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EDITORIAL

MORE EFFECTIVE 
AND SUSTAINABLE
“It will take a minimum of six months to restore the reputation and to 

show results in terms of developing football and promoting diversity, 

sustainability and gender equity and improving the working environ-

ment within FIFA,” says new FIFA Secretary General Fatma Samoura. 

The experienced diplomat from Senegal took up her position at the 

Home of FIFA on 20 June 2016. Her main goals are implementing the 

reforms agreed by the FIFA Congress in February and restoring public 

trust in world football’s governing body, as well as putting the focus 

firmly back on football. 

In an exclusive interview, Samoura reveals that improving effectiveness 

and sustainability are also high on her list of priorities, and we find out 

more about her as a person (see page 8). 

 

Perikles Monioudis
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

By implementing the FIFA TMS 

Domestic Transfer Matching System 

(DTMS), the Nigerian Football Federation 

(NFF) has become the first member association 

in Africa to benefit from the online platform. 

DTMS enables international and national transfers 

to be managed via one system, thus ensuring 

better control and more transparency. It is mod-

elled on the International Transfer Matching 

System (ITMS), which is provided to all 211 FIFA 

member associations and 6,500 clubs 

around the world for the cross- 

border transfer of players.

As part of the activities 

of the FIFA Monitoring Com-

mittee Israel-Palestine, a FIFA delega-

tion headed by Tokyo Sexwale visited 

Israel and Palestine in a bid to find ways of 

breaking down the barriers to football devel-

opment in the region. “I was very pleased to 

observe a real commitment from both sides 

to help the development of our game. Of 

course, the road is long and progress 

slow, but I am confident that we will 

find credible solutions,” said 

Sexwale.

The Košice-Šaca hospital 

in eastern Slovakia is the latest 

to be accredited as a FIFA Medical 

Centre of Excellence and joins the grow-

ing list of leading global sports-medical 

establishments. “We are proud to have such 

a centre in Slovakia and look forward to 

becoming an integral part of FIFA’s world-

wide medical network to improve the 

medical care of our players,” said 

Slovakian FA General Secretary 

Jozef Kliment.

A training seminar was 

held in New Jersey, USA, from 19 

to 21 July in preparation of the trials of 

video assistant referees (VARs) as approved 

by The International Football Association 

Board (IFAB). Referee communication in the live 

tests was one of the aspects studied at the semi-

nar, to which FIFA lent its technological and 

research expertise. The USA’s Major League 

Soccer (MLS) is taking part in the two-year 

test phase, along with competitions in 

Australia, Brazil, Germany, the 

Netherlands and Portugal.
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Last updated:
14 July 2016

1 Argentina 0 1585

2 Belgium 0 1401

3 Colombia 0 1331

4 Germany 0 1319

5 Chile 0 1316

6 Portugal 2 1266

7 France 10 1189

8 Spain -2 1165

9 Brazil -2 1156

10 Italy 2 1155

11 Wales 15 1137

12 Uruguay -3 1130

13 England -2 1107

14 Mexico 2 1044

15 Croatia 12 1022

16 Poland 11 1011

17 Ecuador -4 1002

18 Switzerland -3 957

19 Turkey -1 915

19 Hungary 1 915

21 Austria -11 875

22 Iceland 12 871

23 Slovakia 1 867

24 Romania -2 856

25 USA 6 855

26 Netherlands -12 848

27 Costa Rica -4 840

28 Northern Ireland -3 822

29 Bosnia and Herzegovina -9 813

30 Ukraine -11 801

31 Republic of Ireland 2 800

32 Algeria 0 781

33 Czech Republic -3 768

34 Peru 14 765

35 Côte d'Ivoire 1 751

36 Ghana 1 749

37 Albania 5 739

38 Russia -9 728

39 Iran 0 674

40 Sweden -5 656

41 Senegal 0 651

42 Paraguay 2 636

43 Egypt 2 632

44 Denmark -6 630

45 Tunisia 2 627

46 Venezuela 31 621

47 Serbia 7 612

48 Korea Republic 2 592

49 Norway 2 588

50 Scotland -7 584

51 Panama 5 580

52 Greece -12 579

53 Cameroon 5 575

54 Morocco 8 574

55 Jamaica -9 573

56 Uzbekistan 10 569

57 Japan -4 564

58 Trinidad and Tobago 6 558

59 Australia 0 555

59 Congo DR -7 555

61 Mali 2 546

62 Cape Verde Islands -13 545

63 Guinea -8 544

64 Slovenia -7 542

65 Saudi Arabia 0 540

65 Finland 2 540

67 South Africa 1 530

68 Benin 7 525

69 Uganda 3 522

70 Congo -10 514

70 Nigeria -9 514

72 Belarus 6 507

73 Burkina Faso 0 487

74 United Arab Emirates -4 484

75 Guinea-Bissau 40 482

76 Israel -5 471

77 Bulgaria -8 446

78 Jordan 2 438

79 Qatar 5 425

80 St Kitts and Nevis 12 423

81 China PR 0 422

82 Honduras 4 398

83 Antigua and Barbuda 0 393

84 Equatorial Guinea -8 389

85 Cyprus -1 387

86 Central African Republic 10 386

86 Kenya 43 386

88 Zambia -9 385

89 Botswana -2 378

90 Sierra Leone 18 376

90 Guatemala 1 376

92 Liberia 31 370

93 Libya 29 366

93 New Zealand 54 366

95 Montenegro -5 365

96 Mozambique 1 362

97 Kazakhstan 15 359

98 Gabon -10 355

99 Iraq 3 354

100 Canada -7 350

100 Haiti -26 350

102 Armenia 8 348

103 Swaziland 14 344

104 Syria -3 341

104 Kyrgyzstan 7 341

106 Nicaragua -1 340

106 Oman -6 340

108 Togo -13 339

109 Bolivia -27 338

109 Latvia -5 338

111 Rwanda -8 334

112 Zimbabwe 3 332

112 Puerto Rico 46 332

114 Chad -8 326

114 Palestine -1 326

116 Estonia -22 323

117 Korea DPR -19 320

118 Georgia 19 318

119 Mauritania 2 317

120 Turkmenistan 14 312

121 Cuba 5 305

121 Thailand -4 305

123 Tanzania 13 300

124 Namibia 11 298

125 El Salvador -26 297

125 Burundi 7 297

127 Lithuania 0 293

128 Bahrain 2 289

129 Guyana 1 280

130 Niger -13 277

131 Madagascar -23 273

132 Ethiopia -7 270

133 Malawi -26 269

134 Curaçao 20 261

135 Philippines -15 256

136 Faroe Islands -47 254

137 Azerbaijan 1 253

137 Angola -14 253

139 Dominican Republic 14 243

139 FYR Macedonia 0 243

139 Vietnam -6 243

142 Sudan -14 229

142 Mauritius 0 229

144 Kuwait -3 223

145 Tajikistan 19 220

146 Luxembourg 0 219

147 Aruba -4 216

148 Hong Kong -5 213

149 Lebanon 2 208

150 Afghanistan 6 206

151 Lesotho 4 204

152 India 11 200

153 South Sudan 4 197

153 São Tomé e Príncipe -1 197

155 Comoros 7 191

156 Barbados -16 182

156 St Vincent and the Grenadines -8 182

158 Singapore -9 175

159 Grenada -9 171

160 Myanmar 1 167

161 New Caledonia 22 162

162 Yemen 16 160

 Rank Team + / – Points

163 Gambia 2 154

164 Papua New Guinea 29 152

164 Belize -50 152

166 Moldova -7 151

167 Malaysia 6 149

168 American Samoa 0 128

168 Cook Islands 0 128

170 Suriname 20 123

171 St Lucia -26 121

172 Guam -12 120

173 Dominica -1 117

174 Maldives 0 115

175 Tahiti 4 114

176 Malta -10 109

177 Laos -3 107

178 Samoa -10 106

179 Vanuatu 6 103

180 Cambodia 4 95

181 Solomon Islands -5 92

182 Liechtenstein -14 89

183 Chinese Taipei 8 85

183 Bangladesh -2 85

185 Timor-Leste -8 84

185 Seychelles -5 84

187 Fiji -1 82

188 Bermuda -21 77

188 Nepal -6 77

190 Kosovo  – 66

191 Indonesia -4 65

192 Bhutan -4 64

193 Sri Lanka -4 58

194 Pakistan -2 54

195 Macau 1 50

196 US Virgin Islands -2 44

196 Montserrat -2 44

198 Brunei Darussalam -1 33

199 Cayman Islands 0 21

200 San Marino 0 20

200 Turks and Caicos Islands -2 20

202 Mongolia 1 13

203 Andorra -1 12

204 British Virgin Islands -3 11

205 Anguilla -1 0

205 Bahamas -1 0

205 Djibouti -1 0

205 Eritrea -1 0

205 Somalia -1 0

205 Tonga -1 0

 Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points

MEN’S WORLD RANKING
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http://www.fifa.com/worldranking

LEADER
ARGENTINA

MOVES INTO TOP TEN
FRANCE (up 10), ITALY (up 2)

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
URUGUAY (down 3), AUSTRIA (down 11)

MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
228

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
PORTUGAL, FRANCE (9 matches each)

BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
WALES (up 291 points)

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
NEW ZEALAND (up 54 ranks)

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
AUSTRIA (down 202 points)

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
BELIZE (down 50 ranks)

NEW HOPE 
FOR PERU 

In Peru, there is a feeling that a page has 

been turned, that hope springs eternal. 

When it comes to gold in the Andes, 

there’s no cause for concern (yet) as 

Yanacocha, the biggest gold mine in 

South America, has produced more than 

1,000 tonnes of the precious metal in the 

last 20 years. One thing that has been 

worrying people recently, however, is the 

Peru national team and their stuttering 

start to their qualifying campaign for 

Russia 2018, which had left Peruvians 

wondering just when they would start 

winning again. Peru are desperate to 

reach their fifth World Cup, having last 

qualified back in 1982, and memories of 

their halcyon days with Teófilo Cubillas 

leading the line are even more distant.

And yet while it is fair to say that the 

South American group is one of the 

strongest in the entire World Cup prelim

inary competition, the two favourites in 

the race for the four direct qualifying  

slots are not even leading the way at the 

moment. Uruguay and Ecuador are  

currently setting the pace, with Peru 

languishing down in eighth – not quite 

what their fans had been hoping for. 

Small wonder, therefore, that Peru  

travelled to the Copa América Centenario 

in June with their heads bowed.

