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EDITORIAL

EXPANDING THE FIELD
Qualification for the 2018 World Cup started back in 2015 for some of FIFA’s
member associations, and the list of 209 registered teams will be whittled
down to 32 by 1 December 2017, the date of the Final Draw in Moscow.
World Cup qualifying matches have a charm all of their own, consistently
producing emotion-packed dramas and an ever-changing cast of heroes
and villains.
The idea of qualifying for the World Cup was introduced for Italy 1934,
Uruguay 1930 having been an invitation-only event featuring just 13 teams.
The inaugural qualifying match was between Sweden and Estonia in
Stockholm on 11 June 1933, which the hosts won 6-2. The identity of the
first-ever goalscorer in the history of World Cup qualification is disputed,
however: some reports said it was Sweden captain Knut Kroon, others that
Estonia keeper Evald Tipner put the ball through his own net.

Illustration: Stephan Walter

That was over 80 years ago, and the World Cup field has since expanded
to the extent that 48 teams will take part in the final competition in 2026,
thus improving the qualification prospects of FIFA’s member associations.
I hope you enjoy the stories and images from legendary World Cup qualifiers
down the years, which can be found from page 8 onwards.
Perikles Monioudis
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

FIFA TMS has
analysed the official inter
national transfer figures for the six
confederations in 2016, a year that saw
a record number of 14,591 deals completed.
There were 879 transfers between countries
that had never traded players with each other
since the launch of the international transfer
matching system (ITMS) in 2010. “This is a
clear signal that football has become more
global than ever,” commented FIFA
TMS Acting General Manager
Kimberly Morris.
In line with its “FIFA
2.0” vision, FIFA is opening
regional offices with a view to
FIFA’s Technical Study Group

enhancing both its global commitment

has published its report on the FIFA
U 20 Women’s World Cup Papua New
-

and its cooperation with its member
associations, thus providing the latter with a
stronger and more modern service tailored

Guinea. The eighth edition of the tournament

to their precise needs. The nine offices will

was played in four stadiums in the capital city,

be located in Barbados, India, Malaysia,

Port Moresby, under the slogan “To Inspire, To

New Zealand, Panama, Paraguay,

Excel”. The goals total of 113 (3.53 per game)

Senegal, South Africa and the

equalled the previous best figure from Chile

United Arab Emirates.

2008, with eventual champions Korea DPR
hitting the back of the net 21 times – a tally
The Final Draw

made even more impressive by the fact

for the 2018 FIFA World Cup

that the goals came from nine

Russia™ will be held in the con

different players.

cert hall of Moscow’s State Kremlin
Palace on 1 December 2017. So far, only
hosts Russia have qualified for the final
tournament, with the other FIFA member
associations currently slugging it out
in qualifiers in all six continental
confederations to determine
who will fill the remaining
31 slots.
4

/ FIFA 1904

Illustration: Julien Pacaud
FIFA 1904 /

5

FIFA/COCA-COLA MEN’S WORLD RANKING
Rank Team

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

1 Argentina

0

1635

55 Albania

-4

618

109 Lithuania

2 Brazil

0

1529

56 Saudi Arabia

-8

613

110 Equatorial Guinea

+ / – Points

+ / – Points

Rank Team

-4

324

163 Moldova

1

145

5

322

164 Singapore

1

138

-3

135

3 Germany

0

1433

57 Slovenia

-5

609

111 New Zealand

-2

311

165 FYR Macedonia

4 Chile

0

1386

58 Mali

6

600

112 Jordan

-5

307

165 Kosovo

1

135

5 Belgium

0

1371

59 Venezuela

0

597

113 Latvia

-3

306

167 Laos

0

134

6 France

1

1313

60 Israel

-5

594

114 El Salvador

24

302

167 Kuwait

1

134

7 Colombia

-1

1304

61 Russia

-5

592

115 Botswana

-2

299

169 New Caledonia

-1

123

8 Portugal

0

1240

62 South Africa

-2

563

116 Cyprus

0

294

169 Indonesia

4

123

9 Uruguay

0

1195

63 Uzbekistan

-2

554

117 Nicaragua

-6

292

169 South Sudan

-1

123

10 Spain

0

1168

64 Montenegro

-1

549

117 Canada

3

292

172 Papua New Guinea

-1

122

11 Switzerland

0

1140

65 Honduras

10

547

119 Estonia

-2

291

173 Nepal

2

120

12 Wales

0

1120

66 Benin

0

531

120 Korea DPR

5

281

174 St Vincent and the Grenadines

6

117

13 England

0

1113

67 Scotland

0

527

121 Oman

-3

277

175 Cambodia

-3

116

-3

273

176 Dominica

-2

114

0

273

177 Bhutan

-1

110

14 Poland

1

1101

68 United Arab Emirates

-4

524

122 Iraq

15 Italy

1

1087

69 Haiti

0

518

122 Philippines

16 Croatia

-2

1039

70 Guinea

0

498

124 Kyrgyzstan

0

265

178 Gambia

-1

106

17 Mexico

1

1016

71 Bulgaria

1

492

125 Georgia

-4

263

178 Vanuatu

-1

106

18 Peru

1

965

72 Belarus

2

470

126 Bahrain

-3

255

180 St Lucia

-1

103

19 Costa Rica

-2

948

73 Curaçao

2

467

127 Thailand

-1

253

181 Fiji

-1

102

20 Iceland

1

899

74 Cape Verde Islands

5

466

128 Palestine

3

246

182 Guam

0

89

21 Netherlands

1

893

75 Uganda

-2

464

129 Suriname

-1

245

183 Malta

0

85

22 Ecuador

-2

887

76 Congo

-5

455

130 India

-1

244

184 Brunei Darussalam

5

82

23 Egypt

12

881

77 St Kitts and Nevis

3

443

131 Dominican Republic

-1

242

184 Macau

0

82

24 Turkey

0

857

77 Jamaica

0

443

132 Niger

-5

241

186 Seychelles

-1

78

25 Republic of Ireland

-2

854

79 Guatemala

-1

442

133 Tajikistan

-1

231

187 Bermuda

-1

77

26 Slovakia

-1

843

80 Guinea-Bissau

-12

434

134 Luxembourg

-1

230

187 Liechtenstein

1

77

27 Hungary

-1

830

81 Norway

3

426

135 Madagascar

0

220

187 Solomon Islands

-1

77

28 Bosnia and Herzegovina

-1

827

82 Faroe Islands

0

422

136 Vietnam

0

219

190 Bangladesh

0

70

29 USA

-1

818

82 Armenia

4

422

136 Guyana

-2

219

191 American Samoa

0

64

30 Ukraine

0

805

84 Trinidad and Tobago

-1

421

138 Burundi

1

218

191 Cook Islands

0

64

31 Senegal

2

799

85 Qatar

0

418

139 Sudan

-2

217

191 Samoa

0

64

32 Iran

-3

798

86 China PR

-5

404

140 Maldives

5

207

194 Timor-Leste

33 Cameroon

29

796

87 Kenya

0

392

141 Comoros

0

205

195 US Virgin Islands

34 Austria

-3

783

87 Gabon

21

392

142 Hong Kong

-2

203

35 Northern Ireland

-3

772

89 Azerbaijan

1

388

143 Lesotho

-1

202

0

769

90 Antigua and Barbuda

2

370

144 Turkmenistan

-1

37 Congo DR

12

750

91 Zambia

-3

368

145 Puerto Rico

38 Burkina Faso

15

736

92 Libya

-3

366

39 Korea Republic

-2

691

93 Syria

3

357

40 Romania

-2

688

94 Sierra Leone

2

355

41 Nigeria

9

686

95 Bolivia

0

354

36 Tunisia

42 Paraguay

-2

683

96 Kazakhstan

43 Greece

-1

682

97 Finland

44 Sweden

-3

679

45 Ghana

9

-3

53

0

44

196 Sri Lanka

0

43

197 Mongolia

1

38

200

198 Pakistan

-1

33

0

194

199 Montserrat

0

30

146 Lebanon

2

193

200 Cayman Islands

0

21

147 Mauritius

0

191

201 Turks and Caicos Islands

0

20

148 Yemen

1

184

202 San Marino

0

17

148 Angola

-4

184

203 Andorra

0

12

2

352

148 Tahiti

1

184

204 British Virgin Islands

0

11

-4

350

151 Afghanistan

0

179

205 Anguilla

0

0

98 Swaziland

1

349

151 Chad

0

179

205 Bahamas

0

0

675

99 Namibia

1

347

153 São Tomé e Príncipe

0

177

205 Djibouti

0

0

-3

669

100 Rwanda

-7

345

154 Belize

9

176

205 Eritrea

0

0

-13

662

101 Togo

-11

339

155 Cuba

-1

175

205 Gibraltar

0

0

48 Morocco

9

660

102 Liberia

-1

338

156 Barbados

-1

170

205 Somalia

0

0

49 Denmark

-2

657

103 Ethiopia

9

335

157 Chinese Taipei

0

153

205 Tonga

0

0

-11

644

104 Malawi

-2

332

158 Tanzania

-2

152

46 Czech Republic
47 Côte d'Ivoire

50 Algeria
51 Serbia

-6

637

105 Zimbabwe

-2

330

159 Myanmar

0

150

52 Japan

-6

629

105 Mozambique

1

330

159 Grenada

-1

150

5

624

107 Mauritania

6

326

161 Aruba

-1

147

-10

621

108 Central African Republic

-4

325

162 Malaysia

-1

146

53 Panama
54 Australia

6

+ / – Points
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CRUNCH
TIME FOR
HONDURAS
Coaching his third national team After previous stints with Colombia and Costa Rica, Jorge Luis
Pinto is now attempting to take Honduras to Russia 2018.

LEADER
ARGENTINA (unchanged)
MOVES INTO TOP TEN
NONE

Jorge Luis Pinto is a respected coach,

The CONCACAF Coach of the Year 2014

but the 64-year-old Colombian must

switched to Honduras in December of

have taken particular pleasure from the

that year, and although World Cup quali-

fact that his Honduras team recently

fication is not going entirely according

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NONE
MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
60

won the 14 Copa Centroamericana after

to plan – after two matches in the fifth

beating hosts Panama 1-0 thanks to a

round, the team are currently in a mid-table

goal by Eddie Hernández. The result

position – Pinto has already produced

certainly atoned for Los Catrachos‘ 1-0

a decent result for his new employers

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
BURKINA FASO, CAMEROON, EGYPT, GHANA

home defeat in the November 2016

by finishing fourth at the 2016 Men’s

(6 matches each)

World Cup qualification match against

Olympic Football Tournament.

th

the Panamanians, although the three
points garnered by their rivals still rankles

Thanks to their four wins and one draw

with Pinto, who is aiming for a potential

at the Copa Centroamericana, Honduras

fourth World Cup appearance by

have climbed ten places to 65th in the

Honduras.

