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1. INTRODUCTION 
TO GREEN 
BUILDING

1.1 DEFINITION 

Under the Forward Programme, all 211 FIFA member associations have the 
opportunity to undertake infrastructure projects to broaden access to football 
for girls, boys, women and men throughout their territories. 

Whether they are constructing natural or artificial turf pitches, stadiums or 
training centres, it is important that member associations applying for Forward 
investment support abide by green building principles.

A “GREEN” BUILDING IS A 
BUILDING THAT, IN ITS DESIGN, 
CONSTRUCTION OR OPERATION, 
REDUCES OR ELIMINATES 
NEGATIVE IMPACTS, AND CAN 
CREATE POSITIVE IMPACTS, ON 
OUR CLIMATE AND NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT. GREEN 
BUILDINGS PRESERVE PRECIOUS 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
IMPROVE OUR QUALITY OF LIFE.

 WORLD GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL

Green Building Guidelines
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1. INTRODUCTION 
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1.2 THE THREE PILLARS OF SUSTAINABILITY

Beyond environmental conservation, sustainability combines three interlinked
pillars: environment, economy and society.

Sustainable development calls for long-term structural change in our economic 
and social systems, with the aim of reducing our consumption of natural and 
man-made

resources to a permanently affordable level, while maintaining economic 
output and social cohesion.

The FIFA Green Building Guidelines are based on the three pillars of 
sustainability.

The society pillar (SOC) aims at prosperity and solidarity in society. As well as 
preserving and enhancing existing local assets (such as natural landscape, flora 
and fauna, or architectural culture), societies should aspire to create buildings 
that are optimally designed in terms of basic services and accessibility, and the
inclusion and well-being of all stakeholders.

The economy pillar (ECO) sets out the long-term economic viability of a 
construction project. A building is economically sustainable if it has scope to 
be developed, where necessary, in terms of functionality, while continuing to 
make a positive economic contribution over its entire life cycle. Other wider 
economic effects such as fair access to resources, external costs and external 
benefits should also be taken into account.

The environment pillar (ENV) establishes the goal of ecological responsibility.
Ecological sustainability is a way of life that uses natural resources only 
to the extent that they can be regenerated, and aims for closed cycles for 
nonrenewable raw materials. Sustainable building requires the economical use 
of natural resources by questioning demands, searching for resource-efficient
solutions and minimizing any negative influences on the location.

ECONOMYSOCIETY

ENVIRONMENT

LIVEABLE EQUITABLE

FEASIBLE

SUSTAINABLE

Green Building Guidelines
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1. INTRODUCTION 
TO GREEN 
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1.3 FEATURES 

Green buildings are characterised by a number of features that reflect an 
environmentally, socially and economically conscious nature.
• Use of renewable energy sources, such as solar energy
• Pollution- and waste-reduction measures
• Good indoor air quality
• Use of non-toxic materials
•  Minimal impact on the environment in construction, operation and 

deconstruction
•  Maximum safety and well-being of construction workers, staff and other 

building occupants
• Design that is adaptable to changing needs and environments

Green Building Guidelines
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1. INTRODUCTION 
TO GREEN 
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1.4 BENEFITS 

ENVIRONMENTAL
Reduction or elimination of negative impacts on the environment by:
• Using less water, energy or natural resources
• Lowering greenhouse gas emissions
• Promoting biodiversity

SOCIAL
• Well-being of people who work in green spaces
•  Good indoor air quality and lower concentrations of 

CO2 and pollutants can lead to improved performance 
of staff

ECONOMIC
• Lower running costs
• Lower risk of price volatility
• Higher property value for building developers
• Direct benefits for member associations

DIRECT BENEFITS FOR MEMBER 
ASSOCIATIONS
In addition to the host of environmental, social and 
economic benefits resulting from green building 
initiatives, member associations can also feel the positive 
effects of undertaking green infrastructure projects.

BRAND IMAGE
A sustainable way of doing things brings value and a 
sense of pride to the fans.
Member associations have a responsibility to be 
good corporate citizens. Each association also has a 
responsibility to act in a manner that respects people, 
communities and the planet.

COST SAVINGS
Sustainable measures ensure more efficiency, which 

ultimately leads to significant cost savings.

REVENUE STREAMS
By improving the association’s reputation and standing as 
a responsible social partner, new business opportunities 
can arise through sponsorships.

TALENT ACQUISITION
Professionals are more attracted to work with 
organisations that are guided by sustainable principles. 
Employees feel a greater connection when they have 
shared values with their organisation.

Green Building Guidelines
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1.5 COMMUNICATION 

How can the member associations communicate their efforts about sustainable 
building?
• The member association’s communication department plays a key role in 

communicating about what they are doing in terms of sustainability
• Target audience: all stakeholders (football clubs, football players, sponsors, 

etc.)
• Use of social media channels (Facebook, member association’s website, 

Twitter, etc.)
• The member association’s communication department has to proactively 

post all sustainable measures put in place by the association (sustainable 
infrastructure projects through the Forward Programme, other sustainable 
initiatives they might be involved in, etc.)

• Newsletters

Green Building Guidelines



1716

II.
PROJECT 
WORKFLOW



1918

2. PROJECT 
WORKFLOW

MEMBER ASSOCIATION
The entity commissioning an infrastructure 
project and seeking funding approval from 
FIFA through the Forward Programme.

FIFA REGIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

FIFA’s local support outlet for member 
associations in each global region, staffed 
by development experts who can provide 
assistance on all types of project, including 
construction and infrastructure.

FIFA INFRASTRUCTURE  
BUSINESS UNIT

FIFA’s central team of infrastructure project 
experts who advise on all aspects of 
construction, including green building.

SUSTAINABILITY EXPERT

A qualified specialist appointed by the 
member association to ensure that the 
infrastructure project meets the minimum 
sustainability standards.

2.1 INVOLVED PARTIES

There are four parties involved in the process:

FIFA Regional Development Offices

Green Building Guidelines
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2.2 CHOICE OF OPTIONS 

Member associations have two options to get approval for a green building 
project from FIFA.

• Standard option

The association’s sustainability expert determines whether it is possible to 
attain a recognised sustainability label and if there is a suitable variant that can 
be applied to the concrete project.

This applies only in countries where comprehensive sustainability standards 
are available. Such recognised labels include LEED, BREEAM, DGNB, CASBEE, 
GreenGlobe, GreenStar, GSAS as well as standards which are comparable to the 
aforementioned labels. 

The application of the standard has to be reasonable, especially regarding the 
relation between cost of certification and project cost.

Where a recognised label with a suitable variant is available and its application 
is reasonable, the association must follow the standard option.

• Review option

In all other cases, the association’s sustainability expert has to follow the review 
option.

Green Building Guidelines
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EXISTING LABEL AVAILABLE? 

IS IT APPLICABLE?

IS IT REASONABLE?

STANDARD OPTION REVIEW OPTION

Yes No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Green Building Guidelines
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2. PROJECT 
WORKFLOW

2.3 THE PROCESS 

Regardless of whether they pursue the standard or review option, associations 
must pass through three phases in order to obtain approval for infrastructure 
projects.

INITIAL DISCUSSION
When a member association is considering applying for an infrastructure 
project, the relevant FIFA Regional Office and FIFA’s Infrastructure Business Unit 
(FIBU) are available to help the association to understand its specific needs and 
to determine whether an applicable recognised sustainability label exists in the 
country.

Through discussions between the three parties, the FIBU will have a better 
understanding of the proposed infrastructure project.

APPOINTING A SUSTAINABILITY EXPERT
Once the member association, the FIFA Regional Office and the FIBU have 
concluded their initial discussion, the association will appoint a dedicated 
sustainability expert.

Profile of the sustainability expert (SE)
• Experience in one or more of the following subjects: Real estate and project 

management, building and construction management, building services 
engineering, civil engineering

• Additional knowledge in one or more of the following subjects: 
environmental sciences, biology, geography and/or energy consulting

• Good understanding of how the elements of a building interact as a system
• People skills to communicate with a variety of stakeholders every day
• Good background in understanding environmental issues
• Ability to keep up with regulations and the law

Responsibilities of the sustainability expert (SE)
• Decide which option to choose (Standard option or Review option) 
• Perform all services in strict compliance with the FIFA Green Building 

Guidelines
• Define the sustainability goals of the project; 

 Standard option: Attainable certification level and fulfilment of 
requirements, based on a project review 
 Review option: selection of the project specific, relevant criteria from the 
list of criteria, including all minimum requirements 

• Draft a mandatory sustainability report, which will be shared with the FIBU
• Ensure compliance with environmental legislation
• Be involved in all stages of the project from planning and building, through 

to remediation, restoration and finalisation of the project
• Supervise all phases of the project

Based on insights discussed in the consultation phase, the sustainability expert 
will set the sustainability goals of the project and include these in a report to 
the FIBU.

