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87% of spend in the transfer market is 

directed towards European and South 

American players

Since ITMS became mandatory in October 2010, clubs 

from all over the world have completed 69,434 

international transfers. These transfers involved 38,125 

players representing 194 different nationalities1. 

Figure 1 shows the number of transfers based 

on players’ nationality. Throughout the entire report, 

the term European indicates those players whose first 

nationality is of an association belonging to UEFA. 

Along the same line, South American is used for 

nationalities of CONMEBOL, African for CAF, Asian 

for AFC, North and Central American for 

CONCACAF and Oceanian for OFC. 

European players are involved in the highest 

number of international transfers worldwide. The main 

reason for this is that 87% of transfers involving 

Europeans occur within UEFA. The European 

confederation is the second largest after CAF and has 

the most active countries in the football market2. 

Moreover, freedom of movement for workers is one of 

the EU’s fundamental principles and has had a strong 

impact on the transfer market, especially after the 

Bosman Ruling3. In fact, the volume of international 

transfers involving European players has steadily 

increased over time, growing from 5,134 transfers in 

2011 to 6,366 in 2015 - a 24% increase.  

In absolute terms, European and South 

American players have the highest value. Last year 

alone, transfers involving these players generated USD 

3.6 billion in transfer fees, 86% of the total worldwide. 

Yet, total value is inflated by the high volume of 

transfers involving these players. In terms of average 

transfer fees4, South Americans (USD 3.0 million in 

2015) and Europeans (USD 2.3 million) still have the 

highest value, but the gap with players from other 

                                                
1 For a note on the nationalities included in this report, refer to page 

13 
2
 Global Transfer Market 2016 report (link) 

regions is visibly smaller, and shrinking. For instance, 

since 2013, the average value of Asian players has 

increased nearly threefold, reaching USD 1.6 million in 

2015. 
 

Figure 1: Number of international transfers, total transfer fees 

and average transfer fees by nationality 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source: FIFA TMS 

3 Since 1995, players can move to a new club at the end of their 

contract without their old club receiving a fee 
4 Total transfer fees divided by the number of transfers involving fees 
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Brazilians dominate the top 10 of most 

transferred nationalities  

Brazilian players are by far the most represented on the 

international transfer market. Between 1 January 

2015 and 26 April 2016, as many as 2,323 transfers 

(12% of all transfers worldwide) involved 

Brazilians - more than double that of any other 

nationality. Of these, 1,833 had a Brazilian club on 

either the engaging or releasing side, while 490 

transfers of Brazilian players occurred between 

countries other than Brazil. Interestingly, the top ten 

most transferred nationalities includes players from 

nations of relatively small sizes, such as Uruguay, Serbia 

and Croatia, which have populations of 3 to 7 million 

inhabitants. These nations have relatively small 

domestic leagues in comparison with their neighbours, 

but have constantly produced talented footballers who 

are coveted all over the world. 

 

Figure 2: Top 10 nationalities by number of international 

transfers since 1 Jan. 2015 
 

 

Source: FIFA TMS 

 

Alongside Brazilians as “most transferred 

nationalities” stand players of Argentinian (1,074 

transfers) and British nationality (867 transfers). The 

latter represent a singular case. One nation - the United 

Kingdom - is split into the four separate associations of 

England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Therefore, although as much as 66% of the transfers 

involving British players occurred within the UK, they 

are still considered international transfers.  

As Figure 3 shows, the most common destination for 

players of any nationality is their home country. A 

theme that appears quite clearly is the importance of 

languages and geographical proximity. In both cases, 

there is a two-way relationship: not only may a player 

not want to relocate to the other side of the planet, but 

he may also not even have the chance to do so, as clubs 

and their scouts often focus solely on neighbouring 

countries. Similarly, the absence of language barriers 

can help a transfer be successful for both parties - 

especially when young players are involved.  