But something is stirring in Peru as La 

Blanquirroja proved to be one of the 

surprise packages of the tournament, 

securing top spot in their group and  

ending Brazilian dreams of the title with a 

hardfought 10 win. That victory also 

gave them a boost in the FIFA/CocaCola 

World Ranking as they banked a hatful of 

points for seeing off a stronger challenger 

and climbed to 34th place, and they will 

now head off to Bolivia for their next 

World Cup qualifier on 1 September with 

renewed confidence. The match will be 

played in La Paz, at 3,600m above sea 

level. There won’t be much gold to be 

mined up there ... but there will certainly 

be selfbelief and points up for grabs.

Alan Schweingruber

Copa coup Peru (pictured: goalscorer Raúl Ruidíaz (left) and Paolo Guerrero) defeated Brazil 10 at the Copa.
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“CHANGING 
THE WORLD 
THROUGH 
FOOTBALL”
Fatma Samoura says she wants to make football  
the epicentre of the battle against social exclusion,  
discrimination and poverty. We met the new  
FIFA Secretary General in her office at the  
Home of FIFA in Zurich to talk about her vision  
and priorities – and to find out more about her  
personal story. 

FATMA SAMOURA

FIFA 1904: Fatma Samoura, you have three 
children. Do they play football? 
I have two grown-up boys who are 22 and  

24 years old, and a 13-year-old daughter. 

My two sons play tennis but my husband is a 

former football player. My uncles and brothers 

were also football players in the seventies  

and eighties. When my husband and I came 

back to Senegal from France in 1987, he was 

immediately appointed the president of one of 

the local clubs playing in the premier league. 

The resources for the Senegalese football clubs 

were scarce at that time, so I was in charge of 

collecting the players’ jerseys every Saturday to 

get them washed at home. I also used to 

prepare lunch for them and I accompanied my 

husband in the evening for the counselling 

session in order to raise the morale of the 

players and provide them with psychological 

support prior to the game. Then I would be in 

the stands supporting them as a fan.

So you have always been close to football? 
Yes, during my childhood and after I got  

married, I was always surrounded by football 

players. I met President Infantino in Madagascar 

right after the Senegal vs Madagascar World 

Cup qualifying match, when the Senegalese 

team beat Madagascar. The game had been 

dominated by the Malagasy team, but when  

I arrived at the stadium a few minutes before the 

end of the game, Senegal scored twice. So the 

Malagasy football fans concluded that I had 

brought them bad luck! [laughs]

Do you have a favourite club? 
When I was much younger, we had all different 

preferences in the family. My mother and  

I especially liked Karl-Heinz Rummenigge  

and Bayern Munich. He was a good player and  

is still a good-looking man. My father and  

my six brothers couldn’t stand him because we 

liked him! 

And do you still follow the action today? 
My husband and I watch the leagues and 

championships from all over the world every 

night, we move from one TV channel to the 

8 /   FIFA 1904
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FATMA SAMOURA

Your father didn’t want you to live a  
traditional life? 
Not really – when I turned 16 he offered me a 

motorbike. In those days, I was one of two girls 

in high school riding a motorbike. That was a 

strong signal! My father has always been 

supportive of my choices, including when I opted 

to go to continue my university studies in France 

at the age of 18. So I looked for a scholarship 

and off I went. But already when I was born, 

one of my father’s friends marked my life by 

calling me “ma fille internationale” – “my 

international daughter”. Just like that. Maybe he 

sensed that one day I would work in so many 

different countries.

How did your mother feel about you going 
away so young?
She did everything she could so that I could  

go and study in France. At that time, I really 

wanted to learn foreign languages, but in the 

Senegalese universities you could only learn  

one foreign language at a time. In France,  

they had introduced studies called “Langues 

étrangères appliquées”, and that’s what I 

studied then for three years in Grenoble. I saw 

myself becoming an English and Spanish  

teacher. After finishing my Master’s in those  

two foreign languages, I went with another 

scholarship of the Senegalese government to an 

international college in Strasbourg to do a 

post-graduate degree in international trade. 

Where did you start your career?
I started my professional career in 1987 as a 

fertilizer trader in a Senegalese multinational 

firm. It was a very demanding job in terms  

of travelling, as I was going to all of the  

cotton-producing countries, from Mali to Benin,  

Cameroon to Burkina Faso, France to Venezuela. 

That gave me incredible exposure to international 

relations soon after my graduation. 

How did you come to join the UN? 
In 1995, while I was looking for an opening in 

Angola to commercialise fertilizers, I met a 

French gentleman who was working for the 

World Food Programme (WFP). We discussed 

the reason for my mission in Angola, in the 

middle of the civil war, with no public services. 

The discussion turned into an interview.  

The WFP was running one of the biggest airlift 

operations in Angola at that time. Food and 

passenger transportation was undertaken by  

the UN. The gentleman then recommended  

me to the World Food Programme logistics unit 

in Rome. Two months later, I was offered a 

contract. 

You then left Senegal for good.
I left Senegal in May 1995 to start my career 

with the UN. My first duty station was in Italy 

where I spent five years, and I was then  

reassigned to Djibouti as WFP Country Director. 

After Djibouti, I was again reassigned to  

Cameroon. In the past 21 years with the UN,  

my responsibilities have led me to work and live 

in emergency and complex political situations  

in Kosovo, Liberia, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Sierra 

Leone, Timor-Leste, Chad, Guinea, Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh and Madagascar. I also served as 

Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator in eastern 

Chad at the border with Sudan as well as in 

Nigeria, where I worked for six months until  

I joined FIFA in June 2016.

You said you initially wanted to become a 
teacher. What would you like to teach now to 
the world in your position as FIFA Secretary 
General?
I’m joining the FIFA team at a very turbulent 

moment. The reputational damage that all the 

financial scandals have caused to FIFA needs to 

be repaired. I also need to rebuild the trust 

between the senior management and the FIFA 

staff because the staff was quite shocked to 

read in the news about the huge salaries and 

bonuses that were paid to the former FIFA 

leadership. In addition, I need to restore the 

trust and confidence of our partners and our 

commercial affiliates. With my 21 years of 

experience with the UN, I expect to inject more 

diversity. One of the flagship programmes of 

President Infantino is built around football 

development, and I will be travelling intensively 

in order to roll out this programme. To me, 

next. Usually when we go back home in the 

evening we don’t spend much time watching 

movies. After the news, we switch to the 

football games! I have a very understanding 

husband. Since we dated in college in 1982,  

my ambition was to embrace an international 

career. So our decision, even before we got 

married in June 1988, was that my husband 

would be self-employed in order to give him  

the opportunity to accompany me. I am lucky  

to have a husband who has always been  

on my side. 

You’ve reversed the traditional gender roles 
of your country.
Traditionally, the Senegalese community is very 

conservative. Usually it’s the woman who 

accompanies her husband, but I have a very 

open-minded husband. Throughout my career 

with the United Nations, with the exception of 

the non-family duty stations, we stuck together. 

I started travelling when my boys were two 

months old. I did not breastfeed them so he was 

the one who took care of them.

Did you face resistance in Senegal as a  
career-orientated woman?
One person who really marked my life was  

my father. He was a senior military official and  

I was surrounded by my siblings, six boys.  

He told me when I was an adolescent: “Look, 

you are living in a very conservative society.  

If you don’t have a strong character and if you 

don’t really mark your territory as a human 

being and as a woman from a Muslim family, 

you will not survive.” My father’s advice and  

his strong support forged my character and 

marked my life. 

“My father has always been  
supportive of my choices, 
including when I opted to go  
to continue my university studies 
in France at the age of 18.” 
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Home of FIFA  
Fatma Samoura  
addresses the  
FIFA staff (May 2016). 
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football is a sport with a global reach but it is 

also the world’s most popular entertainment, 

and the biggest mobiliser and unifier. It’s a sport 

that resonates with people outside Europe. 

The new article 4 in the FIFA Statutes is  
about social inclusion and gender equality.  
Is diversity key to your tasks?
Yes. And I can see that already at the level  

of the member associations, gender diversity is 

being mainstreamed across the board. People 

are trying hard to have women represented  

at the highest levels of the football hierarchy. 

You do see progress there?
Yes. I was positively impressed by the number of 

women occupying leadership positions within 

the associations’ executive committees. It is a 

strong signal and it shows that people are 

internalising the fact that football should 

transcend all kinds of barriers, whether cultural, 

political, racial and ethnic or gender based. 

Is it the right time for you to join FIFA?
Yes it is, given the inclusiveness of the new  

FIFA Statutes, aiming at promoting female 

representation in leadership positions in the 

football arena. I’ll be personally having a much 

closer look at applications from women for 

senior positions in FIFA and will be encouraging 

their candidacies to demonstrate that we’re really 

practising what we preach and also to give a 

strong signal to the outside world that FIFA’s 

leadership embraces diversity. In my country we 

say: “When you educate a woman, you educate 

a whole nation,” and I deeply believe that when 

women are educated the whole of society 

benefits from it. In this journey towards gender 

equality and diversity, I know I can count on 

President Infantino’s full support which will 

translate into the enhanced representation of 

women at all levels within the FIFA administration.

It’s not so bad, though, at middle- 
management level and below…
I’ve seen the statistics and we are almost 50/50 

at FIFA at those two levels, but I’m pushing for 

better representation at more senior levels. 

FATMA SAMOURA

Farafangana, 
Madagascar  
Fatma Samoura 
and the women 
she supported 
(December 2014).

UN representative  
Fatma Samoura 
worked for the 
United Nations for 
21 years.

Pitch of peace, 
Rwanda  
Football pitch in 
Kigali refurbished 
with FIFA funding 
(2008). 
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From gender equality now to two other topics 
of high priority. What is your vision for FIFA in 
terms of human rights and of sustainability? 
Throughout my UN career, I did everything  

I could to promote and protect human rights, as 

I strongly believe in this pillar of the UN charter. 

When I was in Madagascar, I encouraged the 

National Assembly and the Senate to establish 

human rights advisory desks within the two 

chambers with the view to promoting greater 

representation of female parliamentarians and 

senators within the human rights commissions 

of both national institutions. The United Nations 

Development Programme, through its women’s 

empowerment programme, supported Malagasy 

women in the south-east of the country,  

who traditionally were discriminated against,  

to get access to education and land. We also 

gave them incentives for their children to be 

educated. Five years later, just before leaving 

Madagascar, I was impressed by the results.  

Not only were the women of Farafangana 

empowered by the UN’s actions, they also 

realised that they could do better than men in 

terms of income-generating activities if they  

had proper training. 

How do you see football fitting in here in 
terms of empowering woman?
Football is the world’s biggest mobiliser.  

