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GRASSROOTS

FIFA inspires girls and boys to play football.
FIFA’s Grassroots Programme is the core foundation of our development mission, aimed at encouraging girls and
boys around the world to play and enjoy football without restrictions. Grassroots focuses on the enjoyment of the
game through small-sided team games, and teaching basic football technique, the value of exercise and fair play.

For more information, visit FIFA.com



EDITORIAL

SUCCESSFUL TOGETHER

Gender equality and inclusion is one of the key pillars in the development  

of football and FIFA. With that in mind, the FIFA Conference for Equality  

and Inclusion, which was held at the Home of FIFA in early March, brought 

together some of the leading voices in the fight for a fair society without 

discrimination. From page 8 onwards, we report on the conference and its 

theme of “Making Equality a Reality”, and take a look back as well as into  

the future. 

Sami Khedira, a key member of Germany’s 2014 World Cup winners, has a 

Tunisian father. In his interview with FIFA 1904, which starts on page 24,  

he also touches upon inclusion and says: “There are so many refugees who 

would like nothing more than to integrate in another country. They need  

to be accepted openly and without prejudice.”

Perikles Monioudis
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

FIFA has joined  

forces with the German  

Football Association (DFB), the Namibian 

Football Association (NFA) and the German 

Society for International Cooperation (GIZ) to  

build and modernise sports facilities in Namibia  

and to educate children about life skills through sport 

in schools in the Khomas and Ohangwena regions. 

“Many young people embrace sport, and football in 

particular, and from there, they may go on to take 

part in other activities such as professional training, 

HIV/AIDS education and conflict resolution,”  

said Dr Gerd Müller, the German Minister  

for Economic Cooperation and  

Development.

FIFA has also teamed  

up with CONCACAF to organise a 

conference in Costa Rica on professional 

football involving representatives of member 

associations and clubs from across North and 

Central America. CONCACAF President and FIFA 

Vice-President Victor Montagliani said:  

“Professional football and its growth are key to 

developing the game at all levels in the CONCACAF 

region over the next decade. The professiona-

lisation of leagues and clubs is crucial to  

ensuring long-term success and  

increasing competitiveness both  

on and off the pitch.”

The Local Organising 

Committee (LOC) for the  

FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017 has 

launched its volunteer programme for the 

tournament, which will take place from 6 to 

28 October 2017. Those wishing to apply should 

do so by 15 May if they want to help out in one 

of the six Host Cities or have an online role. 

LOC chairman Praful Patel said: “This is  

an opportunity for all our countrymen  

to be involved in the tournament, 

which will be a historic event 

for India.” 

At the end of February,  

FIFA President Gianni Infantino  

visited nine African countries in order  

to assess the needs of individual nations  

and the continent as a whole. “It was a pleasure 

to visit several African member associations and 

see how much of an everyday passion football is,” 

said Infantino, whose visit took in Swaziland, 

Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Chad, Ghana, Niger  

and Mauritania as well as Johannesburg for 

the Executive Football Summit. He also 

attended the foundation stone-laying 

ceremony for a training centre 

in Uganda.
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Last updated:
9 March 2017

 Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points  Rank Team + / – Points

FIFA/COCA-COLA MEN’S WORLD RANKING

1 Argentina 0 1644

2 Brazil 0 1534

3 Germany 0 1443

4 Chile 0 1389

5 Belgium 0 1379

6 France 0 1318

7 Colombia 0 1312

8 Portugal 0 1240

9 Uruguay 0 1200

10 Spain 0 1162

11 Switzerland 0 1138

12 Wales 0 1121

12 Poland 2 1121

14 England -1 1114

15 Italy 0 1095

16 Croatia 0 1042

17 Mexico 0 1026

18 Peru 0 965

19 Costa Rica 0 953

20 Egypt 3 904

21 Netherlands 0 900

22 Ecuador 0 887

23 Iceland -3 875

24 Republic of Ireland 1 860

25 Slovakia 1 853

26 Turkey -2 851

27 Hungary 0 834

28 Senegal 3 831

29 Bosnia and Herzegovina -1 826

30 USA -1 818

31 Ukraine -1 798

32 Cameroon 1 795

33 Iran -1 794

34 Austria 0 793

35 Northern Ireland 0 786

36 Burkina Faso 2 778

37 Tunisia -1 774

38 Congo DR -1 750

39 Romania 1 703

40 Korea Republic -1 691

41 Nigeria 0 685

42 Czech Republic 4 684

43 Ghana 2 683

43 Paraguay -1 683

45 Sweden -1 682

46 Greece -3 679

47 Côte d'Ivoire 0 663

48 Denmark 1 662

49 Morocco -1 661

50 Algeria 0 645

51 Japan 1 631

52 Serbia -1 629

53 Panama 0 627

54 Albania 1 623

55 Australia -1 622

56 Israel 4 617

57 Saudi Arabia -1 610

58 Slovenia -1 609

59 Venezuela 0 601

60 Russia 1 591

61 Mali -3 586

62 South Africa 0 567

63 Uzbekistan 0 561

64 Montenegro 0 546

65 Honduras 0 538

66 Benin 0 531

67 Scotland 0 524

68 United Arab Emirates 0 521

69 Haiti 0 518

70 Guinea 0 501

71 Bulgaria 0 489

72 Belarus 0 472

73 St Kitts and Nevis 4 469

74 Uganda 1 467

74 Curaçao -1 467

76 Jamaica 1 465

77 Cape Verde Islands -3 460

78 Congo -2 455

79 Guatemala 0 445

80 Guinea-Bissau 0 434

81 Norway 0 428

82 Faroe Islands 0 422

83 Trinidad and Tobago 1 421

84 Qatar 1 415

85 Armenia -3 414

86 China PR 0 407

87 Gabon 0 399

88 Kenya -1 392

89 Azerbaijan 0 380

90 Antigua and Barbuda 0 370

90 Zambia 1 370

92 Libya 0 366

93 Rwanda 7 364

94 Kazakhstan 2 357

95 Sierra Leone -1 355

95 Syria -2 355

97 Bolivia -2 354

98 Swaziland 0 351

99 Namibia 0 342

99 Finland -2 342

101 Togo 0 339

102 Liberia 0 338

103 Malawi 1 336

104 Ethiopia -1 335

105 Mozambique 0 334

106 Mauritania 1 331

107 Lithuania 2 326

108 Central African Republic 0 325

109 Zimbabwe -4 323

110 Equatorial Guinea 0 322

111 Latvia 2 312

112 New Zealand -1 306

112 El Salvador 2 306

114 Cyprus 2 301

115 Jordan -3 300

116 Botswana -1 298

117 Canada 0 293

118 Nicaragua -1 292

119 Estonia 0 291

120 Suriname 9 284

121 Korea DPR -1 282

122 Iraq 0 274

122 Oman -1 274

124 Philippines -2 271

125 Kyrgyzstan -1 265

126 Georgia -1 261

127 Bahrain -1 254

127 Thailand 0 254

129 Niger 3 242

129 Dominican Republic 2 242

131 Guyana 5 236

132 India -2 233

133 Tajikistan 0 231

134 Palestine -6 229

135 Luxembourg -1 227

136 Vietnam 0 222

137 Madagascar -2 220

138 Sudan 1 217

139 Burundi -1 215

140 Maldives 0 206

141 Lesotho 2 205

142 Hong Kong 0 202

142 Comoros -1 202

144 Turkmenistan 0 200

145 Puerto Rico 0 194

146 Mauritius 1 191

147 Angola 1 187

148 Yemen 0 186

149 Tahiti -1 184

150 Chad 1 179

151 São Tomé e Príncipe 2 177

152 Belize 2 176

153 Cuba 2 175

154 Barbados 2 174

155 Lebanon -9 172

156 Afghanistan -5 170

157 Tanzania 1 157

158 Grenada 1 152

159 Chinese Taipei -2 149

160 Aruba 1 147

161 Malaysia 1 146

162 Moldova 1 139

163 Singapore 1 138

164 Kosovo 1 135

165 Kuwait 2 133

166 FYR Macedonia -1 130

167 Indonesia 2 123

167 New Caledonia 2 123

167 South Sudan 2 123

170 Nepal 3 122

170 Papua New Guinea 2 122

172 Myanmar -13 120

173 Laos -6 116

173 Cambodia 2 116

175 Dominica 1 114

176 St Vincent and the Grenadines -2 112

177 Bhutan 0 110

178 St Lucia 2 108

179 Gambia -1 106

179 Vanuatu -1 106

181 Fiji 0 102

182 Malta 1 87

183 Bermuda 4 86

184 Liechtenstein 3 82

184 Brunei Darussalam 0 82

184 Macau 0 82

187 Seychelles -1 78

188 Solomon Islands -1 77

189 Guam -7 76

190 American Samoa 1 64

190 Cook Islands 1 64

190 Samoa 1 64

193 Bangladesh -3 57

194 Timor-Leste 0 53

195 US Virgin Islands 0 44

196 Mongolia 1 34

197 Sri Lanka -1 33

198 Pakistan 0 32

199 Montserrat 0 30

200 Andorra 3 29

201 Cayman Islands -1 21

202 Turks and Caicos Islands -1 20

203 San Marino -1 17

204 British Virgin Islands 0 11

205 Anguilla 0 0

205 Bahamas 0 0

205 Djibouti 0 0

205 Eritrea 0 0

205 Gibraltar 0 0

205 Somalia 0 0

205 Tonga 0 0
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LEADER
ARGENTINA (unchanged)

MOVES INTO TOP TEN
NONE

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NONE

MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
4

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
ANDORRA, BERMUDA, CANADA, 
HONDURAS, ICELAND, JAMAICA, 
MEXICO, SAN MARINO (1 match each)

BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
BURKINA FASO (up 42 points)

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
SURINAME (up 9 ranks)

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
MYANMAR (down 30 points)

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
MYANMAR (down 13 ranks)

NAWAŁKA’S WAY
Following your gut instinct will often lead to 

decisions that few could predict, which is of 

little use in modern football, where nothing is 

left to chance. In 2013, however, Zbigniew 

Boniek, the star of Polish football in the ‘80s 

and now the Polish FA President, went with his 

gut instinct, which was to hire Adam Nawałka 

as the new national team coach. One thing 

that was predictable, however, was the anger 

of 38 million Poles because the 59-year-old 

had not yet won anything in his 20-year career 

as a coach.

Today, Polish fans know that Boniek, who 

helped Poland to third place at the ’82 World 

Cup, was spot on as the first three years under 

Nawałka have been one long success story.  

The Poles are currently on an 18-month  

unbeaten run in competitive fixtures (defeat  

to Portugal on penalties in the EURO 2016 

quarter-finals aside), and in the race for Russia 

2018, they are currently topping Group E 

ahead of Montenegro and Denmark. And if 

that was not enough, they are currently in  

12th place in the FIFA/Coca-Cola World Ranking 

– their highest-ever position.