FIFA/Coca-Cola World Ranking. On

BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
CAMEROON (up 244 points)
BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
CAMEROON (up 29 ranks)

Eugenio Savio / AP / Keystone

24 March, the team travel to San Jose,
However, at least winning the biennial

California for a crunch match against the

cup competition guaranteed Honduras a

USA, who are currently pointless after a

place at the 2017 CONCACAF Gold Cup

sluggish start.

and thus provided some comfort for
Pinto, who at the 2014 World Cup in

Perikles Monioudis

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
COSTA RICA (down 93 points)
BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
CÔTE D’IVOIRE (down 13 ranks)

Brazil steered Costa Rica out of the
so-called Group of Death containing
Italy, England and Uruguay and ultimately
into the quarter-finals.

http://www.fifa.com/worldranking
FIFA 1904 /
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FIFA WORLD CUP™ QUALIFIERS

THE
LONG
ROAD
AHEAD
EVERY FIFA MEMBER
ASSOCIATION DREAMS
OF PLAYING IN THE WORLD
CUP, BUT TO DO SO THEY
HAVE TO NAVIGATE THE
QUALIFIERS: SOMETHING
THAT IS EASIER SAID
THAN DONE. HERE,
WE TAKE A LOOK BACK AT
SOME OF THE INSPIRING
STORIES THAT MORE THAN
80 YEARS OF QUALIFIERS
HAVE THROWN UP.

8
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Just to be sure...
Brazil’s Julinho (Júlio Botelho)
errs on the side of caution
and belts the ball back into
the net after scoring in
Brazil’s 4-0 victory over
Uruguay in the 1954 World
Cup qualifiers.

2013

Snow and more snow
Despite the weather,
the USA and Costa Rica
teams were keen to play
their qualifier near Denver
to its conclusion.

A goal is just one of the moments that can bring a game
to life – albeit without doubt the most precious.
A different kind of moment happened in Commerce City,
Colorado on 22 March 2013 at a World Cup qualifier
between the USA and Costa Rica.
Before the game, the heavens had opened above Dick’s
Sporting Goods Park near Denver and delivered a blizzard.
A very large amount of snow fell in a short space of time.
Popperfoto / Getty Images, Dustin Bradford / Getty Images

Despite the snowstorm, the players got on with the
game – a game that was completely different to how it

16th minute when Clint Dempsey fired home from close

would have been imagined just hours before: visibility had

range to make it 1-0 to the home team. Ten minutes

declined sharply, the ground was slippery and the ball

into the second half, however, the match commissioner

didn’t roll as well as it would have done without the snow.

decided that the conditions needed to be re-assessed.

To make matters worse, the USA still turned out in white

As it happened, the game was only interrupted briefly, as

in celebration of US Soccer’s centenary.

both teams urged the referee to continue without delay.
From that moment on, both teams pushed vigorously for a

The stadium, which holds 18,000, had quickly sold out in

goal – the USA for a second, Costa Rica for an equaliser.

advance and, despite the enormous amounts of snowfall,

Both teams could feel that there was something there for

all the fans had actually turned up for the game. The fans

the taking. But of course it finished 1-0.

got something to make them feel a little warmer in the

mpe
FIFA 1904 /
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2004

As a young boy, Faraj Laheeb dreamt of playing football,

players after their victory over Malaysia will never be

of playing in big matches and – maybe, just maybe – of

forgotten. Yet while his team-mates ran around in

one day even making it to a World Cup. The young Faraj

celebration and fell into each other’s arms, Faraj was

worked hard on his dream, eventually turning pro and

simply overcome with the emotion of it all, shedding

forcing his way into the Kuwaiti national team.

tears of joy and relief.

Now he was no longer alone – he was part of a team,

The magic of football was no longer merely a dream.

all dreaming of those big matches and the World Cup

bra

that captivates the entire world every four years.
In 2004, Faraj and his team-mates reached the second
round of the AFC qualifiers, where they won 15 points
from six matches and eventually topped the group
thanks to a 6-1 victory over Malaysia on 17 November,
Faraj scoring twice (to make it 4-1 and 6-1) himself.
As the final whistle sounded, it dawned on the Kuwaiti
players that they were just a little bit closer to their
dream of playing at Germany 2006. They ultimately
fell short of qualifying, finishing behind Saudi Arabia,
Korea Republic and Uzbekistan in the third round,
but the sheer elation that took hold of those Kuwaiti

10
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On we go!
Faraj Laheeb (left)
can’t keep his emotions
in check after Kuwait’s
6-1 win over Malaysia.

THE RULES AND FORMATS OF WORLD CUP QUALIFICATION
For a team to play in a World

The number of slots varies from

decide which of the two teams

in Europe, the World Cup

Cup, it generally needs to

confederation to confederation,

makes it to the World Cup.

hopefuls are divided into

secure one of its confederation’s

with some actually having

qualifying places. The host

“half-slots”, which means,

Each confederation has its own

2018, the AFC has 4.5 World

country qualifies automatically

for instance, that the winners

qualification system. In South

Cup slots, whereas CONCACAF

for the final competition, as did

of the OFC qualifiers have to

America, for example, there is

has 3.5, CONMEBOL has 5,

the reigning world champions

go through a two-legged

a round-robin format with the

the OFC has 0.5, CONMEBOL

from 1938 right through to

play-off against the fifth-placed

ten associations playing each

has 4.5, and UEFA has 13.

2002.

CONMEBOL team in order to

other home and away, whereas

groups of six teams. For Russia

1989

When you look at an image like this, you get an uneasy feeling. Our
eyes have been sensitised to blood, as it’s usually associated with
suffering and brutality. Likewise, this photo from 6 September 1989,
in which a blood-soaked England defender Terry Butcher talks to the
press, has not lost any of its power. Yet the story behind it is innocent
enough. That evening in Stockholm, Butcher “just” stood his ground.
He finished his country’s key qualifier in Sweden, despite suffering
a cut to the forehead early in the game that required stitches.
Looking back 28 years later, there are clearly a couple of unanswered
questions. Did the team doctor do a bad job? Why were only seven
stitches put in, when it took 13 to close the wound after the game?
Or perhaps: was it advisable to go on fighting for headers with an open
wound above your eye, as Butcher did that night? There is still no urgent
need to resolve these questions, as the story here is something else:
Gustavo Ferrari / Keystone / AP, David Cannon / Allsport / Getty Images

despite his injury, Butcher never stopped fighting for the point that his
England side took from their goalless draw in Sweden that night. It
helped to set England up for a relaxed encounter in Poland for their last
group game a month later and ultimately smoothed their passage to
Italy for the 1990 World Cup. His commitment to the cause will be
the stuff of legends for evermore. Nowadays, if a player’s wound won’t
stop bleeding, the player has to be substituted.
sca

Game of his life
England’s Terry Butcher after his
country’s 0-0 draw in Stockholm,
a game he finished, despite the blood.

FIFA 1904 /
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1981

losing his voice as he launched into his unforgettable monologue:

even the most mundane of football matches sound interesting

“Lord Nelson! Lord Beaverbrook! Sir Winston Churchill! Sir An-

on the radio. A quiet, reserved man by nature, he became a

thony Eden! Clement Attlee! Henry Cooper! Lady Diana! Maggie

different person once behind the microphone, painting

Thatcher – can you hear me, Maggie Thatcher! Your boys took a

pictures with his words and letting his emotions run free.

hell of a beating! Your boys took a hell of a beating!”

He probably wasn’t expecting a mundane game on 9 September

And with that, Lillelien secured his place among the legendary

1981 when Norway welcomed England to Oslo, but like most

football commentators. Little Norway, a team with amateurs in its

Norwegian fans, he no doubt fully expected England to canter

ranks, had defeated the mighty England – but it was the English

to victory, especially as the Three Lions had scored at least four

who had the last laugh as it was they who went on to book their

goals in each of their previous encounters with Norway, most

ticket to Spain ‘82.



Commentator Bjørge Lillelien had an incredible ability to make

recently in a 4-0 victory at Wembley a year earlier.

bra

Midfield dynamo Bryan Robson looked to have opened the
floodgates with his goal after a quarter of an hour, and it would
have surprised nobody if England had gone on to add more
goals at will. But then Tom Lund equalised before Hallvar
Thoresen fired Norway into a shock 2-1 half-time lead. The
English laid siege to the Norwegian goal in the second half,
but they simply could not break the defence down.
When the final whistle sounded, the fans at Ullevaal Stadium
understandably went wild – as did Lillelien, at times almost

12
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No way past Norway
Action from the Norwegians’ historic 2-1 win
over England in Oslo in 1981.

1996

There are games where it wouldn’t take too long to list the highlights. It’s not often that a whole game would have only one
moment worth mentioning, though. And the chances of that high
point occurring in the first three seconds of the match – much
less of actually being the kick-off itself – are much lower again.
Yet Scotland’s Billy Dodds knows exactly what that feels like.

No opposition
Scotland players celebrate their walk-over
win in a World Cup qualifier in Estonia
in 1996. The Tartan Army famously sang
“There’s only one team in Tallinn.”

He kicked a game off, his captain John Collins received the ball...

Bob Thomas / Getty Images, Matthew Ashton / PA / EMPICS Sport

and the referee blew the final whistle. That’s what happened on
9 October 1996 in a World Cup qualifier in the Estonian capital,
Tallinn.
After their final training session at the stadium the night before

of their celebrations, to enjoy a kick-about on the Kadriorg

the game, the Scots lodged an official protest concerning the

Stadium pitch before moving on. Little did they know that there

night-time visibility provided by the Estonian FA’s ad hoc flood-

would actually be no reason to celebrate at all.

lighting. As a result, FIFA moved the kick-off time for the following
day’s game forward to an afternoon timeslot. The Estonians, in

Following an appeal by the Estonians, FIFA decreed that the game

turn, refused to accept this, and did not turn up for the match.

was to be replayed on neutral territory. So, on 11 February 1997,
Estonia and Scotland duly played out a goalless draw in front

The Scots and their supporters – around 700 members of the

of a crowd of 4,000 at the Stade Louis II in Monaco. It was

Tartan Army had travelled to Tallinn – celebrated their 3-0 victory

nonetheless enough for the Scots to qualify for France 1998.
mpe

exuberantly. The Scottish fans took the opportunity, in the course

FIFA 1904 /
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1989

US athletes can rarely be accused of suffering from an

domestic soccer, as it led to the US participating in the World

inferiority complex. When necessary, when everything goes

Cup finals for the first time in 40 years.

wrong, they work themselves up into a frenzy – and their
relish for the fight sees them through. The World Cup

Was it all down to that famous American attitude? Not quite.

qualification campaign for Italia ’90 is an excellent example.