In the midst of the civil war in Liberia in 1996, 

the only moments when people would stop 

fighting was when it was raining and when 

there was a football game. The rest of the time 

they were fighting, including during Ramadan 

and Christmas. 

It was forbidden in ancient times to fight 
during the Olympic Games. 
The same in Rwanda. A few years after the 1994 

genocide, two communities which fought each 

“We can go much further than 
where we are now at FIFA in 
terms of changing the world and 
making it a better place to live.”
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FATMA SAMOURA

THE NEW FIFA SECRETARY GENERAL FATMA SAMOURA,  
BORN 9 SEPTEMBER 1962 IN SENEGAL, HAS SPENT 21 YEARS SERVING THE UN IN AFRICA,  
LATIN AMERICA AND CENTRAL EUROPE ON DEVELOPMENT AND HUMANITARIAN PROGRAMMES,  
AND IS MARRIED WITH THREE CHILDREN.
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How long will it take until the reputation of 
FIFA is restored?
It will take a minimum of six months to restore 

the reputation and to show results. So, in 

December, let’s have another interview and look 

at the results in terms of developing football and 

promoting diversity, sustainability and gender 

equity and improving the working environment 

within FIFA. Take the example of the 2022 FIFA 

World Cup. For me, organising the World Cup in 

Qatar is a unique opportunity to really put the 

human rights issue at the forefront of the 

agenda for all nations. If we could replicate the 

improvement of working conditions we are 

experiencing with the 5,000 workers who  

are directly associated with the World Cup in 

other countries that have human rights issues,  

it would be a brilliant success for FIFA. 

There are some photos around of you with 
Hollywood actors. How does this fit into the 
strategy of the FIFA Legends initiative,  
in which legends of the game follow up their 
active careers by working to develop football?
The FIFA Legends initiative launched by the FIFA 

President is already something that we are using 

to promote football. I’ve worked with UN 

goodwill ambassadors such as Mia Farrow in 

eastern Chad where we became very close to 

each other. George Clooney also visited eastern 

Chad while I was the UN Deputy Humanitarian 

Coordinator. When it’s about promoting human 

rights, a sustainable environment and using 

football as a way to promote access to water, 

better health, and education, I’m ready to use 

my network in Hollywood and also in Nollywood 

(Nigeria). But the very best asset we have today 

in terms of achieving results is the FIFA staff.

other gathered under a programme that was 

implemented by the UN and FIFA in order to 

build a football pitch. This pitch soon became 

the common space for reconciliation and social 

cohesion. Communities who hated each other 

and who had killed each other started to talk to 

each other and to play against each other after 

the pitch was built. They developed social 

activities. They were all young people between 

17 and 27. 

Does FIFA use the positive influence of  
football enough?
FIFA is an immensely powerful body. My position 

within FIFA gives me a unique opportunity to 

really raise the profile of sport as a social tool to 

restore and/or consolidate peace, justice and 

social cohesion, and fight hunger and poverty. 

Is this one of the main reasons you joined 
FIFA?
Well, I knew when I joined FIFA that I could 

bring new perspectives and new ideas. It’s clear 

to me that football is certainly one of the most 

powerful sports capable of overcoming social, 

economic and humanitarian challenges. 

But you left a good position at the UN. 
Yes, I was a senior UN official, yet I was covering 

one country at a time. Now I have a global 

reach. For me, FIFA is another UN, the UN of 

football. I am looking for a much stronger 

partnership with the UN, in order to make 

football the epicentre of the battle against social 

exclusion, poverty and hunger. We can go much 

further than where we are now at FIFA in terms 

of changing the world and making it a better 

place to live.

But you need credibility for that. FIFA has  
lost a big share of it. 
The day President Infantino announced my 

appointment at the Congress in Mexico, the 

amount of messages of support we both received 

was overwhelming. Despite the financial scandals, 

FIFA has this extraordinary global reach. People 

identify with football. People have a lot of hope in 

FIFA and in its ability to transform the world. 
Perikles Monioudis and Alan Schweingruber were speaking 
to Fatma Samoura at Home of FIFA, Zurich

“It will take a minimum of six months to restore 
the reputation and to show results.”

As our conversation comes to a close, we’d 
like to ask you one last thing: what does the 
future hold for African football? 
Africa is a continent that is very passionate 

about football. Africa is also providing players to 

so many great leagues in the world. If you go 

and attend a game in France, in England, or in 

the Arab Gulf countries, the best players come 

from Africa. We now need to build on these 

exceptional qualities of our players to try to raise 

the level of the game at home (Africa). 

When will an African team win the World Cup?
Well, you know that the Senegal national team 

played very well during the 2002 World Cup in 

Korea and Japan and reached the quarter-finals. 

So why not make it to the semis and even the 

final in Russia and Qatar? In 2002, Senegal beat 

the 1998 World Cup champions, France. So for 

us, we were already the world champions! 

[laughs]
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Double act  
Portugal’s captain Cristiano Ronaldo 
and coach Fernando Santos bellow 
out tactical instructions to the  
soon-to-be European champions 
during the EURO 2016 final at the 
Stade de France (10 July 2016). 
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SNAPSHOT
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STAMPS

A LIFETIME’S PASSION
Peter C.A. de Jong collects stamps. Not just any stamps though, because he was bitten by 

the football bug as a boy. “When I was young, collecting and swapping was very popular 

among kids. Sachets of sugar, cigarette banderoles, cards from shops – and of course, 

stamps.” Generally, says the 69-year-old Dutchman, collectors tend to start with stamps 

from their own country before later specialising in another country, an era or a topic such 

as World Cups or the Olympic Games. “When I was a boy, I spent all of my pocket money 

on football stamps.”

De Jong is a stickler for details. “Stamps are so much more than little pieces of paper,” he 

insists. “They are a reflection of their era, showing you what is happening in any given 

country. The closer you look at a stamp, the more you will see: colours, drawings,  

information on FIFA, images of players – you can then go away and research the stamp 

itself, find out who designed it and where it was printed. Some stamps have been printed 

twice too, such as when the issuing country has changed its name or the value of a stamp,” 

continues De Jong. 

Every stamp tells its own story. “My collection consists of about 6,000 stamps, blocks and 

sheets. The oldest date back to the Olympic Games of 1924 and 1928, the precursors to 

the World Cup, as well as to the FIFA World Cups between 1930 and 1978.” Of course, 

 it is becoming harder and harder for him to find new stamps for his collection, with  

internet auction sites tending to offer the most joy. De Jong also runs his own website 

(https://sites.google.com/site/testptrca/), which includes as much information as possible  

on each stamp, such as the year of issue, size, colour, paper, print run, perforation, type, 

designer, printer, etc. as well as details on the FIFA competition commemorated by each 

particular stamp. Enough to make anyone’s heart skip a beat – whether you are a stamp 

collector or not!

mpe
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SOCIAL MEDIA

FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

Which summer signing will have the biggest impact next season?

 “UMTITI, BECAUSE BARCELONA HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR A  
SOLID YOUNG DEFENDER AND  

HE’S BEEN SHOWING GREAT POTENTIAL. VIVA BARÇA!”
Christian Van Slyke (USA) on Twitter

“PJANIĆ TO JUVE.  
WORLD-CLASS FOOTBALLER AND GREAT AT FREE KICKS.  

HE LEARNT FROM JUNINHO.” 
Mirko Barni (Italy) on Twitter

“MKHITARYAN. UNITED ARE DESPERATE FOR A PLAYER LIKE HIM.  
A PROVEN TALENT, HE IS QUICK TO READ WEAKNESSES IN DEFENCE  

AND SET UP GOALS.”
Joel Mefford (USA) on Twitter

“ZLATAN, AT 34 HE SCORED 38 LEAGUE GOALS IN 31 MATCHES.  
HE WILL LIGHT UP THE ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE  

WITH HIS STRENGTH AND SKILL.”
Fady Tawfik (USA) on Twitter

“WITH XHAKA’S ARRIVAL, ARSENAL AND ARSENE’S LONG,  
LONG WAIT FOR VIEIRA’S HEIR IS FINALLY OVER AND  

SO WILL BE THEIR WAIT FOR THE TITLE.”
Minank Naik (India) on Twitter 
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NEW ZEALAND

READY 
FOR THE 
MAIN 
STAGE

Game on! The fans are in fine voice, the coaches are 

pacing the technical area and neutral fans are wondering 

who to support now that their team is out of the  

tournament. Why, the underdogs of course, who might 

need all the help they can get. Just one win, or even a 

draw, maybe a lucky penalty that goes in off the post 

– anything will do, and joining forces with face-painted 

fans to cheer on the supposed minnows seems the most 

natural thing in the world. And when the adopted team 

make it through to the next round with the wind in their 

sails, their opponents, as favourites, are often confronted 

with Murphy’s law, which states that anything that  

can go wrong will go wrong. Such fans wave their flags 

through to the bitter end. The surprise packages of  

EURO 2016, Iceland and Wales, bore witness once again 

to this phenomenon in France.

New Zealand recently won the OFC Nations  
Cup to muted applause, revealing just  
how expectations of the All Whites have grown. 
World Cup qualification for the third time is  
now a must.
By Alan Schweingruber 
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That winning feeling   
Rory Fallon (left) and Bill Tuiloma 

after the final whistle.
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NEW ZEALAND

The response of the New Zealand 
press to the cup triumph was muted. 
It was as though an undercover 
writer had written every article in the 
country’s newspapers overnight.

LIKE A SOLID ROCK GROUP
In New Zealand, where the sheep graze in far greater 

numbers than in Iceland or Wales, football fans are more 

than used to the role of outsiders. After all, the All Whites 

have only ever managed to qualify for two World Cups: 

Spain ‘82 and South Africa 2010. So far, their progress at 

major tournaments has been disappointing to say the 

least, but at least they took a point off the mighty Italians 

in 2010, the 1-1 draw in the group stage being a source of 

considerable pride for a nation with a population of just 

4.5 million. The Azzurri, then reigning world champions, 

failed to make it out of the group. 

Away from the global stage, however, New Zealand  

are top dogs in the tropical islands of the Pacific known  

as Oceania. They have just won their fifth OFC Nations 

Cup and, in the process, qualified for next year’s  

Confederations Cup in Russia, which will feature big 

names such as Germany, Portugal and Chile (see inset).  

Not quite All White In the land of many sheep, Englishman Anthony Hudson (in white, left) has been the national team coach since 2014.
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As for New Zealand, they are small fish in a big pond, 

although the opposite is also true where Oceania is  

concerned. They’re a bit like the solid rock group that 

always go down a storm with the punters but rarely 

appear at festivals headlined by acts such as The Rolling 

Stones or Radiohead – or if they do, they’re always on in 

the afternoon.