Leading the way  
Coach Adam Nawałka with 
captain Robert Lewandowski.

Nawałka is renowned as a passionate worker 

who pays attention to the very finest of details. 

Many have called him a perfectionist, or even 

“an elegant perfectionist” as the Polish press 

put it. At EURO 2016 in France, he asked the 

groundsman to trim an extra 1mm off the 

grass on the training pitch. Rather eccentric? 

Or maybe it was exactly the type of intensity 

that the Poles had been missing for so long? 

For years, Poland had a reputation as a team 

that went missing in big games, even failing  

to get past the group stage at EURO 2012,  

a tournament they co-hosted with Ukraine, 

failing to break an unwanted record of falling 

at the first hurdle in every tournament for 

which they had qualified since Mexico ’86.

Nawałka is certainly fortunate that he can call 

upon a certain Robert Lewandowski, the father 

figure of a new generation of impressive 

youngsters who, it would appear, have bought 

into the coach’s ways. Those ways are certainly 

bearing fruit, as in October 2014, the Poles 

made history with a 2-0 victory over Germany 

– their first-ever victory over their neighbours.

Alan Schweingruber
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DIVERSITY 
MEANS  
PROGRESS

EQUALITY

“FOOTBALL IS MORE 
THAN JUST KICKING THE 
BALL. FOR THE PLAYERS 

IT’S ABOUT HAVING THEIR 
VOICES HEARD.”
Karina LeBlanc, former Canada national team 
goalkeeper and UNICEF Ambassador

“WE DON’T JUST PLAY FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE GAME  

BUT FOR WOMEN’S  
EMPOWERMENT  

IN OUR COUNTRY.”
Khalida Popal,  

former captain of the Afghan 
women’s national football team

“FOOTBALL HAS 
THE POWER  
TO CHANGE THE 

WORLD AND CAN 
BRING THE BEST 

OUT OF YOU. I HAVE SEEN 
THIS HAPPENING WITH 
MY OWN EYES.”
Abhijeet Barse, Chief Executive  
Director, Slum Soccer
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Football is much more than just a game: 
the FIFA Conference for Equality and  
Inclusion provided an opportunity  
to promote the empowerment of  
women in society and the fight against 
discrimination. 
By Annette Braun

International Women’s Day is celebrated on 8 March every 

year as women around the world stand up for their rights. 

The event has over 100 years of history behind it and 

dates back to 1908, when women textile workers in the 

USA decided to demand better working conditions.  

The idea of holding an International Women’s Day on  

the same day every year was tabled at the International 

Conference of Working Women in Copenhagen in 1910, 

where it was approved by 98 women from 17 countries. 

While it is true that not all of the problems endured by 

women a century ago exist today, many still remain. 

Initially a politically motivated movement, the annual event 

has for many years enjoyed a broad appeal – as indeed 

does football, which no other industry can match when it 

comes to attracting the interest of the public. 

As has often been claimed, football is “just” a game in 

which 22 players chase a ball around for 90 minutes and 

try to put it in the opposition’s net. But it is so much more 

than getting three points: it is a school of life that brings 

people together, moves them and inspires them. Football 

is about tradition and passion, all around the world – there 

is hardly a country on the planet where it is not played. 

Thanks to its universal allure, the game can act as a  

catalyst for social change – and lead by example in this 

respect. In women’s football in particular, it has already 

“THERE IS NO SUCH THING 
AS A JUST SOCIETY THAT 
DOESN’T EMPOWER WOMEN.”
Sherine Tadros, Head of Amnesty International’s 
UN office in New York

“FIRST AND FOREMOST, 
GIRLS DON’T LOOK  

FOR MONEY, THEY LOOK FOR  
RECOGNITION.”
Layhoon Chan, President of Valencia CF

“NO SOCIETY  
CAN THRIVE BY  
ALIENATING 50% OF 
ITS POPULATION.” 
Fatma Samoura, FIFA 
Secretary General

“IT IS CRUCIAL 
THAT WE, AS  
A COLLECTIVE  
SOCIETY, CONTINUE 
TO EMPOWER WOMEN AND 
INSPIRE A CULTURAL SHIFT 
TOWARDS ADVANCING 
THEIR EQUALITY, PARTICI-
PATION, LEADERSHIP AND 
ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP IN ALL  
ASPECTS OF LIFE.”
Hala Ousta, Diversity and Inclusion  
Manager, Scottish Football Association

9FIFA 1904   /



EQUALITY

had an impact on society, with players acting both as 

ambassadors for improving the role of women in the 

world and as role models for future generations.

A PLATFORM FOR EXCHANGING IDEAS
FIFA has for many years been actively promoting women’s 

football and women in football, and this was one of  

its four areas of reform that were approved at the Extra

ordinary Congress in Zurich on 26 February 2016. 

The FIFA Conference for Equality and Inclusion, which was 

held for the third time at the beginning of March, was 

part of this initiative. A wide range of topics were on the 

agenda, ranging from women’s football and empowering 

women to the role that men assume in the process.  

The conference offered a platform for many powerful 

voices to be heard in the fight for a fairer society without 

discrimination or exclusion. 

More than 200 guests from 30 countries listened atten

tively to the 19 speakers in a highly positive atmosphere 

that encouraged those present to offer ideas and speak 

openly about problems encountered. There were  

warnings, too: words are all very well, but they must  

be followed up with action – for the good of football, 

“FOOTBALL CAN  
INSPIRE US AND IT  
OFFERS US A SENSE OF 
WELL-BEING AND OF  
BELONGING. IN RETURN,  
IT IS OUR JOB TO TAKE CARE  
OF OUR BEAUTIFUL GAME AND 
TO CHERISH THE MANY RICHLY 
DIVERSE PEOPLE WITHIN IT.”
Joyce Cook,  
FIFA Chief Member Associations Officer

“WOMEN’S  
FOOTBALL WILL 
THRIVE WHEN IT 
SETS ITS OWN 
STANDARDS AND 
CREATES ITS OWN 

IDENTITY.“
Martin Glenn,  
The FA’s Chief  
Executive Officer

“NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS HAVE  
TO ANALYSE THEIR WAGE POLICIES 
WITH REGARD TO GENDER EQUITY,  
DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY FULLY  
RESPECT THE LAW AND LET THE 
WIDER PUBLIC KNOW ABOUT IT.”
Sylvie Durrer, Director of the Swiss Federal 
Office for Gender Equality

“THE MEDIA HAS A BIG 
ROLE TO PLAY BECAUSE 
THEY CAN AND SHOULD 

HELP TO DEMOLISH  
STEREOTYPES.”

Lakshmi Puri, Deputy Executive 
Director of UN Women
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As part of its commitment to promoting women’s 

football, FIFA organises courses that bring  

together female players, coaches, referees and 

officials, and provides significant financial support. 

Through awareness-raising and information  

campaigns, world football’s governing body is 

working to develop the game to empower women 

in society and break down cultural barriers.

“Women’s football and women in football are a 

priority – it’s part of the solution for the future of 

football,” says Gianni Infantino. Under the reforms 

that the FIFA President set in motion over the past 

year, each confederation must now elect at least 

one female representative as a FIFA Council  

member, thus ensuring a minimum of six women 

on this important body and shaping the future  

of the sport in the process. In May 2016,  

Fatma Samoura became the first female Secretary 

General in FIFA’s history.

559 PROJECTS IN 2016
In 2016, 136 member associations benefited from 

FIFA’s programmes to support women in football. 

A total of 559 projects were completed, including 

the two editions of the Female Leadership  

Development Programme (FLDP), in which  

seven women took part, and 213 Live Your Goals 

events – a record number – involving 79 member 

associations.

FIFA wants to see gender equality in football, 

which is why the “FIFA 2.0” vision set the  

ambitious target of increasing the number of 

female players to 60 million by 2026. Fatma 

Samoura needs no convincing: “Diversity is the 

only way forward. Not only because morally  

it is the right thing to do, but because there is 

richness in it.”

“WE LITERALLY DON’T 
KNOW HOW POWERFUL 
SPORT COULD BE IF  
IT WAS PROPERLY  

INTEGRATED.”
Keme Nzerem,  
Channel 4 News journalist

FOR THE GOOD OF THE GAME
women and society. As Layhoon Chan, President of 

Valencia CF, put it: “It can be very cool and trendy to 

support gender equality but actions are more important 

than lip service.”

The conference heard moving stories from the likes of 

Khalida Popal from Afghanistan, who spoke about how 

much football means to her both on and off the pitch.  

As a girl, she would regularly have a kick-about with her 

friends – until they were all told in no uncertain terms that 

football was a man’s game and that they were shaming 

the sport simply by playing it. From that moment on, 

Khalida no longer played football just for fun: now it was 

also about gender equality and a level playing field for her 

and her fellow pursuers of justice. 

Even when the barriers were high and resistance strong, 

she continued to believe in herself and in 2007, she  

became the first captain of the Afghan women’s football 

team. But when faced with threats to her friends and 

family, Khalida felt she had no choice but to give up 

football. Thus it was that in 2011 and in fear of her life, 

the 29-year-old made the extremely difficult decision  

to flee her homeland, eventually finding sanctuary in 

Denmark. 

11FIFA 1904   /



EQUALITY

However, she has never given up on her dreams, and 

continues to fight for women’s football and for women in 

Afghanistan. She says: “Two thousand women currently 

play football in my homeland. One day, I want to see our 

women’s national team playing at a World Cup.” 

FOOTBALL MIRRORS SOCIETY
Former Canada captain Karina LeBlanc also urged the 

conference attendees to “dare to dream big”. Although 

this veteran of five World Cups did not encounter the sort 

of problems endured by Khalida, she always had her eye 

on the bigger picture: “We wanted to connect to some-

thing bigger than ourselves. We wanted to inspire a whole 

generation.”

For both women, football represents an opportunity to 

bring about change, as not only does it reflect society,  

it also interacts with it. What’s more, it has unbelievable 

pulling power. 