Green Building Guidelines
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2. PROJECT 
WORKFLOW

FINAL CONSULTATION
Within ten working days of receiving the report from the sustainability expert, 
the FIBU will contact the sustainability expert to resolve any unclear points 
and provide feedback and recommendations on the sustainability goals of the 
project.

TASKS DEADLINE

Initial discussion
The FIFA Regional Office and the 
FIBU help to clarify the needs of the 
member association and understand 
the project. Determined by the member 

association and the sustainability 
expertAppointing a sustainability expert

The member association appoints 
a sustainability expert, who sets 
sustainability goals and produces a 
report.

Final consultation
The FIBU provides feedback on the 
sustainability expert’s report and 
helps to establish the final goals of 
the project.

Within ten days of receiving the 
sustainability expert’s report

Once the project’s sustainability goals have been set, the member association 
can proceed with a tender process for the construction project based on the 
agreed scope and submit an application to FIFA.

As part of the project application, the member association must confirm that 
the mandatory requirements have been included in the scope of the work. The 
statement of approval will outline that the member association will comply 
with the sustainability requirements defined in the infrastructure project.

Green Building Guidelines
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3. SUSTAINABILITY 
MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS

The minimum requirements are a selection of the most relevant sustainability 
criteria which will have to be implemented by the Member Associations for 
all infrastructure projects.

They are based on the three sustainability pillars: society (SOC), economy 
(ECO) and environment (ENV)

SOC1: RESPECT FOR THE CONTEXT
• The project must be coordinated with high-level planning, regulations 

and standards
• Involvement of the relevant stakeholder groups

SOC2: FAIR TEAM-BUILDING AND COOPERATION
• The majority of the people in the planning team must have been selected 

using a competitive procedure in which sustainability knowledge has to be 
taken into consideration. For example: architecture competitions

• The member association and the persons in the planning team must take 
appropriate measures to prevent and combat corruption. Anti-corruption 
clauses must be included in all project-related contracts 

SOC3: HIGH LEVEL OF WELL-BEING
• Good indoor air quality – the interior rooms must have a systematic air 

exchange without causing an increased operating energy demand
• The materials used in the interior must not release any pollutants into the 

indoor air
•   Substances to be avoided include heavy metals, respirable fibres, 

formaldehyde, VOC (solvents), PAH, PCB and PCP
• Insulation – establish sufficient insulation of the building. For instance, 

install external solar protection shutters, blinds, shades, etc.
• Heat protection in summer – the room temperatures and room surface 

temperatures must be pleasant in both summer and winter without 
causing increased operating energy demand

• Daylight – 80% of all workplaces and regularly occupied spaces must be 
located in areas that have sufficient daylight and views

• Good acoustic comfort – protection of sensitive rooms from noise and 
vibrations while providing good room acoustics

Green Building Guidelines

SOC4: HUMAN AND LABOUR RIGHTS IN 
CONSTRUCTION
• The member association must take adequate due diligence measures to 

ensure compliance with national labour law by all companies involved 
in the project. Where required to ensure decent working conditions for 
workers, enhanced measures need to be taken in accordance with the IFC 
Performance Standard 2 on Labour and Working Conditions (see here)  

• The member association must ensure compliance with national legislation 
on land acquisition and, as relevant, confiscation. Where required to 
avoid adverse impacts on people in situations of particular vulnerability, 
the member association needs to take enhanced measures in accordance 
with the IFC Performance Standard 5 on Land Acquisition and Involuntary 
Resettlement (see here)  

SOC5: ACCESSIBILITY
• The member association shall make a public commitment to fulfilling 

accessibility principles and standards
• The project shall comply with applicable requirements, laws, regulations, 

building codes and standards which impact the accessibility of 
infrastructure, surrounding areas and services for disabled people and 
people with limited mobility

• Accessibility principles shall be embedded in the design and analysis of 
any physical infrastructure, overlay and services planned

• There shall be involvement of relevant stakeholder groups

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/sustainability-at-ifc/policies-standards/performance-standards/ps2
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/61320ff7-0e9a-4908-bef5-5c9671c8ddfd/GN5_English_2012.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mRQjWGZ
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3. SUSTAINABILITY 
MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS

SOC6: SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION
• In the design and delivery of planned services, the member association shall 

respect international and national labour law, in particular legal provisions 
that prohibit child labour, especially the worst forms of child labour, and 
take measures to protect and safeguard children from potential abuses 

• Safeguarding and child protection principles1 shall be embedded in both 
the design and analysis of any physical infrastructure and services planned 
to ensure the building takes into account the care and welfare needs 
of children and young people, especially if the new infrastructure is for 
residential purposes (e.g. a new youth academy) 

• If the new infrastructure is for residential purposes that will accommodate 
children and young people, the member association is required to 
implement safeguarding measures and appoint a suitably qualified 
safeguarding manager to oversee the welfare arrangements of minors in 
the facility

1 Safeguarding principles can be found in the FIFA Guardians Child Safeguarding Toolkit for MAs

https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.fifa.com/what-we-do/fifa-guardians/#web-07
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ECO1: LOW LIFECYCLE COSTS AND SECURE FUNDING
• Components with different lifecycles must be installed in such a way that 

they can be replaced without destroying other parts, e.g. mechanical 
fastening of building service cables (not set in concrete); loose laying of 
floor coverings (not glued down), etc.

• Building and operation maintenance strategy – the financial means 
for an orderly operation and maintenance of the building or plant must be 
secured in the long term

• Evaluate the costs of the different technical solutions with the annual 
exploitation costs, e.g. diesel generator vs solar panels

• Project cost strategy – similar projects and must be in a reasonable range 
to the similar projects

ECO2: USE OF LOCAL RESOURCES
• Locally produced materials must be used for at least 10% of the 

construction costs (bricks, sand, rocks, wood, etc.)

ECO3: HIGH-QUALITY LOCATION
• The property must be well developed (public transport, bicycle and 

footpaths, motorised individual traffic, media, sewage)
• The natural hazards on the property must be clarified in detail and the 

economically, technically or operationally viable measures implemented  
in the project

3. SUSTAINABILITY 
MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS

Green Building Guidelines
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3. SUSTAINABILITY 
MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS

ENV1: HIGH ADAPTABILITY AND DURABILITY
• Future building conversions – the supporting structure, the room 

heights, the façade design and the installation zones must be selected 
in such a way that future conversions are possible and feasible without 
interfering with the building core and shell

ENV2: ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 
CONSTRUCTION
• The construction method and the supporting structure use resources 

efficiently, e.g. lightweight components, little processed materials (clay, 
wood, gravel)

• Renewable and/or recycled materials must be used for at least 10% of the 
construction costs

ENV3: ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY OPERATION
• More than 50% of the total energy demand must be covered with 

locally available renewable energy sources (i.e. hydropower, wind power, 
photovoltaics, geothermal energy, etc.) 

• Measures must be taken which lead to a lower heating and cooling 
demand:
1. Good insulation without thermal bridges
2. High thermal capacity of internal components
3. Compact building volumes

• Measures must be taken which lead to a lower electricity demand:
1. Use of devices with efficiency class A+++
2. LED lighting
3. Demand-based control of ventilation or lighting

• Measures must be taken which lead to a lower water demand:
1. Use of rainwater irrigation
2. Use of water-saving fittings

ENV5: ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
• Large areas of natural greenery must be created on the property. Paved 

areas must have water-permeable coverings
• Trees or vegetation cast shadows on the building and are a good solution 

for reducing overheating in the building without using energy

Green Building Guidelines
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

The following list of criteria serves to support the sustainability expert in the 
definition	of	sustainability	goals	and	project	assessment.	It	is	structured	into	
an introductory part and a table with questions and possible measures.

The abbreviations in the “Climate Zone” column stand for hot, warm and cold.
Those climate zones in which the criterion is relevant are listed.

SOC1: RESPECT FOR THE CONTEXT

Goal
The project should be optimally adapted to the existing plans, regulations, 
existing offers and the needs of relevant stakeholder groups.