 

Figure 3: Most common destinations for top 10 nationalities 

by number of international transfers since 1 Jan. 2015 
 

Nationality Top 3 engaging countries 

Brazilian 

(BRA) 

Brazil (887 - 38%) 

Portugal (216 - 9%) 

Japan (96 - 4%) 

Argentinian 

(ARG) 

Argentina (315 – 29%) 

Chile (100 - 9%) 

Mexico (74 - 7%) 

British 

(GBR) 

England (301 - 35%) 

Wales (168 - 19%) 

Scotland (162 - 19%) 

French 

(FRA) 

France (129 - 19%) 

Belgium (76 - 11%) 

England (68 - 10%) 

Colombian 

(COL) 

Colombia (133 - 21%) 

El Salvador (61 - 9%) 

Panama (59 - 9%) 

Uruguayan 
(URU) 

Uruguay (205 - 35%) 

Argentina (75 - 13%) 

Ecuador (37 - 6%) 

Spanish 
(ESP) 

Spain (167 - 29%) 

England (41 - 7%) 

Romania (29 - 5%) 

Serbian 
(SRB) 

Serbia (94 - 18%) 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (32 - 6%) 

Greece (29 - 6%) 

Nigerian 
(NGA) 

Malta (31 - 7%) 

Nigeria (31 - 7%) 

Mauritius (25 - 5%) 

Croatian 
(CRO) 

Croatia (76 - 17%) 

Slovenia (52 - 11%) 

Italy (42 - 9%) 
Source: FIFA TMS 

 

Obviously, exceptions are still present: for 

instance, Malta is the top destination for players of 

Nigerian nationality - acting as a gateway to Europe -

and Japan is the third most common destination for 

Brazilian footballers. In Europe, Romania is a port of call 

for many Spanish players, and Cyprus for Portuguese 

players - since 2015, more players from Portugal have 

moved to Cyprus (34 transfers) than to Spain (31). 

2,323

1,074

867
691 648 594 568 513 473 453

BRA ARG GBR FRA COL URU ESP SRB NGA CRO

Number of transfers
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The value of French players keeps 

rising 

Large difference between average and 

median salaries

Given the remarkably high number of transfers, it is 

perhaps not surprising that Brazilian players are also 

those for whom clubs have spent the most: USD 763 

million in the last 16 months alone. However, the gap 

with all other nationalities is not as large as it is in terms 

of volume. For instance, despite the number of 

transfers being less than a third of that of Brazilians, 

French players transferred for a total of USD 534 million 

since 2015. 

 

Figure 4: Top 10 nationalities by total transfer fees since 1 

Jan. 2015 
 

Source: FIFA TMS 

 

In recent years, demand for French players 

has grown exponentially: as shown in figure 5, in 2011, 

clubs spent USD 144 million on players of French 

nationality; four years later, the amount has more 

than tripled, reaching USD 451 million. This is a 

confirmation of the recent effort on development of 

young players by French clubs, and a positive sign for 

them in view of the upcoming European Championship 

2016 in France. 
 

Figure 5: Evolution of top 5 nationalities by total transfer fees  

 

Source: FIFA TMS 

When it comes to salaries, Brazilian players are only in 

12th place, with Germans sitting atop the ranking. In 

the last 16 months, players of German nationality have 

signed contracts for an average USD 891,000 a year. 

Since winning the FIFA World Cup in 2014, Germans 

have been in high demand at the international level, 

and have been involved in a greater number of 

transfers (+23% from 2013 to 2015). Belgian players 

have the second highest salaries on average (USD 

819,000 a year), followed by Spanish (USD 761,000 a 

year).  

However, average salaries can be misleading. 

Even a single transfer where the player has a 

particularly high salary can have a very strong impact 

on the average, raising it significantly. For this reason, 

it is also useful to look at median salaries. By definition, 

the median value is the one that lies at the midpoint of 

a range of values. The player with the median salary is 

“the man in the middle”, as the number of players 

receiving a higher salary equals the number of players 

receiving a lower one. The median yearly salary for 

German players is USD 71,000 - over ten times less 

than the average. Players from Egypt, who rank 10th by 

average salary, have a median salary of USD 19,000 per 

year. Clearly, average salaries are extremely high, but 

the reality is that only a handful of players sign multi-

million deals, and most of them have much lower 

salaries than those that make the headlines. 