It was interesting to observe the New Zealanders’ reaction 

to their team’s OFC triumph in Papua New Guinea.  

Granted, the All Whites got down to business on that 

Sunday evening of 12 June and emerged victorious from  

a hard-fought match after a penalty shoot-out that  

finished 4-2 in their favour. The response of the New 

Zealand press, however, was muted. It was as though an 

undercover writer had somehow managed to write every 

article in the country’s newspapers overnight, to the effect 

that such an achievement would count for nothing if the 

team didn’t proceed to qualify for the World Cup for a 

12 June 2016 Hudson’s team with the trophy, penalty hero Stefan Marinovic (right).
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third time. And if Golden Glove winner Stefan Marinovic 

hadn’t been between the sticks, or so the reasoning went, 

there wouldn’t even have been a cup triumph to report. 

The 24-year-old keeper saved two penalties after  

120 minutes of normal play had failed to produce a goal.

IRONING OUT THE KINKS
They like their cricket and rugby in New Zealand, and 

anyone who thinks that there is a wind of change in the 

air has another think coming. However – and this is borne 

out by the exploits in Papua New Guinea – expectations of 

New Zealand football are rising. The national team’s 

shortcomings are taken seriously and no one is resting on 

their laurels. Not everything was “super”, according to 

former All Whites striker Wynton Rufer. He told FIFA 1904: 

“But I’m sure we’ll see a different New Zealand team 

altogether at the Confederations Cup in Russia.” Rufer, 

who notched 59 goals in 174 appearances for Werder 

Bremen (1989-1994), has been running a football academy 

in Auckland for almost 20 years, where penalty shoot-out 

hero Marinovic, who plays for Regional League club 

Unterhaching in Germany, honed his skills. “He’s certainly 

got what it takes to be a top keeper,” says Rufer.

The World Cup qualifiers will enter their decisive phase on 

all continents next year, culminating in the two-legged 

play-offs featuring eight teams battling it out to book their 

place in Russia – including the best side from Oceania. “I 

have a plan,” confided New Zealand coach Anthony 

Hudson in The FIFA Weekly eight months ago. “I believe in 

my work and I believe in the players… we want to get to 

the Confederations Cup and the World Cup – and make 

history when we get there.” In other words, rock out like 

the Stones. Media criticism notwithstanding, at least 

Hudson is on the way to getting satisfaction.

CONFEDERATIONS CUP 2017
Being held from 17 June to 2 July 2017, the FIFA 

Confederations Cup acts as a dress rehearsal for the 

main event the following year. Hosts Russia and 

reigning world champions Germany will be joined by 

one more team from each confederation. The 2017 

participants will be Russia, Germany, Chile  

(CONMEBOL), Australia (AFC), New Zealand (OFC), 

Mexico (CONCACAF), Portugal (UEFA), and the 2017 

Africa Cup of Nations winners (CAF). The tournament 

will be played in Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Kazan 

and Sochi. There will be two groups of four teams, 

with the top two from each group contesting the 

semi-finals. The 2013 winners were Brazil.

Criticism notwithstanding,  
at least coach Anthony Hudson is  
on the way to getting satisfaction.

MEMBERS OF THE OFC
The Oceania Football Confederation (OFC) comprises 

14 countries, 11 of which are attempting to qualify for 

the World Cup: American Samoa, the Cook Islands, 

Fiji, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Papua New  

Guinea, the Solomon Islands, Samoa, Tahiti, Tonga 

and Vanuatu. There are three rounds in the OFC  

qualification, with the winner advancing to the  

inter-continental play-offs, where the fifth-placed 

team of the strong CONMEBOL group await.  

New Zealand lost to Mexico in the play-offs for the 

2014 World Cup. The OFC Nations Cup takes place 

every four years. New Zealand’s opponents in the 

third round of the 2018 World Cup qualifiers are New 

Caledonia and Fiji.
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PLACE Akoupé, Côte d’Ivoire
DATE 8 April 2014
TIME 18.19
PHOTOGRAPHER Malte Jaeger

FIRST LOVE
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Silvia Neid  
Her name is almost inextricably 
linked with the development of 
women’s football in Germany.

THE INTERVIEW
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me in September they might have the feeling 

that someone is missing. But at the same time, 

the new coach Steffi Jones, who will be taking 

over the reins, is already with us. So I think 

things will soon get back to normal, on both 

sides. 

How have the preparations for the Olympics 
been this time? Different from other years?
I’ve enjoyed it more and it has been more 

intense. The time is flying, so every now and 

then I try to pause for a moment and breathe. 

This is my last tournament: of course I want it  

to be another great one, and we have trained 

thoroughly and painstakingly. 

You have known all the players for a very long 
time. Does that make your job easier, or does 
it make certain decisions – for example 
choosing the squad – more difficult?
I try to keep it separate, but I do catch myself 

sometimes judging too quickly simply because  

I have known the players for so long. That’s why 

it’s important to keep an unbiased view, so as 

not to fall into established patterns of thinking.  

I don’t want to pigeon-hole people, but instead 

give each player the opportunity to show a new 

side and prove themselves. We discuss the 

performance of each of the players within the 

coaching team so that everyone can express 

their opinion and point of view. I pay a great 

deal of attention to that.

“NOTHING SURPRISES 
ME ANY MORE”
No one has left such a mark on 
women’s football in Germany as 
Silvia Neid, who has enjoyed 
enormous success as both a 
player and a coach since 1982. 
But she is set to retire after  
the 2016 Olympic Games.  
FIFA 1904 sat down with her to 
take a look back at her past 
successes, and to find out about 
her plans for the future.
Annette Braun was talking with  
Silvia Neid in Bad Gögging.

Ms Neid, do you find it easy to say goodbye?
It depends whether you have decided to go 

yourself, or if you are being forced to leave.  

It was my own decision to give up the role of 

national team coach, and I gave it a lot of 

thought. It’s time for something new in my life. 

Your name has become almost inextricably 
linked with the German women’s national 
team. How will they manage without you and 
you without them?
I know there’ll be some sadness after the last 

game when I say goodbye to the players and the 

staff. And at the first training session without 

You played in the first international game of 
the German women’s team, the first Women’s 
World Cup and the first Women’s Olympic 
Football Tournament. You were also named 
the first FIFA World Coach of the Year for 
Women’s Football – in short, you have always 
been a pioneer.
I am very proud to have been part of these 

milestones in women’s football. It was a  

particular honour to be the first female German 

player to gain 100 caps and to set a record for 

the most international appearances. 

You had to overcome some big obstacles in 
terms of societal expectations. 
Of course that took a lot of effort and persist-

ence, battling to gain recognition for our sport 

and breaking down barriers. 

In that respect, things are different for the 
current generation.
The path has already been trodden for this 

generation. The game has become much more 

professionalised, both on a technical and  

tactical level and on an administrative level.  

We are now working with, among others,  

an analyst, a goalkeeping coach, a psychologist 

and a fitness coach. There are now around  

20 people working in the team behind the team. 

When Tina Theune-Meyer was coach, we used 

to sit in front of the TV and watch videos of  

the games, fast-forwarding and rewinding the 
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THE INTERVIEW

tapes to show the players the most important 

bits. Clearly, women’s football has undergone an 

impressive revolution, and that is a good thing. 

Who knows what it will look like in ten years. 

Maybe then the players will be able to see their 

strengths and weaknesses on screen at the 

touch of a button. 

In what ways have your own approach and 
methods changed?
I have gained experiences that have made it 

easier for me to react to certain situations. I am 

able to structure the training quite differently 

from how I did it at the start of my career 

because I feel more secure and confident. 

Nevertheless, I still listen to my gut feelings.  

It’s good to plan ahead, but the real skill lies in 

being able to instinctively handle the important 

moments in the right way.

You seem very calm and collected.
Nothing surprises me any more. It takes a lot to 

ruffle my feathers these days.

Not even criticism? Have you got used to it?
When you work as a coach, you are always 

criticised whenever things do not go well.  

At first I used to get upset about the negative 

comments in the press, because people had this 

image of me even though they didn’t know me 

and my working methods at all. Nowadays,  

I don’t let these comments get to me – my 

colleagues and my friends are a great help to  

me in this respect. I don’t care any more what 

people write about me. It was a long process 

but I no longer need to be liked. After all,  

you can never please everyone. 

Has your success helped you to feel that you 
no longer have anything to prove?
As a young coach, you have to deliver first of all. 

My predecessor Tina Theune-Meyer was a hard 

act to follow. Of course, winning the World Cup 

in 2007 helped with that. 

Where does women’s football stand now?
Unfortunately, in sport as in society it is still the 

case that women have to perform better than 

NAME Silvia Neid
BORN 2 May 1964 in Walldürn (Germany)
PLAYING CAREER SV Schlierstadt, Klinge-Seckach, SSG 09 Bergisch Gladbach, TSV Siegen 
COACHING CAREER DFB coach of the U-16, U-18, and U-19 teams and assistant coach of  
the women’s national team (1996 to 2005), head coach of the women’s national team (since 2005)
MAJOR HONOURS AS A PLAYER World Cup runner-up (1995), European champion (1989, 1991, 1995), 
seven-time German champion, six-time DFB Cup winner, 111 games and 48 goals for the national team
MAJOR HONOURS AS A COACH World champion (2003, 2007), European champion  
(1997, 2001, 2005, 2009, 2013), Olympic bronze medallist (2000, 2004, 2008)
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You’ve won three Olympic bronze medals. A 
gold medal this time would be a nice leaving 
present.
I would certainly have nothing against such  

a present and would be very happy indeed  

with that! We are working very hard towards 

achieving that goal. 

EURO 2016 was characterised by the defensive 
tactics of many of the teams. Will that also be 
the case for the women’s tournament in Brazil?
I think so, yes. This development was already 

observed at the FIFA Women’s World Cup 2015 

in Canada. More and more teams are playing 

really well without the ball and in a compact 

formation. That’s the trend. We have to take 

that into account and find solutions. At the same 

time, we need to react well without the ball 

ourselves, as at the Olympics we won’t neces-

sarily be the technically strongest team. I’m 

thinking here for example of the French, who  

are showing great potential.

As head of the new DFB scouting department 
for women’s and girls’ football, will you be 
looking at these types of technical and 
tactical developments in women’s football?
My main role will be to recognise trends and 

inform the national team coach Steffi Jones 

about them. For me, that means that I will be 

attending tournaments and closely observing 

the strongest countries. It will also be important 

to work in close cooperation with those  

responsible for men’s football, as many develop-

ments start in the men’s game. 