Importance
The acceptance of a building and thus its long-term use and preservation 
depends strongly on a good integration into its social context. 

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect

Minimum requirements
•  The project must be coordinated with high-level planning, regulations and 

standards 
-   For example: laws, local norms, local planning, traffic planning, energy 

planning, guidelines or mission statements of the own organisation, etc.

Green Building Guidelines

Criteria
Minimum
Requirements

Subcriteria /
Questions

Implementation in the 
Project (Example)

SOC

1. Respect for the context • • • • • • • • • • •

2.  Fair team-building and 
cooperation • • • • • • • •

3. High level of well-being • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4. Human and labour rights  
 in construction • • • • • • • •

5. Accessibility • • • • • •

6.  Safeguarding and child 
protection • • • • • •

ECO

1.  Low lifecycle costs and 
secure funding • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

2. Use of local resources • • • • • • •

3. High-quality location • • • • • • • •

4. Innovation

ENV

1.  High adaptability  
and durability • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

2.  Environmentally  
friendly construction • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

3.  Environmentally  
friendly operation • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4.  Environmentally  
friendly mobility • • • • •

5.  Ecological  
environmental design • • • • • • • • • •

Graphical representation of the number of minimum requirements and sub-criteria/questions. The sustainability expert must adopt all minimum 
requirements and those sub-criteria that make sense in the context of the project
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC1.4

Was the design of the 
project adapted to the 
existing qualities of the 
context?

•   Analysis of the climatic, architectural, spatial, landscape 
and historical aspects of the context

•   Elaboration of the resulting measures and design 
principles (i.e. protection of existing buildings and plants, 
maintenance of the terrain, keeping historic sites free)

•   Implementation of the results in the planning or design of 
the project

HWC

SOC1.5

Were the relevant 
stakeholder groups 
involved in the 
project planning and 
implementation?

•   Analysis of the population groups in the surrounding 
area in terms of age, ethnicity, religion and social status; 
selection of the relevant groups

•  Affected stakeholders informed by means of easy-access 
communication media

•   Periodic involvement of representatives of the affected 
stakeholders in the planning process, examination and 
implementation (if possible) of their concerns

•   Survey of representatives of the affected stakeholders 
about their satisfaction with the process and preparation 
of an evaluation at the end of the process

HWC

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC1.1
Was the building project 
coordinated with overall 
objectives and planning?

•  Consideration of development programmes
•  Analysis of spatial and transport planning
•  Analysis of infrastructure planning
•  Presentation of the effects on the project
•  Consideration of higher-level planning in the project

HWC

SOC1.2
Was the building project 
coordinated with 
regulations and standards?

•   Consultation of the available bases at all levels  
(e.g. municipality/county/state/association)

•  Analysis of the basics regarding materiality
•   Consideration of the applicable laws and standards in the 

project
•   Timely exchange of information with the appropriate 

authorities

HWC

SOC1.3

Was the building project 
coordinated with existing 
offers in the surrounding 
area?

•  Analysis of the existing offers for leisure time, catering, 
recreation, services, culture, social facilities, etc. in the 
surrounding area

•   Determination of possible meaningful additions to offers 
for the neighbourhood and coordination of the project 
with the results of the analysis

•   Definition of the offers in public and semi-public areas 
planned in the project

•   Clarification of possible conflicts of use (noise, privacy, 
pollution, security, etc.) and presentation of measures to 
avoid or reduce them

•   Preparation of usage concepts for the public and/or  
semi-public areas of the project

HWC

Green Building Guidelines
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SOC2: FAIR TEAM-BUILDING AND COOPERATION

Goal
The project should be developed by a team that has been put together fairly 
and that cultivates an open exchange in order to arrive at a truly sustainable 
solution.

Importance
The planning process is where the greatest levers for a sustainable project lie. 
A planning process that includes experienced specialists from various disciplines 
on an equal footing takes into account the qualities of the environment and 
excludes corruption.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
•  The majority of the people in the planning team must have been selected 

using a competitive procedure in which sustainability knowledge has to be 
taken into consideration 
- For example: architecture competitions

•  The member association and the persons in the planning team must take 
appropriate measures to prevent and combat corruption. Anti-corruption 
clauses must be included in all project-related contracts. 
- See the table on the next page for a comprehensive list of appropriate 

measures

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC2.1
Was a competitive 
procedure used to select 
the main planners?

•   Smaller projects: execution of a study assignment with 
approx. 3 participants and assessment by a committee of 
proven experts from various disciplines

•   Larger projects: implementation of an open competition 
procedure and assessment by a committee with proven 
experts from various disciplines

HWC

SOC2.2

Larger projects: 
was an open competition 
procedure with an 
assessment by a committee 
of proven experts from 
various disciplines 
implemented?

•   Inclusion of all relevant specialists and representatives of the 
future users in the planning team from the pre-project phase 
(architect, civil engineer, building services planner, landscape 
architect)

•   The entire planning team accompanies the entire project 
and construction phase

•  Regular meetings take place in the entire planning team

HWC

SOC2.3
Which measures against 
corruption were taken?

•  Apply a zero-tolerance policy regarding corruption
•   Ensure that competent authorities and mechanisms are in 

place to prevent and respond to corruption cases in time
•   Apply the principles of democracy, transparency and 

inclusiveness in decision-making (i.e. commissioning)
•   Inform and educate the involved persons about anti-

corruption measures
•   Encourage the involved persons to comply with and actively 

promote anti-corruption measures
•   Achieve a balanced representation in the diversity of the 

project team members 
•  Include gender equality in decision-making processes
•  Establish external evaluations and audit policies
•   Prevent conflicts of interest within the project organisation or 

roles (i.e. the same person is responsible for anti-corruption 
and commissioning)

•  Protect whistle-blowers effectively 
•   Include anti-corruption clauses in all project-related contracts

HWC

Green Building Guidelines
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SOC3: HIGH LEVEL OF WELL-BEING

Goal
The project should be established in an optimal planning process in order to 
obtain a good result.

Importance
The planning process is where the greatest levers for a sustainable project lie. 
A planning process that includes experienced specialists from various disciplines 
on an equal footing takes into account the qualities of the environment and 
excludes corruption, and a good basis for a sustainable project is created.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
•  The interior rooms must have a systematic air exchange without causing an 

increased operating energy demand
•  The air exchange rate shall be determined taking into account the use and 

a realistic occupancy rate. Whether this is done naturally or mechanically is 
optional

•  The materials used in the interior must not release any pollutants into the 
indoor air

•  Substances to be avoided include heavy metals, respirable fibres, 
formaldehyde, VOC (solvents), PAH, PCB and PCP

•  Natural formaldehyde from unglued wood is excluded
•  The room temperatures and room surface temperatures must be pleasant 

in both summer and winter without causing increased operating energy 
demand

•  This requires sufficient insulation of the building envelope and a heat or 
cold distribution with system temperatures close to room temperature

•  80% of all workplaces and regularly occupied spaces must be located in 
areas which, measured from the façade, correspond to a depth of two times 
the average lintel height of the windows in the room. Additionally, the 
glazed area of the windows must be at least 15% of the floor area 
- Pure traffic areas are excluded from this requirement
- The area of skylights counts double
- Regularly occupied spaces are defined according to LEED NCv4

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC3.1

Does the ventilation 
concept permit good 
indoor air quality in all 
main rooms?

• Adjustment of the air exchange (natural or mechanical) 
to the use of the main room types

• Planning of the necessary equipment (ventilation 
systems, air vents, etc.)

• Provision of the necessary operating instructions, 
manuals, etc.

HWC

SOC3.2

Were the existing 
contaminated sites on the 
property analysed and – 
if possible – reduced or 
eliminated?

• Analysis of existing contaminated sites (property and 
building history, soil and material samples)

• Concept for the correct disposal of contaminants from 
sites

• Implementation of the concept in the project

HWC

SOC3.3

Were the existing or 
expected immissions on 
the property analysed 
and the project adjusted 
accordingly?

• Analysis of existing immissions (sulphur dioxide, ozone, 
nitrogen oxides, particulate matter, radon, odours, etc.)

• Concept for the reduction of existing immissions in the 
building (arrangement of windows and outdoor air 
diffusers, filters, seals, etc.)

• Implementation of the concept in the project

HWC

SOC3.4

Are building materials and 
processes used that do not 
have a negative impact on 
indoor air quality?