 

Figure 6: Top 10 nationalities by salaries committed in the 

context of international transfers since 1 Jan. 2015 (minimum 

15 transfers) 
 

 
Source: FIFA TMS 
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Does nationality affect transfers? 

Players transfer at all ages, but moves are likelier to 

happen at the apex of their careers or right before, 

usually corresponding to their mid-twenties. 

Depending on their nationality however, some players 

tend to transfer in the early stages of their career, while 

others tend to move more when they are older. For 

instance - as illustrated in figure 7 - most African 

players transfer at a young age: 40% of their transfers 

occur before the age of 23. Conversely, the majority of 

transfers of players from South America occur at a later 

stage. This is a representative, if generic, description of 

the typical career path followed by these players. On 

average, African footballers move very young - mainly 

to Europe and Asia - and often end their career abroad. 

South Americans - Brazilians in particular - also transfer 

young, but often extend their careers by moving to 

Asia, the MLS or returning home. When this is the case, 

it is not uncommon to see players changing between 

two or three clubs in as many seasons - a practice that 

skews the distribution towards older ages. 

 

Figure 7: Age distribution of international transfers by 

nationality regions since 1 Jan. 2011 
 

Source: FIFA TMS 

 
Figure 8 shows some notable examples at the 

two extremes of the spectrum. An interesting 

takeaway is the high concentration of African players 

transferring at the age of 18. African countries have 

always performed at very high levels in youth 

competitions, leading many foreign clubs to invest on 

young African footballers. However, under the FIFA 

                                                
5 FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players, Art. 19 

regulations for the protection of minors, international 

transfers of underage players are not allowed (unless 

specific exceptions apply5). Therefore, clubs will wait 

until the players turn 18 to engage them soon after. 

Figure 8: Age distribution of international transfers by 

nationality since 1 Jan. 2011 
 

 

Source: FIFA TMS 

When do players return to their home 

country?  

Figure 9 aims to answer this question by comparing the 

share of foreigners engaged and released by clubs 

worldwide at different ages. The majority of players 

involved in international transfers across all age 

groups are foreigners (meaning they are of a 

nationality other than the one of the country to 

which they are moving to). This is in the nature of 

an international transfer, but what is interesting is how 

it varies depending on a player’s age.  
 

 

Figure 9: Share of foreigners engaged and released 

worldwide by age since 1 Jan. 2011 
 

 

Source: FIFA TMS 
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Figure 10: Share of foreigners engaged and released by age 

and by confederation since 1 Jan. 2011 

  

 

 

 

 

Naturally, when clubs engage young players from 

abroad, the vast majority of them are foreigners. 

Conversely, most of the young players they release are 

locals. Among transfers involving older players, the 

opposite occurs, as those players who left in the early 

stages of their careers return to their home countries. 

At a global level (figure 9), more foreigners are 

engaged than they are released until the age of 30; 

after this threshold, more foreigners leave the country 

than those who come in. Yet, each region is different. 

The cut-off age differs significantly, from 29 years old 

within CAF, CONMEBOL and UEFA to 30 and 32 

among CONCACAF and AFC respectively.  

Another trend that can be picked out quite 

clearly from figure 10 is the high concentration of 

foreigners engaged by clubs in CONCACAF and AFC: 

regardless of their age, about 80% or more of the 

incoming players are foreigners. UEFA also shows a 

strong reliance on players from abroad, as the amount 

of foreigners transferred on the market (both engaging 

and releasing) is always above 50%. Explanations can 

be found within the confederations themselves. 

CONCACAF and AFC have countries with fast-

developing leagues that are engaging a large number 

of players from abroad in order to speed up their own 

growth. Additionally, the number of North/Central 

American and Asian footballers playing outside their 

home countries is still limited: there cannot be many 

locals returning home if they never left in the first place. 