Trinidad and Tobago had certainly underestimated their

The US had to win their last game of the qualifying cam-

opponents, and were caught napping. The government had

paign away to Trinidad and Tobago with a team made up

planned a national holiday in the event of the country’s

of amateurs. What’s more, the team had been humiliated

first-ever qualification for the World Cup. The fans painted

two weeks earlier – an embarrassing goalless draw at home

their faces red. And their cars. And their houses. But it was

to El Salvador – and it was still fresh in everyone’s minds.

all in vain. It would be another 16 years before the Caribbean
nation would qualify for the World Cup for the first time.

But then things changed. 29 minutes into the game,

sca

25-year-old Paul Caligiuri, the only professional in the
team, was jogging across the bumpy pitch in Port of Spain.
It was hot – almost 30°C – not good conditions to be
trying to make life hard for athletes from the Caribbean.
Caligiuri nonetheless set off on a sprint, controlled the ball,
beat a man and fired home from 25 metres out for the
opening goal. And the only goal. In the States, they say
that Caligiuri’s long-range strike changed the course of

14
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19 November 1989
Paul Caligiuri and the US team
celebrate their surprise 1-0 victory
in Port of Spain.

THE RACE TO QUALIFY
FOR RUSSIA 2018
To check out the current
standings in the 2018 qualifiers,
simply visit FIFA.com. So far,
with the next round of matches
due to be played in March 2017,
no fewer than 1,631 goals have
been scored in 561 matches.
That represents an average
of 2.91 goals per game, which
suggests that teams are playing
to win – after all, wins equal
points, which may ultimately
equal qualification alongside

Mark Lennihan / Keystone / AP, Max Colin / Onze / Icon Sport via Getty Images

hosts Russia.

Any more for any more?
A waiter from the Tunis
stadium café serves some tea
in the December sun during
the home side’s 4-1 win
over Egypt in the 1978 World
Cup qualifiers.
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SNAPSHOT

Gone fishing
A fisherman hoping to catch a bite in the Gulf of Finland near
Saint Petersburg. Behind him is the new football stadium on
Krestovsky Island, one of the venues of the FIFA Confederations
Cup 2017 and the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™.
16
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Dimitri Lovetsky / AP / Keystone
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SOCIAL MEDIA
FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
“Who was the best signing of the January transfer window?”

“DRAXLER BEING ACQUIRED BY PSG.
HE REALLY HELPS THEM WITH THE LOSS OF IBRAHIMOVIĆ.”
Ian Rosenberger (USA) on Twitter

“PAYET TO OLYMPIQUE MARSEILLE. HE WANTED TO
’COME HOME’ AND THEY WERE LUCKY TO SIGN HIM.”
Yudo (Indonesia) on Twitter

“STEVAN JOVETIĆ TO SEVILLA, HE HAS MADE THE DIFFERENCE AND
SCORED THREE GOALS SO FAR AND OFFERS EXCELLENT PERFORMANCES.”
Oussama Lemaghi (Morocco) on Facebook

“ISAK TO DORTMUND. HE IS A GREAT SIGNING FOR THE FUTURE,
AND COULD POTENTIALLY BE THE NEXT IBRAHIMOVIĆ.”

Getty Images (3)

Brendan (USA) on Twitter

“THOMAS DELANEY FROM COPENHAGEN TO WERDER BREMEN.”
Tommy Larsen (Denmark) on Twitter

FIFA 1904 /
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FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP

A sea of red
Seoul in the
grip of World
Cup fever in
2002.
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2002 ALL OVER AGAIN?
In May, Korea Republic will host the FIFA U-20 World Cup, and the young South Koreans
will be hoping to do just as well as the home team did in 2002,
when the Taegeuk Warriors nearly went all the way...
By Annette Braun

If you were to think of a word to describe
most Korea Republic fans’ attitude towards
their team before the 2002 FIFA World
Cup™, you’d probably think of “reserved”
or maybe even “sceptical”, and they had
good reason to have such low expectations
of their team, who had never won a single
World Cup game prior to 2002. They had
made it to every final competition from
Mexico ‘86 onwards, but it was always the
same old story.

“I’d like it if we
managed to get
as many of the
country’s football
fans behind us
as possible.”
Shin Tae-yong

2002 would prove to be different as the
South Koreans were hosting the event
together with neighbouring Japan. The
eyes of the entire world were on them,
scrutinising the team’s performances more
closely than ever before. The supporters
were of course desperate for their heroes

Fine-tuning
Coach Shin Tae-yong
puts his charges through
their paces ahead of the
U-20 World Cup.

to show their mettle – but would they?
Would they be able to consign that
unwanted statistic to history? The home
fans were far from sure, and they were
indeed reserved and sceptical right up
until the tournament kicked off.
Of course, having low expectations in
order to keep your later disappointment
in check is not necessarily a bad idea, but
if your team does surprise you and goes
on to win, you can then turn that glimmer
of hope into a ray of light and bask in

Prisma, KFA (2)

the reflected glory. In the end, the South
Koreans greatly surpassed all expectations
at the 2002 World Cup, setting off a wave
of euphoria that swept the length and
breadth of the country.
FIFA 1904 /
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FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP
After opening their campaign with a

especially as time is running out for him

2-0 win over Poland, Guus Hiddink’s team

to put a strong side in place for the com-

drew 1-1 with the USA before defeating
Portugal 1-0 in their final group match to
secure top spot. They then saw off Italy
2-1 in the round of 16 thanks to a golden
goal from Ahn Jung-hwan, and then held
their nerve to defeat Spain in a penalty
shoot-out in the quarters to become the
first-ever Asian World Cup semi-finalists.

For the players who are selected
by their countries, the U-20 World
Cup will represent the highlight
of their career so far as it will
give them the opportunity to
test themselves at a high level.

petition that begins in May. “I’ve not
thought about goals so far as we haven’t
played a game with a full-strength line-up
yet. That being said, because this World
Cup is being hosted in our country, I think
we need to reach at least the quarterfinals, or even go beyond that,” he says.
Shin’s memories of 2002 are still fresh in

That was where their fairy tale ended,

his mind. “I’d like it if we managed to get

however, with a narrow defeat at the

as many of the country’s football fans

hands of Germany closely followed by

TEAM AND FANS IN PERFECT HARMONY

behind us as possible,” he admits. “I think

another by Turkey in the match for third

Unlike Hiddink, Shin Tae-yong has had

that our young players will achieve better

place, but Korea Republic’s fourth-place

Korean citizenship since birth – hardly

results and draw strength from our sup-

finish in 2002 remains the best-ever

surprising, given that he was born there –

porters if they show up in droves like they

performance by an AFC side at a

but there are some parallels to be drawn

did for the 2002 World Cup.”

World Cup. Coach Guus Hiddink is still

between the two men. Like Hiddink before

revered by South Koreans to this very day,

him, Shin has recently accepted the

For the players who are selected by their

and he even received honorary South

challenge of leading a South Korean World

countries, the U-20 World Cup will

Korean citizenship in recognition of his

Cup campaign on home soil, and he too

represent the highlight of their career so

achievements.

knows that it won’t be a walk in the park,

far as it will give them the opportunity to

Get in!
Cho Youngwook celebrates
with his Korean
team-mates after
scoring against
Portugal’s U-20s
in a 1-1 draw.
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test themselves at a high level and lay the

title. In the final, the young Serbs faced

would certainly have nothing against an

foundations for a possible future career in

the might of Brazil – who were gunning

injection of new blood from a successful

the senior national team. Small wonder,

for their sixth U-20 championship in nine

youth set-up, particularly as they didn’t

therefore, that the list of Golden Ball

appearances – and eventually came out on

make it out of the group stage at Brazil

winners at the U-20 World Cup reads like

top 2-1 thanks to Nemanja Maksimović’s

2014, finishing bottom of their group to

a who’s who of football with the names

extra-time winner.

boot, which means that their bar will
probably be set a little lower for Russia

of Diego Maradona, Lionel Messi and Paul
Pogba all featuring prominently.

They were welcomed home as heroes, more

2018, assuming they qualify from the

than 50,000 fans lining the streets of

AFC preliminaries, of course.

Those superstars aside, this year’s Korean

Belgrade to greet them as they held the

Republic youngsters will have their own

trophy aloft on the balcony of the town hall.

As for the upcoming U-20 World Cup, the

home-grown heroes to try and emulate,

Since then, the players’ fledgling careers

young Taegeuk Warriors will certainly start

and not just those from 2002 either. Take

have only gone in one direction: upwards.

as underdogs but if they get off to a flying
start in their opening match, expect the

the 1983 U-20 vintage, for example, who
enjoyed great success at Mexico ‘83 by

One of the team’s key players in 2015

home fans to get right behind them – just

reaching the semi-finals before bowing out

was midfielder Sergej Milinković-Savić,

as they did in 2002 – watching the players

2-1 at the hands of eventual winners Brazil.

who at the time was beginning to make

take it round by round, climbing another

his mark with Belgian side KRC Genk.

step on the (career) ladder as they go.

And then there were the 2012 Olympians

His performances in New Zealand did not

who took the bronze medal in London,

go unnoticed by European football’s

and last but not least the team that finished

leading lights, and Italian giants Lazio won

as runners-up at the AFC Asian Cup in

the race for his signature ahead of other

2015. At club level, the Korean K-League

clubs such as Fiorentina.

is still regarded as the strongest league in
Asia, even though more and more clubs,

Predrag Rajković was named as the tourna-

particularly in Japan and China, are

ment’s best goalkeeper in 2015, and he

FIFA U-20 WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS

starting to flex their financial muscles.

too secured a move abroad – to Maccabi

Preliminary competitions are held in the

So far, South Korean clubs have won the

Tel Aviv in the Israeli top flight – on the

six confederations to determine the teams

AFC Champions League no fewer than

back of his displays in New Zealand,

that qualify. So far, only the teams from

11 times, dating back to Busan IPark’s

as did Maksimović, the youngster whose

Asia, Europe, Oceania and South America

triumph in 1985 and stretching right

118th-minute goal sealed victory, who opted

are known.

through to 2016 when Jeonbuk Hyundai

for FK Astana in Kazakhstan.
Asia: Iran, Japan, Korea Republic (qualified

Motors claimed the crown. And no Asian
club has as many titles to their name as

Those three U-20 world champions also

automatically as hosts), Saudi Arabia,

Pohang Steelers, yet another team from

have something else in common, however,

Vietnam

Korea Republic.

as they were all part of the Serbian team
that won the UEFA European U-19 Cham-

Europe: England, France, Germany, Italy,

So can the South Korean fans carry this

pionship in 2013. It’s distinctly possible,

Portugal

year’s U-20s to more glory on home soil?