• Avoidance of formaldehyde-emitting materials (glued 
wood products, mineral fibre insulation, acoustic 
plasters, etc.)

• Avoidance of products which contain solvents (paints, 
coatings, adhesives, grout, jointless floor coverings, 
cleaning agents, etc.)

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC3.5
Has a high level of thermal 
indoor comfort been taken 
into account?

• Analysis of the local climatic conditions
•  Determination of the room air temperatures and room 

air humidities to be maintained, taking into account 
the standards and the expected expenditure (building 
services engineering)

•  Avoidance of large temperature differences between 
different room surfaces (e.g. due to heating or cooling 
surfaces, uninsulated surfaces, etc.)

HWC

SOC3.6

Has a concept for heat 
protection in summer 
been developed and 
implemented?

•  Suitable materialisation of the building envelope 
(insulation, glazing)

•  Balanced proportion of glass in the façade (approx. 30 to 
50%)

•  Exterior, adjustable shading devices on all windows and 
skylights

•  High, thermally activatable heat capacity of the inner 
surfaces (especially soffits)

•  Façade and roof greening
•  Night cooling by means of intensive ventilation of the 

building
•  Planning of the necessary technical solutions for cooling 

(ground register, heat exchanger, cooling surfaces, etc.)

HW

SOC3.7

Has a concept for winter 
thermal insulation 
been developed and 
implemented?

• Sufficient insulation thicknesses
•  The insulation perimeter has to be laid in such a way 

that it can be led around the building envelope without 
interruption (no thermal bridges)

•  Planning of the necessary technical solutions for heating 
(ground register, heat exchanger, heating surfaces, etc.)

C

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC3.8
Has good visual comfort 
(daylight and views) been 
considered?

•  Sufficiently large windows
• Glazing with high daylight transmission
• Low room depths
•  Arrangement of workplaces or common areas only in 

areas with sufficient natural lighting
•  Arrangement of glare protection measures in zones for 

concentrated work
• Windows with minimal lintel, skylights
• Avoidance of projections or side screens on windows
• Creation of attractive views from all workplaces

HWC

SOC3.9
Has good acoustic comfort 
been taken into account?

•  Analysis of external (vehicles, airplanes, industry, events, 
etc.) and internal sources of noise and vibration

•  Determination of the objectives to be met based on 
the use of the rooms and their sensitivity to noise and 
vibration as well as speech intelligibility (room acoustics)

•  Consideration of the relevant noise sources in the 
building concept (noise-remote arrangement of the main 
usable rooms, shielding by noise-resistant building parts 
or noise barriers, etc.)

•  Consideration of airborne noise protection in the design 
of the building envelope (window size, structure)

•  Consideration of airborne and impact sound insulation in 
the construction of the partitioning components inside 
the building (intermediate ceilings, partition walls)

•  Arrangement of sufficiently large absorption surfaces for 
good room acoustics

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC3.10
Has the safety and health 
of workers been taken 
into account?

•  No child labour is tolerated (the minimum age for 
workers is 15 years)

•  Appropriate working gear for building workers (work 
clothes, gloves, shoes, helmet, goggles, hearing 
protection, dust masks, etc.)

•  Safeguards against falls during the construction 
phase (railings at fall edges, closing of floor openings, 
scaffolding for work on façades from 3m height)

•  Breakthrough-proof top lights
•  Protection against harmful substances (asbestos, solvents, 

etc.)
•  Trenches and excavation pits with a depth of more than 

1.5m have to be secured
•  First aid kits available
•  Safe attachment of loads to means of transport (cranes, 

excavators, trucks, etc.) and operation of equipment only 
by trained personnel

•  Planning of the necessary safety equipment for 
maintenance and cleaning in building operation

HWC
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SOC4: HUMAN AND LABOUR RIGHTS IN 
CONSTRUCTION

Goal
The project should be carried out in a way that the rights of workers and local 
communities are respected. 

Importance
It is FIFA’s responsibility and statutory commitment to take adequate steps 
to ensure respect for human rights across its activities and relationships. The 
construction of infrastructure is a potential source of harm to workers and local 
communities in all countries around the world and adequate measures need to 
be taken to address such risks.  

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, construction companies, worker and community 
representatives

Minimum requirements
• The member association must take adequate due diligence measures to 

ensure compliance with national labour law by all companies involved 
in the project. Where required to ensure decent working conditions for 
workers, enhanced measures need to be taken in accordance with the IFC 
Performance Standard 2 on Labour and Working Conditions (see here)  

• The member association must ensure compliance with national legislation 
on land acquisition and, as relevant, confiscation. Where required to 
avoid adverse impacts on people in situations of particular vulnerability, 
the member association needs to take enhanced measures in accordance 
with the IFC Performance Standard 5 on Land Acquisition and Involuntary 
Resettlement (see here)  

4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC4.1

What are the relevant 
national labour rights 
legislations and what 
measures are taken by the 
member association and 
construction companies 
to comply with these 
laws?

• Develop an understanding of the level of protection 
guaranteed by national labour rights legislation and law 
enforcement

• Integrate requirements to comply with national labour 
rights legislation in tender processes and company 
contracts, including with respect to sub-contractors

• Establish mechanisms through which concerns by workers 
can be raised with the member association

• Enforce compliance with contracts through relationship 
with developers and other contractors and refer possible 
incompliances with national law to authorities for  
follow-up

HWC

SOC4.2

Does national labour 
legislation provide 
sufficient protection or 
are enhanced measures 
required to avoid severe 
harm to workers?

• Assess robustness of worker protection by national 
legislation, referring amongst other sources to the most 
current edition of the ITUC Global Rights Index (see here 
for 2020)

• Where significant risks are identified (in particular in 
countries rated by ITUC in categories 3, 4 or 5), and in 
addition to measures under SOC4.1, 
 - Request companies to develop a plan of action 

following guidance from the IFC Performance 
Standard 2 on Labour and Working Conditions  
(see here) 

 - conduct regular labour rights monitoring on site on 
implementation of plan of action, as appropriate in 
collaboration with an external expert entity

HWC

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/topics_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/sustainability-at-ifc/policies-standards/performance-standards/ps2
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/61320ff7-0e9a-4908-bef5-5c9671c8ddfd/GN5_English_2012.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mRQjWGZ
https://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_globalrightsindex_2020_en.pdf
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/88f1f09e-5fe4-4fad-9286-33ecb221ab23/PS2_English_2012.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=jiVQIns
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC4.3

Does the project 
adversely impact on 
people in situations of 
vulnerability inhabiting 
or otherwise using the 
land used for the project, 
and what are adequate 
measures to be taken to 
mitigate such adverse 
impacts?

• Develop an understanding of the potential harm to 
people inhabiting or otherwise using the land used for the 
project, including through meaningful consultations with 
affected people and/or their legitimate representatives

• Ensure respect for national legislation on the matter
• Where severe impacts are identified, develop and 

implement a plan of action to mitigate such impacts, 
following guidance from the IFC Performance Standard 5 
on Land Acquisition and Involuntary Resettlement 
(see here)

HWC

https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/61320ff7-0e9a-4908-bef5-5c9671c8ddfd/GN5_English_2012.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mRQjWGZ
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC5.1

Is there an understanding 
and awareness of 
accessibility principles 
amongst all relevant 
stakeholders involved 
in project planning and 
delivery?

• Inform and educate the involved persons about accessibility 
principles for disabled people and people with limited mobility

• Contract an expert consultant to deliver relevant training or 
workshops

• Establish and conduct equality impact assessments to determine 
whether certain policies or procedures could negatively impact 
disabled people or people with limited mobility. Amend such 
policies or procedures if needed

• Acknowledge that some people have disabilities that are not 
‘visible’ to others and some may have complex or multiple access 
requirements that cross the boundaries of disability categories. 
For example, a wheelchair user may also be blind or deaf. 
Consider how this will impact their experience

• Develop a public commitment to fulfilling accessibility standards 
and principles to support accountability

HWC

SOC5.2

Have accessibility 
principles for the building 
project been taken into 
account for disabled 
people, people with 
limited mobility and 
beneficiaries of good 
access?