Within UEFA there are other contributing factors: 

proximity, the high number of countries that make up 

UEFA, freedom of movement within the EU and the 

Bosman Ruling all play a role in why the number of 

foreigners moving between UEFA countries is so high. 

For CAF and more so for CONMEBOL, the 

trend is slightly different. In South America for instance, 

foreigners account for about 40% of all incoming 

transfers. Last year, 71% of the incoming transfers to 

Argentina were of Argentinian players who had 

previously left the country to play abroad. In Brazil, this 

percentage was as high as 86%. 
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Thanks to the activity of UEFA countries on the transfer market, European 

players are involved in the highest number of transfers  

 

 

Since 2011, 30,703 international transfers 

involved European players. However, most of these 

players remained within the borders of UEFA. In fact, 

only 13% of the transfers (4,042) occurred between 

two countries of another confederation. 

British players are those who are involved in 

the highest number of transfers (2,972 since 2011), but 

for the most part, their moves are limited to the UK. 

French players also have a strong involvement in the 

market, with neighbouring countries Belgium, England 

and Italy as their main destinations. England engages 

the highest number of European players, followed by 

Germany, whose transfers mostly come  from Austria 

and Turkey. 

These trends confirm once again the 

parallelism between football transfers and 

general migration patterns. Countries such as 

France and Belgium, Germany and Austria, or Germany 

and Turkey all have strong ties beyond football, 

whether because of a common language, proximity, or 

the presence of large communities of immigrants.

 

Figure 11: European players – International transfers since 1 Jan. 2011 

Source :  F IFA TMS

                                                
6 Since 2013 
7 Minimum 15 transfers 

Number of transfers 30,703 

Total spending USD 7,951,000,000 

Average transfer fee USD 1,659,000 

Average yearly salary6 USD 229,000 

Median yearly salary6 USD 37,000 

Average player age 24 years 9 months 

Most transferred nationalities (transfers) British (2,972), French (2,382), Spanish (1,888) 

Most valuable nationalities (transfer fees in USD million) French (1,174), Spanish (1,057), Dutch (566) 

Countries with most incoming transfers (transfers) England (2,396),  Germany (1,500), Italy (1,186) 

Countries with highest spending (in USD million) England (2,485), Spain (978), Italy (951) 

Nationality of youngest players on average7 (age) 
Luxembourger (21y 6m), Irish (22y 1m), Kosovar (22y 

8m) 

Nationality of oldest players on average7 (age) Bulgarian (26y 5m), Czech (26y 2m), Spanish (26y 1m) 
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South American players have moved to 122 different countries over the last 

five years  

 

 

Since 2011, South American players have 

been involved in 19,395 international transfers. This 

number is particularly striking considering that they 

represent only ten associations (vs. 53 in UEFA).  

Another interesting point is their worldwide 

presence. In this five-year span, South American 

footballers have played in 122 different associations all 

around the world. Brazil and Argentina are by far the 

countries with the highest number of players abroad, 

and are also very active in getting these players back, 

as shown by the fact that 3,947 Brazilians and 1,658 

Argentinians returned to their home country over the 

last five years.  

At USD 2.3 million, the average transfer 

fee paid for a player from South America is the 

highest worldwide.

 

 

Figure 12: South American players – International transfers since 1 Jan. 2011 

Source :  F IFA TMS

                                                
8 Since 2013 
9 Minimum 15 transfers 

Number of transfers 19,395 

Total spending USD 5,571,000,000 

Average transfer fee   USD 2,341,000 

Average yearly salary8 USD 232,000 

Median yearly salary8 USD 28,000 

Average player age 25 years 7 months 

Most transferred nationalities (transfers) Brazilian (8,614), Argentinian (4,223), Colombian (2,045) 

Most valuable nationalities (transfer fees in USD million) Brazilian (2,345), Argentinian (1,337), Colombian (736) 

Countries with most incoming transfers (transfers) Brazil (3,805), Argentina (1,621), Uruguay (1,155) 

Countries with highest spending (in USD million) Spain (812), England (785), France (611) 

Nationality of youngest players on average9 (age) 
Ecuadorean (24y 2m), Peruvian (24y 5m), Colombian (24y 

11m)   

Nationality of oldest players on average9 (age) 
Uruguayan (26y 5m), Paraguayan (26y 0m), Argentinian 

(25y 11m) 



  

 
    Player nationalities in the transfer market, April 2016          9 

 

Despite the low number of transfers, the average value of Asian players keeps 

increasing  

 

 

In 2015, players from Asia had the third 

highest average transfer fees after South Americans 

and Europeans, with USD 1.6 million. This is more than 

double the average over the previous four years, and a 

testament to the significant increase in their value. 