Those who attended the conference left the building both 

inspired and motivated, but also conscious of a sense of 

“FOOTBALL IS ABOUT  
TEAMWORK, FAIR PLAY  
AND RESPECT. GENDER  
EQUALITY PROMOTES THOSE 
SAME CONCEPTS. WHEN  
MEN EMBRACE WOMEN’S  
LEADERSHIP, WE CAN BECOME 
A STRONGER SOCIETY.”
Anthony Keedi,  
psychologist and gender specialist

“IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY, 
AS SHAPERS OF TODAY, TO 

CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT FOR 
THE FUTURE GENERATIONS THAT 
WILL RESPECT AND NURTURE  
DIVERSITY AS A MEDIUM OF  
PROGRESS. ONLY LIKE THIS WILL 
WE BE ABLE TO OVERCOME THE 
BOUNDARIES OF STIGMA AND  
CREATE A WORLD WHERE OUR 
CHILDREN WILL LIVE IN PEACE.”
Vladimir Borković, Network Director,  
streetfootballworld

“WE ALL HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
TO CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE  

SOCIETY WHERE PEOPLE HAVE EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PROVE THEIR WORTH 
AND CONTINUE TO BE INSPIRED TO FOLLOW 
THEIR DREAMS. DIVERSITY IS A PRECIOUS 
RESOURCE WITH WHICH WE MUST ENRICH 
SOCIETY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.”
Clarence Seedorf,  
Dutch coach, football legend, philanthropist and entrepreneur
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“WHAT WE DO ON  
EQUALITY AND  
INCLUSION UNDERPINS 
ALL OF OUR VALUES  
AND PRIORITIES.  
THE RESEARCH DATA 
TELLS US WHERE THERE 
IS EQUALITY AND  
INCLUSIVITY SUCCESS  
USUALLY FOLLOWS.  
EMPOWER A WOMAN  
AND YOU EMPOWER  
A GENERATION.”
Piara Powar,  
Executive Director  
of the Fare network

“SIX WORLD CUPS, 11 EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND 11 OLYMPIC 
MEDALS – THE COMBINED RECORD 
OF THE GERMAN MEN’S AND  
WOMEN’S NATIONAL TEAMS MAKES 
FOR IMPRESSIVE READING. DIVERSITY DOES 
NOT JUST ADD COLOUR TO FOOTBALL, IT ALSO 
MAKES IT MORE SUCCESSFUL.”
Thomas Hitzlsperger,  
former captain of the German men’s national team

“I OWE A LOT  
TO THE MANY  
EXCELLENT WOMEN I 
HAVE WORKED WITH IN  
BUSINESS AND IN FOOTBALL. 
I OWE STILL MORE TO THE 
MANY EXCELLENT MEN,  
WITHOUT WHOSE SUPPORT 
AND MENTORING I WOULD 
NOT BE WHERE I AM NOW.”
Sue Bridgewater PhD, Professor  
of Sports Management & Marketing  
at the University of Liverpool

duty. The realisation once again was that a common goal 

is needed to change society for good. It is a goal that all 

are striving towards – every day, as one and with all of 

their might. 

The words of Dutch football legend Clarence Seedorf  

were no doubt ringing in their ears: “If we care, we get 

things done.” And to rapturous applause from the  

audience, Khalida Popal neatly summed up her approach 

for the 12 months until the next International Women’s 

Day, one that would surely have found favour with those 

American pioneers over a century ago: “Every day is 

women’s day. Every day is our day.” 

“OUR STRATEGY FOR WOMEN’S 
FOOTBALL CONSISTS OF  

GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP.  
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS  

STRATEGY IN EVERY MEMBER  
ASSOCIATION IS AN IMPORTANT TASK.“
Sarai Bareman, FIFA Chief Women’s Football Officer
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A living legend  
The latest in a long line of 
Diego Maradona murals  
was painted by Italian artist 
Jorit Agoch and can be found 
in San Giovanni a Teduccio  
on the outskirts of Naples  
(27 February 2017). 
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SOCIAL MEDIA

FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
“Which team will win the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup Bahamas 2017?”

“PORTUGAL BECAUSE THEY ARE IN FORM AFTER WINNING  
THE 2015 WORLD CUP ON HOME SAND.” 

Jordan Ferreira (Brazil) on Facebook. 

“TAHITI! AFTER BEATING RUSSIA LAST TIME OUT AND LOSING TO PORTUGAL,  
A GAME THEY DESERVED TO WIN, THEY ARE NOW READY TO WIN  

THE TITLE THEY SO RICHLY DESERVE!” 
Valentin Bondoux (France) on Facebook. 

“PORTUGAL ARE GOING TO WIN THE FINAL, AGAINST TAHITI, 7-4.  
YOU HEARD IT HERE FIRST.”

Aleksi Keronen (Finland) on Twitter. 

“I EXPECT BRAZIL WILL RESTORE THEIR GRIP ON THE TITLE AFTER RUSSIA  
AND PORTUGAL DOMINATED IN THE THREE PREVIOUS TOURNAMENTS.”

Just Salem (Kuwait) on Twitter. 

“NIGERIA WILL BE THE CHAMPIONS OF  
THE BEACH SOCCER WORLD CUP BAHAMAS 2017.”

Abiola Olatomirin (Nigeria) on Twitter. 
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BEACH SOCCER

AN 11-DAY SPECTACLE
Espinho 2015  
Portugal celebrate their 
second World Cup title.

The Beach Soccer World Cup will get underway in the holiday paradise of the Bahamas on 27 April 2017. 
The 11-day event will also attract tourists, and entry to the stadium will be free of charge. 
By Alan Schweingruber

Head over heels Overhead kicks are a common sight on the sand.
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Visitors can take a water taxi  
from Paradise Island directly to 
the stadium in Nassau.

RULES OF BEACH SOCCER

A beach soccer match consists of three periods of 12 minutes. 

Each team has four outfield players and one goalkeeper on  

the pitch at any one time, with unlimited substitutions allowed. 

Generally, players will play for between two and four minutes  

at a time. The clock is stopped after each foul, just as it is in  

ice hockey. 

A game never ends in a draw. If the teams are level at the end of a 

match, there will be three minutes of extra time. If it is still a draw 

at the end of extra time, the match must be settled by penalties. 

Players must be barefoot and cannot wear any equipment other 

than their shirt and shorts. It is a very high-intensity sport and it 

quickly takes its toll on the legs. The risk of injury is very low 

thanks to the soft surface, but there is still a bloody toe from time 

to time. The tournament in Nassau (Bahamas) will take place from 

27 April to 7 May 2017.  

sca

Nassau Stadium The new arena in the capital city will hold 3,000 people.

Holiday-makers head for the Bahamas year after year 

because they have heard or read something about the 

islands, where the sea is always warm and inviting and a 

pleasant breeze is normally blowing through the palm 

trees. Pirate treasure is also said to still be buried in the 

sand. And when you get there, you can also see the 

settings of famous James Bond scenes from 1965  

(Thunderball) and 2006 (Casino Royale). You can take 

lovely photos to put by the television at home when the 

007 films are on again. 

But for those living on the luxurious Paradise Island, 

opposite the capital city of Nassau and not far from the 

cruise liners and yachts, there will be a number of options 

available from late April. Visitors will be able to travel from 

the small island by water taxi right to the front of the 

Nassau Stadium, where, from 27 April to 7 May, the 14th 

Beach Soccer World Cup will take place. There will be 

music playing every day, with beats pumping from the 

stadium’s own DJ for every spectacular bicycle kick and 

volley as the 16 teams battle it out on the sand. 
Beach boys Naea Bennett (Tahiti captain) and Angelo Schirinzi (Switzerland 
coach) shoot a selfie in the Bahamas.

19FIFA 1904   /

BS
W

W
 (2

), 
Bi

ld
ag

en
tu

r-
on

lin
e 



Subject to Change. W = Winner, L = Loser     © FIFA 
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THE LAST 13 BEACH SOCCER WORLD CUPS  
(RUN BY FIFA SINCE 2005)

2015 ESPINHO (POR)
Winners: Portugal
2nd place: Tahiti 
3rd place: Russia
4th place: Italy

2013 TAHITI
Winners: Russia
2nd place: Spain
3rd place: Brazil
4th place: Tahiti

2011 RAVENNA (ITA)
Winners : Russia
2nd place: Brazil
3rd place: Portugal
4th place: El Salvador

2009 DUBAI (UAE)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Switzerland
3rd place: Portugal
4th place: Uruguay

2008 MARSEILLES (FRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Italy
3rd place: Portugal
4th place: Spain

2007 RIO DE JANEIRO (BRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Mexico
3rd place: Uruguay
4th place: France

2006 RIO DE JANEIRO (BRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Uruguay
3rd place: France
4th place: Portugal

2005 RIO DE JANEIRO (BRA)
Winners: France
2nd place: Portugal
3rd place: Brazil
4th place: Japan

2004 RIO DE JANEIRO (BRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Spain
3rd place: Portugal

2003 RIO DE JANEIRO (BRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Spain
3rd place: Portugal

2002 SÃO PAULO (BRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Portugal
3rd place: Uruguay

2001 BAHIA (BRA)
Winners: Portugal
2nd place: France
3rd place: Argentina

2000 RIO DE JANEIRO (BRA)
Winners: Brazil
2nd place: Peru
3rd place: Spain

Entrance to the new arena, which will hold some 3,000 

people, will be completely free. And the opening day prom

ises high drama as the Bahamas will be playing in their very 

first Beach Soccer World Cup. They have taken their lead 

from their friends in Switzerland and even trained in the 

Alpine country in Europe for two months last year. Now 

their debut is drawing near and, ironically, the two teams 

will face each other on the first evening (see match schedule 

on page 20).

Brazil, Portugal, Italy, Tahiti and Switzerland are among the 

favourites to win the tournament. The South Americans 

have the strongest team but have a lot to make up to  

their fans after the last three World Cups. Despite their 

pioneer ing role in the sport, Brazil have not been able to 

claim the title since their last win in 2009. A mythical  

tournament victory: it is slightly reminiscent of the pirates’ 

buried treasure.

World Cup new boys The Bahamas national team.

Brazil are one of the favourites  
but they have a lot to make up  
to their fans. 
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PLACE Inle Lake, Myanmar
DATE 15 January 2017
TIME 16:07
PHOTOGRAPHER Toby Binder

FIRST LOVE
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Reliable, loyal, honest  
Sami Khedira is a role model 
both on and off the pitch.

THE INTERVIEW
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Sami, are you aiming to break your goal
scoring record this season, the one you set  
at VfB Stuttgart?
My record stands at seven, doesn’t it?

Exactly, which you set in the 200809 season.
Well, it’s possible as there are still quite a few 

games left. If I score, I automatically help the 

team. So if the chance is there, I will obviously 

try to score. But that’s not my main focus. 

“ WEALTH IS NOT 
ABOUT MONEY”

Sami Khedira has won the  
World Cup, the UEFA Champions 
League and league titles in three 
different countries. In this  
interview with FIFA 1904, he talks 
about improving his performances,  
accepting responsibility and  
the 2018 World Cup in Russia.
Annette Braun speaks to Sami Khedira  
in Turin

So what do you do to counter that?
You don’t always have to change something big, 

often it’s enough to just tweak something in 

order to push on, to improve yourself, to meet 

expectations. I’ve become a stickler for details in 

recent months. Now I find myself thinking about 

things like “What pillow do I sleep best on at 

this temperature?” and “What am I eating?”. 