• Consider applicable laws, building codes and standards which 
impact accessibility of infrastructure

• Consider all respective constituent group(s) who may use the 
stadium and surrounding areas (e.g. workforce, coaches, players, 
supporters, etc) when embedding accessibility requirements 
and recommendations into infrastructure design and delivery, 
overlay and services

• Concentrate upon design issues, physical features, and standards 
with key sources of references which include: Transport and 
access to the stadium, information and signage, parking, ticket 
outlets and designated entrances, movement and circulation in 
and around the stadium, vertical and horizontal circulation, lifts, 
ramps and staircases

• Develop essential information on design and management 
issues related to safety that include horizontal and vertical 
means of escape, fire and emergency warning systems and staff 
training

HWC

SOC5: ACCESSIBILITY

Goal
The project should ensure that all aspects of the sporting infrastructure and 
surrounding areas are inclusive and accessible to all, including disabled people 
and people with limited mobility.

Importance
One billion people, or 15% of the world’s population, experience some form of 
disability, according to the World Health Organization.

FIFA is committed to providing an inclusive and barrier free environment for 
all. Any aspects of infrastructure design and delivery, overlay and services must 
comply with relevant accessibility requirements, international standards and 
national legislation. This is to ensure these aspects are accessible for disabled 
people and people with limited mobility, and can be enjoyed and shared with 
as many people as possible.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, and community representatives, etc

Minimum requirements
• The member association shall make a public commitment to fulfilling 

accessibility principles and standards
• The project shall comply with applicable requirements, laws, regulations, 

building codes and standards which impact the accessibility of 
infrastructure, surrounding areas and services for disabled people and 
people with limited mobility 

• Accessibility principles shall be embedded in the design and analysis of any 
physical infrastructure, overlay and services planned

• There shall be involvement of relevant stakeholder groups

4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC5.3

How has compliance of 
accessibility principles 
for the building project 
been monitored for 
disabled people, people 
with limited mobility and 
beneficiaries of good 
access?

• Conduct infrastructure site inspections and audits to 
analyse compliance in line with laws and standards 
 - It is recommended that when necessary and possible 

that disabled people directly participate in consultations 
or audits to test the facilities. A number of differently 
disabled people are recommended. This could be done 
via a site visit or at test events

• Develop a checklist of items to be inspected to ensure a 
consistent approach between audits

• Consider feasibility and prioritisation of changes needed 
(ensure basics such as accessible pathways, seating, toilets)

• Conduct an analysis of potential areas of risk and 
propose measures to mitigate these risks regarding 
the implementation of the accessibility standards and 
principles 

HWC
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SOC6: SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION

Goal
The project should be carried out in a way that respects and promotes the 
rights of children, including child workers. This includes ensuring the welfare 
and safety of those who may be involved in the construction phase, as well as 
future users of the planned services such as young football players (boys and 
girls). 

Importance
It is FIFA’s responsibility and statutory commitment to take adequate steps 
to ensure respect for human rights across its activities and relationships, this 
includes the specific rights children have under the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. The construction of infrastructure is a potential source of 
harm to child workers who may be engaged in labor that is harmful to their 
physical and mental development. In addition, research shows that children 
around the world are unprotected in their sporting activities and that there is a 
lack of care arrangements for when they are living away from home to pursue 
their sport. Infrastructure that is built with children and young people’s needs 
in mind can help ensure their safety and welfare, especially if the planned 
infrastructure is for residential purposes (e.g. a new youth academy). Research 
in sport has shown that child athletes are especially at-risk of sexual violations 
in situations when adults have one-to-one access to them in private spaces. 
This means that building planning should ensure separate sleeping facilities 
for men and boys, women and girls; and separate locker or changing rooms 
and showering facilities for men and boys, women and girls. This is to ensure 
that adult staff and visitors use separate facilities from those used by children. 
Children’s privacy and safety are major considerations when planning the 
location and design of infrastructure. In addition, recreational spaces need to 
be considered for children and young people, especially if the infrastructure is 
for residential purposes. This principals in this manual from UNICEF may help in 
developing child-friendly building designs for football infrastructure. 

4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, construction companies, worker and community 
representatives who work on child safety, child safeguarding and child 
protection issues. In addition, to promote children and young people’s active 
participation and input into the design of facilities that they will be using, 
consultation with them as future users (or their representatives) is encouraged 
to ensure the building is “child-friendly”.

Minimum requirements
• In the design and delivery of planned services, the member association shall 

respect international and national labour law, in particular legal provisions 
that prohibit child labour, especially the worst forms of child labour, and 
take measures to protect and safeguard children from potential abuses 

• Safeguarding and child protection principles2 shall be embedded in both 
the design and analysis of any physical infrastructure and services planned 
to ensure the building takes into account the care and welfare needs 
of children and young people, especially if the new infrastructure is for 
residential purposes (e.g. a new youth academy) 

• If the new infrastructure is for residential purposes for children and young 
people, the member association is required to implement safeguarding 
measures in line with the FIFA Guardians programme and appoint a 
qualified safeguarding manager to oversee the welfare arrangements of 
children in the facility

2 Safeguarding principles can be found in the FIFA Guardians Child Safeguarding Toolkit for MAs

https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.unicef.org/spanish/education/files/CFSManual_Ch03_052009.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.fifa.com/what-we-do/fifa-guardians/#web-07
https://www.fifa.com/what-we-do/fifa-guardians/#web-07
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

SOC6.1

What are the relevant 
national child rights laws 
(such as child labor laws 
and child welfare/child 
protection laws) and what 
measures are taken by the 
member association and 
construction companies 
to comply with these 
laws?

• Develop an understanding of the child labor and child 
protection requirements that are set out in the laws of 
your country 

• Integrate requirements to comply with national child 
rights legislation in tender processes and company 
contracts, including with respect to sub-contractors

• Enforce compliance with contracts through relationship 
with developers and other contractors and refer possible 
incompliances with national law to authorities for  
follow-up

HWC

SOC6.2

Is the project for 
residential purposes 
where children and young 
people will be residing?

• Insure broad consultation with involved parties, especially 
government and community representatives who work 
on child and youth safety, child safeguarding and child 
protection issues locally 

• In order to promote children and young people’s active 
participation and input into the design of facilities, 
consider safe consultation with a representative group 
of children and young people and/or their legitimate 
representatives to ensure the building is “child-friendly”

HWC

SOC6.3

Does the project 
adversely impact on 
children in situations of 
vulnerability, who may 
be living away from their 
home/family, and what 
are adequate measures 
are to be taken to 
mitigate such adverse 
impacts?

• The member association is required to implement 
safeguarding measures in line with the FIFA Guardians 
programme

• The member association must appoint a qualified 
safeguarding manager to oversee the welfare 
arrangements of children living in the facility

• Conduct regular risks assessment using the FIFA Guardians 
toolkit as a guide

HWC

https://www.fifa.com/what-we-do/fifa-guardians/#web-07
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ECO1: LOW LIFECYCLE COSTS AND SECURE FUNDING

Goal
The project should – compared with similar buildings – generate low total costs 
over its entire lifecycle.

Importance
The funds for construction projects are always limited. Therefore it makes 
sense to use the available budget as efficiently as possible. This requires an 
economically comprehensive cost view, in which not only the construction costs 
but also all other costs (e.g. for operation, maintenance, deconstruction) are 
considered. Only in this way is it possible to make a fair comparison with similar 
projects in addition to cost optimisation.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
•  Components with different lifecycles must be installed in such a way that 

they can be replaced without destroying other parts
-  e.g. mechanical fastening of building service cables (not set in concrete); 

loose laying of floor coverings (not glued down), etc.
•  The financial means for an orderly operation and maintenance of the 

building or plant must be secured in the long term
-  The necessary funds must be realistically forecast and available in the long 

term
•  Evaluate the costs of the different technical solutions with the annual 

exploitation costs, e.g. diesel generator + cost maintenance + annual cost of 
oil for ten years vs solar panels +battery + cost of maintenance

•  The project costs must be compared with comparable projects and must be 
in a similar range to the comparable projects 
-  Possible deviations amount to a maximum of 15% and can be conclusively 

justified
•  Different building services engineering variants must be examined and one 

with an advantageous lifecycle cost must be selected 
-  Possible deviations amount to a maximum of 15% and can be conclusively 

justified

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ECO1.1

Can components with 
different lifetimes be 
separated again without 
destruction?

• Do not embed pipes in concrete
• Do not glue components, but secure them mechanically
•  Install components in such a way that they can be 

removed without dismantling adjacent components

HWC

ECO1.2

Has the service life of the 
components been matched 
to the service life of the 
building?

