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LEGACY PLAN
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In 2021, Lithuania will host the biggest sports event in the country’s 

history – the FIFA Futsal World Cup Lithuania 2021™. The three host 

cities, Vilnius, Kaunas and Klaipeda, will welcome the best futsal national 

teams in the world.

Hosting such an event will have a significant impact on Lithuanian futsal, 

the host cities and the country itself.

INTRODUCTION
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The legacy plan will help to identify and predict the impact that the FIFA 

Futsal World Cup Lithuania 2021 will have on futsal in the country and 

on Lithuania’s profile in international sport. The aim is to leave a legacy 

for futsal in Lithuania, and to grow professionalism in the sport and the 

rate of participation.

PURPOSE
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Futsal in Lithuania is currently semi-professional. A total of ten teams 

participated in the futsal A league in 2019/2020. The Lithuanian Football 

Federation (LFF) also organises the LFF Futsal Cup, in which a minimum 

of 14 futsal teams participate each year.

Looking at children’s participation, 210 girls’ teams (2,000 girls) and 283 

boys’ teams (2,750 boys) participated across various grassroots futsal 

competitions in the 2019/2020 season.

Research conducted by Kantar in 2019 showed that a third of respondents 

(30%) are aware of the FIFA Futsal World Cup Lithuania 2021 being held 

in the country. There is an opportunity for this event to bring new fans 

to futsal, especially as Lithuania will be competing in a Futsal World Cup 

or FIFA event for the very first time.

CURRENT 
SITUATION
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Our legacy plan is based on the goal to present the tournament as the 

greatest achievement in the history of Lithuanian football and as a 

unique opportunity for Lithuanians to experience world-class futsal live. 

This opportunity comes around only once in a lifetime.

Strategic pillars

This legacy plan will focus on two main pillars: professionalism and 

participation.

VISION
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Objectives

1. Increase professionalism in futsal in Lithuania

2. Provide opportunities for more teams to have high-level training 

facilities

3. Attract another international futsal event to Lithuania by 2025

PROFESSIONALISM
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Deliverables

1. Increase professionalism in futsal in Lithuania

Futsal in Lithuania is still a semi-professional sport, with players having 

a job alongside playing futsal. The FIFA Futsal World Cup could help 

national-team players to have international visibility and potentially 

become household names. Every year, the LFF is allocating more and 

more funds to futsal in order to increase the visibility and professionalism 

of national championships as well as the Lithuanian national team. The 

FIFA Forward Programme is also aiding futsal in Lithuania, helping to 

establishing women’s and U-19 national teams as well as supporting 

Lithuanian national teams as the country prepares to host the Futsal World 

Cup. All of this work will continue after the championship to continue 

growing futsal in Lithuania.

Clubs are changing their work towards youth programs and clubs in 

Vilnius, Siauliai and Panevezys have already started planning their youth 

programs and academies that focus on developing young futsal players. 
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2. Provide opportunities for more teams to have 
high-level training facilities

As a part of organising the FIFA Futsal World Cup Lithuania 2021, the 

Lithuanian government has provided funding to renovate facilities so that 

they will be suitable for futsal. Seven training halls have been renovated 

in order to meet the championship requirements:

1. Vilnius Gediminas technics university hall in Vilnius – renovated the 

flooring

2. Vilnius college hall in Vilnius (appendix 1) – renovated the flooring, 

changing rooms and corridors

3. Palanga hall in Palanga, Klaipeda district – changed the lighting and 

renovated the flooring

4. “Neptūnas” hall in Klaipeda (appendix 2) – renovated the flooring

5. “Kausta” hall in Kaunas (appendix 3) – renovated the flooring and 

installed additional seating

6. Garliava sports and culture hall in Kaunas district – ventilation system
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7. Prienai sports center hall in Kaunas district – changed the lighting

More facilities will mean more opportunities for futsal clubs to have their 

games in high-level halls. It will also provide additional training sites for 

women’s and U-19 national teams.

With this government programme, three sets of flooring were bought for 

the championship and will stay in Lithuania. These floors will be reused 

for all Lithuanian sports, including futsal, basketball, handball and other 

sports.
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3. Attract another international futsal event to 
Lithuania by 2025

Lithuania already has high-level infrastructure to play futsal in five major 

cities. The new floorings that were purchased for the Futsal World Cup 

will be used for future futsal events such as UEFA EURO qualifications or 

UEFA Futsal Champions League.

The attention that futsal will gain after the Futsal World Cup will be helpful 

in attracting another major futsal event. Furthermore, the experience of 

organising such a large-scale event could be used for future sports events 

in Lithuania.

These efforts will help us achieve our goal to host another international 

futsal event in Lithuania by 2025.
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Objectives

1. Increase the number of girls participating in futsal championships

2. Increase the number of boys participating in futsal championships

3. Provide more opportunities for grassroots teams to participate in 

futsal

Deliverables

1. Increase the number of girls participating in futsal 
championships

The Lithuanian Grassroots Football Association organises “Ladygolas”, 

a futsal championship for girls. A total of 210 girls’ teams participated 

in the championship in the 2019/2020 season, which meant 2,000 girl 

participants.

PARTICIPATION
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By 2025, we would like to increase the number of participating teams 

to 300 and the number of girl participants to 2,900. To do so, the LFF is 

preparing a football in schools project, which includes measures such as 

competition at school level, education of teachers, and creating stronger 

cooperation between schools, the LFF and clubs. All of these measures 

will help to develop grassroots football and especially futsal in Lithuania.

2. Increase the number of boys participating in futsal 
championships

The Lithuanian Grassroots Football Association organises “Mr. Golas”, a 

futsal championship for boys. A total of 283 boys’ teams participated 

in the championship in the 2019/2020 season, which meant 2,750 boy 

participants.

By 2025, we would like to increase the number of participating teams 

to 350 and the number of boy participants to 3,400. To do so, the LFF is 

preparing a football in schools project, which includes measures such as 



13

competition at school level, education of teachers, and creating stronger 

cooperation between schools, the LFF and clubs. All of these measures 

will help to develop grassroots football and especially futsal in Lithuania.

Increasing the number of teams as well as participants would allow 

us to expand the geography of futsal projects, reaching more cities 

and districts. More teams participating would mean prolonging the 

championship from five months to seven months. The LFF is investing 

more and more in grassroots football every year. This is helping us to 

reach more stakeholders, to organise events, and to create a link between 

the different organisations. The LFF plans to organise specific grassroots 

courses and attractive events, which will help us to develop futsal in 

Lithuania. 
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3. Provide more opportunities for grassroots teams 
to participate in futsal

The FIFA Futsal World Cup Lithuania 2021 will also provide equipment 

that will be used to create more opportunities for teams to participate in 

various championships.

Equipment used in the Futsal World Cup will be reused to increase 

participation as follows:

- Training cones – 350 pieces that will be given to various schools and 

teams participating in futsal projects

- Tactical boards – 48 pieces that will be provided to futsal national 

teams, futsal A and I league teams

- Futsal goals with nets – 28 pieces that will be given to the schools 

participating in futsal projects
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BEFORE                                                          AFTER

Appendix 1
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Appendix 2

BEFORE                                                          AFTER
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Appendix 3

BEFORE                                                          AFTER