“When you work as a coach, you are always criticised whenever 
things do not go well. I don’t care any more what people write 
about me. It was a long process but I no longer need to be liked.” 

men in order to receive recognition. For example, 

women earn less money than men for the same 

work – in the 21st century! As a woman,  

it’s sometimes hard to believe that this is still 

happening.  

You once said that you have given everything 
for football. What has football given you in 
return?
Football has always been a big part of my life. 

But I didn’t know how it would end up. After all, 

when I was a child, women’s football was totally 

frowned upon. But my parents always supported 

me, and now my hobby earns me my living.  

I have met so many incredible people through 

football and visited countries all around the 

world. Football has widened my horizons.  

As a public figure, I have experienced fame  

and honour, as well as rebukes and criticism.  

I have given a lot to football but also got a lot 

back.

The Olympic Games start on 3 August.  
What is the significance of this tournament 
for the players?
The Olympic Games are a great showcase.  

The further we get in this tournament, the more 

interesting we become for the spectators 

because they become more aware of us. This  

is a great incentive and can only be a good thing 

for women’s football. The national team is the 

poster kid for our sport and the best means to 

raise awareness among the general public. We 

generate high viewing figures and the whole of 

women’s football in Germany benefits from that. 

Apart from the new job, what are you looking 
forward to the most when you step down 
from your head coach position?
First of all, I’ll have a holiday. Then, I want  

to make good use of my free time – experience 

new things, return to education. I’m really 

looking forward to having this freedom. 
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THEN

Swedish striker Ove Grahn (left) resorts to dishonest means to stop German player Georg Schwarzenbeck  
in a World Cup group match. 

1974
DÜSSELDORF, GERMANY
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NOW

Albanian Ergys Kaçe (left) tries the same trick on Swiss midfielder Valon Behrami  
during a EURO 2016 group match. 

2016
LENS, FRANCE

35FIFA 1904   /

D
en

is
 C

ha
rl

et
 / A

FP



DEBATE

FIFA KICK-STARTS OVERHAULED  
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
The FIFA Development Committee, chaired by FIFA vice-president 

and AFC President Shaikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, met  

in Zurich on 13 July and started putting in motion Forward,  

FIFA’s overhauled development programme approved by the  

FIFA Congress in May 2016. The meeting took place in the  

presence of the chairman of FIFA’s Audit and Compliance  

Committee, Tomaž Vesel. 

Member associations and confederations can now apply for  

development funds under the Forward Programme, which aims 

to provide 360-degree, tailor-made support for developing 

football, based on the following pillars: 

•  MORE INVESTMENT: FIFA will significantly increase financial 

support for football development, from USD 1.6 million to  

USD 5 million per four-year cycle for each member association. 

The confederations will now receive USD 40 million per four-

year cycle, up from USD 22 million 

•  MORE IMPACT: FIFA will bring together all of its football  

support projects into one tailor-made contract of agreed  

objectives to be signed by member associations and  

confederations 

•  MORE OVERSIGHT: FIFA will introduce enhanced oversight 

controls to ensure that this increase in football development 

spending is transparent, including the publication of  

member associations’ and confederations’ annual financial 

statements on FIFA.com and annual accounts audited by  

an independent auditor as presented in the Forward  

Regulations 

“This Development Committee meeting marks a very important 

day as through Forward, we are making a qualitative step to  

improve the impact of FIFA’s development projects and better 

serve the member associations and confederations. The proper 

structure is being put in place to meet the challenges and ensure 

the successful implementation of the Forward Programme,”  

said Shaikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa. 

“One of the key priorities of our administration will be to ensure 

the proper implementation and oversight of the development  

projects, with enhanced accountability, regular monitoring and 

reporting. The success of Forward will ultimately not only depend 

on FIFA but on the work of all our member associations,”  

commented FIFA Secretary General Fatma Samoura. 

The Development Committee confirmed that member associations 

and confederations will have until 1 June 2017 to wrap up their 

contracts of agreed objectives with key performance indicators. 

Until that date, the committee will consider projects for approval 

on a case-by-case basis. 

This meeting was the last of the Development Committee in its 

current composition. Following the reforms passed by the FIFA 

Congress in February 2016, the Development Committee will be 

overhauled and half of its members will be independent.  

The first meeting of the committee in its new structure is  

scheduled for October 2016.
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PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE

Best wishes, Gianni Infantino

FIFA is football, football is FIFA – our priority must be to develop the beautiful game so that it can  

continue to grow in a sustainable manner all around the world. That is why FIFA, over its four-year cycle, 

is set to invest USD 5 million in each member association (up from USD 1.6 million), and USD 40 million 

(up from USD 22 million) in each of the six confederations, as well as – starting from a yet-to-be-defined 

date in the coming year – up to USD 1 million in regional associations in order for them to organise 

tournaments for young women and men. This represents a massive increase, but the funding is also 

subject to very strict controls over its use. Both of these aspects – increased funding and increased  

controls – were set out in my manifesto, which at that time was just a vision. 

Now, only a few months after the Congress in Mexico laid the foundation for the reforms, this vision is 

becoming a reality. That is something which I am very happy about. This is the right path for FIFA to take. 

The various FIFA development programmes have been combined under one umbrella – the FIFA Forward 

Programme. The Forward Programme will enable us to carry out our number-one task with greater 

efficiency, better planning, more care and transparency and increased control criteria, so that we can 

continue to develop football in a sustainable and socially responsible manner. Take my word for it:  

with the FIFA Forward Programme, football, the game which belongs to all of us, can flourish in all  

corners of the world. 

Just over two weeks ago, on 13 July, the FIFA Development Committee brought the FIFA Forward  

Programme to life. Member associations and confederations can now apply for individual,  

tailored financial support, and regional associations will be able to do so from 2017.

Of course, we have also formalised and made binding the criteria which must be met in order for funding to 

be granted, and have introduced consistent application and monitoring processes. As part of these processes, 

every single one of the 211 member associations must undergo an audit of its accounts every year.

FIFA is football, football is FIFA – now more than ever. 

TRANSPARENT AND 
SUSTAINABLE FOOTBALL 
DEVELOPMENT
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FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

TREASURE HUNT
110 years of FIFA and world football history in one place – there are special  
gems in the library of the FIFA World Football Museum in Zurich to take visitors 
on a trip down memory lane.
By Annette Braun

Open the doors to the FIFA museum 

library and you’ll find yourself entering a 

room with huge windows that bathe the 

workstations and the inviting sofa in 

natural light. The front part of the library  

is home to a wide range of current  

football magazines from all around  

the world, each with a headline vastly 

different to the next. It is just a little taste 

of what lies in store further back in the 

library – namely around 4,500 books, 

magazines and documents, not to men-

tion approximately 70,000 documents 

that can be accessed digitally in the 

documentation centre. “Preserving this 

treasure, adding to it and making it  

accessible for all is a task that fills us with 

pride,” says librarian Michael Schmalholz 

as he strides through rows and rows of 

immaculately organised shelves housing 

books in various languages. 

A PRIVILEGE AND A COMMITMENT
Visitors to the museum library will feel like 

they have stepped into an Aladdin’s cave 

of footballing folklore, a place where 

history comes to life, almost as if they were  

actually there on the touchline, being 

swept along by the tension of a penalty 

shoot-out, celebrating victories but  

mourning defeats. And so the visitor’s step 

back in time can begin, whether it is to the 

1966 World Cup and North Korea’s finest 

hour, or to Mexico 1986 when a certain 

Diego Armando Maradona inspired 

Argentina all the way to glory. The library 

has it all – official association documents, 

stunning photographs, match reports – 

even the librarian’s eyes light up when he 

begins to talk about the material that he 

works with day in, day out. “As a massive 

football fan myself, and as someone who 

also played the game for many years, I 

always get goose pimples when I enter 

this fascinating place.” 

One particularly special piece is the FIFA 

Bulletin of 1 September 1905, which is 

more or less FIFA’s founding document  

as it laid down the organisation’s new 

statutes in the form of ten articles. And 

while at first glance this four-page booklet 

may appear rather unassuming, its true 

value simply cannot be overstated. “FIFA 

has continued to grow and grow since 

that foundation phase, but our activities 

are still geared towards the very same 

goals that this group of visionary pioneers 

laid down in these ten articles 110 years 

ago,” says Schmalholz. A copy of the 

bulletin can be found in the museum, 

library but the original is stored in the FIFA 

documentation centre. 

MEETING PLACE
The library and documentation centre 

give every single visitor the opportunity 

to access FIFA’s institutional memory 

while also allowing researchers, students 

and any other interested parties to take a 

closer look at the history of FIFA and 

international football. It’s a meeting place 

with more than a hint of nostalgia, a place 

where the historic, social and economic 

aspects of football all come together. It’s 

also somewhere that the power of history 

can be felt on every single page – whether 

that page is smooth and in pristine condi-

tion because it’s a new addition to the 

library’s collection, or whether it has taken 

on a yellowish tint having been printed 

many years earlier. Take the Italian FA’s 

official report on the 1934 FIFA World 

Cup™, for example, one of the library’s 

rarest documents. 

“The goal is to promote intellectual 

exchanges,” says Schmalholz. The idea is 

to open up football and its development 

so that every visitor leaves the library 

feeling like a winner, and as someone 

who can’t wait to pay another visit to the 

library and immerse themselves once 

again in the rich history of the game. 
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VISITING THE LIBRARY 

The library, which is constantly adding to its collection with new editions and its own 

publications, is open on Wednesdays and Fridays between 10.00 and 14.00, as well as on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays between 13.00 and 18.00. If you wish to visit, simply download 

the registration form from http://www.fifamuseum.com/visit/library, complete it and send it 

back to library@fifamuseum.com. Based on the information in the form, you will be  

permitted to use the library, and the requested materials will be made available to you.  

If you can’t make it to Zurich, however, you can still tap in to the expertise of the library and 

use the documents in the library and the archives from afar. Simply send an e-mail to the 

address above for further information. “We may be based in Zurich, and all of our analogue 

materials may be here too, but our digital service is – just like the character of the FIFA 

World Football Museum itself – global,” says librarian Michael Schmalholz.

Taking a trip down football’s memory lane  
The library of the FIFA World Football Museum is well worth a visit.
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Hand on your heart  
The Papua New Guinea U-20 team 
proudly sing the national anthem. 

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

MORE THAN 
A GAME
The U-20 Women’s World Cup in Papua New Guinea will not merely provide  
a showcase for up-and-coming talent on the big stage – it will also  
lay the foundations for the development of women and girls in the region. 
By Annette Braun
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It was no coincidence that the date chosen to unveil the official emblem and slogan of  

the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea – 8 March – 

was the same as that of International Women’s Day, underlining the aim of the  

tournament to use football as a tool to encourage women and girls. The slogan of  

this year’s edition, which is being held in the Pacific island nation from 13 November 

to 3 December, is “To Inspire, To Excel”. 