They are just my little ways of improving my 

performance and my general well-being.

You have moved around a lot too and have 
now been playing abroad for nearly seven 
years. How has that time changed you?
I love having the chance to get to know new 

cultures and mentalities. That goes hand in hand 

with my job, but I also like travelling in my spare 

time and I try to spend as much time as possible 

in different countries.

Where has impressed you the most?
My favourite trip so far was a safari in Botswana, 

a country with fascinating wildlife. It was 

interesting to sit around a camp fire with local 

people and learn more about their lives. You  

can see their passion for life in their eyes. It’s 

obviously fantastic to play football in front of 

At Juventus, you are more dangerous in front 
of goal than you were in previous seasons, 
mainly because you are playing much further 
forward now. Do you like playing in that 
position?
I actually love both – defending and being more 

creative going forward. It just depends on the 

team I am playing for. At Real Madrid, I had 

more of a defensive role in a very attacking 

team. With Germany, I also sit deep but I can 

push forward and join attacks too. It’s the same 

with Juventus. 

So you have the same job for both your 
national team and your club at the moment.  
Is it also important for you to try something 
new now and again?
Yes, that’s how you stay sharp and on top of 

your game. It’s important for every single player, 

and also for the team as a whole. If you always 

field the same players in the same formation, 

you will often lose sight of the little things that 

can make all the difference. It’s a little like the 

daily commute to work. Your brain switches 

itself off after a while. It’s no different in foot-

ball. You play, you even play well, but somehow 

you aren’t quite switched on and focused. 
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THE INTERVIEW

NAME Sami Khedira
BORN 4 April 1987 in Stuttgart
POSITION Midfielder
CLUBS VfB Stuttgart, Real Madrid, Juventus
MAJOR HONOURS FIFA World Cup™ winner, U-21 European champion,  
UEFA Champions League winner, German league champion, Spanish league champion,  
Italian league champion
INTERNATIONAL CAREER 70 caps, 7 goals

80,000 people but it was a special experience  

to talk to people who live in the bush and don’t 

know where they will be tomorrow, or what 

tomorrow will bring.

You have a Tunisian father and a German 
mother. What characteristics have you  
inherited from them? 
To be honest, it was my dad who instilled the 

so-called German traits in me. He left Tunisia for 

Germany in his early 20s, and he always told me 

that it was discipline, politeness, respect and 

hard work that would pave the way to success. 

At the same time, he also has that famous 

southern temperament! My mum is the calmer 

of the two; she doesn’t let her emotions get the 

better of her and she is always in control of any 

situation.

Have you always regarded the diversity in 
your background as an advantage or maybe 
sometimes as a hurdle to overcome in society? 
I didn’t even think about it when I was younger. 

I always thought that people saw me as  

German. Of course, I do look a little different to 

some people, but nobody ever asked me where  

I came from, for example. Everyone knew that I 

was born in Stuttgart, that I had a German 

mother and that I spoke the language. 

You never had any negative experiences?
When I became more successful and bought a 

new car, one that my dad drove from time to 

time, some people did ask him how he could 

afford it. But that had very little to do with 

where he comes from, but more to do with 

jealousy.

People look up to you as a role model for 
integration. How do you see that particular 
role?
When I play for Germany, some people say:  

“But you’re Tunisian”. When I go to Tunisia, all 

of a sudden it’s: “Ah, here comes the German”. 

If that were true, I wouldn’t have a home! I  

think it’s important to adapt without ever losing 

your own identity. And that’s exactly what I try 

to do. 
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you own or what you earn, it’s about how  

you feel as you go about your life, about how 

you build your world around you. It’s not always 

easy as a footballer. You have to deal with a lot 

of criticism and get on with it if the coach 

doesn’t pick you or if the fans get on your back. 

It’s not pleasant, but in those situations you  

just have to keep believing in yourself. That is 

the attitude that I try to take with me.

You have always been one to accept  
responsibility – even in the youth teams at 
VfB Stuttgart, where you were captain.  
Do you have to be a born leader for that  
kind of position?
I don’t think that you can pretend that you are 

ready for such a role. You either are or you 

aren’t. I tended to back away from that at the 

start because I was generally a shy kid. But the 

coaches saw potential in me and encouraged 

me. They made me captain and I took it on – 

even though I had to make speeches at  

Christmas in front of 100 people at the start 

and I worried so much I couldn’t sleep for  

two nights beforehand. But it was incredibly 

important for my development to have such 

experiences at that young age. 

And today?
I still like taking responsibility, being brave  

and making decisions – even if they are not 

always the right ones. That comes with the 

territory. 

What would you say are your main character 
traits?
I think that I am reliable, loyal and honest.

How, exactly?
In Spain, or even now in Italy, I have never  

had any problems. I would never have dreamt 

about saying: “You have to think like this” or 

“You should live like I do”. There are so many 

refugees who would like nothing more than to 

integrate in another country. They need to be 

accepted openly and without prejudice.  

Generalisation is the biggest problem of all,  

it makes dealing with the issue so very hard.

What type of role can football play in issues 
affecting society?
Football and sport are so powerful. The first 

time we truly saw that in Germany, I think,  

was during the 2010 World Cup, when our 

team had its roots in so many different  

countries. It was perfectly normal for me 

though because there were eight to ten players 

with migrant backgrounds in every youth team  

I played for. 

And that multicultural team was extremely 
successful as you reached the semi-finals.
We played attractive football in South Africa, 

and everyone fully identified with us. It was 

obvious that we were all playing for Germany 

because it’s our home, and not because we 

wanted to earn more money or be more  

successful. We were the face of a new Germany 

and able to show people that you can make it 

and be accepted if you work hard to achieve 

your goals.

Is that the message you want to get across 
with your foundation, which works with 
disadvantaged children?
I want to show kids how they can be successful 

in life. You don’t get anything for free in this 

world. But if you take your destiny in your own 

hands, you will reap the rewards. I know that 

not everyone can be famous or a millionaire, 

but everyone can be successful and happy  

in their own way, no matter where they come 

from.

What does happiness mean to you?
Wealth is not about money. It’s not about what 

You proved that at the 2014 World Cup final, 
when you went over to Joachim Löw after  
the warm-up and told him that you were 
injured and couldn’t play... 
You don’t have much time in moments like 

those. You just have to listen to what your body 

is telling you. It was the most important game  

of our careers – for every single player and also 

for Jogi Löw. If you are not 100% fit and can’t 

perform to the best of your ability, you 

shouldn’t be on the pitch. Simple as that. 

So you didn’t even think about just getting 
out there and seeing how it went? 
I would have been fuming if one of my team-

mates had known that he wouldn’t be able  

to play the whole 90 minutes and had still 

started the game, only to then be substituted 

after ten minutes. I had seen that happen just  

a few weeks earlier in the Champions League 

final between Real and Atlético Madrid.  

Diego Costa, who was carrying an injury,  

was desperate to play for Atlético but he had  

to go off after nine minutes.  

Compare that to the 2014 World Cup final  
in Rio, as Löw was able to make another 
substitution in the 120th minute and send  
Per Mertesacker on. 
It was an extremely difficult moment for me 

when I realised I couldn’t play. But it was a 

decision that I had to take, both for myself and 

for the team. If I were ever in that situation 

again, I would make exactly the same decision.

Was your decision a reflection of the strength 
of team spirit in the German camp?
I didn’t win the World Cup on my own, I won it 

with 22 of my friends. We travelled to the 

World Cup with 23 players, and every single 

one was important, everyone was needed. Die 

Mannschaft was born at that tournament. It’s 

not just any old nickname, we truly are a team.

Are you even more motivated to defend 
Germany’s title than some of your team- 
mates, given that you didn’t play in the final 
in Rio?

“There are so many refugees  
who would like nothing  
more than to integrate in  
another country.  
They need to be accepted  
openly and without prejudice.”
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High above it all  
Khedira soaking up the view of the 
Turin old town from his apartment’s 
roof terrace. 

I am immensely motivated to defend our title, 

but it has nothing to do with what has gone 

before. My motivation is simply to defend what 

we won in Brazil, and to prove that we are still 

the best team in the world. The World Cup is 

not only the most important trophy in the  

world but also the most beautiful. I also feel 

just as much of a world champion as the other 

22 players do. It was even more difficult to 

watch the final from the bench than to be on 

the pitch and play a part.

How has the hierarchy within the team 
changed since the World Cup?
We have had to rediscover ourselves. The 

rebuilding process started in 2014 when 

Miroslav Klose, Per Mertesacker and Philipp 

Lahm all retired from international duty. It 

wasn’t easy for us, and I think you saw that in 

the matches too. And then, after EURO 2016, 

we lost Bastian Schweinsteiger, our captain, 

and Lukas Podolski, who was such an import

ant player for team morale. 

Do you now feel an extra sense of  
responsibility then?
We have a number of experienced players  

who have been around since 2010 ... not just 

me but also Manuel Neuer, Jérôme Boateng, 

Mats Hummels, Thomas Müller. There has been 

even more focus on us in the last two years  

or so, and we have to lead the team. Our main 

job is to make sure that the younger players 

integrate well into the team. 

THE INTERVIEW
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“The World Cup is not 
only the most important 
trophy in the world but 
also the most beautiful.”

Tell us about your plans ahead of the FIFA 
Confederations Cup.
I haven’t spoken to the coach about that yet.  

I love playing for my country, but at the same 

time I also have a responsibility to my club. I am 

not 22 anymore, and we still have so many 

games to play. So we will just have to see how 

the rest of the season pans out.

So your main target is Russia 2018?
We want to defend our World Cup title next 

year, and we can only do that if we have fresh, 

healthy players. Having said that, we also want 

to win the Confederations Cup. We have a big 

squad, full of quality players. I have no doubt 

whatsoever that the coach will put together a 

good mixture of experience and youth, and that 

we will also be successful there.
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THEN

Need a hose-down? The Arsenal groundsman gives goalkeeper Ted Platt (left) and  
striker Bryn Jones a quick shower during training at the club’s Highbury ground. 

1947
LONDON, ENGLAND
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NOW

Fans at the league match between San Lorenzo and Huracán get a welcome dousing  
from firefighters in a sweltering Pedro Bidegain Stadium. 

2016
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

Oinam Bembem Devi has shaped 
Indian women’s football for  
more than two decades. For the 
launch of the Indian Women’s 
League (IWL), the 36-year-old dug 
her boots out again.
By Annette Braun

Living for football  
Oinam Bembem Devi played 85 times for India  
and scored 32 goals.

Ending your playing career is something 

that requires careful consideration because 

retiring from active sport is a tricky thing to 

do. Every player wants to play for as long as 

their body and performance level will allow, 

but at the same time they want to go out 

on a high – preferably finishing off with a 

title win, of course. Yet for all but the very 

few, such aspirations are just pipe dreams 

as the world of football moves too fast and 

is just too complex for this to happen. For 

its protagonists, football generates an 

interplay of emotions and reality, dreams 

and facts.