•  Use durable materials and components in buildings that 
are expected to have a long service life

•  Use short-lived materials and components if the building is 
only used for a short time (e.g. temporary)

HWC

ECO1.3
Are there considerations 
about a future 
maintenance strategy?

•  Define a maintenance strategy and secure the required 
funds

HWC

ECO1.4

Were different project 
variants examined in  
order to arrive at an  
area-efficient project?

•  Review different projects with a study contract and choose 
one of the area-efficient projects

•  The area efficiency can be measured by the ratio of usable 
floor area to gross floor area

HWC

ECO1.5

Were different project 
variants examined in order 
to arrive at a project with a 
small building envelope?

•  Use a study contract to examine different projects and 
select one of the compact projects

•  The aspect of daylight must also be considered, as there 
are conflicting goals

C

ECO1.6
Were the project costs 
compared with similar 
projects using benchmarks?

• Measure project costs against other, comparable projects
•  Make sure that the methods used lead to comparable 

results
HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ECO1.7
Were different variants 
for building services 
engineering examined?

•  Have studies prepared for different building services 
engineering concepts and choose the variant with the 
lowest lifecycle costs

•  Study the influence of fire protection and choose a 
solution with the least amount of technical fire protection 
components

C

ECO1.8
Are the surfaces of the 
materials to be cleaned 
easy to clean?

•  Ask for references from buildings of similar usage
•   Visit similar buildings and ask about the experience of the 

cleaning staff
•   Create test areas and carry out tests prior to material 

selection

HWC

ECO1.9

Has the use of technical 
equipment (motor drives, 
controls, etc.) been 
minimised?

•   Reduce the number of motor drives and control units to 
the absolute minimum

HWC

ECO1.10
Has the use of transport 
equipment (lifts, escalators, 
etc.) been minimised?

•   Reduce the number of lifts to the absolute minimum, do 
not use escalators

•  Attractive location and inviting design of the stairs
HWC

ECO1.11

Has the environmental 
design been optimised 
with regard to low 
maintenance requirements 
and high biodiversity?

•  Natural meadows instead of lawns
•  Natural hedges instead of borders and walls

HWC

ECO1.12
Has the number of building 
entrances been minimised?

•   Reduce the number of building entrances to the absolute 
minimum

•   Design outputs in such a way that they cannot be used as 
inputs

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ECO2: USE OF LOCAL RESOURCES

Goal
Reduction of environmental pollution caused by transport, promotion of the 
local economy and preservation of local crafts.

Importance
Locally available materials such as wood, clay, straw or natural stones usually 
cause only a very small environmental impact for processing and transport. 
Knowledge about their processing is usually also available locally. The 
commissioning of local companies makes it possible to support the local 
economy and thus the local population.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, structural engineer, building physicist

Minimum requirements
•  Locally produced materials must be used for at least 10% of the 

construction costs
- Local means within a radius of 250km 
-  The share is based on the cost of the building, without equipment, 

surroundings or planning costs

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ECO2.1

Were locally occurring 
materials and building 
materials used to a 
sufficient extent in the 
project?

•  Analysis of locally occurring and available materials and 
building materials (e.g. wood, natural stone, clay)

•  Use of locally occurring and available materials and 
building materials in the project

HWC

ECO2.2

Were locally available 
handicraft techniques used 
to a sufficient extent in the 
project?

•  Analysis of local handicraft techniques (e.g. dry masonry, 
room construction, carpentry)

• Use of local craft techniques in the project
HWC

ECO2.3

Were local companies 
commissioned to a 
sufficient extent for the 
project?

•  Analysis of local companies capable of carrying out the 
infrastructure project

•  Use of local companies when possible
HWC

Green Building Guidelines



7170

4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ECO3: HIGH-QUALITY LOCATION

Goal
Use of well-developed, geologically well-suited and safe building sites.

Importance
A well-suited building site creates good conditions for a sustainable building 
because it minimises the environmental impact of mobility, the expenses for 
the foundation or the risks of natural hazards.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, structural engineer

Minimum requirements
•  The property must be well developed (public transport, bicycle and 

footpaths, motorised individual traffic, media, sewage)
-  For the evaluation of the development, quality suitable procedures are to 

be used
•  The natural hazards on the property must be clarified in detail and the 

economically, technically or operationally viable measures implemented in 
the project
-  For example: earthquakes, landslides, floods, tsunamis, forest fires, 

avalanches, hurricanes, storms, volcanic eruptions, etc.

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ECO3.1

Was a project site chosen 
which is well connected to 
water, sewage, electricity, 
communication and other 
media?

•   Analysis of the existing or future media in the immediate 
vicinity of the project site and their capacity

•   Calculation of the required capacities and adjustment to the 
existing capacities

•   Determination of the additionally required media or the 
additionally required capacities

HWC

ECO3.2
Was a project site chosen 
which has a favourable 
geology?

• Analysis of the geology on the property
•  Choice of a building location in consideration of the geology
•  Adjustment of the building loads to the load-bearing 

capacity of the subsoil (e.g. reduction of the dead loads of 
the supporting structure)

HWC

ECO3.3

Were the natural hazards 
at the site taken into 
account and appropriate 
protection concepts 
developed?

•  Analysis of natural hazards on the property and in the 
immediate vicinity (earthquakes, landslides, floods/floods, 
tsunamis, forest fires, avalanches, hurricanes, storms, volcanic 
eruptions, etc.)

•  Development of protection concepts for all relevant natural 
hazards

• Implementation of the protection concepts in the project

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ECO4: INNOVATION

Goal
Promotion of innovation in sustainable building.

Importance
Not all relevant aspects of sustainable building can be covered with predefined 
criteria. This criterion allows special efforts in sustainable building to be taken 
into account and innovative solutions to be rewarded.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
•  None

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ECO4.1
Were innovative solutions 
for the building envelope 
developed for the project?

•  Especially well-insulated building components
•  Building components with variable heat transmission
•  Glazing which allows less energy to pass through in full 

sun than in cloudy weather
•  Components that cool down at night and lead to pleasant 

interior temperatures during the day

HWC

ECO4.2

Were innovative solutions 
for the supporting 
structure developed for the 
project?

•  Concrete with reinforcement from renewable resources
•  Beams which were formed exactly according to the force 

curve
•  Concrete with a high proportion of recycled materials
•  Concrete with low CO2 emissions
•  Wood-concrete composite structures

HWC

ECO4.3

Were innovative solutions 
for building services 
engineering developed for 
the project?

•  Heat pumps with particularly high efficiency or high 
system temperatures

•  Use of local waste heat or geothermal energy
•  Efficient and systematic exchange of air by natural means 

(e.g. wind towers)
•  Composting toilets
•  Luminaires with particularly high efficiency

C

ECO4.4

Were innovative solutions 
developed for the project 
for the fit-out or for the 
health and well-being of 
the building users?

•  Low-emission materials
•  Reflective surfaces that have a positive effect on daylight
•  Self-cleaning surfaces of glass
• Moisture-compensating surfaces (e.g. clay plaster)
•  Influence of the indoor climate by the majority of building 

users
•  Plaster from renewable or locally produced materials

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ECO4.5
Were innovative 
manufacturing processes 
developed for the project?

•  Prefabrication of finished components HWC

ECO4.6
Were innovative planning 
processes developed for 
the project?

•  Integrated BIM planning with joint meetings HWC

ECO4.7

Have innovative 
participation processes 
been developed for the 
project?

•  Forum for the exchange of interested parties with pin 
board for suggestions

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ENV1: HIGH ADAPTABILITY AND DURABILITY

Goal
The building and its building elements should be used for as long as possible to 
keep the environmental impact low.

Importance
Buildings that are highly flexible can be converted without great effort and 
can be used for longer. But durable materials and surfaces also lead to a lower 
environmental impact and lower lifecycle costs.  

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer

Minimum requirements
•  The supporting structure, the room heights, the façade design and the 

installation zones were selected in such a way that future conversions are 
possible without interfering with the building shell
-  e.g. few load-bearing interior walls or vertical supporting structure 

of columns, central arrangement of installation shafts, façades with 
individual windows

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV1.1
Have scenarios been drawn 
up for future conversions 
of the building?

•  Clarification as to which other uses could best meet future 
needs

•  Take into account the use of the building in emergency 
situations

•  Prepare sketches that concretise the different conversion 
scenarios (furnishing, processes)

HWC

ENV1.2

Does the load-bearing 
structure of the building 
allow the conversion 
shown in the scenarios 
without adjustments?