Previous participants at the tournament have gone on to win titles and awards at  

professional level, inspiring many to follow in their footsteps and pursue their dreams. 

Looking back to move forward is no bad thing.

BUDDING STARS 
The first FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup in 2002 was notable for Christine Sinclair’s  

emergence on the global stage, the Canadian notching ten goals in her home country,  

earning her both the Golden Boot and the Golden Ball awards in the process.  

All the talk two years later was of the brilliance of Brazil’s Marta and Germany’s Célia 

“International 
competition is hugely  
important for your  
development as a player.”
Dzsenifer Marozsán

Šašić. At just 16, the latter was the baby of the team that would go on to win  

the tournament by beating China PR 2-0 in the final. In 2008, Sydney Leroux helped 

the USA to win the U-20 title in Chile before winning the World Cup proper seven 

years later in Canada. For all of these future stars, the tournament was the first step 

towards a successful international career. 

Swiss international Ramona Bachmann, who appeared at the 2006 and 2010 editions, 

confirms the importance of the tournament: “You play against the top players in  

the world and learn a thing or two along the way because you see how high the bar 

is set as well as areas you need to work on if you want to make it to the top.”  

Her view is echoed by German playmaker Dzsenifer Marozsán, who left her mark  

on the 2012 edition and received the Golden Boot as a reward for her efforts:  

“International competition is hugely important for your development as a player, plus 

it gives you vital tournament experience.”

Legacy  
FIFA wants to promote women’s 
football in the region far beyond 
the U-20 World Cup – for example 
with coaching courses with former 
Italian international Carolina 
Morace.
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

WARRIORS MARCHING ON TO RIO
The Zimbabwean women’s national team are set to take part in their first 
Women’s Olympic Football Tournament – a milestone in the development of 
the women’s game in Zimbabwe.
By Annette Braun

A dream come true Zimbabwe seal their place at the Olympics.

Last year, some 26 million fans in the 

USA watched TV coverage of their 

country’s 5-2 victory over Japan in the 

final of the FIFA Women’s World Cup™ 

in Canada, twice the number of people 

who live in Zimbabwe.

The vast difference in the size of the 

two countries is also reflected in  

the scale of their football ambitions. 

The USA, on the one hand, have won 

three Women’s World Cup titles and 

four Olympic gold medals, and they will 

be going all out for a fifth in Rio. They 

have a huge pool of talent to draw 

upon, with thousands upon thousands 

of high-school girls playing soccer as part 

of a nationwide development scheme. 

AN OLYMPIC OPPORTUNITY
Zimbabwe, on the other hand, will be 

making their Olympic debut in Rio, and 

their goal will be to draw even more atten-

tion to the sport back home and to help 

secure its long-term future. The Mighty 

Warriors are renowned for their passion, 

and it was their team spirit and heart that 

saw them book their place in Rio. 

Their qualification was a milestone that 

made the entire country proud.  

“We all shed tears of joy and excitement. 

It was unbelievable,” says Zimbabwe’s 

Theresa Maguraushe, who is taking part 

in the second edition of the FIFA Female 

Leadership Development Programme. 

Making a difference and setting targets 

are key parts of this course, the aim  

of which is to help get women into 

leadership positions, but at the same 

time they are also cornerstones of the 

development of the Zimbabwean 

women’s national team. “This is our 

first experience and playing big teams 

like Germany, Canada and Australia in 

the group stage might not be easy.  

But it will give us experience and  

exposure,” says Maguraushe. The 

Zimbabweans have already claimed one 

significant scalp by seeing off the 

challenge of Cameroon, runners-up at 

the CAF Women’s Championship in 

2014, in qualifying for Rio. 

Nevertheless, the Zimbabwean team 

know that they are still miles away from 

an environment such as the USA’s. Their 

Olympic debut, however, promises to 

be just the start, a powerful argument 

for further and increased investment  

in and commitment to the game.  

And who knows where their journey 

may take them? The players and  

coaches are bursting with motivation. 

And while the Icelandic underdogs at 

EURO 2016 in France were hailed with 

those unforgettable “Hu” chants from 

their loyal fans, in Rio it will be “Go 

Mighty Warriors, Go!”
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LEAVING BEHIND A LEGACY
However, there is so much more to the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup than providing 

young players with their first assessment of how they rate against other potential  

world-beaters. “We will use the tournament to promote gender equality,” says Powes 

Parkop, Governor of the National Capital District, Port Moresby. Adds David Chung, 

President of the Papua New Guinea Football Association: “It is envisaged that through the 

hosting of the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup, women can be inspired and empowered 

to tackle the gender prejudice and discrimination that exists in a country like Papua New 

Guinea.” The aim is to leave behind a legacy and improve opportunities for women to 

progress through the sport, from children’s to youth to adult teams. 

In the run-up to the tournament, a course for national women’s league coaches was  

held in Papua New Guinea by Italian coach Carolina Morace, who was impressed by the 

ambition displayed by everyone who took part: “When I asked them if they wanted a 

break they preferred to keep going! They asked me so many questions.”

The Live Your Goals programme, which is aimed at inspiring young girls to play and  

take an active part in football, was also launched in the country. Some 200 girls attended 

the kick-off event, with five more events due to be held this year. “We are working 

closely with the different regions and communities, to ensure that we take the game of 

football to as many young girls as possible, while ensuring sustainable development,”  

says Margaret Aka, who is coordinating the legacy programme. Working closely with the 

host country and promoting the game are FIFA’s objectives for every women’s tournament.

The final of the U-20 Women’s World Cup will take place on 3 December. Germany will 

be looking to retain the title that they won two years ago in a thrilling match against 

Nigeria, with the only goal coming in extra time. For the girls and women in Papua New 

Guinea, however, the football adventure will just be starting: the experience will help 

them to grow and prepare for the future with confidence.

“We will use the 
tournament to promote 
gender equality.” 
Powes Parkop

Great expectations  
David Chung, President of the 
Papua New Guinea FA, with the 
U-20 Women’s World Cup trophy. 
Mascot Susa is also counting  
down the days to kick-off.
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In the thick of it Reporters and photographers camped behind the goal at the Maracanã – the stadium dedicated to their esteemed colleague, journalist 

PHOTO ARCHIVE
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Mário Filho – in Rio de Janeiro for the World Cup group match between England and Chile on 25 June 1950, which the Three Lions won 2-0. 
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HISTORY

GOLDEN 
MOMENTS
The Olympic Football Tournaments, 
in which 12 women’s and  
16 men’s teams will compete for 
the coveted medals, kick off in 
Brazil on 3-4 August. Over its 
110-year history, the competition 
has had its fair share of magic 
moments. FIFA 1904 takes a look 
at a selection of them.
By Annette Braun

Luck on their side: Yugoslavia won a coin toss with 
Bulgaria in 1960 to advance to the semi-finals.

LONDON 1908 
Two thousand spectators were at the White 

City Stadium on 19 October for the first-ever 

Olympic football match between Denmark 

and a France “B” team, with the Danes 

running out 9-0 winners. Striker Vilhelm 

Wolfhagen bagged four of the goals.  

Denmark succumbed 2-0 to hosts Great 

Britain in the final, however.
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HELSINKI 1952 
Helsinki witnessed the birth of 

one of the greatest football 

teams of all time: Hungary.  

Led by Ferenc Puskás, the team 

marched triumphantly through 

tournament with their  

bewitching play, notching up 

five consecutive wins and 

scoring 20 goals on the way to 

securing the gold medal. 

ANTWERP 1920 
Fourteen teams took part in the competition, 

with Egypt the first non-European side to 

feature. The debutants went out in the first 

round after losing 2-1 to Italy, however,  

but the biggest surprise was the early exit  

of two-time winners Great Britain after their 

3-1 defeat to Norway. 

MELBOURNE 1956 
Having earned his first cap in 1954, legendary Soviet 

Union goalkeeper Lev Yashin won Olympic gold two years 

later. As well as boasting outstanding reflexes, Yashin 

revolutionised the position by organising and playing with 

the defence, inventing the modern goalkeeper as a result. 

AMSTERDAM 1928 
The final in Amsterdam was contested by two South American teams: 

Argentina and Uruguay. After the match ended 1-1, Uruguay triumphed 

2-1 in the replay, and repeated the feat two years later in the final of  

the first FIFA World Cup™, this time by a 4-2 margin. 

ROME 1960 
The final Group A match between Yugoslavia and 

Bulgaria was decided by the toss of a coin. Luck was on 

the Yugoslavs’ side, and the team would go on to win 

the gold medal. The tournament’s structure was 

changed after Rome: instead of just knockout matches, 

a group stage was introduced, guaranteeing every team 

at least three games.
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HISTORY

LOS ANGELES 1984 

In Los Angeles, professional players were allowed to compete  

at the Olympic Football Tournament for the first time.  

Some 1.4 million spectators attended the 32 matches, a record  

that would endure until London 2012. It was also the tournament 

when the Mexican wave became known to a global audience. 

During the semi-final between Brazil and Italy at the Stanford 

Stadium, 80,000 fans took part in the wave, which is still  

performed to this day in arenas around the world. 

SEOUL 1988 
Kalusha Bwalya scored a hat-trick as Zambia swatted Italy aside 4-0 in their group game. Zambia would go on to reach  

the quarter-finals, where they lost to West Germany and an on-fire Jürgen Klinsmann, who also nabbed a hat-trick.  

It was an outstanding achievement by the African country, which five years later would suffer one of the biggest sporting  

tragedies ever, when 18 of its national team players and members of their entourage were killed in a plane crash.

ATLANTA 1996 
This tournament was one for the record books, as Nigeria 

became the first African team to win the gold medal,  

and the first winners not to come from Europe or  

South America. It was also the first to feature a women’s 

competition, which was won by the USA after they  

defeated China PR in the final.

Atlanta 1996 was one for 
the record books as Nigeria 
became the first African team 
to win the gold medal, and the 
first winners not to come from 
Europe or South America.
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ATHENS 2004 
The emphasis at this tournament was very much on attacking football, with an average of almost 3.2 goals 

scored in every match. Argentina had the best goalscorer in Carlos Tévez (eight goals) and won their first 

gold medal at the Olympic Football Tournaments. Iraq caused the biggest upset by reaching the semi-finals. 