Oinam Bembem Devi chased a lot of 

dreams – both for herself and for women’s 

football in her home country of India. She 

made her debut for the national team 

against Guam back in 1995 aged just 15. 

From then on, she eagerly absorbed 

everything to do with the sport, from the 

perfect diet to efficient recovery and tactics 

in the game itself. 

She was named India’s best player on 

multiple occasions and won everything 

there was to win at national level with her 

club from the state of Manipur. There was 

no professional league in India at that 

point; the system for women’s teams was 

more akin to a cup competition in which 

HAPPY  
ENDINGS
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New competition  
The Indian Women’s League was 
launched in February 2017. Oinam 
Bembem Devi made a brief comeback 
with Eastern Sporting Union (pictured 
here against Jeppiaar Institute of 
Technology FC). 

Shaping the future  
At the Yuwa School, girls are part of a 
programme that combines education 
and football and empowers women.

The perfect farewell  
Oinam Bembem Devi was part of the Indian 
team that defeated Nepal in the final of  
the South Asian Games 2016, after which 
she received a guard of honour from her 
team-mates.

clubs from the different Indian states 

competed against one another. For that 

reason Devi headed for the Maldives in 

2014, becoming the first Indian woman to 

play abroad in the process.

In 2016 she announced her retirement after 

two decades. She planned to hang up her 

boots after the football tournament at  

the South Asian Games, which India was 

due to host. By that point she had captained 

her national team many times and celebrat-

ed a number of successes in the region. 

She’s a role model. She’s an ambassador for 

the game, and she demanded greater 

acceptance and sustainable development 

for it.

She was a pioneer looking for the perfect 

ending to an unparalleled career. And she 

achieved her gold-tinted farewell: at the 

age of 35 she wore the captain’s armband 

as her team beat Nepal 4-0 in the final of 

that South Asian Games tournament to 

retain their title. 

AN AFFAIR OF THE HEART
Devi also wanted to continue her commit-

ment to the sport that lies so close to her 

heart even after her retirement. “I eat, 

sleep and drink football,” she said. “My 

goal now is to train youngsters and promote 

football.” 

But then, at the start of this year, the 

inaugural Indian Women’s League (IWL) 

kicked off – the competition that Devi had 

championed so long and hard. As a result 

she decided to dig her football boots back 

out with the aim of sprinkling gold dust on 

one more period of extra time – to her 

career this time. 
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All of the games in the inaugural season 

took place over the space of two weeks in 

the Indian capital, New Delhi, and were 

broadcast live on Facebook. Six teams took 

part: FC Alakhpura, Jeppiaar Institute of 

Technology FC, Aizawl FC, FC Pune City, 

Rising Student Club and Eastern Sporting 

Union. The viewing figures were promising: 

Devi’s return to the pitch with Eastern 

Sporting Union of Manipur, for instance, 

was watched by 64,000 fans online. 

Although the spectator numbers in the 

stadium itself were significantly lower and 

the pitch was challenging for the players, 

Devi’s take on the inaugural competition 

was a positive one. “It was a good start,” 

she said.

STEP BY STEP TOWARDS THE WORLD CUP
Praful Patel, President of the All India 

Football Federation, agreed. He has big 

plans: ”Our women’s team is ranked 54th in 

the world, which is higher than the men’s 

at 129th. That means for the FIFA World Cup 

in 2019, if we make the right effort, our 

women’s team will have an outside chance 

of qualifying for the World Cup before the 

men. This is itself a huge achievement.”

Devi has made it clear that she will not be 

there in 2019. “I was asked if I want to play 

for the national team again and I told them 

I just want to play once in the league,” she 

“Our women’s team will have  
an outside chance of qualifying for 
the World Cup before the men.”
Praful Patel,  
President of the All India Football Federation

explained. She has done that now – shap-

ing another milestone in Indian women’s 

football and leading her team to glory once 

again in the process. She achieved a golden 

farewell a second time.

Much more importantly, however, with her 

commitment and presence she inspired the 

next generation of female players for the 

tasks and opportunities ahead. After the 

final whistle they formed a guard of honour 

for their fellow player, who is also their idol. 

Not to mention one way or another also the 

reason why they were all there. The foun-

dations for the national and international 

development of women’s football in India 

have been laid.

As the old saying goes, good things come 

to those who wait. And in the case of 

Oinam Bembem Devi – and of women’s 

football in India – this is true twice over. 

Training with flair  
Girls from the Yuwa School during a training session some 16km from Ranchi (March 2015).
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DEBATE

HUMAN RIGHTS  
ADVISORY BOARD  
MEETS IN ZURICH

On 13 and 14 March, FIFA’s independent 

Human Rights Advisory Board met in 

Zurich, where the board, comprising  

experts from the UN, trade unions, civil 

society and business, held in-depth  

discussions with the FIFA Secretary 

General, Fatma Samoura, and the FIFA 

departments responsible for human 

rights issues. FIFA is encouraged by its 

constructive engagement with the board 

and looks forward to closely collaborating 

with its members. Below is a statement 

from the Human Rights Advisory Board 

reflecting on its exchange with FIFA. 

STATEMENT BY FIFA’S INDEPENDENT  
HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY BOARD
We valued our first day and a half of 

in-depth discussions with the FIFA  

administration, including the Secretary 

General, about FIFA’s human rights 

responsibilities. It was an important 

opportunity to establish a general  

understanding of FIFA’s human rights 

efforts to date, and it was a forthright 

and frank discussion. 

We reviewed a range of key issues that 

FIFA has been taking action on following 

the independent report by John Ruggie  

in 2016 on FIFA and human rights.  

We discussed the organisation’s draft 

human rights policy and its ongoing 

consultations on this document, as well 

as the pressing human rights issues in 

relation to the upcoming FIFA World 

Cups in Russia and Qatar, with a par-

ticular focus on the important progress 

being made through the joint inspections 

being undertaken with Building and 

Wood Workers’ International in both 

countries. We also had detailed discus-

sions about the work being carried out  

to implement FIFA’s anti-discrimination 

commitments, the process to include 

human rights in the 2026 bidding  

documents, the work of the new  

Women’s Football Division, FIFA’s initial 
The sky’s the limit This celebration of football togetherness by Swiss sculptor Stephan Schmidlin 
stands proudly in the Home of FIFA gardens. 
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PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE

Best wishes, Gianni Infantino

AN ACHIEVEMENT  
WE CAN ALL BE  
PROUD OF

The first round of Executive Football Summits that concluded in London on  

9 March started four months previously in Paris and also took in Singapore, 

Miami, Doha and Johannesburg: in total, this new discussion platform for all 

members of FIFA produced 11 days of fruitful and passionate exchanges.

The main topics under debate were, of course, the implementation of the 

Forward Programme, finding the best way for national associations and  

the administration to interact with each other to ensure the programme’s 

effectiveness, and working out how to respect the contracts of agreed  

objectives without increasing the administrative burden. In other words, to 

continue what we do every day: develop the game. But these summits were 

also an opportunity to create a more direct dialogue between our members, 

who were able to meet each other face to face and discuss in depth the 

challenges they face.

At the end of each summit, it was gratifying to hear that such-and-such 

association had had no idea of the difficulties encountered by another  

association before the meeting, whether it be the importance of training 

youth coaches, a complete lack of transport or, indeed, no footballs to play 

with. This awareness of each other’s needs has naturally given rise to a  

willingness to help, to pass on best practices and, in some cases, to establish 

mutual ties – all reasons that make us justifiably proud of this initiative.

Having regular meet-ups in this way to focus on the true challenges facing 

football both today and in the future can only help us progress. I am sure  

that everyone who took part in the summits is as eager as I am to repeat  

the experience in October this year, and I am greatly looking forward to it.

thinking on how to implement effective 

grievance mechanisms, and the work of 

the Monitoring Committee Israel-Palestine 

established by FIFA. 

There were a number of examples of 

positive action that FIFA is taking, and  

we are encouraged by much of what we 

have heard. We appreciate FIFA’s open-

ness to having these discussions with us. 

This will be essential to address the many 

critical issues that need further attention 

and effort. We will prioritise our ongoing 

work based on the most important  

human rights challenges that we believe 

FIFA is facing. 

We plan to take a very involved approach 

to our work with FIFA and to develop 

practical advice and recommendations. 

We will shortly issue a more detailed  

set of operating principles about our 

approach as the Human Rights Advisory 

Board. 

We will liaise closely with the new FIFA 

Governance Committee, which is respon-

sible for providing strategic advice on 

human rights to the FIFA Council. We  

look forward to interacting with all of  

the relevant FIFA divisions about their 

respective roles in implementing FIFA’s 

human rights commitments. We note that 

the advisory board is not a replacement 

for broader stakeholder engagement  

by FIFA, or a formal channel for resolving 

grievances. We welcome active engage-

ment with all stakeholders, whose views 

can help inform our work. 

We aim to publish our report on our initial 

meeting within the next six weeks. 
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FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

SITTING  
COMFORTABLY?

Not been to a World Cup yet? 
Then why not drop by the  

FIFA World Football Museum, 
where you can try out  

some seats from old World Cup 
stadiums for size...
By Alan Schweingruber

Bidding on old pieces of furniture can 

certainly be fun. Maybe a stadium clock 

face from 1925 would float your boat? 

One made of reinforced concrete, more 

than five metres high and weighing in at 

more than eight tons? Ebay had such an 

auction in 2007, with one admittedly 

rather large catch: the winning bidder had 

to collect it! Unsurprisingly this particular 

auction, which opened at a symbolic price 

of one Swiss franc, did not get off to a 

flying start. Fortunately, Longines stepped 

in and paid a handsome sum to secure the 

famous “Wankdorf Clock” and return it, 

once it had been restored, to its rightful 

home: a square in front of the Stade de 

Suisse in Berne, where it is now an attrac-

tion in its own right.

That said, in a time in which a lock of 

Justin Bieber’s hair can fetch up to  

USD 48,000 online, the word “attraction” 

is of course relative. There are no rights 

and no wrongs when it comes to bidding 

for collector’s items. In England, for  

example, there are seats from the old 

Wembley Stadium, which opened in 1923 

and was renovated in the build-up to the 

1966 World Cup, in front gardens and 

living rooms all over the country. When  

the venerable stadium was demolished 

shortly after the turn of the millennium, 

fans were eager to snap up their own little 

piece of history, possibly hoping that the 

seat that they took home would maybe, 

just maybe, be the very same seat that the 

Queen had sat on at the 1966 final. 