therefore, that Serbia will soon have a

Shin and the legions of Korea Republic

new golden generation, one that will

fans would like nothing more.

give the senior national team renewed
hope for the future after failing to qualify

South America: Argentina, Ecuador,

SERBIA’S COUP

for the European Championship in 2012

Uruguay, Venezuela

For confirmation that dreams can come

or 2016, not to mention the FIFA World

true, we only need to rewind two years to

Cup™ in 2014.

the most recent U-20 World Cup in New
KFA

Oceania: New Zealand, Vanuatu

The qualified teams from North, Central
America and the Caribbean will emerge

Zealand when Serbia, making their debut

Korea Republic’s senior national team,

in early March, closely followed by those

at the competition, walked away with the

currently coached by German Uli Stielike,

from Africa later the same month.
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PLACE Burgui, Spain
DATE 9 January 2017
TIME 16:04
PHOTOGRAPHER Jesus Diges

EPA / Keystone
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THE INTERVIEW

Pioneer
Angelo Schirinzi, 44,
has made beach soccer
big in Switzerland.
26
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“BEACH SOCCER
MEETS THE OLYMPIC
REQUIREMENTS”
Angelo Schirinzi is set to take part in his fifth Beach Soccer
World Cup. The Swiss national team coach is regarded as
a man in the know. Ahead of the tournament in the Bahamas
(27 April to 7 May) he says: “Brazil are back.”
By Alan Schweingruber (text) and Gian Marco Castelberg (photos)

His children are playing on the ground floor of
the detached house, while his wife is making
coffee. Angelo Schirinzi, 44, runs up the steps
in his black jogging bottoms. He is fleet of foot,
almost buoyant. He points to a collage of
photographs on the wall on the first floor and
says: “That’s how it all began, 15 years ago.”
The images show the Frenchman Eric Cantona,
next to him is Alain Sutter. Schirinzi is also there.

Gian Marco Castelberg / 13 Photo

Angelo, joy is radiating out of these pictures.
How important is it to have fun when playing
beach soccer?
Angelo Schirinzi: Beach soccer is not a
lifestyle competition. We all train hard. But of
course the element of fun is always there and
you couldn’t have beach soccer without it.
Can any footballer try playing on sand?
Definitely. Most professional beach soccer
players started on grass. There are a few
exceptions. In Brazil, where the people are
crazy about football, thousands of children
play on the sand every day – they practically
grow up playing beach soccer. In Europe it is
different. Here, players acquire a taste for it
eventually, maybe when they are 16 or 17.
FIFA 1904 /
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THE INTERVIEW
How good are Brazil? The last three World
Cups have gone to Russia and Portugal.
The Brazilians were resting on their laurels
somewhat and missed the boat as the
emerging nations went past them. A lot of
countries have come on in leaps and bounds
over the last ten years. Particularly in Europe,
the level is high. However – and we will see
this in the Bahamas – the Brazilians have
identified their shortcomings and remedied
them.
Can the team win the 2017 World Cup?
I’m actually pretty sure that Brazil will
triumph. Their strength in depth is immense.
The association has done excellent work
over the last few years.
Your team has been one of the best for a
decade. Switzerland and sandy beaches –
they don’t go together somehow.
That image is a little outdated and has come
from the early days of the sport. Success in
beach soccer these days takes more than
natural beaches and a flair for juggling the
ball. Alongside talent, successful football
on sand requires discipline and a willingness
to work above all.

It is no different on grass.
You can’t start comparing beach soccer to
football on grass. The professionals on
the field earn millions, whereas the players
in my team, for example, don’t earn a thing
and they all put the work in. They even have
to take unpaid leave when we travel to
tournaments. So the conditions are completely different.
28
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NAME Angelo Schirinzi
BORN 5 November 1972 in Basel
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS 2nd at the 2009 World Cup in Dubai. 2005 European champion in Russia
CAREER ON GRASS FC Nordstern Basel, FC Riehen, FC Solothurn (all in Switzerland)
CAREER ON SAND Player-manager and coach of the Swiss national beach soccer team since 2001

Gian Marco Castelberg / 13 Photo

“The Brazilians have identified
their shortcomings and remedied
them. I’m pretty sure they will
triumph at the World Cup.”

“Success in beach soccer these days
needs more than natural beaches
and a flair for juggling the ball.”

What are the biggest differences between
playing on sand and playing on grass?
In beach soccer, you don’t really run with the
ball – you mainly play it in the air. Bicycle kicks
and scissor kicks are popular, and of course set
pieces are very valuable. Dead-ball situations
are a goalscoring opportunity.
Do beach footballers need more muscles?
I don’t think so. But fitness is at least equally
important. We train four times a week in
winter. In summer it’s even more. When you
are looking for consistency, a few weeks in a
training camp before a tournament is not
enough any more.
How did you get into this sport?
Shortly after the turn of the millennium, I saw
a game that Eric Cantona was playing on
Eurosport by chance. After his career at
Manchester United, he had started promoting
beach soccer in France and Europe. It fascinated
me and that is how my project of growing
the sport in Switzerland got under way. I was
met with great enthusiasm in several places.
The key moment was when I enlisted former
professional footballers like Alain Sutter or
Thomas Bickel as active promoters. The press
jumped on it straight away.
Since then, you have also trained Tahiti
and travelled to 35 other countries to take
the sport to the people there. What is your
mission?
People often criticise me for my openness,
saying: how can you always drive on the
competition? But the development of beach
soccer is close to my heart. It is a sport that
has potential. My experience with the people

in Tahiti, for example, was indescribable.
The players really threw themselves into it,
they were tireless in training. Two years ago,
they made it to the World Cup final. You can
imagine the scenes in Tahiti.
Will beach soccer make it into the Olympics
soon?
Of course, there are hopes within the community. There are currently over 110 active nations
playing beach soccer. I think that we meet
the Olympic requirements 100 per cent. The
audience look forward to the entertainment,
to an extraordinary performance. Beach soccer
can offer just that.
How good is your team?
I think we are one of the best in the world.
Once again, we made it through the tricky
European group. Remember, top teams like
Russia and Spain haven’t even made it to the
Bahamas! World Cup qualification is a benchmark, as the teams need to tap into their full
potential and can’t afford to make any mistakes. In Europe, you need six wins from ten
games. We managed to beat Spain – that was
the key.

time at the hotel pool. It is important for them
to clear their heads from time to time.
What is your strategy on the sand?
We try to dominate the game by keeping hold
of the ball. We play in two blocks and everyone
more or less knows when and how often
they will be in the action in the three sets of
12 minutes. And of course playing as a unit
plays a key role. The team has to organise itself
around the leader.
Who is your leader?
Dejan Stankovic.
And you? Will you be player-manager as you
were at the 2015 World Cup?
That was an exception because we were a little
light in terms of numbers. My active playing
career is over. I want to make way for the
young players.

What do you do differently to your coaching
colleagues?
I make sure that we don’t approach our task
too doggedly. You need to be somewhat
relaxed to cope with the long, hard training
schedule.
What does being relaxed look like?
Ah, it’s the little things. We go on trips, for
example, on a city break or to a museum. I also
don’t ban my players from spending their free
FIFA 1904 /
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THEN

1967
AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

Eric / Anefo / Nationaal Archief

Passers-by watch the Dukla Prague v. Ajax European Cup match through a high-street shop window.
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NOW

2017
OUAGADOUGOU, BURKINA FASO

Olympia De Maismont / AFP

Burkina Faso fans follow their team in the Africa Cup of Nations match against Gabon.
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

AN UNLIKELY
DOUBLE ACT

What would happen if Carli Lloyd
and Silvia Neid went for a stroll
through the streets of Zurich
the day after being honoured at
The Best FIFA Football Awards?
FIFA 1904 pictures the scene.
By Annette Braun

Carli Lloyd strides across Sechseläutenplatz
and hurries over the pedestrian crossing
to the promenade by Lake Zurich, which
today is bathed in winter sunlight. Spotting
a familiar face, the American’s smile is
returned by Silvia Neid, who has been
waiting for her.
They are in excellent spirits, which is
hardly surprising given that both received
gongs for the best women’s player and
best women’s coach of 2016 respectively
the night before at The Best FIFA Football
Awards.
After the pair greet each other warmly,
Lloyd asks the German, who retired from
coaching after the Olympic Games in Rio,
Carli Lloyd
The USA star was
named as the best
player in the world
for the second
year running in
Zurich in January.
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“Three. I still can’t believe it. A major
honour for me,” says Neid, still clearly
overcome with emotion. Lloyd is catching
her up though, having now received her
second award from FIFA.

Harry How / Getty Images

how many awards she won in her career.

PRICKLY CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
Neid suggests going for a stroll, to which
Lloyd agrees – but only after reassuring
herself that there are no cactuses in the
immediate vicinity. An unlikely contingency
admittedly, this being the centre of Zurich,
but one such prickly plant got stuck in her
hand while she was hiking as an 18-yearold in Arizona, and the scars were visible
for years afterwards. Understandably, she
has given cactuses a wide berth ever since,
even in Zurich – she doesn’t want her
career to come to a premature end.
The pair move off, reflecting on the previous year, one in which the Women’s
Olympic Football Tournament figured
prominently for both – with contrasting
outcomes: it proved to be the crowning
achievement of a glittering career for Neid,
but it was a bitter disappointment for
Lloyd. However, these two football giants
are treating those twin imposters of
triumph and disaster the same, and taking
time out from the game.
They walk past the Chinese Garden and sit
down on a bench overlooking the lake,
chatting about how they have spent all that
Simon Hofmann / Bongarts / Getty Images

free time since Rio. “I got married,” laughs
Lloyd. “It was the highlight of the year for
me. Brian and I tied the knot in Mexico, and
all of our family and friends were there.”
And how has Neid been spending her
time? “I’ve been winding down on the golf
course at home,” says the former Germany
coach. “Golf helps me to clear my head

Silvia Neid
Leading her side
to Olympic gold
in Rio before she
stepped down as
Germany coach
went a long way
towards securing a
third world coach
of the year award.
FIFA 1904 /
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Team USA’s involvement in the tournament

Lloyd and Neid: both have been key to

nods in agreement, as golf also plays an

ended in the quarter finals, when they lost

their teams and to the development of the

important role in her life – it’s what her

in a penalty shoot out to eventual runners

women’s game around the world. Each

husband, Brian Hollins, does for a living.

up Sweden. It was an unusual and bitter

has brought the sport forward through

experience after the 2012 Olympics and

their achievements.

