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Olympic Football Tournaments Tokyo 2020 – disciplinary matters 

 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
We wish to inform you of the following binding disciplinary aspects of the above-mentioned 
tournaments: 
 
 
I. Disciplinary procedure 
 
Your attention is drawn to the FIFA Disciplinary Code, on which the FIFA Disciplinary Committee and 
the FIFA Appeal Committee will base their decisions. 
 
The FIFA judicial bodies concerned will inform the teams about disciplinary procedures and the decisions 
via the head of the delegation or the person(s) designated to this effect in writing. 
 
 
II. Cautions and expulsions 
 

1) Cautions and expulsions imposed during the relevant competitions organised by the 
confederations 
 

a) Cautions 
Single yellow cards will not be carried over to the final tournaments in Tokyo. 

 
b) Suspensions as a consequence of cautions imposed during different matches 

A pending match suspension resulting from two cautions imposed in different matches that could 
not be served during the confederations’ competitions will not be carried over to the final 
tournaments in Tokyo. 

 
c) Expulsions 

Pending match suspensions resulting from an expulsion (in particular as a result of a direct or 
indirect red card) that could not be served during the confederations’ competitions will be carried 
over to the final tournaments in Tokyo. 
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2) Cautions and expulsions imposed during the Olympic Football Tournaments Tokyo 2020 
 

a) Cautions 
Single yellow cards will be cancelled after the quarter-finals. 
 

b) Suspensions as a consequence of two cautions imposed during different matches 
If a player receives two cautions during two different matches, he/she will automatically be 
suspended from his/her team’s following match. 
 

c) Expulsions 
If a player is sent off as a result of a direct or indirect red card, he/she will automatically be 
suspended from his/her team’s following match. 
 
In addition, further sanctions (i.e. additional suspensions, a fine, etc.) may be imposed. 

 
3) Carrying over match suspensions 
 
In accordance with art. 65 par. 2 e) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, any match suspension (as a result of 
a direct or indirect red card) that cannot be served during the Women’s Olympic Football Tournament 
shall be carried over to the representative team’s next official match. 
 
In accordance with art. 65 par. 2 f) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, any match suspension (as a result of a 
direct or indirect red card) that cannot be served during the Men’s Olympic Football Tournament shall, 
for players who meet the age limit, be carried over to the representative team’s next official match in 
the same age group. Where the suspension cannot be served in the same age group, it shall be carried 
over to the next-highest age category. For players who do not meet the age limit, it shall be carried over 
to the representative team’s next official match. 
 
 
III. Expulsion and match suspension to be served by a player 
 
The following binding disciplinary rules are applicable to players sent off and subsequently serving a 
match suspension during these competitions: 
 
1) Expulsion 

 
a) A player who has been sent off (direct or indirect red card) is ordered to leave the field of play 

and its surroundings, including the substitutes’ bench and the technical seats. 
 

b) In accordance with art. 62 par. 1 a) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, a player who has been sent off 
shall stay in the team dressing room or the doping control room, accompanied by a chaperone, 
until the names of the players selected for the doping test are communicated. The player may be 
allowed to sit in the stands, provided that his/her integrity and security are safeguarded and he/she 
is not picked for doping control and is no longer wearing his/her football equipment. 
 

c) A player who has been sent off is not entitled to attend the post-match press conference or any 
other media activity held in the stadium (cf. art. 62 par. 1 b) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code). 
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d) A player who is sent off in the gold or bronze medal match is allowed to attend the awards 
ceremony. 
 

2) Match suspension 
 

a) A suspension from a match is a ban on taking part in a future match and on attending it in the 
immediate vicinity of the field of play (including the substitutes’ bench and the technical seats). 
 

b) A player who is serving a match suspension is allowed to sit in the stands, but not in the immediate 
surroundings of the field of play. The player can therefore sit in the Same Discipline Athlete (SDA) 
seating section (or in any other seat in the stands, as determined by FIFA Competitions prior to 
the match), provided that the player’s security is not compromised. In this sense, the player would 
not, in principle, have to be escorted to his/her seat at the game if he/she abides by the rules 
mentioned in this circular. This is also subject to an assessment by FIFA Security regarding the 
safety of where the player sits in the stadium. 
 

c) A player who is serving a match suspension is allowed to attend the official training session and 
press conference on matchday -1. 
 

d) Applying art. 62 par. 2 of the FIFA Disciplinary Code (regarding officials) analogously to players, 
on matchday, any player who is serving a match suspension shall not enter the dressing room, 
tunnel or technical area, before or during the match, attend the warm-up, or sit on the substitutes’ 
bench. After the final whistle, all suspended players may join their team in the dressing room. 
 

e) A player who is serving a match suspension is allowed to travel with the team (on the bus) to the 
stadium, but is not allowed to talk to media representatives upon arrival at the stadium. 
 

f) A player who is serving a match suspension is not entitled to attend the post-match press 
conference or any other media activity held in the stadium. In other words, a suspended player 
shall not have any contact with the media in the stadium at any time prior to, during or after the 
match on matchday. 
 

g) A player who is serving a match suspension in the gold or bronze medal match is allowed to 
attend the awards ceremony. If a player is wearing his/her own clothes (i.e. not official team 
equipment), he/she shall wear neutral clothing that respects the FIFA Equipment Regulations and 
all other applicable FIFA regulations such as the Media and Marketing Regulations, while also 
respecting the principles of fair play and sporting conduct. 