BEHIND GLASS 
Two of those seats – numbers 47 and 48 – 

can be seen at the FIFA World Football 

Museum in Zurich. Today, and with all due 

respect, they resemble the wobbly,  

particularly uncomfortable wooden chairs 

brought out for people who turn up late, 

or for those “unexpected guests” who 

arrive unannounced. But can comfort and 

nostalgia ever go hand in hand? Probably 

not, but the yearning for all things retro 

will always be stronger, even for Germany 

fans, who don’t necessarily have the 

fondest of memories of the 1966 final. 

“English and German visitors love these 

two old seats,” says a museum tour guide 

to FIFA 1904.

Visitors have to admire these relics from  

a distance though, as the two weather- 

worn blue seats are safely encased in glass 

with a “London, Wembley Stadium”  

sign underneath. And this is where the 

museum’s smartphone app comes into 

play, if it hasn’t already, because as soon 

as you scan the sign, a video clip begins  

to flicker across the screen. All of a  

sudden, it is almost as if you are right 

there in the stadium, watching World Cup 

history unfold.

THE COMFORT OF CURITIBA
There are other seats that you can try out 

for size – take your pick from 27 World 

Cup stadiums. It’s a colourful display of 

plastic from around the world, and while  

it is hardly art, the seats offer a break,  

a chance to take the weight off your feet 

as you wait for the museum’s cinema 

doors to open. As you move from one seat 

Seats in Curitiba and Cuiabá, 
Brazil: almost akin to sitting  
in your favourite chair at home  
as you relax in front of the TV.
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Colourful, practical, traditional 
Over the past 50 years, seating 

comfort levels have risen  
enormously for spectators, as  
the famous blue seats from 

Wembley Stadium circa 1966 show 
(nos 47 and 48, centre right)





to another, it is obvious that there are huge 

differences in comfort. One small tip – the 

comfiest are those from the stadiums in 

Curitiba and Cuiabá. Sitting on them is 

almost akin to sitting in your favourite chair 

at home as you relax in front of the TV.

It is on these Brazilian seats, again, that 

German visitors will feel at home as they 

bask in memories of 2014. Another video is 

now playing, with Joachim Löw whispering 

words of advice into Mario Götze’s ear: 

“Show the world that you’re better than 

Messi”. What follows on the screen is 

certainly an epic. You may not have any 

popcorn, but you are sitting in the best 

(World Cup) seat in the house.

TREASURE HUNT AND TIPS BY APP

With the museum app’s audio guide,  

you can enjoy the permanent exhibition  

and augmented reality in the comfort of 

your home. And while you’re at it, why  

not do the treasure hunt or find out all  

you need to know about every World Cup 

since 1930?

Packed with information and stories  

about the beautiful game, the app can  

be downloaded free of charge in English, 

German, Spanish and French from the  

App Store and Google Play. In addition  

to the above functions, the app contains  

a map of the permanent exhibition and 

useful tips for visitors. 

F04

Can “comfort” and “nostalgia” 
ever go hand in hand?  
Probably not, as the yearning  
for all things retro will always  
be stronger.

Low on looks but high  
on comfort  

The grey seat from Cuiabá 
(top left) is very popular 
among museum visitors.  
On the functional side:  

a green plastic seat from 
Munich (bottom left).
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Final here we come Golden oldie and captain El-Hadary celebrates Egypt’s victory over Burkina Faso with his team-mates (1 February 2017). 

EGYPT 

THE EPITOME 
OF COOL

Against all odds, a 44-year-old 
Egyptian goalkeeper has been 
busy writing the next chapter  
of what has proven to be a long 
and highly successful career. 
By Alan Schweingruber
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When the end came, it was of course a 

crushing blow. Essam El-Hadary would 

have liked nothing more than to win his 

fifth Africa Cup of Nations title and to lead 

Egypt to their eighth triumph. But that 

record will now have to wait for another 

day as this year, it was Cameroon’s turn to 

celebrate after a 2-1 win in the final. As 

the final whistle blew, El-Hadary choked 

back the tears as he focused on doing 

what makes him so indispensable to this 

Egypt side: he went over to his younger 

team-mates to console them, to encourage 

them, to pick them up off the floor. In 

Egyptian professional football, the word 

“younger” is a catch-all term for everyone 

else because El-Hadary is now 44.

Getting to the final in Gabon was a fairy 

tale in itself, and victory would have been 

the happy ending to a story that had 

already been written and played out. It  

had all got off to a rather inauspicious 

start, however, with Egypt losing both  

their first- and second-choice goalkeepers 

to injury, and even the strongest teams in 

the world will naturally be beset by doubts 

when they are left with no other option 

than to turn to their third-choice goal-

keeper. It’s hard not to imagine the new 

man between the sticks as someone who 

can scarcely believe his luck, someone  

who has probably not had enough time to 

warm up as he sees the ball sail past him 

and into the back of the net, as a man who 

had travelled merely as back-up, a man 

who knew that he had little to no chance 

of seeing any action on the pitch.

CASILLAS’ HERO
Coaches of the calibre of Héctor Cúper  

pay little attention to statistics. Egypt’s 

Argentinian coach selected his three 

goalkeepers for this year’s Africa Cup  

of Nations because he knew all about 

El-Hadary’s qualities. Maybe he even had  

a premonition. Or, and this is admittedly 

more likely, he simply wanted to leave 

himself with a reliable back-up on the 

bench, just in case all was not going to 

plan with his youngsters, most of whom 

were playing in their very first Cup of 

Nations. Let’s not forget: Cúper has 

coached major clubs in Europe, and  

El-Hadary is not exactly an unknown in 

those lofty circles. Didier Drogba, for 

example, is on record as saying that  

El-Hadary was the best goalkeeper he  

ever faced, and Iker Casillas has also 

admitted that the Egyptian, who back 

home is known as “the African Buffon”,  

is one of his role models. 

NAME: Essam El-Hadary 
BORN: 15 January 1973 in Damietta 
CLUBS: Damietta SC, Al-Ahly SC, FC Sion,  
Ismaily SC, Zamalek SC, Al-Merrikh SC,  
Al Ittihad Alexandria, Wadi Degla SC 
MAJOR HONOURS: Four-time Africa Cup of Nations 
winner, three-time CAF Champions League winner, 
seven-time Egyptian league champion,  
four-time Egyptian Cup winner, one Swiss Cup
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EGYPT 

After Egypt’s opening match in this year’s 

Cup of Nations, a 0-0 draw with Mali, 

El-Hadary said something quite astonish-

ing. Well, something that was quite 

astonishing for a footballer in his mid-40s 

anyway. “I’ve worked really hard over the 

last two years to get into shape,” he said, 

and that hard work certainly paid off as 

he didn’t concede a goal until the 

semi-finals as Egypt built on their draw 

with Mali by recording three consecutive 

1-0 wins over Uganda, Ghana and  

Morocco. A tournament star at the age 

of 44. Where else would that happen? 

A man of few words, Cúper would only 

say that: “El-Hadary is the first onto the 

training pitch and the last to leave.” 

Which means not only that El-Hadary 

trains a lot, but also that there is nobody 

else left out on the pitch when he wants 

to practise more saves. A clip on YouTube 

might reveal exactly what he gets up to 

out on the training pitch when his team-

mates have already hit the showers. Does 

he practise long-range shots, maybe?  

The YouTube clip in question is from the 

CAF Super Cup in 2002 when El-Hadary’s 

club Al-Ahly defeated Kaizer Chiefs 4-1. 

With none of his team-mates stepping 

forward to take a free kick in their own 

half, El-Hadary took a long run up and 

launched the ball forwards – and into the 

opposition goal, albeit with a little help 

of the crossbar and a rebound off his 

unfortunate opposite number...

NEXT TARGET: RUSSIA 2018
El-Hadary has always been the epitome 

of cool, but that YouTube clip from 2002 

would actually be quite low down in his 

long list of greatest hits, well behind 

footage from this year’s Africa Cup of 

Nations semi-final win over Burkina Faso 

anyway. With the teams locked at 1-1 

LEGENDS IN GOAL

Chilavert The Paraguayan legend taking a free kick in June 2002.

You have to be just a little bit crazy to play in goal. Or so the old 

saying goes anyway. And that is maybe why those who do play 

between the sticks often go down as legends. Take Italy’s Dino 

Zoff, for example, a man who enjoyed a 16-year international 

career from 1968 to 1983 and crowned his time with the Azzurri 

by lifting the FIFA World Cup™ in 1982 at the age of 40. His 

record with Juventus was no less impressive either as he famously 

avoided injury to play in 330 consecutive league matches for the 

Old Lady. 

And then there was the eccentric José Luis Chilavert, a man who 

dominated Paraguayan football in his own inimitable way in the 

1980s and 1990s, scoring no fewer than 62 goals at club level  

as well as eight times for his country, his free kicks living long in 

the memory. He was never far away from flash points and  

controversies, however, and during his ten-year spell in Argentina 

he was once banned for 13 months for attacking a club official.

If goalkeepers want to enjoy a long career like Zoff or El-Hadary, 

however, they need to look after their bodies, unlike František 

Plánička (1904-1996), himself a Czech legend, whose uncom-

promising style of play saw him break a number of ribs and even 

his collarbone. He also finished Czechoslovakia’s 1938 World Cup 

quarter-final with Brazil with a broken arm. He would never play 

again.

sca
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EGYPT LEAD  
THE WAY

There are 20 teams still standing in  

round 3 of the Africa World Cup quali

fiers, divided into five groups of four.  

With two matchdays already played,  

Egypt are currently topping Group E 

ahead of Uganda and Ghana. Egypt’s 

remaining games: Uganda (28 August  

and 2 September), Congo (2 October)  

and Ghana (8 November). The five group 

winners will qualify for the World Cup  

in Russia (14 June to 15 July 2018).

after 120 minutes, it was time for the 

ElHadary show. You could almost  

imagine a father having a fun penalty 

shootout with his five sons on a lazy 

Sunday afternoon. Dad, 44, is in goal.  

His sons, all a little over the age of 20, 

line up, waiting for their turn to try to 

beat their old man. One by one they step 

up. The three oldest lads all score, but  

the two youngest are left rubbing their 

eyes in disbelief as Dad pulls off two 

miraculous saves. In short, ElHadary 

came up with that little bit of magic that 

Egypt needed to make the final.

That, as we know, was as far as the  

road would go as the North Africans  

fell to Cameroon at the final hurdle. But 

ElHadary is not done yet. Far from it.  

He still has a couple of football records in 

his sights, chief among which is helping 

Egypt to secure their ticket to Russia 

2018. If they make it, ElHadary will  

be 45 by the time June 2018 comes 

around, and – assuming he is selected,  

of course – he’d be the oldest World Cup 

player of all time. And you can’t get any 

cooler than that.

Hard to beat ElHadary is nicknamed “the African Buffon”, and for good reason too.