BEIJING 2008 
Six games, six wins, no goals conceded – such had been 

Argentina’s flawless record at the 2004 Olympic Games in 

Athens. It would have been virtually impossible to top this 

feat, but the 2008 vintage, boasting players of the calibre of 

Sergio Agüero, Ángel Di María, Javier Mascherano and a 

certain Lionel Messi in their line-up, at least matched it in 

Beijing, again keeping a clean sheet in all six matches played 

and won.

LONDON 2012 
“I’d like some more of this!” That was the thought running 

around Abby Wambach’s head immediately after the USA 

won their gold medal in 2004, which she helped to achieve 

after heading in the winning goal in the 112th minute of  

the final against Brazil. Even as she stepped down from the 

podium, she began planning for the next Olympics, but an 

injury shortly before the 2008 tournament denied her a 

further medal until 2012, when she and her US team-mates 

beat Japan 2-1 to claim gold. 

Six games, six wins, no goals 
conceded – this flawless record 
secured gold for Argentina at 
Athens 2004.
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FIFA PARTNER



Why did you want to work for FIFA?

I had been working in sport for the majority of my 

career, so when I saw a job advertised at FIFA it 

seemed the perfect opportunity for me to progress 

within the industry I love. 

What exactly do you do at FIFA?

I have recently changed roles in the Marketing 

Division, from Marketing Communications Manager 

to Marketing Alliances Manager. In my new position,  

I manage the relationship between FIFA and our 

long-time Partner Coca-Cola, which includes every-

thing from ordering the products that are consumed 

at events to helping activate the FIFA World Cup 

Trophy Tour by Coca-Cola around the world. 

Who is your favourite football team of all time?

I started my career in football with Arsenal in London, 

and working there ignited my passion for the sport. 

So they will always be my favourite team. 

What has been the highlight of your time at FIFA 

to date?

I feel lucky to have started working here in 2014,  

and since then I have been to both the 2014 World 

Cup in Brazil and the Women’s World Cup in  

Canada in 2015. Ultimately, I love the opportunity  

I have to travel and to experience the influence that 

football has around the world. 

What exactly do you do at FIFA? 

I work in the Players’ Status & Governance  

Department and deal mostly with legal disputes 

between clubs or between players and clubs. 

Which footballer (or person involved in football) 

would you like to meet and why? 

Cafu, for having been a great player, for reminding 

me of my first memorable World Cup in 1994,  

and for being a nice, humble man who is very much 

engaged with social projects in Brazil. In fact, I was 

able speak to him for a few seconds at the 2014 

World Cup and he is indeed the very friendly, humble 

person I had imagined. 

Who is your favourite football team of all time? 

Of course my own national team: the Seleção  

(in spite of everything). 

What has been the highlight of your time at FIFA 

to date? 

Working at the 2014 World Cup, not only in my home 

country, but in my hometown: Brasília.  

It was a fantastic and unforgettable experience! 

Why did you want to work for FIFA?

I am a true fan of football. Football has always been 

part of my life, but close to my ninth birthday I really 

started cherishing it. My father brought home a 

fantastic book about the history of the World Cup, 

and it became my favourite book and left me  

completely infatuated. Italia ’90 was just around  

the corner and I could not get enough of football, 

playing almost daily, watching any match that was on 

TV, and passionately supporting both my club and 

national team.

As soon as I had the chance, I conducted football- 

related studies and later joined the Colombian FA. 

There, I worked on the FIFA U-20 World Cup in 2011, 

which was a dream come true: it made me realise 

football’s potential to have a positive impact on  

people’s lives and it cemented my determination to 

join FIFA. With football it has been quite a love story; 

working for FIFA is the best chapter of it.

Who is your favourite football team of all time?

Club: Deportivo Cali (’86 and ’99).

National team: Netherlands (’98).

What has been the highlight of your time at FIFA 

to date?

Working at the 2014 World Cup in Porto Alegre.

FACES OF FIFA

Name: Felicity George Job title: Marketing Alliances 
Manager Age: 31 Nationality: United Kingdom  
Date joined FIFA: 2014

Name: Lívia Silva Kägi Job title: Group Leader –  
Players’ Status & Governance Department Age: 33 
Nationality: Brazil Date joined FIFA: 2011

Name: Felipe Restrepo Job title: Olympics Coordinator 
Age: 37 Nationality: Colombia Date joined FIFA: 
2013
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STATISTICS

PLAYERS’ STATUS AND 
TRANSFERS – FIFA’S WORK

THE PLAYERS’ STATUS COMMITTEE OR ITS SINGLE JUDGE DEALT  
WITH 103 REQUESTS FOR THE PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION  

OF PLAYERS AFTER AN INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER,  
WHILE THE PLAYERS’ STATUS & GOVERNANCE DEPARTMENT  

HANDLED 801 INFORMATION REQUESTS CONCERNING REGULATIONS  
ON THE STATUS AND TRANSFER OF PLAYERS AND 40 REQUESTS  

FOR A CHANGE OF ASSOCIATION.

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS 
SUBMITTED 3,183  
APPLICATIONS RELATING 
TO THE PROTECTION  
OF MINORS.

/   FIFA 190452
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ONE MILESTONE HAS BEEN THE USE OF THE MODERN  
TECHNOLOGY OFFERED BY THE TRANSFER MATCHING SYSTEM (TMS) 

 FOR THE SUBMISSION OF CLAIMS RELATING TO TRAINING  
COMPENSATION AND SOLIDARITY CONTRIBUTIONS.

1,979 CLAIMS WERE 
LODGED WITH THE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION CHAMBER AND 

THE PLAYERS’ STATUS  
COMMITTEE IN 2015.

THE CORE TASK OF THE MORE  
THAN 40 EMPLOYEES IN THE PLAYERS’  

STATUS & GOVERNANCE DEPARTMENT  
IS THE EFFICIENT RUNNING AND MANAGEMENT OF  

THE ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE AND RESOLUTION SYSTEM  
ESTABLISHED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF FIFA.  

PLAYERS’ STATUS & GOVERNANCE ALSO HANDLES MATTERS 
RELATING TO CHANGE OF ASSOCIATION, ELIGIBILITY  

AND RELEASE OF PLAYERS TO  
ASSOCIATION TEAMS. 
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EURO 2016 IN FRANCE

WELL, THAT WAS GOOD!

Fan zone, Paris England fans celebrate their side’s 2-1 victory over Wales on 16 June.

Strolling on the sand Wales’ David Edwards (left) and Sam Vokes in Dinard, aka “the Nice of the North”. 

Now that EURO 2016 is over, all that remains are emotions, pride and memories of a fantastic tournament 
that brought Europe just a little closer together.
By Alan Schweingruber

In Lyons, tram number 3 runs past Part-Dieu,  

the biggest train station in this city in south-east 

France, carrying fans to the home ground of 

Olympique Lyonnais. Well, not quite all the way 

because they have to walk the last 400m.  

Those 400m, depending on whether your team 

has won or lost, or whether you take a pit stop  

at a Turkish kebab shop en route, can take up  

to an hour. After all, when it comes to celebrating 

all that is good about football, there’s absolutely 

no rush. Take your time, soak it all in.

Lyons is known for the lion that takes pride of 

place in its coat of arms, but he certainly had 

some competition this summer as other creatures 

had their own moments in the sun in the humble 

streets around the Stade des Lumières. Take the 
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Albanian double-headed eagle, for example, who held court on 19 June when the  

Shqiponjat claimed a sensational victory over Romania. And then there was the Welsh  

red dragon with its pointed tongue, who was omnipresent in the city three weeks later  

as Chris Coleman’s heroes took on Portugal in the semi-finals. Last but by no means least, 

who could forget the unmistakeable Gallic rooster, the bird coming into town for the 

match in which the French really began to hit their stride. Their 2-1 victory over the Irish 

may have been unspectacular but it was probably Les Bleus’ most important win as it gave 

the whole nation an injection of confidence and belief.

PRIDE AND PASSION
It wasn’t all about the animals that adorned the shirts, scarves and memorabilia though. 

Fortunately, only the first few days of the tournament were blighted by hooliganism rearing 

its ugly head on the streets of La Grande Nation, and instead people will prefer to recall 

France 2016 for the many scenes of pride, passion and camaraderie in the stadiums, the fan 

zones and the streets of the old towns, but also on the beaches of Nice and Marseilles. 

The 2-1 victory over  
the Republic of Ireland  
was unspectacular but in 
terms of a morale boost, 
it was probably Les Bleus’ 
most important win en 
route to the final.

They were images for the photo albums back home, souvenirs of a month when Europe 

basked in an incredible atmosphere. There were the Belgians and Swedes who went for a 

dip together after their group match on the Côte d’Azur, the Italians who sang along to 

“Come On You Boys In Green” in Lille, and a Polish girl who hugged a devastated Swiss fan 

after the drama of the penalty shoot-out in Saint-Étienne. 

At times, the knock-out stages were a roller-coaster of emotions, but fans still found  

themselves grappling with the age-old problem of what to do on rest days. “Shall I enter 

another prediction competition? Should I get back to the gardening? What on earth was I 

doing before the Euros started anyway?!” The thrills and spills of the group phase had 

10 July, the day of the final  
UEFA Head of Refereeing Pierluigi 
Collina swats away a pesky moth; 
left, an aerial shot of the fan zone at 
the Eiffel Tower.
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People in 24 countries followed every kick of 
the tournament, backing their boys all the way 
until they were knocked out – and then rushing 
down to a petrol station to pick up an Iceland 
flag to get behind the Strákarnir okkar.

One last “Hu”  
Iceland players salute their 
fans at their homecoming  
in Reykjavik. 

Did you see that?!  
Iceland’s Ari Freyr Skúlason celebrates  

with daughter Camilla (bottom left), 
volunteers lend a hand in Lyons  
(bottom right), and a fan poses  

with a Zinédine Zidane mural.
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Say cheese!  
Cristiano Ronaldo balances the Henri Delaunay 
Trophy on his head.

Fire us to the final!  
Dimitri Payet kisses the left foot of subsequent 
Golden Boot winner Antoine Griezmann (3 July, 
FRA 5-2 ISL in quarter-finals).

already set the bar high for the rest of the tournament, with people in 24 countries  

following every kick of the tournament, backing their boys all the way until they were 

knocked out – and then rushing down to the nearest petrol station to pick up an Iceland 

flag to get behind the Strákarnir okkar. For one whole month, the Old Continent was  

on a thrilling ride.

WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A WAY
And that brings us back to Lyons’ tram number 3, and a day when it was taking fans to  

yet another game in the city, the fifth to be exact – France v. Republic of Ireland in the 

round of 16. As the tram entered a particularly bendy stretch of track, a fan decked out in 

green was struggling to open his bottle of beer. He laughed it off, and when the bottle 

eventually popped open, his fellow passengers celebrated with him – French, Irish, Swiss 

and Spanish, not to mention the two Polish supporters who had been at the game in 

nearby Saint-Étienne the day before. Suddenly the tram was alive with bouncing and  

singing fans. 

After the game, there was still time to meet up with friends on the terrace of the kebab 

shop where the owner had proudly raised a Turkish flag months before. Turkey had  

been knocked out, but again there was absolutely no rush to take it down. It was time to 

celebrate football.

THE FINAL
The day of the final saw the streets of Paris resplendent in red, white and blue with Les Bleus fans 

eagerly looking forward to the denouement of EURO 2016, confident that their heroes were 

ready, motivated and capable of winning the Euros. But events in the Stade de France did not 

play out quite as they had expected, and in the end it was red and green that filled the air in 

Saint-Denis. After Portugal’s 1-0 victory in extra time, it was left to captain Cristiano Ronaldo to 

hoist the Henri Delaunay Trophy high into the night sky. The match itself had seen chances come 

and go for both sides, symbolic of a tournament that had been full of close-fought encounters, 

tight extra-time periods, and thrilling penalty shoot-outs. 

New European champions Portugal, for example, needed penalties to overcome Poland in the 

quarter-finals, as did world champions Germany against Italy. Die Mannschaft’s victory finally put 

an end to a curse that had seen Germany previously fail to beat the Azzurri at a World Cup or 

European Championship, but by the same token, they were then powerless to stop France achiev-

ing exactly the same feat against them in the semi-finals as they secured their first-ever major 

tournament win over the Germans. But consigning all of those curses to the past proved to be to 

no avail, for it was Portugal who emerged with the crown, the first major title in their long history, 

dashing the dreams of the “Griezmann Generation” in the process ... at least for the time being. 

There was a measure of consolation for Griezmann himself, however, as he was named the player 

of the tournament and also claimed the adidas Golden Boot for top goalscorer after finding the 

net six times. Proud Portugal captain Cristiano Ronaldo added the adidas Silver Boot to his 

growing collection of trophies after finishing with three goals and three assists, just ahead of 

France’s Olivier Giroud (three goals, two assists), who had to settle for the adidas Bronze Boot. 

2-1 to France ... in the individual trophy count, anyway. The tournament trophy, however, went to 

Portugal. Never before had a team that finished third in their group done so well. 

mpe
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Scoring for fun USA hotshots Lauren Holiday (left) and Carli Lloyd 
during the World Cup final against Japan.

TRAINING

IMPROVING 
FITNESS IS KEY 
TO THE FUTURE 

Developing the women’s game is paramount to  
FIFA’s core mission, hence the recent publication of 
the Physical Analysis of the Women’s World Cup 
Canada 2015™.

Twenty-four teams, 146 goals and a third title for the USA: the 

FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada 2015™ was a record-breaking 

tournament. In a spectacular final, The Stars and Stripes swept 

aside defending champions Japan 5-2, scoring four goals in the 

first 16 minutes, including a hat-trick by Carli Lloyd. 

The requirements of players in terms of pace, stamina and ball 

control have increased significantly since the first World Cup back 

in 1991. Along with technical and tactical skill, a team’s physical 

condition can be the difference between winning and losing, and 
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In the final, USA player Lauren Holiday ran the furthest, racking 

up an impressive 12.7km. Spurred on by a sizeable American 

contingent of fans at the BC Place stadium, she fired in the third 

goal after 14 minutes.

The analysis also revealed that the players covered 12% less 

distance in the first 15 minutes after half-time than during  

the first quarter of an hour of the match. This can be attributed  

to fatigue, poor preparation or not warming up sufficiently  

before the second half, or a combination of the three. 

STRIKERS SHOW THEIR STAMINA
Compared to the 2011 World Cup in Germany, attackers ran  

more and covered the highest distance with the ball than  

any other position on the pitch, with central midfielders running 

the most without the ball.

There are currently 30 million women playing football worldwide, 

a figure that FIFA would like to increase to 45 million by 2019.  

The aim of the physical analysis is to improve performance and 

reduce the risk of injury: the top players should be able to play to 

the best of their ability while meeting the physical demands of 

competing in the world’s biggest tournament, thus increasing the 

profile of women’s football in the process – as at Canada 2015. 

F04

there is little time to recover between matches at a World Cup. 

Fitness is therefore crucial if a team is to go all the way in the 

competition.

GREATER DEMANDS AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL
FIFA sets great store by the promotion of women’s football, which 

is why it has published a physical analysis of the World Cup for 

the second time, the first having been issued in 2011. The report 

focuses on the demands on female footballers at elite level and 

studies the teams, individual players and their positional play,  

and the final. It is intended to support coaches working on tactics 

and fitness with practical training sessions. 

“The analysis will contribute to the further development of the 

women’s game worldwide,” says Vanessa Martínez Lagunas,  

a FIFA instructor and head coach at the University of Manitoba 

(Canada). “It will inspire the creation of more specific physical  

training programmes for elite female players based on the actual 

demands of match-play, particularly positional role demands.”

As an example, among the four semi-finalists (USA, Japan,  

England and Germany), the Japanese team completed the fewest 

sprints but recorded the highest number of successful passes  

and also enjoyed the highest rate of ball possession, from which  

it can be deduced that running more at high speed is not  

necessarily the key to success. On the other hand, the USA  

posted better results in the final than the Nadeshiko in terms  

of physical performance variables – and, of course, emerged 

victorious.

10.9KM PER GAME
The average distance covered per outfield player was 10.9km.  

It was noticeable that the higher-placed teams tended to cover a 

greater distance in the upper speed brackets than those that 

exited the tournament at an earlier stage. Champions USA were 

one of an elite pack of teams whose players ran the furthest  

at speeds of more than 16km per hour. They were also one of  

five teams that covered the greatest distance while sprinting – at 

over 20km per hour. 

Champions USA were one of an elite pack  
of teams whose players ran the furthest at  
speeds of more than 16km per hour.

You can find the complete Physical Analysis of the FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada 2015™ 
online at http://tinyurl.com/gvgk27n
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF...

Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a FIFA employee  
in their daily work.

A FIFA DESIGN MANAGER
Marc Salvador arrives on his Vespa at the 

FIFA Marketing building in Sonnenberg, 

soaked through on this rainy Zurich 

morning. The 30-year-old designer from 

Barcelona has been following the FIFA 

World Cups™ and the Olympic Games 

since he was a little kid, drawing and 

painting the mascots and logos for all of 

these events.

The day ahead promises to be a special one 

as tomorrow sees the launch of Susa, the 

Official Mascot of the FIFA U-20 Women’s 

World Cup taking place in Papua New 

Guinea starting in November. Susa is 

Marc’s first mascot creation since he 

started working for FIFA just over a year 

ago. He wanted her to be an authentic 

hero to encourage girls and women all over 

the world to play football and other sports. 

This bird of paradise, an emblematic and 

unique animal in the region, is doing a 

bicycle kick to demonstrate her energy and 

skill. “I wanted her to pose in a surprising 

and dynamic way and bring the mascot 

illustration to another level in its perception 

and approach,” he says. 

Marc is in constant contact with the event 

manager and the LOC on the other side of 

the globe for the final approval of the 

video that is going to be released during 

the half-time interval of the OFC Nations 

Cup final between Papua New Guinea and 

New Zealand. 

Everything is neatly arranged on his desk.  

“I am obsessive about order,” he says.

As design manager in the Brand and 

Communications team, he and his collea-

gues create the emblems, mascots, brand 

manuals and advertising materials for all  

FIFA events. He is also involved in suppor t-

ing FIFA Corporate Communications with 

infographics and protecting the FIFA marks.

Being a design manager at FIFA means 

working with external creatives, helping to 

guide the inventive part of the event to a 

higher level, identifying a group of people 

and matching them up with a project that 

will harness their strengths and produce a 

memorable experience for fans, teams, 

volunteers, etc. The role requires him to 

communicate with creatives so that they 

have sufficient information to be successful 

and to provide relevant guidance and 

feedback so that the right decisions are 

made. “It is about letting an illustrator 

shine, and recognising that the success of 

the project has something to do with your 

ability to help the designer be successful,” 

he adds.

At lunchtime, Marc pops out for a quick 

run in the unexpected sunshine. On his 

return, he immediately sets to work on 

another event on his list, the upcoming 

FIFA Club World Cup in Japan. 

This is the very essence of life as a designer, 

and the good thing is that the fun, 

creativity and excitement never end.

F04

Marc Salvador FIFA’s mascot enthusiast.
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CELEBRATION

MARTA
You’d be forgiven for thinking that Marta 

would probably have got used to scoring 

goals by now, what with her having 

found the net 92 times in 95 games for 

Brazil, a record that includes no fewer 

than 15 strikes at the Women’s World 

Cup. But Marta has never been one for 

resting on her laurels, as you can see 

from her energetic celebrations after 

every goal. 

Take her reaction to scoring at the  

Olympic Games in 2008, for example, 

when she gave Brazil a 2-0 lead over 

North Korea in the group stage,  

screaming with joy, her head thrown 

back and every single muscle in her body 

tensed. It was symbolic of the sheer 

willpower that has been the driving force 

behind Marta’s career, the determination 

backed by natural talent that has carried 

her all the way to the very top. It all 

started so differently for her back home 

in Dois Riachos, however, as she received 

little to no encouragement to pursue her 

dreams, especially as women’s football 

was actually banned in Brazil until the 

early 1980s.

But there was just no stopping the young 

Marta. At the age of 14, she boarded  

a bus on her own and embarked on a 

three-day journey to Rio de Janeiro, some 

2,000km away. It proved to be the start 

of an illustrious career which saw her 

claim five consecutive FIFA Women’s 

World Player of the Year crowns between 

2006 and 2010. 

In the end, players just don’t take success 

and goals for granted. And that certainly 

holds true for Marta.

Annette Braun
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visa.com

We’re proving our innovative spirit with 
every dip, swipe, click, and tap.
Visa is fully committed to innovation, aiding in transforming the way we shop and pay through 

billions of connected devices, everywhere. Innovation starts with Visa. 



GRASSROOTS

FIFA inspires girls and boys to play football.
FIFA’s Grassroots Programme is the core foundation of our development mission, aimed at encouraging girls and
boys around the world to play and enjoy football without restrictions. Grassroots focuses on the enjoyment of the
game through small-sided team games, and teaching basic football technique, the value of exercise and fair play.

For more information, visit FIFA.com