SAMBA FOR SUCCESS

-

-

-

and come back to down to earth.” Lloyd

2015 World Cup triumphs.

While Lloyd thinks back to her big day,

A new chapter is now beginning for both,

Neid’s thoughts are on that Olympic final

Neid asks Lloyd how she deals with defeat.

with Lloyd’s focus already firmly on the

in Rio’s legendary Maracanã stadium,

“It spurs me on and motivates me,” she

2019 Women’s World Cup in France and

the icing on the cake of a highly successful

replies. “It makes me work even harder to

Neid remaining an active member of

career as both player and coach. To fulfil

reach my goals.” This has been her hallmark

the football community despite stepping

her dream of Olympic glory in the arena

ever since the start of her career, when she

down as national team coach. She is now

where the German men had become

asked her coach to help her improve and

involved in spotting football trends for the

world champions two years before was

make the leap to the national team.

German Football Association.

FOCUSING ON FRANCE

The conversation draws to an end, and the

She has wonderful memories of her whole

“I’m looking ahead again,” says Lloyd with

two giants of the women’s game take

time in Brazil, especially the excellent team

conviction. She is drawing inspiration from

their leave of each other. Will they meet

spirit. The group played music together, and

places like England, where she recently

up again? “I hope so,” says Neid. “Perhaps

this being Brazil, it had to be samba: every

took in some Premier League matches in

at The Best FIFA Football Awards again?

player tried an instrument, with varying

London and Liverpool. For her, a holiday

That would be nice!” “I’m going to play as

degrees of success. This willingness to try

without football is no holiday at all. After

well as I possibly can so that I’m among

new things and blend in with the commu

absorbing the action from arguably the

the nominees again,” promises the Ameri

nity was key to winning gold on the pitch.

most exciting league in the world, Lloyd

can star.

something special.

returned to her club Houston Dash and
Germany put in some impressive perform

the national team raring to go. A strong

They cross the street and say goodbye,

ances, which Lloyd also touches on as they

work ethic, mental strength and technique

their shadows on Sechseläutenplatz

talk. It’s as though she’s reading Neid’s

have all been much in evidence in her

diminishing as they go their separate ways.

mind. “It didn’t work out as we hoped for

career, qualities that no doubt have also

us. We really wanted to defend the title,

been vital to Neid as the German coach

*The quotations are real,

but it just didn’t work out,” she reflects.

turned her teams into champions.

the meeting purely imaginary.

NEXT STOP: SHEBELIEVES AND ALGARVE CUPS
UEFA Women’s EURO in the Netherlands,

southern Portugal, will be contested by

the USA in early March. With the USA,

while for the hosts, it will be an opportunity

Australia, Canada, China PR, Denmark,

Germany, France and England, currently

for coach Jill Ellis to assess the young

Iceland, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway,

ranked first, second, third and fifth in the

talent at her disposal with the 2019 World

Portugal, Russia, Sweden and Spain. It will

world respectively, all taking part, top

Cup in mind and to see how they measure

be the 24th edition of a competition that

up against the top teams.

has become a firm fixture of the women’s

-

The 2017 SheBelieves Cup kicks off in

quality football is guaranteed. For the

football calendar.

three European teams in particular, the
At virtually the same time, the second

of their progress ahead of this summer’s

warm up tournament, the Algarve Cup in
-

tournament will provide a useful barometer
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OPEN LETTER FROM THE FIFA PRESIDENT
This is not a celebratory letter. After all, nearly two years ago,
FIFA seemed to have reached rock bottom. I am under no illusions:
by the time I took over, the institution was unlikely to go anywhere
but uphill from there.
This is a reflection on the first 12 months of the path that we chose
for the long and climbing journey and how these months have
prepared the ground for the long-term future of the organisation.
Following such a severe crisis, FIFA had no option but to change.
I am not only referring to the election of a new president, but,
much more importantly, to the adoption of a structure that could
literally force good governance upon the organisation.
If this sounds harsh, it’s because it is. The times called for that.
I was elected on 26 February 2016, on the same day as the revised
FIFA Statutes were approved. As one of the members of the 2016
FIFA Reform Committee that drafted those proposals, I knew exactly
what I was dealing with. As FIFA President, it was my duty to have a
game plan ready so that we could start implementing changes right

TO EVERYONE
WHO CARES
ABOUT
FOOTBALL

away, both as part of the reforms and to improve the everyday
operations of the organisation.
As I look back, I do see mistakes – wherever there are people, there
will always be mistakes – but the important thing is that we learn
from them. What I can say without question is that every step that
FIFA has taken during this year has been guided by an honest
purpose. It is the purpose that has permeated my plans since the
presidential campaign and it aims to serve one single beneficiary:
the game of football.
This was the reasoning behind “FIFA 2.0 – The Vision for the Future”,
the master plan for the institution, which I presented to the FIFA
Council last October. Football is a magnificent sport whose positive
influence is palpable in several different areas of society. This is
indisputable. But, for me, something is very wrong if the core goal
of FIFA is not to focus deeply on the game. If this is done right,
the associated benefits will naturally follow.
FIFA exists to promote the game of football, protect its integrity
and bring the game to all. Football, at all levels, must be the
ultimate beneficiary of our resources, as well as of the efforts
by the multicultural pool of talent that works for and with the
organisation.
The full focus on football was already there when we presented the
FIFA Forward Programme, which more than tripled our investment
in football development. It was there when we started incorporating
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players and coaches – the FIFA Legends – into our activities and
decision-making, and when we embarked on the long-deferred
process of testing the use of technology in refereeing.
It was by looking at the evolution of the game worldwide and its
potential to grow even further that I advocated the expansion of the
FIFA World Cup™. There are more countries producing high-level
talent now than there has ever been. It is only fair to increase
participation: not just for the extra 16 teams in the final tournament,
but also for the hundreds upon hundreds of players across the world
who will start contemplating qualification as a genuine possibility.
This will set in motion a virtuous cycle that, eventually, will lead
towards our core objectives: more people playing football and the
development of the game in more places around the world.
The expansion, some say in an accusatory tone, will bring more
revenue to FIFA. It will and it must, as long as our institution is
committed to reinvesting every cent that it makes back into the game
and its development. Because this is what a world governing body
should be – we exist to serve our members, and our administration
must be fit for that purpose.
This is the rationale behind our efforts to change the face of the
organisation. FIFA cannot afford to be perceived as an ivory tower,
detached from where football actually happens. We must be the
converging point of the different facets of the game and, to do so,
we must be approachable. We must be present. We must be a
human institution.
Part of the football community may tend to hear words like these as
if they were empty rhetoric, and I can understand that. This is why I
do not even think about calling for a celebration. For now we will just
keep working and letting facts speak for themselves. They surely will.
The next time we look back and see football development thriving
worldwide and the trust in FIFA fully restored, only then will we
celebrate. And we will be ready to keep on working hard to drive
things forward even further.

Lukas Mäder / 13 Photo

Yours in football,

Gianni Infantino
FIFA President
FIFA 1904 /
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POINTS FOR
YOUR EGO

It isn’t easy, making the right decision on the pitch in a split second. If you disagree
then why not test your refereeing knowledge at the FIFA World Football Museum?
By Alan Schweingruber (text) and Jörn Kaspuhl (illustrations)

Referees need a thick skin. They’re always at the centre of

yellow card. 3. Dive, yellow card. 4. No foul, goal kick. In our

things when the football action stops and the disagreements

experiment at the museum, the man at the touchscreen

start, when the players, and fans’ comments come with an

chooses option 1 after three seconds. He receives this sobering

exclamation mark or two at the end. Dive! Foul! Red card!

feedback from the computer: “That is INCORRECT. Solution:

Goal! That’s over the line! No goal! Penalty! We could easily

it was not a foul, but also not a dive. Goal kick. There was

treble or quadruple the length of this list, but subjective views

contact, but the forward was looking for it and then lost his

are boring. So, instead, let’s turn this around and ask: have

balance – 0 points.”

you ever considered what it must feel like to have to make
a decision in a split second? With millions watching? Maybe
at the World Cup?
Those not actually involved can neatly skirt around hypothetical
questions. Nobody has ever been forced to pick up a referee’s
whistle. But if you want to try it, if you want to take up the

Have you ever considered what it must
feel like to have to make a decision in a
split second? With millions watching?

challenge of being the (wo)man in the middle – without being
shouted at – there are two screens at your disposal at the
FIFA World Football Museum in Zurich, on the basement level

Perhaps – faced with these devilishly difficult decisions – our

not far from the World Cup Trophy itself. The game is called

contestant is now thinking respectfully back to the display

Be the referee. Participants are recommended to take a quick

cabinet he passed earlier. It displays the actual whistle used

look over their shoulder at times as other museum-goers like

by the charismatic referee Pierluigi Collina in the 2002 World

to sneak up from behind. At that point, a participant’s cover as

Cup final between Germany and Brazil. It was, memorably,

a football connoisseur risks being blown.

an almost perfect performance by the Italian. Next to it is
a French-made pocket watch for referees from 1950. It has

MEMORIES OF COLLINA

a 45-minute clock face and saw action in Rio de Janeiro’s

Time to get started, then. The quicker the answer, the more

venerable Maracanã stadium.

points are awarded. The aim? To convert all your expert football knowledge into the museum’s daily high score. A scene

VIDEO ASSISTANCE ON ITS WAY

from the Spain-Netherlands game at the 2014 World Cup

Our contestant gets on the scoreboard in round 2. He’s on

is shown. Fernando Torres hits the ground after a challenge

the up, you can see it. He looks at his score. Can he still claim

in the opposition penalty area. A delicate moment in a game

the day’s high score? Definitely. But then he gets the third

in which Spain so badly need goals. The game now offers

question wrong. And it took him nearly five seconds to do so.

the contestant four options: 1. Penalty, red card. 2. Penalty,

He pauses for thought. For perhaps the first time in his life he
FIFA 1904 /
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thinks, ‘It’s crazy how quickly a real-life referee has to react on
the pitch’. The press have recently been reporting on FIFA’s
new project trialling video assistance for referees. It has to be
the future.
Our contestant touches the display another two or three times
and then leaves the computer after question 5. He had long
since noticed the two girls alongside him. Happy-go-lucky and
full of anticipation they take their place and set to work
answering the first question on the display. The girls, maybe
15 years old, belong to Generation Z. Maybe the day’s high
score is within their reach? Maybe not. Well, they get question
3 right – their third in a row. Our first contestant is now standing enviously by. He refrains from making any comments and
just watches on. The youth of today – they know everything
about football!