El-Hadary will be 45 by the time June 2018 comes around, and – assuming he is selected,  
of course – he’d be the oldest World Cup player of all time. And you can’t get any cooler than that.
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What a rocket, man!  
Elton John, the part-owner  
of the Los Angeles Aztecs, 
shows some of his side’s 
stars – including Lee Atack  
(no. 8), George Best (11)  
and John Mason (16) – his 
shooting technique at the  
LA Memorial Coliseum (1976). 
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Desperate measures  
Thousands of Racing Club fans 
attend an exorcism that they hope 
will reveal the last resting place of 
the cats and thus expunge the 
curse hanging over the club.

HISTORYHISTORY

THE CURSE  
OF THE CATS

Superstition in football: how the legend of the 
seven cats put the hex on Argentinian club Racing.
By Annette Braun
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Once upon a time, there was a football 

club on the outskirts of Buenos Aires that 

enjoyed great success in the first half of 

the 20th century. The club was called 

Racing Club de Avellaneda and by 1966,  

it had won 15 league titles, of which nine 

alone were secured between 1913 and 

1925. 

They also tasted success on the inter

national stage, winning the 1967 Copa 

Libertadores before going on to claim the 

The serial winners promptly  
lost their winning touch  
and descended into oblivion  
for the next 35 years.

Intercontinental Cup in the same year by 

overcoming European Cup winners Celtic 

in the infamous “Battle of Montevideo” 

playoff match in Uruguay, a game that 

saw five dismissals and a solitary goal by 

Juan Carlos Cárdenas.

This high point of the club’s long history 

was celebrated in a fitting manner by 

players, officials and fans alike, but for 

local rivals Independiente, the success of 

La Academia left a bitter taste in the 

mouth – and the joy of winning the de 

facto world club championship soon 

dissipated as Racing then endured a 

lengthy spell in the wilderness, the low 

points of which were relegation to the 

second tier of the Argentinian league for  

a couple of years and near bankruptcy  

in 1998.

THE NOT-SO-MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
Legend has it that on the day of Racing’s 

momentous victory over Celtic, some 

Independiente fans entered the Racing 

stadium and buried seven black cats around 

the premises to put a curse on their hated 

rivals. It seemed to work, too, as the serial 

winners promptly lost their winning touch 

and descended into oblivion for the next  

35 years.

Clearly, the seven dead cats were to blame, 

and strenuous efforts were made by the 

club to rid itself of the curse, even to the 

extent of bringing in a priest to conduct  

an exorcism. Racing’s fans turned up in 

their tens of thousands to witness Horacio 

della Barca sprinkling holy water in the 

goalmouths as he sought to receive a sign 

as to the whereabouts of the unfortunate 

moggies, so that they could be exhumed 

and the wheel of fortune turned back in 

the team’s favour. Unfortunately, the 

priest’s purgative efforts were in vain, 

although as time went by, six of the cats 

were eventually found – the seventh could 

not be located. 

Despair  
The fans are distraught: 
the curse is putting 
the very existence of 
their club at risk.
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РОССИЯ НОВАЯ ЗЕЛАНДИЯ ПОРТУГАЛИЯ МЕКСИКА

КАМЕРУН АВСТРАЛИЯ ГЕРМАНИЯЧИЛИ

Tournament of Champions. 
Dream of Fans.

Join and live the dream! FIFA.com/tickets

 

8 Teams | 4 Host Cities | 16 Matches 

RUSSIA NEW ZEALAND PORTUGAL MEXICO

CAMEROON AUSTRALIA GERMANYCHILE



IN SEARCH OF THE MISSING MOGGY 
In 2001, Reinaldo Merlo took over the 

managerial reins and one of the first tasks 

that he took upon himself to perform was 

– you’ve guessed it – lifting the curse of 

the cats. To locate the final resting place  

of the elusive number seven, he literally 

left no stone unturned, with the ground in 

and around the entire stadium – including 

concreted areas – dug up at his behest. 

Finally, deep in the soil, the missing skeleton 

was found.

The relief felt by the club’s fans and  

officials was palpable. Would Racing Club 

miraculously recover their mojo? You bet 

they would. As if a mighty weight had 

been lifted from their shoulders, the team 

won the league that very season, thus 

ending 35 years of hurt and consigning  

the curse of the cats to the dustbin of 

history.

A love that is more  
than skin-deep  
Priest Juan Gabriel Arias 
displays a tattoo showing 
his allegiance to Jesus 
Christ and his beloved 
Racing Club.

Unfortunately, the priest’s purgative efforts were in vain,  
although as time went by, six of the cats were eventually found – 
the seventh could not be located. 

Fight for survival 
The curse and threat 
of bankruptcy bring 
the Racing fans out 

onto the street.
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FACES OF FIFA

Name: Jorge Mowinckel Job title: Member  
Associations Manager Age: 29 Nationality: Spain 
Date joined FIFA: 2016

Name: Andreja Wieser Job title: Knowledge Transfer 
Senior Manager Age: 46 Nationality: Austria  
Date joined FIFA: 2013

Name: Guillermo Garavelli Job title: Travel & Transport 
Coordinator Age: 61 Nationality: Switzerland  
Date joined FIFA: 2009

Why did you want to work for FIFA? 

I am a huge football fan and I love playing (although  

I am no Maradona). Sport in general and football in 

particular are a great tool to promote development 

and to build bridges between communities, so FIFA is 

the perfect place to combine my passion for football 

and my passion for international development.

Which footballer (or person involved in football) 

would you like to meet and why? 

Raúl, in my opinion one of the best football players 

ever and a Spanish legend. He was a true gentleman 

of the game and represented some of the most 

important values of sport, such as respect for one’s 

rivals, making sacrifices to become better every day 

and leading by example. I was lucky to watch him 

play many times for Real Madrid and to watch him 

score some fantastic goals that are now part of the 

history of the game. 

Who is your favourite football team of all time? 

It has to be the Spanish national team that domi

nated world football between 2008 and 2012.  

In Spain we grew up with the idea that it was 

impossible to reach the semifinals of a major 

tournament (it was even called the “curse of the 

quarter finals”), but the example of this team shows 

that nothing is impossible in football. The penalty  

win against Italy in 2008 was the beginning of this 

remarkable journey, which was led by legendary 

players such as Casillas, Puyol, Sergio Ramos, Xavi, 

Iniesta and Torres.

Why did you want to work for FIFA? 

I had worked at five Olympic and Paralympic Games  

in a little over ten years and when I left the Olympic 

Movement, it was time to find a new sports family,  

so for me it felt so natural to want to work for FIFA.  

I imagined that working for FIFA would mean  

working with uniquely talented people from around 

the world, and I wanted to be part of the energy and 

passion that FIFA transmits to the global football 

community.

What exactly do you do at FIFA?

I work as a Knowledge Transfer Manager in FIFA`s 

Project and Knowledge Management team. Together 

with FIFA’s Project Management office, we launched 

the FWC Handbook project, covering the 64 FIFA 

World Cup projects. Subsequently, a FWC Knowledge 

Capture Video/Photo project was also launched.  

As a result, FIFA now has, for the first time, a data

base of World Cup handbooks, videos and photos 

relating to the operations of the FIFA World Cup.

Who is your favourite football team of all time?

As a Carinthian Slovenian from Austria, I grew up  

with SAK Celovec/Klagenfurt, an Austrian football  

club based in Klagenfurt (Celovec), Carinthia, an 

important symbol of identification for the minority 

group. My father was one of its founding members.  

It is truly a showcase of how football has helped  

shape change and how the power of football  

has helped overcome people’s social and cultural 

differences in the region.

Why did you want to work for FIFA? 

It was a coincidence, I was at crossroads between  

staying in Switzerland and pursuing my way abroad. Just 

before joining FIFA, I’d finished a mission for the UNDP  

in Eastern Europe but when FIFA’s job advert appeared,  

I quickly decided to go for it and I’ve never regretted it.

What exactly do you do at FIFA? 

Mostly I organise travel services (flight bookings, 

accommodation, local transport) for FIFA colleagues, 

external delegates and match officials, as well as  

teams travelling to meetings, events and tournaments.

Which footballer (or person involved in football) 

would you like to meet and why? 

Lionel Messi, in my eyes he is one of the greatest players 

of all time, and especially because he comes from “my” 

city Rosario in Argentina, and he supports the same 

team, but I also admire other players, so I would be 

happy to meet stars like Iniesta, Buffon, Xavi or Pirlo.

Who is your favourite football team of all time? 

Newell’s Old Boys from Rosario, Argentina. As far as 

top international clubs are concerned, I support mainly 

Barcelona and Juventus.

What has been the highlight of your time  

at FIFA to date? 

The final of the 2014 World Cup at the Maracanã in 

Brazil… it was awesome to be there after travelling 

such a long way. On the pitch it didn’t finish the way  

I wanted, but Germany had an amazing tournament.
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THE FASTEST WORLD CUP PENALTY  
WAS AWARDED IN THE 1974 FINAL  

BETWEEN WEST GERMANY AND  
THE NETHERLANDS, JOHAN NEESKENS 

CONVERTING FROM THE SPOT FOR  
THE DUTCH IN THE SECOND MINUTE.  

THE PENALTY HAD BEEN  
GIVEN BEFORE THE GERMANS  

EVEN TOUCHED THE BALL.  
THE FIRST PENALTY AWARDED  

AT A WOMEN’S WORLD CUP  
WAS SCORED BY GERMANY’S  
BETTINA WIEGMANN IN THE  

TENTH MINUTE OF THE MATCH  
AGAINST CHINESE TAIPEI IN 1991.

WORLD  
CUP  
RECORDS

THE USA HAVE CONTESTED THE  
MOST WOMEN’S WORLD CUP MATCHES (43)  

AND RECORDED THE MOST WINS (33).

STATISTICS
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Two men have won the World Cup as  
both player and manager: MÁRIO ZAGALLO 

(1958 and 1962 as a player, 1970 as a manager) 
and FRANZ BECKENBAUER (1974 and 1990).

        teams have WON  
the WORLD CUP as  
HOST COUNTRY:  
URUGUAY in 1930,  
ITALY in 1934,  
ENGLAND in 1966,  
WEST GERMANY in 1974,  
ARGENTINA in 1978 and  
FRANCE in 1998.  
For the women, only the USA  
have won the tournament  
at home, in 1999.

BRAZILIAN LEGEND  
PELÉ IS THE YOUNGEST  

WORLD CUP GOALSCORER, HITTING  
THE BACK OF THE NET AT THE TENDER 

AGE OF 17 YEARS AND 239 DAYS IN 1958.  
THE WOMEN’S RECORD IS HELD BY  

RUSSIA’S ELENA DANILOVA, WHO SCORED 
IN THE 2003 TOURNAMENT  

AGED 16 YEARS AND 107 DAYS. 