•  The supporting structure allows for an extensive conversion 
of the main usage spaces (e.g. vertical supporting structure 
consisting mainly of columns)

HWC

ENV1.3

Does the façade design 
permit the conversion 
shown in the scenarios 
without adjustments?

•  The façade is designed in such a way that it allows flexible 
room division (e.g. by means of a façade with single windows 
or wide vertical frame sections in the case of windows)

•   The connections of the partition walls to the façade allow for 
sufficient sound insulation

HWC

ENV1.4
Does the storey height 
allow the change of use 
shown in the scenarios?

• Plan for sufficient floor heights HWC

ENV1.5

Can the vertically routed 
building services pipes 
be adapted to changed 
requirements without 
interfering with the core of 
the building?

•  The vertically routed pipes are easily accessible on all 
floors (inspection doors or cladding which can be removed 
with little effort) and can be repaired, dismantled, 
renewed and extended

•  The arrangement in the floor plan allows for short access 
routes

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV1.6

Can the horizontally routed 
building services lines 
be adapted to changed 
requirements without 
interfering with the core of 
the building?

•  The horizontally routed lines are easily accessible (e.g. 
open line routing, inspection openings) and can be 
repaired, dismantled, renewed and expanded

HWC

ENV1.7

Do the structural 
conditions permit the 
replacement of machines 
and large appliances?

•   The accesses to technical rooms and control centres 
are dimensioned in such a way that they allow non-
destructive replacement of the installed components even 
after completion of construction

•  The size of the technical rooms is sufficiently dimensioned 
so that other products can be used in case of replacement

HWC

ENV1.8

Will the building envelope 
withstand the existing or 
expected climatic, physical 
and chemical influences?

•   Analysis of the expected climatic, mechanical and chemical 
effects on the building envelope

•   The façade consists of materials or structures that are 
insensitive to weathering (e.g. fibre cement, glass, corrosion-
resistant metals, exposed concrete, masonry, etc.)

•   Sensitive parts of the façade are sufficiently protected 
from the weather (canopy, base made of weather-resistant 
material)

•   The façade is adequately protected against the usual physical 
effects (hail, impact of vehicles on traffic areas, vandalism, 
etc.) and chemical effects (de-icing salt etc.)

•   The façade allows small-scale repairs without compromising 
the aesthetics (e.g. replacement of individual bricks)

HWC

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV1.9

Will the materials used 
inside the building 
withstand the expected 
climatic, physical and 
chemical influences?

•   Analysis of the expected climatic, mechanical and chemical 
effects on the internal components

•   The external components were designed in such a way 
that no moisture can accumulate on the surface or inside 
the construction by condensation

•   The surfaces of the internal components are resistant to 
the usual physical effects (chair castors, heels of shoes, dirt 
carried in, transport trolleys, etc.) and chemical effects 
(e.g. in cleaning agent warehouses or laboratories)

•   The surfaces allow small-scale repairs without significant 
loss of aesthetics

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ENV2: ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CONSTRUCTION

Goal
Reduction of the environmental impact during the construction phase of the 
building

Importance
Modern buildings cause more than half of the total environmental impact in 
their construction. The ecological footprint of a building can be greatly reduced 
by a high density of use, efficient use of materials, the choice of construction 
and materials with a low environmental impact or the use of renewable or 
recycled materials.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
•  The construction method and the supporting structure must be selected in 

such a way that the environmental impact of the construction is kept to a 
minimum.
-  e.g. small spans and direct vertical load dissipation, tight dimensioning, 

lightweight components, materials processed with little expense and 
effort (clay, wood, gravel, etc.), restrained use of metal or cement.

•  Renewable and/or recycled materials must be used for at least 10% of the 
construction costs.
-  The share is based on the costs of the building, without equipment, 

surroundings or planning costs.

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV2.1
Has the project been 
optimised with regard to a 
high intensity of use?

•  The ratio between usable space and floor space is high in 
comparison with other similar projects

•  A polyvalent or shared use of a part of the rooms is 
possible

•  A reservation system allows an optimal use of shared 
spaces

HWC

ENV2.2

Has the building been 
designed in such a way that 
it can be built with as little 
material as possible?

•  Small surface area of the building envelope (avoidance of 
projections, recesses or cantilevers)

•  Adequate number of floors (reduction of the loads to be 
borne and the foundations)

HWC

ENV2.3

Was the project adapted to 
the topography in such a 
way that changes in terrain 
and excavation volumes 
were minimal?

•   Detailed recording of the terrain with altitude curves
• Minimise building volume under terrain
•   Optimising the height of the building in the terrain 
• Create sufficient distance to boundaries and neighbouring 

buildings and limit the depth of the excavation pit to avoid 
the need for excavation pit support

HWC

ENV2.4
Has the project been 
optimised to minimise the 
impact on groundwater?

•   Recording of the groundwater level in different seasons
•   Avoidance or minimisation of building parts which are 

located in the groundwater
•   Minimisation of interventions in the groundwater during 

the construction phase (e.g. dewatering of the excavation 
pit)

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV2.5

Were the construction 
methods and materials 
selected with regard 
to their environmental 
impact?

•  Early comparison of the environmental impact of different 
constructions (with comparable technical characteristics)

• Choice of one of the most favourable variants
HWC

ENV2.6
Are renewable resources 
used?

•  Clarification of the permissibility and availability of 
renewable raw materials

•  Renewable raw materials (wood from sustainable forestry, 
agricultural products, etc.) are used for essential parts of 
the shell construction and finishing

HWC

ENV2.7
Are secondary raw 
materials used?

•   Clarification of the availability of recycled building materials 
(e.g. recycled concrete, recycled steel) and the permissibility of 
their use

•  Building materials with a high proportion of recycled 
materials are used for essential parts of the shell and the 
finishing or building services

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ENV3: ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY OPERATION

Goal
Reduction of the environmental impact in the use phase

Importance
The environmental impact in the use phase can – in comparison with the 
construction phase – be influenced relatively well. It should be as close to zero 
as possible or even negative in order to achieve a low environmental impact 
over the entire lifecycle. This includes the building design (building shape, solar 
gains, insulation, glazing, etc.), the type and efficiency of building services and 
the use of renewable energy sources.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, building 
physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
• More than 50% of the total energy demand must be covered with locally 

available renewable energy sources.
-  Renewable energy sources are environmental heat/cold, solar thermal 

energy, electricity from hydropower, wind power, photovoltaics or 
geothermal energy, wood (if locally available in sufficient quantity), waste 
heat (otherwise not usable), etc. 

-  Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) can be counted to up to 50% of 
total electricity demand.

- “Locally” means within a radius of 50km.
-  If the electricity mix of the utility contains less than 50% renewable 

energy and neither certified renewable electricity nor RECs are available, 
the minimum share can be reduced as follows:  
(50%-[share of renewable energy in the electricity mix])/2.

• Measures must be taken which lead to a lower heating and cooling demand 
compared to similar buildings or facilities.
-  e.g. compact building volume, good insulation without thermal bridges, 

high heat capacity of internal components, efficient building services 
systems

•  Measures must be taken which lead to a lower electricity demand compared 
to similar buildings or installations.
-  e.g. use of devices with efficiency class A+++ or EnergyStar label, LED 

lighting, demand-based control of ventilation or lighting 
•  Measures must be taken which lead to a lower water demand compared to 

similar buildings or facilities.
- e.g. use of rainwater for irrigation, use of water-saving fittings, etc.

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV3.1
Has the use of renewable 
energy been examined and 
implemented?

•  Clarification of the possibilities to cover the energy 
demand with renewable energy

•  Energy concept with extensive use of renewable energy or 
otherwise not usable waste heat for heating, cooling and 
electricity

HWC

ENV3.2
Which measures have been 
implemented to reduce the 
heating energy demand?

•  The heated building sections result in a compact volume
• The building envelope is insulated in sufficient thickness and 

has no thermal bridges
•  Passive solar gains are used optimally
•  The building has a large thermally activated mass

C

ENV3.3
Which measures have been 
implemented to reduce the 
cooling energy demand?

•  The cooled building sections result in a compact volume
•  The building envelope is insulated in sufficient thickness 

and has no thermal bridges
•  All windows and skylights have external sun protection
•  The building has a large thermally activated mass

HW
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV3.4

Which measures have been 
implemented to reduce 
the ventilation energy 
demand?