Despite this, average salaries - USD 139,000 - and the 

overall number of transfers - 4,068 since 2011 - are still 

relatively low.  

South Korea produces the highest number of 

Asian players involved in international transfers (702 

since 2011), closely followed by Japan (657 transfers). 

The third most transferred Asian nationality is Syrian 

(489 transfers): with the country struggling with war, 

many of their players have left to nearby countries such 

as Jordan, Iraq and Oman.  

China is the country that has spent the most 

on transfer fees to engage Asian players, with a total 

of USD 68 million. In second place is England, whose 

clubs have spent USD 39 million on South Korean 

footballers and USD 17 million on Japanese over the 

last five years.  

With an average age of 18 years and 9 

months, the players who move at the youngest age are 

Qatari players, the AFC U19 champions. Many of these 

players have been engaged by European clubs, mostly 

in Belgium, Spain and Austria.

 

 

Figure 13: Asian players – International transfers since 1 Jan. 2011 

Source :  F IFA TMS

                                                
10 Since 2013 
11 Minimum 15 transfers 

Number of transfers 4,068 

Total spending USD 306,000,000 

Average transfer fee USD 810,000 

Average yearly salary10 USD 139,000 

Median yearly salary10 USD 36,000 

Average player age 25 years 0 months 

Most transferred nationalities (transfers) S. Korean (702), Japanese (657), Syrian (489) 

Most valuable nationalities (transfer fees in USD million) S. Korean (125), Japanese (67), Australian (44) 

Countries with most incoming transfers (transfers) China PR (280), Japan (276), Thailand (252) 

Countries with highest spending (in USD million) China PR (68), England (60), Germany (44) 

Nationality of youngest players on average11 (age) Qatari (18y 9m), Chinese (21y 5m), Malaysian (22y 6m) 

Nationality of oldest players on average11 (age) 
Palestinian (28y 2m), Singaporean (28y 0m), Hong Kong 

nationals (27y 11m) 
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Since 2011, transfers of African players generated USD 1.4 billion in transfer 

fees  

 

 

African players have been involved in 11,217 

international transfers since 2011. During the same 

period, clubs spent USD 1.4 billion to engage them, 

almost five times the total spent on Asian players.  

At 24 years old, the average age of African 

players who moved in the transfer market is the lowest 

after that of players from Oceania. This is proof of the 

strong interest that clubs all over the globe have for 

young talents  from the African continent, who have 

often dominated international youth tournaments in 

the recent past.  

Players from Nigeria (1,776 transfers since 

2011), Ghana (1,203) and Cameroon (1,015) are the 

most sought after on the international transfer market. 

However, after the Ghanaians, Ivory Coast nationals 

and Senegalese are those for whom clubs spend the 

most.  

As highlighted in the Global Transfer Market 

2016 report12, the prospect of playing professional 

football for clubs that can guarantee a stable income is 

very attractive to African players. Consequently, the 

top destinations for African players are two of the main 

leagues of CAF - Tunisia and Morocco - and France, a 

traditionally common destination for Africans. The 

three countries that have spent the most to engage 

African players since 2011 are all in Europe: England 

with USD 404 million is in front of Germany (USD 110 

million) and Turkey (USD 86 million), with the latter 

investing strongly on Nigerian, Senegalese and 

Cameroonian players. 