6
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BLAME IT ON 
THE HORMONES

CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE 
However, there are undoubtedly many 

forces at work in a stadium, and these 

affect the fans just as much as the  

players. A team’s performance can be 

wretched enough to make supporters 

want to tear their hair out, although that 

is the least of their worries as far as  

adverse physical effects are concerned: 

hormonal changes are the real problem 

here. A match is like a rollercoaster ride 

during which a cocktail of hormones  

are released.

The build-up is full of anticipation: for 

the match, the hoped-for three points, 

the great atmosphere and the overall 

experience with the other fans. The  

camaraderie begins in the pub around 

the corner from the ground, or on the 

journey there with those of like mind. 

The adrenaline is flowing, with neuro-

transmitters producing feelings of  

excitement, tension and energy and the 

body tingling from head to toe. At the 

stadium, the crowd livens up when the 

teams come out to warm up. Flags are 

waved and club chants bellowed out  

as the fans’ pulses and blood pressure 

rise, accompanied by a release of  

dopamine. When will the referee get  

the game going? A glance at the watch: 

soon. Very soon.

The teams have gone back to the dressing 

rooms, which provides an opportunity  

to have a look at the starting line-ups. 

The midfield linchpin has been passed fit 

to play, which can only be a good thing. 

A glance at the man in the next seat:  

he’s nodding in approval. Confidence is 

rising. Everything is going according to 

plan, and victory is assured. Time for a 

quick drink before kick-off?

The teams come onto the pitch and the 

referee finally blows his whistle. For  

the fans, kick-off means a second rush  

of adrenaline combined with serotonin, 

which has a calming effect and gives  

rise to growing confidence. Can their 

team bag the three points? It’s certainly 

possible. 

Dopamine levels drop again. The home 

side methodically probes the opposition, 

circulating the ball to find a way through. 

Playing football is a perilous occupation – 

or at least it is for the players’ hair, which 

is subjected to a fair amount of stress 

during a game on account of the roots 

being a high-performance organ that 

requires a lot of energy for the hair to 

grow. But such energy is needed in other 

areas if professional athletes are to  

secure that all-important victory when 

the final whistle blows. Footballers’ hair 

is thus at a considerably higher risk than 

the follicles of non-footballers: such is 

the conclusion of a study of football 

players at American colleges.

Examples of this knotty phenomenon 

have already been seen in the beautiful 

game with England’s Wayne Rooney and 

Germany’s Benedikt Höwedes, to name 

but two, seeking remedies to their  

thinning thatch problems in the form of 

hair transplants. Lo and behold: they are 

hirsute of head once more. The risk has 

been averted, on the cranium front  

anyway. On the other side of the coin, 

there are some players who possess  

lavish locks: Zlatan Ibrahimović springs to 

mind, as does FIFA Legend Carles Puyol, 

whose shoulder-length hair showed no 

sign of damage whatsoever during his 

career.

It is a well-known truth that fans’ hearts beat faster when  
they watch their team, but what actually goes on in the body  
when emotions are running at fever pitch?
By Annette Braun (text) and Gina Müller (illustrations)

A match is like a rollercoaster  
ride during which a cocktail  
of hormones are released.
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GOAL = ENDORPHINS = ECSTASY
After a nice move down the left flank,  

a pass in behind the defence finds the 

ace marksman, who deftly dispatches  

the ball into the corner of the net. The 

crowd erupts in ecstasy and a deafening 

roar fills the stadium as endorphins are 

released that transport the fans into a 

state of euphoria. Three points in the 

bag? Most definitely. 

But the home team take their foot off  

the pedal and their opponents gradually 

find their way into the game. Eventually, 

their attacking industry pays off with  

an equaliser shortly before the break. 

Acetylcholine, which controls the cogni-

tive processes, is now released in the 

home fans’ bodies, leading instantly to 

thoughts of which subs the manager 

needs to bring on. 

The second half is pretty even, although 

the away team have the better chances. 

Just when the supporters in the home 

end are starting to wonder if they  

should be happy with a point after all,  

up pops one of the centre backs to nod 

in the winner with a minute left on  

the clock. The endorphins are back like 

they’ve never been away and continue  

to hold sway until the final whistle.  

Testosterone levels soar in the stands,  

the occupants of which now feel  

capable of pulling trees up with their 

bare hands and hugging strangers for 

fun. The world for them is now bathed  

in a golden light.

The mood is somewhat different in  

the away supporters’ section, where 

testosterone and adrenaline levels are 

sinking fast, to be replaced by gamma- 

aminobutyric acid and its accompanying 

feelings of disillusionment and disap-

pointment. The body also has to come  

to terms with defeat. 

Enough to make you want to tear your 

hair out? That depends on your perspec-

tive. One thing’s for sure: over 90 minutes, 

football fans can go through the entire 

gamut of emotions, from joy to despair, 

from elation to despondency. Still, on 

such occasions, at least you can justifiably 

blame it all on the hormones.

I

Just when the supporters in  
the home end are starting  
to wonder if they should  
be happy with a point after all,  
up pops one of the centre  
backs to nod in the winner  
with a minute left on the clock. 
The endorphins are back like 
they’ve never been away. 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF... 

Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a FIFA employee  
in their daily work.

...FIFA’S HEAD OF PRODUCTION
If it’s printed by FIFA, it will pass through 

the office of Hans-Peter Frei (62),  

one of the organisation’s stalwarts with 

over 30 years’ service to date (Head of 

Production since 1997) and still as busy  

as ever, despite the steady fall in the 

number of printed products since digital-

isation and the Internet swept all before 

them. As well as some 4,000 print jobs  

a year, “Hampi” and his three-strong 

team are responsible for DVD packaging, 

USB sticks and the plastic ID cards issued 

to all FIFA employees.

“When I come to the office in the 

morning, I switch on the computers and 

main printers so that they’re ready when 

the team arrives,” says the Swiss. “Then  

I check to see how the print orders are 

progressing, coordinate them, deal with 

the agencies and especially the printing 

companies, order the paper and oversee 

each production job, keeping a close eye 

on the deadline.” The work carried out 

with the various project teams is crucial 

to the success of every printed product, 

such as for events like the FIFA Congress 

or a FIFA tournament, he adds. Do the 

accreditation passes for the tournament 

look okay? How will the signage look  

for the event? Which posters are needed 

in the Home of FIFA foyer? 

“We create the PDF files ready for 

printing, either from start to finish or the 

final version for the agency that we are 

using for the design,” Hampi continues. 

“We’re also producing more and more 

PDFs for FIFA’s digital channels.” Internet 

publishing is cheaper than the printed 

version and responses are also quicker. 

One copy of a set of regulations or 

brochure is all that is needed these days, 

Primed to print “Hampi” Frei and his team handle 4,000 jobs a year. 

whereas in the past, each FIFA member 

association would receive five copies. 

Hampi has certainly had an eventful 

career. In 1995, he was due to go to the 

Louvre in Paris for the Preliminary Draw 

for the World Cup but as large parts of 

the French capital were then in the grip 

of a strike, he was unable to take the 

documents – hot off the presses – by 

train or car. In the end, a private jet took 

him in order to ensure that the draw 

passed off smoothly. 

Today, however, Hampi will remain firmly  

in Zurich. He pats an industrial-sized 

printer as he walks past on the ground 

floor at the Home of FIFA, knowing that 

he will be the one to switch it off come 

the evening.

Perikles Monioudis
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CELEBRATION
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For players, it’s all about titles as careers are always 

assessed on the number of trophies and medals in  

the trophy cabinet. That said, football would not be 

the beautiful game if we couldn’t sit back and admire 

individual moments of glory. 

Filippo “Pippo” Inzaghi can safely say that he did both 

as he racked up title after title at national and interna-

tional level and also made a name for himself as a true 

“fox in the box”, much like Gerd Müller before him. 

The Italian had an innate sense of knowing where to 

run and when, playing on the shoulder of the last man 

and hovering on the edge of offside, never giving 

defenders any respite as he played with his head up, 

looking for the perfect opportunity to break clear for 

his next one-on-one with the goalkeeper, who at 

times appeared to be his only opponent, one that was 

only there to be beaten with a cool finish at the end  

of his sprint. His style of play once prompted Sir Alex 

Ferguson to joke that Inzaghi had been “born offside”, 

and Inzaghi would no doubt admit that one or two  

of his strikes were probably indeed scored from an 

offside position. There were more than “one or two” 

goals in his career though as Inzaghi, a World Cup 

champion with the Azzurri in 2006, is also one of the 

most prolific goalscorers in European club competition. 

If Inzaghi was all about his explosive burst of pace  

and composure in front of goal, then there was also  

a third side to his game – his trademark celebration,  

with arms outstretched as he took off around the 

pitch, screaming in ecstasy. 

There was perhaps no better example of a typical 

Inzaghi goal – and celebration – than at Germany 2006, 

a tournament that proved to be the pinnacle of his 

career. With Italy 1-0 up against the Czech Republic, 

Inzaghi latched on to an inch-perfect throughball, 

rounded Petr Čech and calmly slotted home to seal a 

2-0 victory before setting off for the corner flag – yes, 

with his arms stretched out as he screamed in celebra-

tion. It would prove to be his solitary goal in Italy’s 

march to the title but it was a typical Inzaghi strike,  

the perfect example of his predatory instincts in front 

of goal. 

Perikles Monioudis  

FILIPPO INZAGHI
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IN STORES NOW

FOOTBALL HAS CHANGED
Powered by Frostbite™, one of the industry’s leading game engines, FIFA 17 delivers authentic,
true-to-life action, takes players to new football worlds, and introduces fans to characters full of 
depth and emotion.  Complete innovation in the way players think and move, physically interact with 
opponents, deliver set pieces, and attack using new techniques let you own every moment on the pitch.

FROSTBITE GAME ENGINE TECHNOLOGY, THE JOURNEY AND OTHER FEATURES NOT AVAILABLE ON ALL PLATFORMS.
© 2016 Electronic Arts Inc. EA, EA SPORTS, the EA SPORTS logo, Frostbite, the Frostbite logo and Ultimate Team are trademarks of Electronic Arts 
Inc. Offi cial FIFA licensed product. © FIFA and FIFA’s Offi cial Licensed Product Logo are copyrights and/or trademarks of FIFA.
Offi cial FIFA licensed product. © FIFA and FIFA’s Offi cial Licensed Product Logo are copyrights and/or trademarks of FIFA.     
All rights reserved. Manufactured under license by Electronic Arts Inc.  All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.



FOOTBALL
FOR HOPE

Football for Hope is our global commitment to building a better future through football. To date, we have 
supported over 550 socially responsible community projects that use football as a tool for social development, 
improving the lives and prospects of young people and their surrounding communities.

To find out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com