 
 
IV. Expulsion and match suspension to be served by an official 
 
The following binding disciplinary rules are applicable to officials sent off and subsequently serving a 
match suspension during these competitions: 
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1) Expulsion 
 

a) An official who has been sent off is ordered to leave the field of play and its surroundings, 
including the substitutes’ bench and the technical seats. 
 

b) In accordance with art. 62 par. 2 a) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, an official who has been sent 
off may be allowed to sit in the stands, but not in the immediate vicinity of the field of play 
(including the technical seats), provided that, in particular, the security and integrity of the official 
are ensured. 
 

c) An official who has been sent off shall not enter the dressing room, tunnel or technical area, or 
communicate with or contact any person involved in the match – in particular, players or technical 
staff – by any means whatsoever. 
 

d) An official who has been sent off is not entitled to attend the post-match press conference or any 
other media activity held in the stadium. 
 

e) An official who is sent off in the gold or bronze medal match is allowed to attend the awards 
ceremony. 

 
2) Match suspension 

 
a) A suspension from a match is a ban on taking part in a future match and on attending it in the 

immediate vicinity of the field of play. 
 

b) In accordance with art. 62 par. 2 a) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, an official who is serving a 
match suspension may be allowed to sit in the stands, but not in the immediate vicinity of the 
field of play, provided that his/her security and integrity are safeguarded. 
 

c) According to art. 62 par. 2 b) of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, an official who is serving a match 
suspension shall not enter the dressing room, tunnel or technical area, or communicate with or 
contact any person involved in the match – in particular, players or technical staff – by any means 
whatsoever. 
 

d) An official who is serving a match suspension is allowed to attend the official training session 
and press conference on matchday -1.  
 

e) An official who is serving a match suspension is not entitled to attend the post-match press 
conference or any other media activity held in the stadium (cf. art. 62 par. 2 c) of the FIFA 
Disciplinary Code). 
 

f) An official who is serving a match suspension is allowed to travel with the team (on the bus) to 
the stadium on matchday, but is not allowed to talk to the media upon arrival at the stadium, 
stay in the immediate surroundings of the dressing room or attend the warm-up. 
 

g) An official who is serving a match suspension in the gold or bronze medal match is allowed to 
attend the awards ceremony. If an official is wearing his/her own clothes (i.e. not official team 
equipment), he/she shall wear neutral clothing that respects the FIFA Equipment Regulations and 
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all other applicable FIFA regulations such as the Media and Marketing Regulations, while also 
respecting the principles of fair play and sporting conduct. 
 

3) Prohibition of contact and communication 
 

In order to respect the ratio legis of the sanction imposed on the official, an official who has been sent 
off or is serving a match suspension is not allowed to contact any person involved in the match – 
whether players or technical staff – by any means whatsoever immediately after he/she has been sent 
off and/or during the match for which he/she is serving a match suspension. The official shall not have 
any influence – be it direct or indirect – for the rest of the match during which he/she has been sent 
off and/or during the match for which he/she is serving a match suspension. Failure to respect the 
foregoing will lead to disciplinary measures. 
 

 
V. Team misconduct 
 
The violation of art. 12 par. 5 of the FIFA Disciplinary Code shall result in a fine amounting to CHF 3,000 
for the first five team members sanctioned, plus CHF 500 for each additional member of the team that 
has been sanctioned. An additional CHF 500 will be added to the respective fine for each case of 
repetition. 
 
 
VI. Notification of sanctions 
 
The secretariat to the FIFA Disciplinary Committee will notify the head of the delegation concerned or 
the person(s) designated to this effect of all sanctions in writing. 
 
The consequences of a sanction (caution, expulsion and automatic match suspension) imposed on a 
player or official will take effect in the next match, even if the team in question has not received the 
respective confirmation letter by that time. 
 
Therefore, the responsibility for fielding eligible players lies exclusively with the relevant participating 
association. 
 
 
VII. The following violations will be sanctioned with a fine (non-exhaustive list) 
 

1) A caution for simulation will incur a fine of CHF 3,000. 
 

2) A caution for holding an opponent will incur a fine of CHF 2,000. 
 

3) An indirect red card will incur a fine of CHF 3,000. 
 

4) A direct red card will incur a fine of at least CHF 3,000. 
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VIII. Doping 
 
Doping and anti-doping rule violations are defined in the FIFA Anti-Doping Regulations and sanctioned 
in accordance with the FIFA Anti-Doping Regulations and the FIFA Disciplinary Code. 
 
 
IX. Reporting mechanism to report attempted match manipulation 
 
Pursuant to the FIFA Statutes, FIFA has a duty to protect the integrity of football. In this context, FIFA 
monitors all of its competitions with the objective of identifying and preventing match manipulation and 
corruption in football. 
 
As a further preventive measure to protect and strengthen the integrity of football, a confidential 
integrity reporting mechanism has been set up and will be in place for the Olympic Football Tournaments 
Tokyo 2020. The reporting mechanism allows all interested parties to report any form or knowledge of 
potential match manipulation and/or corruption in FIFA competitions or other related incidents. You will 
find further details on the reporting mechanism in the attached information sheet. 
 
In compliance with arts 17 and 29 par. 1 of the FIFA Code of Ethics, officials and players have a duty to 
immediately report any potential breach of FIFA’s ethics and integrity provisions relating to match 
manipulation and corruption. This principle is also embedded in art. 18 par. 3 of the FIFA Disciplinary 
Code. 
 
Please circulate this information sheet to all members of your Olympic Football Tournaments Tokyo 2020 
delegation. 
 
We thank you for your cooperation and assistance with our efforts to safeguard the integrity of football. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE 
DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 
Colin Smith 
Chief Tournaments & Events Officer 
 
 
Encl.  Information sheet on threats to the integrity of football through match manipulation 
 
cc: International Olympic Committee 

Confederations 
Tokyo 2020 
NOCs of relevant member associations 