 

 

Figure 14: African players – International transfers since 1 Jan. 2011 

Source :  F IFA TMS

                                                
12 For more, visit www.reports.fifatms.com 
13 Since 2013 

14 Minimum 15 transfers 

Number of transfers 11,217 

Total spending USD 1,436,000,000 

Average transfer fee USD 948,000 

Average yearly salary13 USD 140,000 

Median yearly salary13 USD 24,000 

Average player age 24 years 0 months 

Most transferred nationalities (transfers) 
Nigerian (1,776), Ghanaian (1,203), Cameroonian 

(1,015) 

Most valuable nationalities (transfer fees in USD million) Ghanaian (207), Ivorian (203), Senegalese (190) 

Countries with most incoming transfers (transfers) Tunisia (476), France (461), Morocco (405) 

Countries with highest spending (in USD million) England (404), Germany (110), Turkey (86) 

Nationality of youngest players on average14 (age) 
Bissau-Guinean (21y 0m), Ghanaian (22y 6m), Ugandan 

(22y 9m) 

Nationality of oldest players on average14 (age) 
Sudanese (28y 5m), Moroccan (26y 9m), Equatorial-

Guinean (26y 9m) 

http://www.reports.fifatms.com/
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The average value of players from North and Central America has more than 

doubled since 2011  

 

 

The fast growth of CONCACAF’s two top 

leagues - the MLS and the MX Liga - is partly reflected 

by the increase in the average value of players from 

North and Central America. In fact, despite the 

relatively low number of transfers (3,609 in five years, 

only 5% of the world’s international transfers), their 

average transfer value has grown from USD 0.5 million 

in 2011 to USD 1.1 million in 2015.  

While players from the United States have 

been involved in the most transfers over the last five 

years (1,022), Mexicans have generated the highest 

transfer fees (USD 138 million). Players from Costa Rica 

rank third in terms of total value with USD 30 million, 

a result that is mainly due to their extraordinary exploit 

in the 2014 FIFA World Cup, where they reached the 

quarterfinals.  

Yet, interest for North and Central American 

players by the world’s football superpowers still 

appears to be limited. More than half (2,002) of all their 

transfers have occurred within CONCACAF and 

CONMEBOL. Positive signals come from the growth in 

spending by European clubs: the top three spenders on 

North and Central American players are Portugal (USD 

52 million), England (USD 51 million) and Spain (USD 

38 million), and 38% of this expenditure came after 

2014.  

 

 

 

Figure 15: North and Central American players – International transfers since 1 Jan. 2011 

Source :  F IFA TMS

                                                
15 Since 2013 
16 Minimum 15 transfers 

Number of transfers 3,609 

Total spending USD 282,000,000 

Average transfer fee USD 745,000 

Average yearly salary15 USD 102,000 

Median yearly salary15 USD 17,000 

Average player age 24 years 10 months 

Most transferred nationalities (transfers) U.S. Nationals (1,022), Mexican (446), Honduran (404) 

Most valuable nationalities (transfer fees in USD million) Mexican (138),  U.S. Nationals (75), Costa Rican (30) 

Countries with most incoming transfers (transfers) USA (640), Mexico (286), Canada (225) 

Countries with highest spending (in USD million) Portugal (52), England (51), Spain (38) 

Nationality of youngest players on average16 (age) 
Salvadorean (23y 2m), Canadian (23y 7m), U.S. 

Nationals (24y 1m) 

Nationality of oldest players on average16 (age) 
Nicaraguan (26y 7m), Costa Rican (26y 6m), Honduran 

(26y 1m) 



  

 
    Player nationalities in the transfer market, April 2016          12 

 

98% of the players from Oceania involved in international transfers are from 

New Zealand  

 

 

The OFC is the smallest FIFA confederation, 

and its countries only play a marginal role in the 

international transfer market. Since 2011, only 81 

international transfers involved players from Oceania, 

and 79 of those transfers were for players from New 

Zealand. The total value of these transfers did not reach 

USD 1 million.  

Top destinations for players from Oceania are 

three English-speaking countries: Australia (16 

transfers), the United States (9) and England (7).  