THREE WORLD CHAMPIONS DROP BY
The FIFA World Football Museum’s “Wall of Champions”, which
lists the names of all World Cup winners, is now adorned with
three new signatures. On 18 January, Guido Buchwald (West
Germany, 1990), Paulo Sérgio (Brazil, 1994) and Christian Karembeu (France, 1998) dropped by the museum. Following a guided
tour and after posing for countless selfies with other visitors,
the three men enjoyed an emotional reunion with the FIFA World
Cup Trophy, which they were able to hold in their hands once
more, before taking part in the museum’s third “Anpfiff” panel
discussion. They were joined on stage by Wynton Rufer, the
Oceania Player of the Century, to discuss “What does it take to
become a champion?”. Legendary German coach Otto Rehhagel
was also in the audience.
Andreas Alf
FIFA 1904 /
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AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS 2017

ON CLOUD NINE
After a long drought, Cameroon have
brought a major trophy home again.
Their triumph in the Africa Cup of
Nations also means that they will be
playing in the FIFA Confederations Cup
2017. Meanwhile, coach Hugo Broos
has been inundated with marriage
proposals from back in Cameroon.
By Alan Schweingruber
42
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A whole week of dancing – what a

And that’s quite a statement as, despite

party! Only once the celebrations in

his 64 years, Broos still has a remarkably

Cameroon had slowly wound down did

healthy head of hair.

the coach dare to carry out an extensive
review. He himself had been at the

In February 2016, the Cameroonian FA

centre of everything for days. And when

faced a tricky decision: what coach to

a weary Hugo Broos finally made it

send into battle, 12 years after Winnie

home to Belgium, he came out with an

Schäfer? Why that time frame? Because

unusual metaphor: “A year ago, not a

it was 12 years since Schäfer had parted

hair on my head thought that we would

ways with Cameroon after leading them

win the Africa Cup of Nations,” he said.

to their last major honour, the 2002

Like Van Persie at his peak
Cameroon defender Ambroise
Oyongo takes to the skies in
the final against Egypt.

Africa Cup of Nations. The appointment

BIG NAMES ABSENT

they made was not a spectacular one –

It was to become a story in which the

they went for Broos. In other words, an

final chapter was the most exciting. On

older European coach who had himself

5 February, a Sunday evening in Gabon,

been in a trophy drought for over a

Broos’ Cameroon team came back from

decade. “Nobody was positive about my

a goal down against Egypt in the final to

arrival,” Broos said. “So I just got on

run out 2-1 winners. The winning goal

with my job and thought, ‘Maybe I’ll be

came rather late – it was the 88th minute

back home again soon, but if it works,

before Vincent Aboubakar fired home.

this will be a great story’.”

What’s more, Cameroon achieved this

Gabriel Bouys / AFP, imago

We did it!
Coach Hugo Broos embraces
a member of his staff.

“In 2016 I just got on
with my job and thought,
‘Maybe I’ll be back home
again soon, but if it works,
this will be a great story’.”
Hugo Broos
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Kazan
Kazan Arena

Moscow
Spartak Stadium

Saint Petersburg
Saint Petersburg Stadium

Group A

Chile (CHI)

Cameroon (CMR)

Group B

02 18:00
POR
v.
MEX

03 21:00

Tuesday
20 June

Rest day

07 18:00

GER
v.
CHI

08 21:00

Thursday
22 June

CMR
v.
AUS

10 18:00

MEX
v.
RUS

09 18:00

Saturday
24 June

NZL
v.
POR

11 18:00

CHI
v.
AUS

12 18:00

Sunday
25 June

GER
v.
CMR

WB
v.
RA

14 21:00

Thursday
29 June

3rd Place
and Final

W13
v.
W14

16 21:00

L13
v.
L14

15 15:00

Sunday
2 July

Semi-Finals

WA
v.
RB

13 21:00

Wednesday
28 June

Group Matches

05 18:00
RUS
v.
POR

06 21:00
MEX
v.
NZL

Friday
23 June

Rest day

Sunday
18 June

CMR
v.
CHI

04 18:00

Monday
19 June

AUS
v.
GER

Wednesday
21 June

MATCH SCHEDULE

01 18:00

Russia (RUS)

Australia (AUS)

RUS
v.
NZL

New Zealand (NZL)

Germany (GER)

Sochi

Portugal (POR)

Fisht Stadium

Mexico (MEX)
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Subject to Change. W = Winner, L = Loser

© FIFA

06.02.2017

Saturday
17 June

FIFA

Russia 2017
Match schedule for the Confederations Cup (17 June – 2 July)

Monday
26 June

Rest days

Tuesday
27 June

Friday
30 June

Rest days

Saturday
1 July

As might be expected, following
Cameroon’s triumph Broos
took the opportunity to question
and criticise the decisions of
Cameroon’s absent stars.

Group stage Cameroon (pictured: Collins Fai, left) beat Guinea-Bissau (Frédéric Mendy) 2-1.

feat, their 5th Cup of Nations title,
without their big-name stars from
European clubs, like Eric Maxim
Choupo-Moting of Schalke and Joël
Matip of Liverpool.
As might be expected, following
Cameroon’s triumph Broos took the
opportunity to question and criticise
the decisions of those who chose not
to travel. While insisting that the door
to the national team was not closed, he
made it clear that in future he would
no longer be taking it upon himself to
chase European-based players.
Broos will surely have some phone
calls to field. In June, during Europe’s
summer break, Cameroon will be
Chile and Australia (see FIFA Confed



up against world champions Germany,
Final Egypt’s Ali Gabr (in red) beats Nicolas Nkoulou to a header.

erations Cup match schedule, left).
Since Gabon, Broos certainly hasn’t

Gabriel Bouys / AFP (2)

been short of attention. He explains
with a laugh that, since Cameroon’s

AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS 2017: FACTS AND FIGURES

victory, he has received a number

Champions and qualified for the FIFA Confederations Cup 2017 in Russia: Cameroon.

of marriage proposals. A year ago,

Final: Egypt v. Cameroon 1-2.

not a single silver hair on his head

Semi-finals: Burkina Faso v. Egypt 1-1 AET, 3-4 on pens; Cameroon v. Ghana 2-0;

would have dreamt that that would

Match for third place: Burkina Faso v. Ghana 1-0.

be the case.

Quarter-finals: Burkina Faso v. Tunisia 2-0; Senegal v. Cameroon 0-0 AET, 4-5 on pens;
Congo DR v. Ghana 1-2; Egypt v. Morocco 1-0.
Participants: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Congo DR, Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Gabon
(hosts), Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Morocco, Senegal, Zimbabwe, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda.
Top goalscorers: 3 goals: Junior Kabananga (Congo DR); 2 goals: 11 players, including
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (Gabon), André Ayew (Ghana)
FIFA 1904 /
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PHOTO ARCHIVE

Early pioneers In recent decades, US women’s football has come on in leaps and bounds. As this photo taken in New York in 1929 shows,
46
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Sammlung Jochen Raiss

however, stateside women have a long history of playing the game.
FIFA 1904 /
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HISTORY

A GAME
FOR THE
AGES

The quarter-final between France
and Brazil at the 1986 FIFA
World Cup™ ended in a 4-3 win
on penalties for Les Bleus.
Quality, tempo, intensity – it
went down in history as one of
the best World Cup games ever.
By Annette Braun
21 June 1986 was a baking-hot day in Guadalajara,
and it was also rather loud in the sold-out Estadio
Jalisco, the venue of the first of the World Cup
quarter-finals. And what a quarter-final it turned out
to be too – France v. Brazil, two of the best teams
left in the tournament, and two teams with golden
generations who knew that Mexico ‘86 would be
their last chance to taste World Cup glory.
The names still trip off the tongue. Michel Platini,
Alain Giresse and Jean Tigana on one side ... Sócrates,
Júnior and Alemão on the other. And then there was
Zico, “the White Pelé”, who had graduated from being
a squad player in 1978 to become the leader of the
Brazilian team in 1982 that had been so easy on the
eye but had eventually succumbed to eventual world
champions Italy and their unstoppable goalscoring
machine, Paolo Rossi. Zico had been nursing a knee
injury in the build-up to Mexico ‘86 and was not
exactly in peak form. But he too knew that this would
be his swansong, his last opportunity to emulate
the great man whose name he bore in his nickname
by taking the trophy home to Brazil.
Zico started the quarter-final on the bench, just as he
had in previous matches, but with the clock ticking
down and with the score locked at 1-1, chants of
“Zico, Zico” started to go around the stadium,
getting louder and louder with every passing minute.
He was Brazil’s last hope, and the fans in the stadium –

The crucial kick
Luis Fernández
converts his
penalty and
sends France into
the semi-finals
of Mexico ‘86.
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Mexicans and Brazilians alike – knew it. He was the
chosen one, the one who could make Sócrates’ bold
pre-match prediction that “The heat and altitude will
be perfect for us, and a disaster for the Europeans”
come true.

A TIME FOR HEROES

world, Brazil v. France in 1986 was a thrilling end-to-end

Then, in the 71st minute, Brazil coach Telê Santana

affair and is quite rightly regarded as one of the best

rolled the dice and gave the crowd exactly what they

World Cup matches of all time.

wanted, sending Zico into the fray as a substitute for
Müller. It looked to have been a stroke of genius

ATTACKING FOOTBALL PAR EXCELLENCE

when, having only been on the pitch for a couple of

In the opening exchanges, Sócrates pre-match

minutes, Zico looked up and threaded an inch-perfect

prediction about the heat and altitude working in

throughball in behind the French defence for Branco to

Brazil’s favour looked to have been spot on as the

latch onto. The eyes of the spectators lit up. Their hero

French struggled to get to grips with the conditions,

was back – Zico, the poster boy of the best Brazilian

looking leggy and sapped of all energy, almost as if

side since the World Cup winners of 1970. Who else

they’d all just run a marathon. They were drenched

but he would be the man to lead the Seleção to glory?

with sweat with their hair dripping and their shirts
clinging to their bodies. The Brazilians, on the other

Branco duly got to the ball ahead of French keeper

hand, looked as fresh as a daisy. It didn’t take them

Joël Bats, knocked the ball past him and was hauled

long to make the breakthrough either, Careca

down. A shrill whistle sounded. Penalty to Brazil.

rounding off a flowing team move in the 17th minute

Zico decided to take the kick himself, but Bats was

by firing high into Bats’ net.

equal to the challenge. Who knows what would have
happened if Zico had converted the kick? Or what

Conceding the opening goal proved to be just the

would have happened if Brazil had won the game 2-1

shot in the arm that Les Bleus needed though as

and taken their place in the semi-finals? Looking back,

Henri Michel’s men came more and more into the

Zico admits: “It’s still an open wound. It still hurts

game before Platini slotted home at the far post

even now.”

shortly before the break. In the second half, the fans
were treated to a feast of attacking football from both

Zico’s memories of that fateful moment in Guadalajara

sides with non-stop action at both ends of the pitch.

are no doubt painful, but for football fans all over the

Müller hit the post, Careca struck the bar with a

Bob Thomas / Getty Images, AFP

Top-notch
attacking
football
Zico drives the
Seleção
forward after
entering the
fray as a sub.
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HISTORY
PATHS TO THE QUARTER-FINALS
FRANCE:
Group stage
Canada v. France

0-1 (0-0)

France v. USSR

1-1 (0-0)

France v. Hungary

3-0 (1-0)

Round of 16
Italy v. France

0-2 (0-1)

BRAZIL:
Group stage

Dribbling his way into history
Diego Maradona’s second goal in Argentina’s 2-1 victory over
England in the 1986 quarter-finals will never be forgotten.

