencing in the courts 

and hopes that “this brings 

closure for the three men and 

their families and signals the 

beginning of the healing 

process for them”. The BFA 

applauds the bravery of these 

men and reiterates its call for 

anyone else who has been 

“suffering in silence” to seek 

out support organisations and 

the judicial bodies as it believes 

such cases to be a matter for 

the courts of Bermuda as there 

is no statute of limitation on 

cases of child abuse. The 

SCARS and first-aid require-

ments contained in initiatives 

and programmes introduced 

by the BFA help to ensure that 

players can learn the game in a 

safe environment conducive to 

football development. Its clubs 

are well on the way to achiev-

ing the requirements for club 

licensing as the list of SCARS 

and first-aid trained individuals 

is growing exponentially. In a 

further step, the BFA has asked 

for child and welfare officers to 

be assigned to each organisa-

tion that has programmes for 

vulnerable persons. The goal is 

to work with the Department 

of Social Services to have such 

a support network in place 

before the youth season 

commences in September. The 

BFA believes this step is a must 

for all youth organisations 

operating in Bermuda.

conducted by FIFA instructor 

Sam Schweingruber. The 

course is held annually and 

includes both theory and 

practical sessions. He teaches 

the participants about grass-

roots philosophy, basic football 

skills, the importance of 

small-sided games and how to 

organise football tournaments 

and festivals. In addition, a 

grassroots football festival was 

held prior to the closing 

ceremony with 152 children 

under the age of ten lacing up.
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A FIFA LEGEND’S CAREER

1 league title. 40 games, 28 goals.
Top goalscorer in the Primera División 
(for the third time).

1984-1991 SSC Napoli
2 league titles, 1 Italian Cup, 1 UEFA Cup. 
188 games, 81 goals.
Top goalscorer in Serie A in 1988.

“I loved Naples immediately.  
I will always be indebted to the city.”
Maradona

“Diego tried a lot of things 
on the pitch in Barcelona. 
He could do anything. 
What he can do with his 
feet, we mortals cannot 
even do with our hands.”
Cesar Luis Menotti

1982-1984 FC Barcelona
1 Copa del Rey. 36 games, 22 goals.  
At Barcelona, Maradona linked up with his mentor 
Cesar Luis Menotti, under whom he had won the 
FIFA World Youth Championship title in 1979. 

ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD...

Diego Maradona’s talent was first discovered while playing on the streets 
of Buenos Aires as a ten-year-old, and he soon joined the youth set-up 
of Argentinos Juniors. Five years later, he signed his first professional 
contract and went on to finish as the league’s top scorer at the age of  
18 and 19. At 21, he moved to Boca Juniors, the club he had always 
supported. His career highlights included winning the World Cup in 1986 
and two Serie A titles with SSC Napoli. He was named South American 
Player of the Year on six separate occasions.

American TV channel MTV is 
launched. The first music video 
shown is Video Killed the Radio  
Star by The Buggles.

US news magazine Time names 
the computer as “Machine of 
the Year”. 

George Orwell’s dystopian 1949 novel 
Nineteen Eighty-Four enjoys its first 
major revival.

1981

1982

1984

1981-1982 Boca Juniors
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1993  
Newell’s Old Boys

1995-1997  
Boca Juniors
31 games, 7 goals.  
His final appearance came in a 
2-1 win over local rivals River 
Plate on 25 October 1997  
at the age of 36. 

Comeback after a 
15-month ban.  
Five goals in 26 matches.

Seven appearances.

“I would die for Boca.” 
Maradona

“I want to be the 
best again.”
Maradona

Bill Clinton wins the  
US presidential election 
with 43% of the vote 
ahead of incumbent  
president George Bush 
(38%) and Ross Perot 
(19%).

France’s Alain Prost makes his 
Formula 1 comeback, wins his 
fourth World Championship title 
– and promptly retires.

1992 1993

1995
The Million Man March is held in Washington, 
D.C. with hundreds of thousands of 
African-American men calling for an end  
to the discrimination of black people.

1992-1993  
FC Sevilla
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Training up on the poop deck  
The Brazilian national team have no need for fancy equipment as they work out to keep their strength up during the voyage to Europe aboard 

PHOTO ARCHIVE

58 /   FIFA 1904



the Conte Biancamano for the 1934 World Cup in Italy. Star striker Leônidas (wearing a white vest) can be spotted in the shade of a mast.
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A LEAP INTO 
THE FUTURE
Mention technology and human surveillance in the same breath 
and visions of Big Brother spring to mind, but such Orwellian 
scenarios do not apply to gizmos like GPS tracking devices for 
footballers. 
By Perikles Monioudis

J
umping in the air is such an exhilarating 

thing to do, and if the person doing it 

happens to be good at heading the ball 

into the net, so much the better – always 

bearing mind that he or she needs to jump 

higher than the opponent when meeting the 

free kick/corner/cross in the air. Simply out

jumping another player is satisfying in itself,  

of course, signifying as it does the winning of  

a miniduel in the match. 

A coach will naturally be aware of his players’ 

individual leapability, as will their teammates – 

and, more importantly, the opposition’s  

defenders, who will certainly not be blind to 

signs of aerial prowess in the ranks of their 

opponents. But how high can a particular player 

actually jump – as high as Cristiano Ronaldo,  

for example, or as a goalkeeper with his arms 

outstretched? Certainly not as high as a point  

in the orbit of a satellite, which would be  

impossible to measure, regardless of whether 

the player is jumping for joy or to apply bonce 

to ball – or, ideally, jumping from the sheer joy 

of heading. 