 

 

 

Figure 16: Oceanic players – International transfers since 1 Jan. 2011 

Source :  F IFA TMS

                                                
17 Since 2013 
18 Due to the low number of transfers and in observance of data protection laws, this information cannot be published 
19 Minimum 15 transfers 

Number of transfers 81 

Total spending USD 859,000 

Average transfer fee USD 86,000 

Average yearly salary17 USD 80,000 

Median yearly salary17 USD 63,000 

Average player age 23 years 9 months 

Most transferred nationalities (transfers) New Zealander (79), Samoan (1), Solomon Islander (1) 

Most valuable nationalities (transfer fees in USD million) New Zealander (0.9) 

Countries with most incoming transfers (transfers) Australia (16), USA (9), England (7) 

Countries with highest spending (in USD million) N/A18 

Average age of players by Nationality19 (age) N/A18 
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General disclaimer 

With regards to technical references possibly included in the 

present report, please be advised that in the event of any 

contradiction between the contents of this report and the 

actual text of the relevant regulations, the latter shall always 

prevail. Equally, the contents of this report may not alter 

existing jurisprudence of the competent decision-making 

bodies and is without prejudice to any decision which the said 

bodies might be called upon to pass in the future. 

All information contained herein is exclusively owned by FIFA 

and/or FIFA Transfer Matching System GmbH, except as 

otherwise provided herein. The reproduction of any such 

images, trademarks, text or any and all content (even 

partially) is strictly prohibited unless express prior 

approval is obtained from FIFA, FIFA Transfer Matching 

System GmbH and/or the author of such works (as the 

case may be). Any views expressed in this report do not 

necessarily reflect those of FIFA or FIFA Transfer Matching 

System GmbH. 

Due to the nature of the ITMS database, the presence of 

pending transfers, the potential cancellation of transfers, and 

data corrections, numbers may differ slightly from one report 

to another. In the event of any contradiction between the 

content of this report and other publications by FIFA TMS, the 

most recent shall always prevail. 

Source of data 

The information contained in this report is based on individual 

transaction data provided directly by football clubs in ITMS. 

Data and analyses provided only concern international 

transfers of professional male football players within 

the scope of 11-a-side football. 

The source of all data and information (unless explicitly 

indicated differently) is: 

FIFA Transfer Matching System GmbH  
Zurich, Switzerland 

 
Methodological approach 

Transfer data has been analysed for all completed transfers 

between 1 January 2011 and 26 April 2016. All data has been 

extracted from ITMS on 26 April 2016. 

All information on transfer fees and intermediary commissions 

is automatically converted into US dollars on the basis of  

conversion rates as of the day of the transfer’s first registration 

in ITMS. Numbers in the report are rounded. 

Transfers are allocated to a certain date according to the date 

when they reach the status of “ITC request” in ITMS, 

irrespective of the date of their first entry. 

Player salaries in this report are equal to what is indicated in 

ITMS as total fixed remuneration (TFR). TFR is the total fixed 

amount that a player will receive over the full length of his 

new employment contract as a minimum guaranteed base 

salary. This figure includes sign-on fees and other money paid 

by the new club to the player. It does not include conditional 

bonus payments, such as performance-related bonuses. 

Salary information is entered directly into ITMS by the clubs. 

For regulatory reasons, the amount disclosed must match the 

one indicated in the contract, which can have different 

formats in each country. Therefore, clubs can report the 

amount as gross or net of taxes. In line with FIFA TMS’s goal 

of reaching full transparency, all numbers in this report reflect 

what clubs have disclosed in ITMS. 

Note on nationalities 

Among its 209 Member Associations, FIFA recognises a 

number of non-sovereign entities. Therefore, this report may 

include nationalities corresponding to entities that are not 

members of the UN. 

In line with FIFA TMS’s transparency standards, all nationalities 

in this report reflect what clubs have disclosed in ITMS. 

Data protection 

The data contained in ITMS and in this report is covered by 

Swiss data protection law. Those associations and clubs whose 

names appear in this report have expressly authorised FIFA 

TMS to disclose information concerning their transfers for 

reporting purposes. 