Spain v. Brazil

0-1 (0-0)

Brazil v. Algeria

1-0 (0-0)

Northern Ireland v. Brazil

0-3 (0-2)

Round of 16
Brazil v. Poland

GOAL OF THE CENTURY
The 1986 World Cup quarter-finals were certainly full

4-0 (1-0)

MATCH STATS

of memorable incidents. Apart from the dramatic clash

LINE-UPS

between France and Brazil that went all the way to

Brazil:

penalties, the quarters also saw eventual world champions

Carlos – Josimar, Júlio César, Edinho,

Argentina squeeze past England thanks to a brace from

Branco – Alemão, Elzo, Sócrates, Júnior

Diego Maradona, whose second goal went down in

(91’ Paulo Silas) – Müller (71’ Zico), Careca;

World Cup history.

Coach: Telê Santana

After receiving the ball from Héctor Enrique just inside

France:

his own half shortly after the break, the Argentinian

Joël Bats – Manuel Amoros, Patrick

superstar set off on a run that saw him slalom past any

Battiston, Maxime Bossis, Thierry Tusseau –

Englishman who came near him before finishing with

Alain Giresse (84’ Jean-Marc Ferreri),

aplomb, taking the ball around goalkeeper Peter Shilton

Jean Tigana, Michel Platini, Luis Fernández –

and slotting home to give Argentina a 2-0 lead. England

Dominique Rocheteau (99’ Bruno Bellone),

clawed a goal back through Gary Lineker, but there was

Yannick Stopyra; Coach: Henri Michel

to be no denying the South Americans.
Goals:
In the build-up to the 2002 FIFA World Cup™ in Korea

1-0 Careca (17’), 1-1 Platini (41’)

and Japan, Maradona’s moment of genius in 1986
was recognised by fans the world over as the “FIFA Goal

Penalty shoot-out:

of the Century” in an online poll, finishing just ahead of

Sócrates missed; 0-1 Stopyra; 1-1 Alemão;

Michael Owen’s goal for England against Argentina in

1-2 Amoros; 2-2 Zico; 2-3 Bellone;

1998, and Pelé’s effort against Sweden for Brazil in 1958.

3-3 Branco; Platini missed;
Júlio César missed; 3-4 Fernández
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header, and Tigana went close but failed to beat Carlos

Devastated, the Brazilians trudged off the pitch and,

when well placed, before Brazil went straight down

for Zico, all that was left was to ponder the grim

the other end only for Júnior’s long-range effort to be

realisation that this team would not lift the title that

saved by Bats. And then Romanian referee Ioan Igna

many had expected them to. “This is the end for

blew for full-time, meaning that if Zico were to atone

an entire generation of players,” he said, fighting back

for his miss from the penalty spot, he would have to

tears, before Sócrates added: “This team is finished.

do so in the penalty shoot-out that would decide this

It no longer exists.”

dramatic encounter between two attack-minded sides.
Victory in the shoot-out was to be as good as it got

EVEN THE BEST GET NERVOUS

as for France too, as the European champions then

We all know the drill with penalty shoot-outs. It is a

lost to West Germany in the semi-final, just as they

time for heroes, but also a time for dreams to be

had in Seville four years earlier.

shattered by the ruthless nature of a format that puts
everyone’s emotions through the wringer before,

Brazil v. France at Mexico ‘86 will forever be remem-

eventually, a winner – and, of course, a loser – emerge.

bered as a classic, as a game for the ages, but
ultimately there was to be no happy ending to the

It says a lot about Zico’s strength of character that he

story for either side.

stepped forward again – and scored. But there was
also a certain irony in the fact that the wise old heads
of the two teams showed their nerves, with both
Sócrates and Platini missing from the spot. Júlio César
also drew a blank, which gave Luis Fernández the
chance to seal the deal and fire France into the semifinals. He didn’t need asking twice.

pixathlon, AFP

Shoot-out drama
Brazil’s Sócrates sees
his kick saved by
France’s Joël Bats.
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FIFA PARTNER

FACES OF FIFA

Name: Saba Ghadimzadeh Job title: Junior Legal
Counsel Age: 28 Nationality: United Kingdom
Date joined FIFA: 2015

Name: Alexandre Adriano Job title: French Translator
Age: 27 Nationality: Portugal
Date joined FIFA: 2015

Name: Marisa Maeder Karl Job title: Internal
Communications Manager Age: 43
Nationality: Switzerland Date joined FIFA: 2000

What exactly do you do at FIFA?

Why did you want to work for FIFA?

Why did you want to work for FIFA?

I work as a lawyer in the Commercial Legal team.

Like many FIFA employees, I’ve always loved football.

I had just finished my studies as a translator and was

I am lucky to enjoy a great breadth of interesting

I began playing for a club at nine and stopped only

looking for a job in an international environment.

work, including drafting and negotiating sponsorship

for my studies. It has always been my goal to work in

When I turned up for the interview I didn’t know it

and other commercial agreements, working with

football. Therefore, when I saw the job ad from FIFA

was for FIFA; I only found out afterwards.

FIFA Marketing to implement and manage FIFA’s

related to what I’d studied, there was no way I

commercial programme, drawing up terms and

couldn’t apply. You can imagine how happy I was

What exactly do you do at FIFA?

conditions for various FIFA events, and advising on

when they told me I’d got the job.

I work in the Internal Communications team within
Corporate Communications. I look after the

the legal aspects of FIFA competition matters. I am
privileged to work with a talented and supportive

What exactly do you do at FIFA?

promotion of FIFA events internally and organise

group of lawyers, and to advise the dynamic FIFA

Like all my colleagues in the department, I translate

lunch workshops for departments and project teams

Marketing team.

various texts from all FIFA departments into my

to present their work.

mother tongue (French). On any given day, we
Why did you want to work for FIFA?

translate magazine texts, media releases, competition

What has been the highlight of your time at

I have always wanted to work in a multi-cultural

regulations as well as financial and legal documents

FIFA to date?

environment as part of an international organisation

from and into English, German, Spanish and French.

Clearly, the FIFA World Cup in Germany in 2006!

promoting a good cause on the world stage. The

It’s a good way of finding out what FIFA is doing and

The atmosphere in Berlin, the people and all the

opportunity to work for FIFA allows me to dedicate

plans to do in the future.

events around the World Cup were just overwhelming.
It was so great to be part of the team there and to

my training as a lawyer in London to such use, whilst
still being able to work on interesting deals with

Which is your favourite football team of all time?

global business players.

France’s team of ‘98 was amazing with Zidane,
Deschamps, Barthez and Bernard Diomède. Same

Has your impression of FIFA changed since

Who is your favourite team of all time?

for Portugal in 2004 with Figo, Cristiano Ronaldo,

you joined?

Hailing from Coventry, my loyalties lie with Coventry

Pauleta, Rui Costa, Ricardo, Deco...

FIFA as an organisation has definitely changed a lot

City, but since my parents come from Iran I also have
Lukas Mäder / 13 Photo (3)

be able to work in such a fantastic environment!

over the years. It has become much more professional

to give a shout-out to Persepolis FC (a.k.a. “Arteshe

What has been the highlight of your time at

in many aspects but also more complex and therefore

Sorkh”)!

FIFA to date?

less personal. However, that’s what makes working

The FIFA Ballon d’Or 2015. It was the first time I

here so fascinating – meeting new people of many

could actually see and even talk to the most famous

different nationalities and backgrounds.

football players on the planet. An amazing experience.
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STATISTICS

VOLUNTEER
CAMPAIGN
176,870

PEOPLE APPLIED FOR THE
VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME
OF THE FIFA CONFEDERATIONS
CUP 2017 AND OF THE 2018 FIFA
WORLD CUP™.
THIS IS THE HIGHEST NUMBER
OF APPLICATIONS IN WORLD CUP
HISTORY.
41% OF THE CANDIDATES
WERE MEN, 59% WOMEN.
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The applicant who lives the furthest away from Moscow comes from
Ushuaia in Argentina. The distance adds up to 15,551 kilometres.

15,000

OVER
VOLUNTEERS WILL BE
WORKING DURING THE WORLD
CUP, OVER 5,000 DURING
THE CONFEDERATIONS CUP.

27%

OF THE CANDIDATES ARE FROM
ABROAD. THE COUNTRIES WITH
THE MOST APPLICANTS ARE
EGYPT (4,088),

MEXICO (3,081)
AND COLOMBIA

(2,572).

Illustration: Lesja Chernish (2), Shutterstock (2)

Whereas THE OLDEST APPLICANT is
82 YEARS OLD, 77% of the applicants
are between 16 and 25 years of age.
Their professions vary: there is a pilot,
a ballet master and an orchestra soloist
among them.
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AGE IS BUT A NUMBER

HEALTH

NAME Kazuyoshi Miura
BORN 26 February 1967 in Shizuoka (Japan)
CAREER AS A PLAYER
(SELECTED CLUBS ONLY) Santos FC, Coritiba
FC, Yomiuri/Verdy Kawasaki, Genoa CFC,
Kyoto Purple Sanga, Vissel Kobe, Yokohama FC
INTERNATIONAL CAREER 1990-2000
(89 caps, 55 goals)
RECORDS First winner of the “J.League Most
Valuable Player” award in 1993, oldest player
and goalscorer in Japan’s professional leagues
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More than
30 years a pro
Kazuyoshi Miura
has been playing
top-level football
since 1986. He’s
not even thinking
about hanging
up his boots yet.

There are no age limits when it comes
to playing football. Japan’s Kazuyoshi Miura
is proof that, even at the age of 50,
if you’re fit enough, you’re young enough.
By Annette Braun

The omens, therefore, are certainly good for Miura, who despite
his flecks of grey still carries the air of the young 15-year-old
who made his own way to Brazil to take his first steps in the
professional game.

THREE DECADES A PRO
Let’s rewind to 1986, the year that Miura signed his first professional contract at Santos FC. Lionel Messi and Antoine Griezmann,
who finished second and third at this year’s The Best FIFA
Football Awards, had not even been born, while the winner –
Cristiano Ronaldo – had probably just taken his first tentative

Eighteen months ago, two Japanese sporting legends, Noriaki

steps as a toddler.