Every kid knows about Global Positioning 

System (GPS) these days – it’s standard in all 

cars as a navigational aid, thus rendering  

redundant the road maps that used to be 

crammed into the glove compartment, as well 

as the gloves themselves, thanks to power 

steering. 

An increasingly familiar sight at training grounds 

these days is players wearing a light vest  

containing a small GPS unit that records the 

wearer’s position on the pitch, how far they 

have run, their sprint speed, and so on. Cameras 

may also be deployed at matches and training 

games, or local tracking systems that use  

sensors on the touchline. Other physiological 

data can be recorded and processed via  

microelectronic devices such as accelerometers, 

gyroscopes and heart rate monitors. Ultimately 

though, the aim is always to jump higher:  

after all, what better feeling is there than to 

score a goal? 

INNOVATIONS
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FANS

“EVEN MORE FUN“

My fiancée Andrea and I were given a Stadium Passport ticket package for the 2015 

Women’s World Cup as a Christmas present, which gave us access to all of the matches 

here in Ottawa. I was able to go to almost all of the nine games, and shared my tickets 

with some friends when I wasn’t able to attend.

Andrea and I attended many of the group-stage matches, with each matchday including 

two games. We were excited about this, as we hoped to eat dinner at one of the local 

restaurants located just outside of the stadium in between games. We were very disap-

pointed when we were told that we could not leave the stadium and re-enter.

What made it frustrating was the fact that there are many great restaurants close to the 

stadium that would have benefited from the thousands of fans who attended the match-

es at Lansdowne Stadium. We found that the options offered inside the stadium were 

low quality and severely overpriced. This detracted from the overall matchday experience 

for both Andrea and me.

Football is truly the world’s most beautiful game. People of every race, nationality, and 

income level play the game in the streets, in parks, and on pitches. I believe that football 

can be improved in a few different ways. If the food on offer in the stadiums was better, 

watching football would be even more fun.

Women’s World Cup 
Andrew and his fiancée 
Andrea ahead of the 
Mexico v. France game  
in Ottawa (17 June 2015). 

Fans have the last word. Andrew Caudwell from Ottawa, Canada, loves 
football. But he says he thinks the stadium rules should be changed, or that 
better food should be on offer inside the stadiums. 

FOR SAFETY REASONS

One ticket gives you access to 

both matches on a double-header  

matchday within a designated  

stadium. No re-entry is permitted 

between matches.

The no re-entry policy exists for  

sporting and entertainment 

events worldwide in order to 

manage security checks, queuing, 

and potential overcrowding.

FIFA 1904
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The next issue will feature another cartoon by venerable Argentinian 

comic artist Guillermo Mordillo (known simply as “Mordillo”),  

who spoke to us before the launch of our new series of cartoons. 

Mordillo, what was your most memorable moment in football?
When my team from Buenos Aires, Ferro Carril Oeste, beat River 

Plate 3-1 in 1952 at the Estadio Monumental.

What do you like most about football?
The game itself. Playing football in the streets was the only “luxury” of my childhood.

Which of your football cartoons has had the strongest impact on people worldwide? 
The one where they play on a cliff and the ball falls into the sea [see page 61]. I believe it 

has a “human” meaning. 

Which of your football cartoons is your favourite?
The one in the next issue.

Carles Puyol  
The entire October  
issue of FIFA 1904  
will be devoted to  
the FIFA Legends,  

and will be well  
worth waiting for. 

Marcel Desailly  
The “Letter from a FIFA Legend” in 
place of the usual editorial will also 
become a regular feature, starting in 
this issue with former world and  
European champion Marcel Desailly, 
who recently met youngsters in the 
Maldives on behalf of FIFA. 

Guillermo Mordillo 
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IN STORES NOW

FOOTBALL HAS CHANGED
Powered by Frostbite™, one of the industry’s leading game engines, FIFA 17 delivers authentic,
true-to-life action, takes players to new football worlds, and introduces fans to characters full of 
depth and emotion.  Complete innovation in the way players think and move, physically interact with 
opponents, deliver set pieces, and attack using new techniques let you own every moment on the pitch.

FROSTBITE GAME ENGINE TECHNOLOGY, THE JOURNEY AND OTHER FEATURES NOT AVAILABLE ON ALL PLATFORMS.
© 2016 Electronic Arts Inc. EA, EA SPORTS, the EA SPORTS logo, Frostbite, the Frostbite logo and Ultimate Team are trademarks of Electronic Arts 
Inc. Offi cial FIFA licensed product. © FIFA and FIFA’s Offi cial Licensed Product Logo are copyrights and/or trademarks of FIFA.
Offi cial FIFA licensed product. © FIFA and FIFA’s Offi cial Licensed Product Logo are copyrights and/or trademarks of FIFA.     
All rights reserved. Manufactured under license by Electronic Arts Inc.  All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.



Football is a powerful unifying force. Participating in the beautiful game is a joy, 
but it also means we all have a responsibility: to treat each other with respect and 
sportsmanship, whether we are players, officials or fans.

What happens on the pitch is not restricted to the touchlines: it can inspire the world.

MY GAME IS
      FAIR PLAY