•  Ventilation is completely or partially natural (windows, 
ventilation flaps, open atria, etc.)

•  The air volumes of the mechanical ventilation were 
designed taking into account an average room occupancy 
and without surcharges

•  The air distribution has generous cross-section areas and 
few changes of direction

•  The fans have direct drives and EC motors
•  The air volumes are infinitely variable according to the air 

quality

C

ENV3.5

Which measures have been 
implemented to reduce 
the electricity demand for 
operating equipment?

•  Clarification and minimisation of the need for operational 
facilities (e.g. shared use)

•  Selection of operating equipment that is particularly 
energy-efficient (e.g. energy label A+++, EnergyStar)  
and/or can be operated with renewable energy

HWC

ENV3.6

What measures have 
been taken to reduce the 
electricity demand for 
lighting?

•  Use of efficient light sources and efficient luminaires
• Daylight-dependent regulation
•    Presence-dependent control
• Flexible arrangement of luminaires in task areas
•  Design of luminous flux according to recognised 

regulations (without surcharges)
• No radiation of the luminaires towards the sky
• Accent and façade lighting is dispensed with

HWC

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV3.7

Are the conditions in place 
for continuous monitoring 
and optimisation of 
building services?

•  Installation of measuring equipment for all relevant usage 
zones and for all relevant energy sources

•  Installation of measuring equipment for water 
consumption

•  Ensuring the periodic reading of the measuring devices 
and evaluation of the measured data

•  Preparation of possible measures for operational 
optimisation

•  Performance of a functional test for all building services 
engineering systems, including the recording of the results

•  Carrying out a systematic commissioning, adjustment and 
readjustment of all building services engineering systems, 
including the recording of the results

HWC

ENV3.8

What measures have 
been implemented to 
reduce drinking water 
consumption in the 
building?

•  Clarification of the locally available drinking water 
resources and their availability for the project

•  Selection of sanitary appliances and outlet fittings that 
enable efficient water use (e.g. WELL label class A, energy 
label A, EnergyStar)

•  Washing machines and dishwashers with energy label class 
A+++ or equivalent

• Thermostatic and/or single-lever mixers
•  Automatic outlet taps (self-closing) for heavily frequented 

facilities
•  Time-controlled shower taps
• Economy showers
• WC flushing systems with 2-quantity flushing
• Waterless or 1-litre urinals
•  WC flushing, urinals and/or washing machines with 

rainwater/greywater connection

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV3.9

What measures have been 
implemented to reduce 
water consumption for 
irrigation?

•  Selection of plant species that do not require irrigation
•  Selection of irrigation equipment that uses little water 

(e.g. drip irrigation)
• Use of rainwater/grey water for irrigation

HW

ENV3.10
What measures have been 
implemented to treat the 
waste water produced?

•  Treatment of the waste water produced on the property 
so that it has no negative impact on the environment

•  The resulting waste water is fed into a sewage treatment 
plant that meets at least average technical standards

HWC

ENV3.11
What measures have been 
taken to reduce, dispose of 
and recycle waste?

•   Clarification of the existing infrastructure for the recycling and 
energetic use of waste

•  There is a collection infrastructure for waste separated 
according to fractions

•  There is sufficient space for interim storage and handling of 
waste

•  Acceptance contracts are in place for the proper recycling and 
disposal of waste according to fractions (household waste, 
paper, cardboard, green waste, glass, plastics, batteries, 
hazardous waste, etc.)

•  Equipment is selected and facilities are designed to minimise 
waste (batteryless devices, reusable filters, etc.)

• Building users will be instructed on how to minimise waste

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ENV4: ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY MOBILITY

Goal
Reduction of the environmental impact of the mobility caused by the building

Importance
Mobility accounts for around one third of global environmental pollution. Part 
of it can be avoided by creating good conditions for pedestrians and cyclists. 
This also promotes the health of building users.

Involved parties
Owner/project developer, architect, HVAC planner, electrical planner, structural 
engineer, building physicist, etc.

Minimum requirements
•    None

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV4.1

What measures have been 
implemented to provide 
access for non-motoried 
traffic?

•  Analysis of existing road connections for pedestrians and 
cyclists

•  Coordination of the route guidance with the existing 
offers

•  Good lighting of the paths
•  Clear and unobstructed design of the paths
•  Sufficient number of weather-protected bicycle parking 

spaces
•  Short, weather-protected paths to the main entrances

HWC

ENV4.2
What measures have been 
implemented for public 
transport?

•  Analysis of existing public transport services (nearby stops 
with frequencies by working days and weekends)

•  Coordination of the project with existing public transport 
services (short, weather-protected routes to main access 
points, etc.)

•  Creation of additional public transport services (e.g. new 
stops, additional routes)

HWC

ENV4.3

What measures have been 
taken to provide access 
by motorised private 
transport?

• Analysis of existing roads and their capacities
•  Analysis of the project’s impact on air quality and noise 

emissions in the surrounding area
•  Coordination of the project with the existing roads (short 

distances to car parks, etc.)
• Minimisation of the supply of parking spaces
• Offers for charging electric vehicles

HWC
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4. GREEN 
BUILDING 
CRITERIA

ENV5: ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

Goal
Natural, species-rich environmental design with the aim of promoting 
biodiversity and offering building users a high recreational value.

Importance
We are highly dependent on a functioning ecosystem; for example, without 
insects, agricultural yields would decline significantly. With a near-natural, 
species-rich design of the environment or building surfaces, the local ecosystem 
can be preserved or even supported. In addition, green spaces lead to 
significantly lower summer temperatures.

Involved parties
Architect, landscape architect, sanitary planner 

Minimum requirements
•   Large areas of natural greenery must be created on the property. Paved 

areas must have water-permeable coverings. 
- Green roofs or façades may also be considered
- The combination of photovoltaic panels and green roofs is possible

• Measures must be taken to maintain or even improve biodiversity at the 
site.
-  Prerequisite is an examination through an expert prior to any clearings or 

earthworks to determine the change

No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV5.1
Is there a large, varied and 
natural range of green and 
water areas on the site?

•  Survey of soil, water, plant and animal resources on the 
property prior to the implementation of the project

•  Designation of the natural elements worthy of protection 
(especially endangered or environmentally sensitive 
species)

•  Creation of a concept for the conservation and protection 
of the natural elements worthy of protection during the 
planning, construction and operational phases

•  Include conservation measures and fines (in case of 
infringement) in contracts

• Periodic controlling of conservation measures
•  Inclusion of the analysis results in the environmental 

concept

HWC

ENV5.2
Were façade and roof 
greening measures 
implemented?

•  Clarification of the suitability of roof surfaces and façades 
for greening

• The roof areas not used for other purposes are greened
• The majority of façades will be greened

HWC

ENV5.3

What measures have been 
implemented for the 
infiltration and retention 
of rainwater?

•  Clarification of the possibilities and the permissibility of the 
infiltration of meteor water on the property

• Basement floors do not overhang the ground floor
•  Only use water-permeable coverings in the surrounding area
•  Retain meteoric water on the property and allow it to seep 

away (seepage gallery, cesspool, water bodies) or use it as 
grey water (if this is not possible, discharge meteoric water 
into an adjacent surface watercourse with sufficient capacity)

HWC
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No. Question Possible Measures Climate Zone

ENV5.4

What measures have 
been implemented to 
preserve and promote 
the local flora, fauna and 
ecosystems?

•  Recording of plant and animal occurrences on the 
property before the project is implemented and 
designation of the natural elements worthy of protection

•  Creation of a concept for the conservation of the natural 
elements worthy of protection during the planning and 
construction phase

•  Protection of the existing planting against construction 
influences (excavation work, soil compaction, vibrations, 
chemicals, etc.)

•  Newly introduced plants are predominantly indigenous 
and site-appropriate species

• At least 20 different plant species are used
•  Invasive neophytes are removed completely and 

professionally
•  Nesting aids for birds, small animals and insects are 

offered
• The glazing is optimised with regard to bird protection
•  Obstacles or traps for small animals (walls, shafts, fences, 

etc.) are avoided or eliminated

HWC
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ABBREVIATIONS:

Climate zones - HWC
H: Hot
W: Warm
C: Cold

SE: Sustainability expert
FIBU: FIFA Infrastructure Business Unit
MA: Member association

LEED: Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
BREEAM: Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method
DGNB System: German Sustainable Building Certificate
CASBEE: Comprehensive Assessment System for Built Environment Efficiency
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