Kasai and Kazuyoshi Miura, sat down for a chat, with both men
admitting that each was an inspiration for the other before

Miura has seen a number of formations come and go over the

agreeing that they both wanted to keep going for as long as

years, from the 4-4-2 and its zonal marking system, to the more

they possibly could. They may have made their names in vastly

flexible 4-5-1 and 4-2-3-1, which seems to be the formation that

different sports (Kasai in ski jumping and Miura in football),

is most in vogue these days.

but they certainly have one thing in common: you would
be forgiven for thinking that they must have sipped from the

“King Kazu”, the first Japanese player to make it big in both

fountain of youth.

South America and Europe, has been one of the driving forces
behind football’s continued rise in his home country, where he is

“Kamikaze” Kasai and “King Kazu”, as the two men are known

adored for his spectacular feints and dribbles as well as for his

back home, were 43 and 48 respectively when they met for

uncanny knack of scoring crucial goals in big games. All of a

their little natter but you would never have known it, as neither

sudden, it wasn’t just baseball and sumo wrestling that people

star is showing the slightest sign of slowing down. Even now,

in Japan were watching – it was football too. And not just

nearly two years later, both men are still going strong, with

passively either. Miura quickly became an idol for the many

Kasai still making those steep jumps look like mere hills, and

Japanese fans with Brazilian roots, as well as for the ever-

Miura making football pitches look like playgrounds.

growing family of football fans in the Land of the Rising Sun.

JAPANESE RECORD-BREAKERS

VAN BASTEN AND HOENESS CUT DOWN IN THEIR PRIME

In 2014, Kasai made history when he became the oldest ski

It is often said that players reach their peak between the ages

jumper to win an Olympic medal, taking silver in the large hill

of 25 and 29, and that their careers tend to draw to a close

individual event in Sochi as well as bronze in the team large hill

once they are in their mid-30s. Miura is proof that the latter

event. Last year, he finished eighth in the overall FIS Ski Jumping

claim is not always true. One reason for Miura’s longevity could

World Cup standings. Miura, meanwhile, recently signed a one-

be his resistance towards injuries, as players who have to fight

year contract extension at second-division outfit Yokohama FC,

back and continually put their bodies on the line are naturally

the team he joined in 2005, which means that he will still be

less likely to still be playing at a high level as they get older,

playing at the age of 50.

with the strains placed on their bodies often forcing them into
retirement earlier than they would have wished.

imago, AFP

According to the World Health Organization, Japan currently
has the highest life expectancy in the world at 83.7 years.

One prominent example of a player who had the world at his

Older Japanese athletes have also set some remarkable records.

feet before injury struck is Marco van Basten, who was blessed

Mieko Nagaoka, for example, was the first 100-year-old to

with the touch and technique synonymous with all of the Dutch

complete a 1,500m freestyle swim, and Hidekichi Miyazaki held

greats. Van Basten’s career was sadly cut short at the age of 30,

the world record for the fastest 100 metres for 100- to 104-year

persistent ankle injuries leaving him with no other option than

olds by running a very respectable 29.83 seconds, a record that

to hang up his boots. Rene Martin, one of Van Basten’s doctors,

was later beaten by American Donald Pellmann when he ran

summed it up when he said: “Marco always played football like

26.99 seconds in 2015.

a ballerina, but eventually his ankle couldn’t take the strain.”
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We’re proving our innovative spirit with
every dip, swipe, click, and tap.
Visa is fully committed to innovation, aiding in transforming the way we shop and pay through
billions of connected devices, everywhere. Innovation starts with Visa.

visa.com

Another man who was cut down in his prime, even earlier than

WORLD CUP AGE RECORDS

Van Basten, was Bayern Munich legend Uli Hoeness, whose

• Oldest player to play at a World Cup: Faryd Mondragón with

natural leadership skills first truly came to the fore in Bayern’s
4-0 victory over Atlético Madrid in the 1974 European Cup final
replay when he scored twice, his second goal rounding off a
fantastic counter-attack. Hoeness was also a key member of the
West German team that won the European Championship in
1972 as well as the FIFA World Cup™ in 1974. Unfortunately, he

Colombia, 2014 World Cup (at the age of 43 years and 3 days)
• Oldest goalscorer at a World Cup: Roger Milla with Cameroon,
1994 World Cup (at the age of 42 years and 39 days)
• Oldest world champion: Dino Zoff with Italy, 1982 World Cup
(at the age of 40 years and 133 days)
• Oldest player to play in a World Cup qualifier: Taylor MacDonald

then picked up a knee injury in Bayern’s clash with Leeds United

with the US Virgin Islands, first round of the CONCACAF

in the 1975 European Cup final, and it was to prove to be an

qualifiers for the 2006 World Cup (at the age of 46 years and

injury from which he would never recover. His career was over

175 days)

at the age of 27.

• Oldest captain in a World Cup match: Peter Shilton as England

BUFFON STILL PLAYING AT 60?

• Oldest World Cup debutant: David James with England,

captain, 1990 World Cup (at the age of 40 years and 292 days)
Goalkeepers, meanwhile, famously enjoy longer careers than

2010 World Cup (at the age of 39 years and 321 days)

their outfield counterparts, probably because they have fewer
physical challenges to contend with. So is it safe to say
“the older the goalkeeper the better”? One thing is for sure:
a goalkeeper can only benefit from experience, drawing upon
it to perform well to a ripe old age.
Take Gianluigi Buffon, for example, a man who has been at
the top of his game for over 20 years. Now 39, the Italian
shot-stopper took his first steps on the football stage as a
17-year-old for Parma. Since then, he has been named World
Goalkeeper of the Year four times, has claimed seven Serie A
titles (and counting) with Juventus and, for the icing on the
cake, he was part of the Italian side that tasted FIFA World
Cup™ glory in 2006. Buffon once said, with a mischievous
smile on his face and probably rather tongue in cheek, that
he could well imagine still playing at the age of 60. Only time
will tell…
Miura, however, is not thinking about calling it a day just yet.
He is still firmly on the goal trail, and he certainly knows how to
celebrate as he is also known for his samba-like “Kazu Dance”,
a nod to his early days as a professional in Brazil.
The paths of Miura and Kasai will surely cross again one day,
but if the two men’s recent performances are anything to go by,
don’t expect them to retire any time soon. When asked how

Bob Thomas / Getty Images

long he wanted to keep jumping, Kasai didn’t go quite as far as
Buffon when he said: “Until I’m 50”.
For Miura, his age and possible retirement are not even up for
discussion. After extending his contract with Yokohama FC in
November 2015, he simply said: “I will continue to give everything
I’ve got.” Judging by his recent form, that is still a lot.

Finally on top of the world
Dino Zoff lifts the World Cup with Italy at the age of 40.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF...

...THE HEAD OF FIFA LANGUAGE SERVICES
Football and all of its inherent emotions
are the language that unites football fans
all over the world, both on and off the
pitch. It’s hard to imagine that there is any
language among the millions spoken
around the world that is not spoken on a
football pitch somewhere. Fortunately,
although FIFA is an international organisation covering all corners of the planet, the
governing body has no need for its own
Tower of Babel thanks to FIFA Language
Services, an in-house, 16-strong team of
professional translators.
Led by the Swiss Gabriela Straube, the
Language Services team processes more
than seven million words every year for
the governing body – whether it’s media
releases, regulations, the FIFA Activity
Report, the FIFA Financial Report, or the
magazine you are currently reading – you

Speaking your language
There are translators of eight different nationalities in Gabriela Straube’s Language Services team.

name it, they take care of it.
“To work here for FIFA, you need to be a

languages, from Italian to Luxembourgish.

team’s capacities and ensuring that dead-

qualified, professional translator,” says

Other jobs that fall within the remit of the

lines are met. And on Friday afternoon,

Gabriela. “For us, it’s all about translating

Language Services team include editing

just as thoughts are gradually turning

texts as faithfully as possible while staying

and proofreading texts as well as carrying

towards the weekend, there is sure to be a

true to the style of the source text.” After

out the final check of layouted texts before

media release that needs to go out ASAP!

all, the sign of a good translation is for a

they go to print, and coordinating the

reader to be able to read it without even

services of interpreters for meetings at

Football and emotions are two things

realising that it’s a translation. For that

the Home of FIFA and events all around

that bring the entire world together, but

reason alone, it goes without saying that

the world.

languages – fortunately – are translated.
“There’s certainly never a dull moment in

professional translators should only ever

Kurt Schorrer / foto-net

translate into their mother tongue.

Gabriela coordinates the requests that

this job,” says Gabriela with a smile on her

come her team’s way. The first thing she

face.

FIFA has four official languages – English,

does when she arrives in the office is to

French, German and Spanish – but Gabriela’s

check on the current status of jobs before

department also covers Russian, Arabic,

taking a look at the new requests that have

Portuguese and various other languages

arrived overnight, especially as FIFA compe-

thanks to a network of freelancers and

titions and conferences are not always held

external agencies. The in-house Language

in the same time zone as Zurich.

Perikles Monioudis

Services team is made up of translators from
eight different countries, and between

She then sets the priorities for the day

them they can converse in 16 different

ahead, assigning jobs according to her

Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a
FIFA employee in their daily work.
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CELEBRATION

THOMAS
N’KONO
In the days leading up to the opening match of the
1990 World Cup between Cameroon and Argentina,
the African side’s number-two goalkeeper was in relaxed
mood. Perhaps he was musing about whether he would
have an opportunity to briefly shake Diego Maradona’s
hand in the tunnel. Five hours before the match,
however, came the news: N’Kono was playing – and
from the start. “I didn’t feel ready,” he said later. “I said
to the coach: ‘No way!’ But everyone wanted me to play:

Cameroon went on to defeat not only reigning cham



the association, the Sports Minister, the players. So I did.”

pions Argentina, but also Romania and Colombia on
their way to the quarter-finals, where they narrowly lost
out to England. Images of a carefree Roger Milla and
team, clad in their traditional green shirts, red shorts and
yellow socks, were flashed around the world. Nearly
everyone who witnessed Italia ‘90 had a soft spot for
Cameroon – including a certain Gianluigi Buffon, then
12 years old and a midfielder up to that point, who
asked for his first pair of goalkeeper gloves after watching The Indomitable Lions and N’Kono in their five
matches. “It was N’Kono and his spectacular saves that
made me fall in love with the position,” said Buffon years
later. “He became my hero.” The Italian legend even
named his son Thomas after the shot-stopper supreme.
This photo was taken in the San Siro on 8 June after
François Omam-Biyik had given Cameroon the lead
against Argentina in the 67th minute, which turned out
to be the only goal of the game. A hopeful header, a
schoolboy error by keeper Nery Pumpido, and it was 1-0.
The whole scenario was so improbable that N’Kono’s
wife, expecting her husband to be warming the bench
as usual, missed his moment of glory, having decided to
go shopping instead.
Alan Schweingruber
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